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An Abſtract. 1 the Mo ſter-l aylors BILL before the 
HonouwrableFfoute of Commons ; with the Jour- 


neymens Oblervation on each Clauſe of the ſaid 
BILL, ono J 


The ABSTRACT. 


The OBSERVATIONS. 
; TE it Enacted, That all ContraQs in, or not tn' Writing already , SST would be well if the Maſters were under the ſame Reftriftions — 
= or hereafter to be made, between any Perſons PYgNk up in, | Fe pl Penalties, in caſe my ſhall combine to leſſen the Mens Wages, or 

| or exerciſing the Art of a Tayler, within the Weekly Bills of | 


lengthen the Hours: For the Maſters are now ſubſcribing, make 
- —_— for advancing their Wages, or leſſening their uſual 


y Purſes of Money to perſecute the Journeymen, as much as the Jour- 
J Hours, ſhall be void. = neymen are to defend themſelves. | 
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I r the Juſtices have it abſolutely in their Power to puniſh according to the 
Statute, and the Offender be committed without Bail or Mainprife, and there 
ſhall be no Appeal from them, the Maſters and Journeymen will always be 
ther by the Ears; and there will never he wanting © Petty-Foggers, and little 
Solicitors, to ſpirit the Maſters and Men into Multitudes of Strikes and Conten- 
tions, to make Buſineſs at Quarter-Sefſions, and the Liberties and Properties of the 
Sulye&t be deftroyed : And for fear the Maſters ma 


: have a better lntereſt 
with the Juſtices than the Men may have, the Men deſire, That they may have the 
Liberty of the Habeas Corpus Af, and Appeal to the Court of King's Bench, as all free- 
born SubjeRs in all other Caſes have. 
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And if any ſuch Perſon (as aforeſaid) within the Limits aforeſaid, ſhall 
after Day keep up, continue, a& in, make, enter into, ſign, ſeal, or 
be knowingly intereſted or concerned in any Cofitra& contrary to the Intent 
of this A&, every Perſon ſo offending being lawfully convicted thereof by 

Witneſſes, before any Juſtices of the Peace, in their 
Juriſdi&ion, within the Limits aforeſaid, upon any Information exhibited, 
or Proſecution, within three Months after the Offence committed, every 

' ach Offender ſhall, by Order of - - Juſtices, at their Diſcretion, 
be committed either to there to remain, and be kept 
to hard Labour, for any Time not exceeding or to 
2s they ſhall ſee Cauſe, there to remain without Bail or Mainpriſe, for any 
Time not exceeding 
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'T1s certain, That to Work fifteen Hours per Day is deſtruftive to the Mens 
Healths, and-eſpecially their Sight, ſo that at forty Years old a Man is not capable 
by his Work to get his Bread : Therefore the Journeymen are willing to. Work from 
Six in the Morning until Eight at Night, allowing half an Hour for Brealfaſt, and an Hour 
for Dinner, which is longer by two Hours + ban Labourers and Artificers are obliged 
by any Statute Extant to work, and longer than moſt other Labourers and Artificers 
now do. And by the Statute of the 5th of Elizabeth, They had an Hour in the After-' 
moon to drink and flee in; and from September to March they were to work but from the 
Morning to the Evening. 

TH xz Men think, That they reaſonably deſerve for fourteen Hours Labour three 
Shillings per Day from the 10th of March to the 29th of Fane, and all the other 
Part of the Year two Shillings and fix Pence per Day : And that even ſuch Wages 
(coufidering the Time they are unemploy'd) is not ſufficient to Support them the 
Year round; and the Maſters ought to be confined to Employ them for ſome certain 
Time, for they commonly turn them off in the middle of the Day. And by the 
Statute of the 5th of Elizabeth, The Maſters were obliged to Employ them a Tear cer- 
tain, and give 4 _— Warning, under a Penalty on both Sides ; which was ſome In- 
couragement for Men to work at a ſmaller Rate: Tho' eighteen Pence per Day, 
which we ſuppoſe was then given, ( conſidering the Scarcity of Money, and the ' 
low Prices o* all Commodities) was more than three Shillings per Day at this 


And for limiting the Hours of Work and Wages of ſuch Journeymen, 
Be it Enacted, That from the Day of , 1720. the Hours 
of Work ſhall be from in the Morning until at Night, al- 
lowing half an Hour for Breakfaſt, and an Hour for Dinner. 
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And the Wages from the Day of to the Day of 
not to exceed per Day, and from the Day of 
until the Day of per Day, which Wages the Ma- 

fters 411 be obliged to pay the Men ; or according to ſuch Rates for the 
Tune they ſhall employ them. 
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| | S B 1s the Juſtices ſhall ſettle the Mens Wages, how is it poſſible that each Man Mall 

And in regard it may be neceſſary to alter the Wages and Hours of Work 4 P be rewarded according to his Merit ? A ne: Men Ln Merit three Shilli 
aforeſaid ; We it Enaced, That the Juſtices at Quarter-Seſhons ſhall alter q Day, when another cannot Merit two, which the Maſters will allow; fo that every 
the Wages and Hours at their Diſcretion, and to publiſh ſuch Order in ſuch \ 


Man will be paid alike, and there will be no Incouragement for Merit ; and ſuch a 
Manner as they ſhall think fit ; and that all Taylors, and their Journey- 4 Settlement of Wages will be a very great Oppeptian both to the Maſters and the 
men ſhall obſerve the ſame, or be puniſhed at the Diſcretion of the Juſtices, & > Men, and a Diſappointment to Gentlemen, by Reaſon, That the moſt. 7 


: : I leave the Town, and then Gentlemen can't be: lied 
being lawfully convi&ted of ſuch Offence, after Knowledge of any ſuch will thereby be obliged to lea or : | 
Rates or Aboratjons thereof to be made, as aforeſaid, upon any Proſecution with ſuch Cloaths as are required at a Coronation, or Birth-Days of the Royal Fa- 


- x F: mily ; and ſuch Men that are but indifferent Warkmen will never be mployed, 
to be committed within after the Offence committed. Reaſon, That the Maſters are obliged to give them certain Wages, which a 
bly be more than ſuch a Man can deſerve. But if the Wages muſt be ſettled, the 


Men deſire, That the Court of King's Bench may do it, from whence we may expett more 
Juſtice, and leſs Partiality. | 
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And'be it Enacted, That if any Journeyman retained or employed as a 
Taylor, ſhall depart from ſuch Service before the End or 'Term tor which 
he was hired, or until the Work for which he was hired to do ſhall be fi- 
niſhed (if the Perſon ſo retaining ſo long will have him ) and pay him his 
Wages; or not being hired, ſhall refuſe 'to Work at the Requeſt of any Ma- 
ſter, for the uſual Wages and Hours limited, ( unleſs for ſome reaſonable 
'Cauſe, 'to be allowed by the Juſtices ) for every ſuch Offence to be puniſh- 
ed being firſt-lawfully convifted, as aforeſaid. 
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the Men for a certain Time ; for here it is in the Power of the Mafter Mer" 
Man work for ſuch Time as he ſhall Hire him, and that the Man ſhall be puniſhed 
if he refuſes to Work at any Maſter's Requeſt, notwithſtanding the Journeyman 
may a5 a Proſpett of being a Mafter himſelf, which conſequently his Maſter will 
endeavour to prevent: And the Maſter, notwithſtanding he ſhall hire the Man fer 
a Week, if he thinks fit, he ſhall turn him off at any Time fooner, and the poor 
Fellow ſeek for himſelf; ſo that the Maſters will be at a Certainty, and the Men at 
none ; which we take to be very unreaſonable. And if any Maſter ſhall command z 
Man to Work,a poor inſolvent Maſter may command the Service of as many Men as 
he pleaſes, and when they have done their Work may never get their Wages ; for the 
poor Man that has not a Penuy to buy him Bread without his Wages be paid him 
ſhall have no other Recourſe but the Law to get his Money : Wherefore the y-. 
men deſire, That a Fudge of the King's Bench may puniſh the Maſter at Diſcretion, far" 
not paying the Wages ;, or that upon Aﬀidavit made, That the Maſter refuſes to pay, the 
Fudge may commit him to Priſon unt'l ſuch Time he doth pay. 

Tu ER E are very few Journeymen that are skill'd in Laced, and other rich 
Cloaths, and if ſuch Journeymen are debarr'd going from one Mafter to, another, 
ſome Maſters could ſupply Gentlemen, when others could not ; and ſome Gentlemen 
would ( eſpecially at t!1e Birth-Days) be very much diſappointed ; Neither can the 
King's Liveries, Guat' Cloaths, and Trumpeters be made, by the Reaſon, That 
Maſter-Tay lors do inquire where ſuch Men are that are qualify d to perform fi 
Work ; aud are obliged to have ſuch Men, altho” they are 1imploy'd with other 
Maſters. And the Men humbly conceive, That to be obliged ro Work with any.” 
Maſter is contrary to the Liberties and Properties of the SubjeCts of England, and. 
may be attended with innumerable Inconvemencies. x wt 


I r would be very reaſonable, That the Maſters ſhould be conſtrained to Em loy/ 
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And'to prevent the Maſters from ſeducing another's Journeymen from 
the Work he is employed about ; Be it Enacted, That if any Perſon, uſing 
the Ar: of a Taylor, ſhall pay, or allow any greater Wages than limited 
by this AR, every ſuch Perſon, being lawfully convicted, upon any Proſe- 

. Cution commenced within after the Offence committed, ſhall be 
puniſhed and every Journeyman for taking ſuch Wages ſhall 
. de puniſhed; and all ſuch ContraQts, Promiſes, ©. to be void. 
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- | WHEREFOR t the Journeymen defire, That the Maſters may be obliged to Em of 
Wm for Ware yn ele ” . the _O «X F_ | | them-for ſome certain Time, and be under the "ſame Penalties for Non-performance 13 rat 
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leaſt pay them the Wages for the Time they Fire-them for ;, and that they may have £T0Y 
a Relief for heir Wages, and not be put to the tedious and expenſl Way f gereimg 

it by Law. We don't find by this Bill, That the A eee any Confinements, 
or ties, tho? the Journeymen are ſubjett to al the Hardſhips ima "of SEE 
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Abſtratt of the Maſter-Taylors | 
BILL before the Honourable 
Houſe .of Gommons : 
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The CASE of the MasTzer hg AE reſt- 
ding within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
in relation t0 the Great Abuſes commited Ke their 


Journeymen. Ve » Pe 1 1 
Ha Offer d to the Conifideration of PARLIAME NT. 


7, SHE curneymen'T lors in and about the Cities of London and Welt 
(OE = » er, to the Number of Seven Thouſand and upwards, ' have 
RN T £ lately entred into a Combination to Raiſe their Wages, and leave 
off Working an Hour ſooner than they uſed to do z and for the bet- 
ter DO” on their Deſign, have ſubſcribed their reſpe&tive Names 
2 in © 5g mary receſs at the ſeveral Houſes of Call or 
Reſort (being Publick-Houſes in and about London and Weſtminſter) where they uſe ; 
a colle& ſeveral conſiderable Sums of Money to defend any Proſecutions againſt 
them. 

At this Time, there are but few of them come to Work at all, and moſt of thoſe 
that do, inſiſt upon, and have, Twelve Shillings and Nine-pence per Week (inſtead 
of Ten Shillings and Nine-pence per Week, the uſual Wane). a leave off Week at 

t of the Clock at Night (inſtead of Nine, their uſual key Time out of Mind) 
very great Numbers of them go loitering about the Town, and ſeduce and cor- 
all they can meet ; To the great Hindrance and Prejudice of Trade. 

n Complaint made bo Fagne of le iagolly's Jong of the Peace, they have 
"hi t thas Warrants againſt theſe Offenders, as Loiterers ; by Virtue whereof 
ſome of them have been bound over to the Seſſions, and others have been taken up 
and bound over to appear in His Majeſty's Court of King's-Bench, at Weſtminſter? 
= the Eg Books ſeized by Virtue of the Secretary of State's Warrant : Yet 

e Obſtinate, and perſiſt not only in putting the aboveſaid Difficul- 
te fm t ir Moſes, to the great Prejudice of Trade in General, but alſo in col- 
ing great Sams of Moneys to ſupport their unlawful Combinations and Confe- 


This © Combination of the . Fourneymen Taber | is and ma = be attended with many 
Pu V 


very ill Conf quences? inaſmuch as the Publick is deprived of the t of the La- 
bour of 'a Te ng of the Subje&ts of this and the Families of 
ſeveral of theſe Four 


impoveriſhed, and li to become a 6 
: And gn pf yes Perſons themſelves who _ _— 

ioling Bo cg to live in Idleneſs, than to work at their 

"not only Frey ll Empl to Tawrageer but all very 

nly 

who have 


and Burthen' to the Publick- 


_— od rr, 

mrs : ve are of very il le to 7, 

ly ſeen in the Journeymen ers, Smiths, K s, Farrier 

x1 Fo obs ; and WREs Moyer other Arts pak + 6 M 
actual I eracies of t Carpen- 
fers, Trickligees, and Foyners have taken ſome Steps ST: that REID wait 
A Fraps Takes, whe there is © Huey of Buſta ail ide het 

eſe Fourneymen Taylors, there is a Hurry of Buſine t s 
Birth-Day, or for making of Mourning or Wedding Garments (as _ k Rappene) 
or other Holidays, and always the Summer Seaſons, are not content with 
ſonable Rates they at . er inſiſt upon ; but have demanded, and ny 0 "ol _ "0 
and Four Shillings a Day, and ſometimes more z otherwiſe and * 
at ſuch Times ſome will not work at all : Which is 2 great Diſappointment to Hr; be 
tlemen, and an Impoſition to the Maſters; and, if ſuffer'd to go on, muſt increaſe . 
the Charge of making Cloaths conſiderably. 
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TheCASE of theMa- 


The CASE of the Journe 
reſiding in the Cities of 
Weſtminſter, moi humbly offeed to 1h 
Conſideration of both Houſes of Parhament. 


FS 


- — 


- 
”- 
4 . - > 
_— 4 


2 q 
H E Difference between the Journeymen and Mafters is this, viz. The 
Maſters expett the. Men to work from Six in the Morning till Nine 
at Night, which is Fifteen Hours, and at the rate of Twenty Pence per Day, 
and ſeem by their publiſhed Caſe to plead Cuſtom for it. 
The Journeymen alledge, That to work for io many Hours 1s deſtructive 
to their Healths, and makes them incapable to get their _—— Forty 
Years of Age, which the Maſters are very ſenſible of : Apd that Twenty per Day is 
not ſufficient to ſupport them and their Families. 

They likewiſe humbly conceive, That they are not by any Law in Being obliged to 
' work ſuch intolerable Hours for ſuch mean Wages, which are much lefs than any other 
Journeymen receive, eſpecially the Curriers, Smiths, Farriers, Coachmakers, and all 
other Artificers, which are taken Notice of jn the Maſter Taylors Cale. 

And as there are no Statute Laws to confine them to ſuch Hours and Wages, they 
are very certain there is no Cuſtom, as the Maſters inſfinuate; for the Men do not i..;2v 
at any time g they are hired : For it(being uſual for the Maſters to diſcharge the 
Men at Twelve, 4 Clock in middle ofthe Day, and pay them bur for Half a D:v's 
Work ; and fo for the | n to leave their Work at the like Hour, as Occaſ:on 
ſhall require on either, Side. os © C 

And as for thgi Wages, ithas always been uncertain: for each Maſter, at hi: own 
\ Diſcreti ording tothe Seaſons of the Year, and as his Buſineſs requires, em- 
ploys Tuch Men 'Þh he thinks moſt uſeful ro.hjm, and for fo long or ſhort a Time as he thinks 
thereWill be Occaſion ; — adapt:each Man's Wages according to the Dilference 

;s-Capacity : So, that ings one.Man hath Three Shillings per Day, when ano- 
(9) 
for 


of 
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Mafter has-it in his Choice, to employ what Men, and for 
ages be thinks fit; and the Men (like free-born Subjeds, 
under ſo happy a Conftitutjon as this) hve it in their Choice to work accordingly. 

But the Maſters or the Men bg: confined to certain Wages, there would be no 


Encoura or Merit, and the Idle and Ignorant would be as well rewarded as the 
Induftriousa 10us. © =; | | 
If the M3Rer$ were confined to employ= Men for a certain Time, there would be ſome 


Colour for the Men to work at Twenty Pence per Day : But ſueh is the M'sfortune of 
the Taylors Trade, that they are not employed much above Half the Year; and the large 
| Wages they get in the Height of Work (which are given them voluntarily by the Ma- 
ſters, and not extorted by the Men) is not ſufficient to ſupport them that Part of the 
Year they are unemploy'd. | 

If the Maſters would extort leſs from their Cuſtomers in the Prices of the Goods 
they ſell, and charge more for the Maki::g the Cloaths, they might afford to give the 
4 better Wages, and do Juſtice both to their Cuſtomers and the Journeymen : 

ut the Mafters finding their Profits more in the extravagant Prices they ſet on their 
Goods, than in the labouring Parts (which they have no Share in) dou't value it the 
Journeymen ſtarve. 
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REASONS 
Humbly offer d by the 2.#/ 


Woollen - Drapers, Taylors, &c. 


For the Kepealing an AF made in the Eighth Tear of the 
Reign of Her late Miajeſly Queen Anne, Entitled, 
An At for Employing the ManufaQurers, by En- 
couraging the Conſumption of Raw Silk and Mobair- 
Tarn. | 


HE End of the ſaid At, was to Encourage the Conſumption of the ſaid Com- 
modities, by putting a Penalty upon Button-holes as well as Buttons, made of, 
or uſed, or bound with Cloth, Serge, Drugget, Frize, Camblet, or any Stuffs 
that Clothes of Wearing Garments are uſually made of ; but the ſaid A& 

having been daily Broken and Evaded, it is humbly appreherided, that the ſame ought 

to be Repealed, and the Penalty remain upon Buttons only, according to 'the A& of the 
10th of King William Cap. 2. tor the following Reaſons : | 

x. It is certain, that the ſaid AR of the roth of King William, which put a Penalty 
npon Buttons only, and not upon Button-holes,. was never broke. 

2. The chief Cauſe of Evading the ſaid A& of the 8th of Queen Arne, 1s, becauſe Mo- 
hair will not exa&tly and perfe&ly take the Colour of the Cloth, eſpecially, if it be Rich 
and Beautiful ; and the Colour that it will take, when the Button-holes come to be preſs'd 
with an hot Iron, very much Fades and Decays, and grows more different from the Cloth 
than it was at firlt ; and therefore, Gentlemen have been, and are ſtill, rempted to em- 
ploy ſuch Taylors, (as, by reaſon of their Obſcurity and Poverty, can break through the 
A& with Security) rather than have their Clothes and their Button: holes of difterent Colours. 

3. There is not the ſame Obje&ion againſt Buttons as againſt Burton-holes, and con- 
ſequently, not the ſame Temptation to break the A& upon account of the one as the other, 
becauſe no. hot Iron is applied to Buttons ; and beſides, in order to enrich the Mo- 
bair, the Buttons are uſually made with Silk and Mohair, mixed rogether, which mixture 
makes the Buttons ſtutable to the fineſt Colours, but if uſcd in the Button-holes would 
have different Effz& ; for rhe hot Iron (which is abſolutely neceſſary) does immediately 
change the Colour of them, ſo, that the Buttons and Button-holes (tho' made of the 
ſame Stuff) will be of diftercnt Colours. 

4 Ir is plain from whart is beſore-mention'd, that the more Rich and B2aurifuvl the Co- 
lours of Cloth are, the more likely the Act isro be broke, and upon this Account, it is 
now more broke than ever ; for the Improvement in Colours of Cloth hath of late been ſo 
very conſiderable, thatit is an Honour, as well as an Advantageto the Nation : Burt if Gcn- 
tlemen canrot with Security have Trimming ſuitable to ſuch Colours, they will be oblig'd 
to make uſe of Siiver and Cold, which will advance a Suit of Cloaths in Price the Sum 
of {ix or ſeven Pound, or elf: fine Colours will be diſcourag'd, either of which will be 
prejudicial, the one by making Silver ſcarcer and Cloaths dearer, and the other by put- 
ting a Stop to the Art and Ingenuity of our Clothworkers. | 

There docs not ſeem to be any Obje&ion to this Expedient, unleſs the Turky Mer- 
chants ſhould think it prejudicial to them, by leſſening the Conſumption of ſo much 
Mohair, as by Law ought to be uſed in Button-Holes ; but it is apprehended this is no 
Objc&ion, ſor theſe Reaſons. 

1. It muſt be confider'd, that by the continual Breach and Evaſion of this A&, the 
Merchant loſzs the Profit of the Buttons and Button-Holes too, whereas by this Ex- 
pedient, the Profit of the Buttons will ve efte&ually ſecured to him. 

2. Great Quantities of B-lladine Silk muſt be uſed in making Cloth Button-holes, 
by which means the Profit of thz Merchant caunot be ar all affected, tho” Cloth Button- 
holes ſhould be gencrally uſed. 


3- The 


E249 

3. The Thtowſters, Wiriders, Dyers, &'c. cannot fnake any Obje&ion to this Expe- 
dient, becauſe they will be employ'd in preparing the Silk for Button-holes, in the 
ſame manner as they now prepare the Mohair-Yarn: 

4+ If it be obje&ted that the Twiſters will unavoidably loſe their Livelyhood ; it 
ought to, be conſider'd, that ten Twiſters will ſupply the whole Town with Twiſt for 

lutton-holes, and ſo the Sufferers can be but few, and beſides, the Profit of the Twiſt 
-or Buttons will, by this Expedient, be effeually ſecur'd to them, which is now in a 
good meaſure loft, m reſpe& to both. 

If the Turky Merchants ſhould make any farther Obje&tions, it may be worth while 
to conſider, whether their Trading in Mohair- Yarn be of ſuch gencral Advantage as is 
pretended, and whether they do not export Silver for the Purchaſe of it, inſtead of W ool- 
len Goods ? | 

Beſides, It may be remembred, that it 1s not above 16 or 17 Years, ſince it was 
thought impoſſible that Button-holes could be wrought with Monair ; and it is believed 
the Turky Merchants themſelves cannot pretend, that the Export of Woollen Goods have 
been greater, ſince the uſe of Mohair, than they were before. 

Add to all this, that one of the moſt Eminent of the Turky Merchants; was himſelf 
o__ very lately to ſay, that if the Taylors continued to Work their Button-holes with 
uch fine ir as they now uſe, the whole Turky Company will not be able to furniſh 
them with it, there being but a very ſmall Quantity in a whole Fleece, that will run ſo 
fine ; and what he ſays appears to be true, trom the great advance of the Price of ſuch 
Goods within this Year, notwithſtanding the Demand for it hath been much lefſen'd by 
the continual Breach of the A& ; and when fine Mohair cannot be had, Gentlemen muſt 


be content with Coarſe, unleſs the ſame be Repealed. 
It is therefore humbly hoped, that the ſaid AR will be Repealed. 
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REASONS 


HUMBLY OFFERED 2 87 


By the Taylors, Button-Sellers, Button-Makers, Throw- 
fters, T'wifters, Dyers, Spinners and Winders, &c. 
for explaining and amending an Af made the Eighth of 
Her late Majefly, Entituled, An A& for Employing 


the Manufacturers, by Encouraging the Conſumption 
of Raw-Silk and Mohair-Yarn. 


I. HE wearing of Buttons made of ſhreds of Cloth, Druggets and other Stuffs, 
extreamly leſſen the Conſumption of thoſe made of Gold, Silver, Silk, Thread, 
Hair and Mohair, and thereby, if not remedied, will deprive at leaſt Fifty 
Thouſand poor Families in getting their Bread, who ſolely depend on the 
Uſe of the ſaid Maniifaftures of Raw-Silk and Mohair-Yara being worked 
into Buttons. 

11. Notwithſtanding an A& of Parliament was obtained to prevent the making and uſin 
of Cloth-Buttons and Button-holes, ſeveral Taylors, in order to get a Trade, have reviv 
the ſaid Faſhion of Cloth-Buttons and Button-holes, ( by which Means they deprive others 
of their Buſineſs, who are unwilling to AR contrary to Law) they taking fach Oppor- 
tunity to work them in that obſcure manner, ſo that as the Law now ſtands, ſufficient 
Proof cannot be had to convi them of the ſame. | 

III. By the AR the Eighth of Her late Majeſty, an ARon is to be bronght in ſome 
of His MaJjtsTY's Comrtsof Record, or Complaint to be made before Two Juſtices of the 
Peace, who are impower'd t» Summon and Examine Witneſſes concerning the Breach of 
the ſaid Law ; which Methods of Proceeding againſt the Offenders being ſo difficult to 
come at, that the ſaid Law jn a manner is rendred uſeleſs. If an AQion be brought a- 
gainſt the Perſon cemmitting the Offence, no other Evidence can be had, but the Servans 
that worked them, = bang Perſons of a ſlender Character and Fortune, and unſettled 
fines ; ſo that before « Tryal can be had, they generally are not to be found ; and if 
ced otherwiſe in Complaint to the Juſtices, there is ſuch Difficulty jn getti 
AR and Determine the Matter; ſo that any thing could ever be done 4 

mm ns Obligation being upon the Juſtice to AQ, that being entirely 


ir own | 
would conſider the Conſequence of the Decay of this Trade, and how 
many Families are oy'd thereby, will fiad that abundance of poor Perſons muſt becomp 
deffitute, if their hoods in the Button Trade is not preſerved unto them. 
V. The following Acavunt being as near a Calculation of the Number of Families em- 
ploy'd in ſeveral' Parts of this Kingdom, in Making of Buttons, Throwing, Twiſting, 
Spinning and Dying the Commodities uſed therein ; 


In the Counties of Cheſter and Stafford, 
In the County of Dor/er, 
In Briftol and Somerſetſhire, 
In the County and City ot Glecefter, 
In the County and City of Worceſter, | 
In the City of Norwich and County of Norfolk, 
In the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
Burrough of Southwark, and Parts adjacent, 


IV.Tt 


— —_—_—_  {Q 


200 


LES 25000 


TI Ir er —_ CL ——_—_————— 


VI. Beſides ſeveral Families in other Parts of this Kingdom z which, if deprived of their 
Livelyhood, many of them muſt inevitably go a Begging, moſt Pariſhes already being 
over-burthened with Poor, wherein they live; ſo that they can ſcarce ſubſiſt at preſent, 
much leſs able to make any further Proviſion for a greater Charge. 


VII. By 
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VII. By Buttons being made of Cloth, &c. that cannot He an Advantage to any but the 
vafair Trader; and, if duly conſidered, what a Part of our Trade the ManufaQtures of 
Raw-filk and Mohair-Yarn makes, it will be found to-be none of onr leaſt -Branches in 
Trade, but deſerves all fitting Encouragement, as will appear by a fair Computatioa of 
what is ManufaQtured amongſt us for Buttons, Ge. each Year, 


Bails of Silk, each Bail 250 Pound-weight, — 2 _ 
Value 200 /, ,per Bail, —— - —— 3 
Bags of Mohair-Yarn, each. Bag weighing 250 Pound-weight, —— ? 
Value 501. per Bag, — — — — —_— 


Gimp. and Thread uſed for Buttons, 100c0 Weight. 
Hair-Buttons made each Year, 48000 Groſs, Fe - 
belides the vaſt Quantities of.,Gold and. Silver Buttons,” and Gold .nd Silver Thread. 

VIII. The Commodities of Raw-Silk and Mohair-Yarg being the Produce of Turkey, 
and are purchaſed, with Woollen .and other Goods, the ManufaQtures of this Kingdom, 
and they coming- here uamanufatured, makes them- much more. yaluable, by employing 
ſuch Numbers of poor Families, as hath already been mentioned. 

IX, If the Produce of Trkey is leſſened in our Conſumption here at Home, * in propor- 
tion ſo much fewer of Cloth and other Goods will be ſent there, whereby will be occa- 
ſioned a Decreaſe of the ManufaQture of our Cloth here at Home, a Leſſeaing the Navi- 
gation, and a Diminution of the Revenue. : | | "RN 

X. For theſe and the like Conſideration, it is humbly hoped, Gentlemen will come in- 
to Meaſures, to make the AQ of the Eighth of Her late Majeſty more extenſive, in order to 
prevent the Miſchiefs complained of; they being of no Service to any but a few clan- 
deſtine Traders: All which is humbly ſubmitted. 
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REASONS 


HUMBLY OFFER'D / 


For the making (by a new BILL) ſeveral As of Parliament 


more effefiual, for the Tncouraging of making Needle- 
wrought Buttons and Button-holes. 


have been a Manufacture of conſiderable Importance to the 


Fi 
4a 


I appears by long t.xperience, that Needle-wrought Buttons . 


Welfare of this Kingdom, inſomuch that whenever {ſuch But- 
tons have been diſus'd, the Wiſdom of the Nation hath alwa 
interpoſed ; as may be ſeen by the ſeveral Acts paſſed in the Reigns 
of King William, Queen Anne, and of his Majeſty in this preſent 


Parliament. 


Yet notwithſtanding the {aid AQts, the Taylors continue to 
make Buttons and Button-holes of the ſame Materials the Cloaths 
are made of; and the {aid Acts cannot be put in Execution, be- 
cauſe of the great Difficulties that attend the Detecting and Pro- 
{ecuting the Offenders. 


If an Action is brought againſt the Perſon committing the Of- 
fence, no other Evidence can be had, but his own Servants, who 
work'd them, and who are Perſons of very {lender Fortunes, and 
mean Characters, and of no certain Reſidence; fo that, before a 
Trial can be had, they generally are not to be found. 


" To praceed by way of Complaint to the Juſtices of the Peace, 
is attended with the {ame Dithculties. 


"Tis objected, indeed, by the Breakers of this Act, That 'tis a 
trivial Matter, not worthy the Cognizance of a High Court of 
Parliament ; and, perhaps, at firſt View it appears ſo to be. 


But if it 1s conſidered, how many Thouſands of Men, Women, 
and Children are imployed in making theſe Needle-wrought But- 
tons and Button-holes ; be{ides Throwſters, Dyers, and Twiſters, 
Sc. concerned 1n preparing the Materials for thoſe poor People, 
this Manufacture will no longer be efteemed an inconſiderable 


Branch of Trade, or a contemptible Method for providing for 
our Poor. 


By 


(2) 

By a Modeſt Computation, above One Hundred Thouſand, if not 
more, in Cheſhire, Staffordſhire, Dorſetſhire, London, ani other 
Places, are hereinconcerned. Andamongſt thele Numbers, area great 
many poor Widows and Fatherlels Children, and Weakly, Aged, 
and Decrepid Perſons (not capable of hard Labour) who if de- 
prived of this Livelihood, muſt of neceſlity become chargeable to 
their reſpective Pariſhes. | 


Raw Silk and Mohair Yarn, of which theſe Buttons and But- 
ton-holes are made, being the Produce of Turkey, and purchaſed 
with the Woollen Manufactures of this Kingdom, a_d coming 
hither Unmanufactur'd, makes them much more Valuable. 


If the Produce of the Turkey Trade is leſſened in our Conſump- 
tion here at Home, in proportion, ſo mitch leſs of our Cloths 
w1ll be {ent thither ; whareb will be occaſioned a Decreale of the 
Export of the Woollen Manufacture of this Kingdom, which none 
but Thinking People, Men who underſtand Trade, are aware of. 


WrrreroreE, In Regard and Compaſſion to ſo many Thouſands of 
Poor People, who'get ther Livelihood by this Manufatture, 'tis 
moſt Humbly Hoped, That this Honourable Houle wzll gzve tle 
Petitioners Relief by ſome Effectual Method, to prevent their 
utter Rune. 
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REASONS for Suppreſling the Wearing of 
/ all Cloth, Stuff, and other Wove-Buttons. 


Humbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the Honourable Houſe of 


Commons. 293 


| HE wearing of Cloth, Stuff, and other Wove Buttons, doth ex- 
tremely leſſen the Conſumption of thoſe made of Silk, Thread, 
Hair, Mohair, and thereby deprive many Thouſands (whoſe ſole 


| Dependance is upon the working of Buttons) of their Employ- 
ment; for want of which they are become a Charge to the Reſpective Pariſhes 
wherein live, as appears by the late great Increaſe of thoſe Relieved 


Poor Manuf: (who before maintained themſelves) at Maxfield, Sher- 


borne, and in and abour the Cities of London and Weſtminſter. | 
In this Trade Children are employed from Six years old , and upwards, 
and very few, if any other; Manufacture doth employ the third part of the 
Children that in this Trade do get their own Maintenance. 
| Not the Button-Makers only , but ſeveral other Trades ( relating to this 
Manufacture) are by thoſe Cloth, and other Wove-Buttons, much prejudiced, 
and more particulary, the Throaſters, Spinners, Twiſters, and Diers, whole re- 
ſpective Trades do very ſenſibly feel. a great loſs by the late Decay of the 
Button-Making-Trade; and this principally occaſioned by the wearing of 
Cloth, Stuff, and dther Wove-Burrons. 
.  Obj. By the-wearing of Cloth and Wove-Bottons , the Woollen Manufa- 
ure is encreaſed, which of all Trades deſerves the greateſt Encouragement, 
and therefore thoſe Woollen-Buttons ought not to be ſuppreſſed. 
. Anſ. Cloth, Stuff, and other Wove-Buttons, are made of the Shreads, 
which , otherwiſe are of no uſe; and notwithſtanding Taylors may (to the 
Gentlemen) reckon the more Cloth when the Buttons are made of the ſame, 
yet in fat, they ſcarce uſe any beſides the Shreads in making them. But 
all the Silk and Mohair (of which other Buttons are made) that are Import- 
ed from Turky, are bought with our Woollen-Cloth ; ſo that in truth, thoſe 
Needle-wrought Buttons do (4 the purchaſe of their Materials) conſume twenty 
times as _— of the Woollen-ManufaQture, as by wearing of Worve-Buttons 
would be conſumed.- And moreover, the Turky-Trade is hereby advanced, 
whoſe Merchants above all others derſerve the greateſ# Encouragement , be- 
cauſe that Trade doth moſt tend to our Intereſt. | 

In or about 1694. the wearing Cloth and other Wove-Buttons , was fo 
generally praQtiſed in France, That thoſe who depended upon Wrought But- 
tons, were thereby almoſt ſtarved, Whereupon the King of France, under 
very ſevere Penalties, prohibited the wearing of all forts of Buttons, but thoſe 
made by the Needle, to the great Encouragement of that Manufacture, and 
Relief of thouſands that might have been otherwiſe ruin'd. Neither are 
Cloth and other Wove-Buttons ſo cheap to the Wearer, as ſome may be 
bought, . which are made with, the Needle ; for conſidering what quantity of 
Cloth, &-c. the Taylor charges for thoſe Buttons, and the making of them, 
(which is done by the Taylors, not the Button-Makers) borh theſe come to more 
than will buy other Buttons; for good Wrought Thread-Gimp-Buttons can 
be ſold for 24. and ſome made of Mohair or Silk, for 4 d. per Dozen. 

Now, forafmuch as the wearing of Silk, Thread, Hair, and Mohair- 
Buttons, doth produce theſe Three great Effetts, viz. 


I. The Employment of many thouſands that muſt otherwiſe either Starve , or be- 
come a Charge to their Reſpettive Pariſhes. 


2. The Encouragement of the Woollen Manufa&ure in the purchaſe of the Materi- 
als wherewith theſe Needle-wrought Buttons are made. 


And 3. The Advancement of the moſt advantagious Trade to this Kingdom, viz. 
the Turky : 

It's humbly hoped, That whatever tends to the prejudice of thoſe Three great 

Ends, ſhall by this Honourable Houſe be ſuppreiſed. And whether wear- 

ing of Cloth, Stuff, and other Wove-Buttons, do not ( for the Reaſons 


ore-mentioned ) tend chereunto, is humbly ſubmitted to your Ho- 
nours great Wiſdom and Conſideration, 


—— 


REASONS 


Humbly Offered, for Bringing in a Bill for Prohiviting 
the Importation of Foreign Buttons made of [ Ws 


and all other Foreign Buttons whatſoever. < hi 
if 


T hath been the Care and Wiſdom of the Parliaments of Fg/a:, to 

Encourage the Manufactures of this Kingdom, and at all times, as -cca- 
110n required, to prohibite the Importation of ſuch Goods and Coinmodities 
as tended to the Deſtruction or Decay of our Eng/iſh Manufactures. 


Particularly by a Statute made 14 Cay. 2. cap- 13. amongſt other Things, 
Buttons made of Thread and Silk wete prohibited to be Imported. 


By the Penning of which Act 'tis plain, That it was the meaning of the 
Parliament, That no Foreign Buttons thould be Imported ; but Buttons made 
of Thread or Silk were only metition'd in the {aid Statute, becaule at that time 
no other Butrons were uſed. 


But ſince the ſaid Statute, Hair Buttons are chicfly uſed and worn ; and 
although the Button-Makers of Eng/and do make better Hair Buttons than any 
arc Imported from Foreign Parts, and are able to ſupply this Kingdom with 
greater quantities of them, than they can make uſe of : Yet ſuch great quan- 
titics of Hair Buttons are daily Imported from beyond the Seas, that the 
good Intention ard Deſign of the faid Statute, as for the Butron Trade, is 
wholly eluded: 


Firſt, Fot, Firſt, by the Importation of Foreign Hair Buttons, the Button 
Trade of England .is fo much decayed, that ſeveral Button-Makers, who 
( before Foreign Hair Buttons were Imported ) uſed to Employ Eleven or 
Twclve Hundred Perſons, cannot now Employ One Hundred. And the Mif- 
chicf is the ſame in proportion to all other Button-Makers. 


| Secondly, Many Thouſands of poor People formerly kept at Work in the 
Button Trade arc like to periſh for want of Employment, and great Numbers 
of Families which read] pai the faid Trade; are daily reduced to ſuch Ne- 
ca that they become Chargeable ro rhe ſeveral Pariſhes where they 
dwell. | 


Thirdly, 1f the Importation of Foreign Buttons be not Prohibited, the Art 
and Myltery of making Buttons in England will be utterly loſt in a very 
ſhort time : And the many Thouſands of People that have been bred up in 
the {aid Trade muſt be forced to'ſcek out new Ways to get them a Lively- 


nood. 


 Fourthly, The Several Trades following; viz. Button-mold-Makers, Silk- 
throwſters, Dyers, Silkmen, and ſeveral other Trades haye a great Depen- 
dance on the Button-Trade and are extreamly Decayed by the Imiporta- 
tion oF Forcign Hair Buttons, and the Silk-twiſters are already totally 
ruined, 

L 


T HE 
OFT HE 
DEALERS Mm: TEA 

| 2.35” 

Y an A&t paſſed in the Tenth Year of his late Majeſty 
B King George, an Inland Duty of Four Shillings per 
Pound (without DiftinCtion of Quality) is charged 
on Tea, over and above the Subſidies, Wc. paid on Impor- 
tation ; which being more than twice the Value at Foreign 
Markets, has of late Years, greatly encouraged the Smug- 
ling of that Commodity, to the carrying great Sums of Mo- 
ney out of the Kingdom, to the Diminution of the publick 
Revenue, to the great Prejudice of the Proprietors in the 
Stock ot the Eaſt-India Company, and the Ruin of the fair 

Trader, | 
The Dealers, by the ſaid At, are under ſeveral Regulati- 
ons, very Burdenſome and Grievous, their Houſes being li- 
able to be enter'd by Perſons unknown to them, and their 
Properties ſubjected to the judicial Determination of Com- 
miſſioners. | 


They are likewiſe liable to ſeveral ſevere Penzlties, on Er- 
rors and Omifhons, which, by Miſtakes of the Officers, and 
their own Servants, are ablolutely unavoidable ; and reſtrain- 
ed from diſpoſing of their Goods after the Duty 1s paid, 
without Permits trom the Officers of the Inland Duties, ex- 
prefling the Names of their Cuſtomers, and Place of Abode, 
whereby the Extent and Circumſtances of their Trade are 
greatly expoſed. 


Therefore, it 1s humbly conceived, the Premiſes confider- 
ed, that not only the Trade for all Teas of a low Price 
(which is by far the greateſt Part of the Confumption) muſt 
be intirely loſt to the fair Trader, to the very great Decreaſe 
of his Majeſty's Revenue, but alſo the fair Trader will be 
continued in a worſe Condition than any other of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subje&s, unleſs reliey'd by this Honourable Houſe. 


THE 


CASE 


OF THERE 


DzAaLERs in TEA. 


A” I Ft 


Short ST ATE of the 


Coftce-Sellers. 


 Humbly Offered to the 


HOUSES of PARLIAMENT. 


\ Sheweth, 


Hat Notwithſtanding there hath 
been great Quantities of Coffee 
Imported of late Years, which 
hath been Ingrofled ; and by that it is 
Advanced from Fourteen per Cent, to a= 
bove Twenty per Cent. To prevent which 
for the Future, the giving Liberty for 
it's being brought from Holland, Durin 
the War, will make it Cheaper, Increiie 


78- - 


its Conſumption, and the King's Re-. 


VENUE. 


287 > 
REASONS © 


Againſt Laying a farther Duty 
upon Prize COCO, Im- 
ported from America, which 
hath already Paid a High 
Duty there. 


Hereas all Prize Goods Imported into the Planta- 
tions, before the At for encouraging the Trade 
to America paid no Duty to the Queen, they were 
Obliged by the ſaid A& to pay a very high Duty, ard to 

give an Encouragement for Importing the ſame into Great 

Britain, in ednſideration of the Duty paid to the Queen 1a 

Amefica they were allowed to be Imported upon a ſmaller 

Duty than formerly. 


And as there is great quantities of Prize Coco Bought 
up in America, that hath already paid the Queens Duty there, 
it is hoped it may be Imported into Great Britain upon the 
Duty as it now is ; bringing a Certificate that it hath paid 
the Duty in the Plantations; there not being any drawback 
allow'd in America, | 


Otherwiſe the Proprietors of the ſaid Prize Coco will be 
great Loſers by the ſame; for that they on the Encourage- 
ment of the preſent AR, for Importing it on the preſent Du. 
ry into Great Britain, did Order their Fattors to Buy large 
quantities, and have advice that they have bought it, and 
that Sum is now upon the Sea, and the remainder will be 
Shipt the firſt opportunity. 


(Note, Whereas Prize Coco pays now 31. 45. 64. per 
Hundred, moſt that is Imported is Conſumed in Great Britaiy, 
but if the Double Duty be laid, then the Importer muſt be 
obliged ro Export it again, to draw back the Duty, by 
that means the Conſumption will be leflen'd, and the 
Queen will Loſe the Duty as is already Paid. 


Py o- 


REASONS 


Againſt Laying a farther 
uty #pon P rige 
COGO, to be In- 
ported into Great 


Britain. 


YO DR of 
- #Þ\s 
SHS$ÞS$ÞSÞSHÞSHÞÞ HH $$$ $$ $$ $$$ Þ Goa 
285 


To the Supreme Authority of this Nation, the Commons 
of ENGLAND aſſembled in PARLIAMENT. 


T he Humble Petition of the {Merchants and others of 


the Cities of LONDON'and BRISTOLL. 
Moſt humbiy ſheweth, — h 
Hat the Petitioners have made their humble Addreſſes to the Com- 
mittee of the Navy and Cuſtomes, ſetting forth the great prejudice 
this Commonwealth doth ſuffer by the Planting and. growing of 
Tobaccoes in England, both in relation ro their ſeverall Forrein Plan- 
tations, whereupon thouſands of Families Engliſh depend abroad, as 
alſo to the manifold Traffique which mutually accrueth thereby to the People 
here at home, by taking off a great part of the ManufaCtures of this Land, belides 
the Intereſt of the State, both in the increafing and maintenance of Shipping and 
Navigation , and for advancing the Publique Revenue thereof in Cuſtomes and 
Exciſe ; and atthe ſame time ſhewing both how unwholſome the 7 #baccoes growing 
ar home arc to the Body, compared with the Forrein, as alſo how impoſſible it 1s 
to plant enough in England, if it could be made ſo good, ſufficient for the con- _ 
_— of the Nation, withour far greater prejudice to the Arrable grounds of o 
this Land. | 1 


Upon all which the Petitioners ne ie Pm the ſaid Honorable Comm tee. 
h 


are ready to make their Report Parliament: + 
 Itis moſt — prayed, That the Parliament will be pleaſed to call 
the ſame, and ſo finally reſolye thereupon, as in their great wiſdomes they © 

ſhall judge beſt, for the encouragement of Trade, and the reliefe of ſo ma- © 
ny poore Engliſh, who have left their Native Soyle, depending for their 
livelyhood upon the Accommodation of Trade with their own Country, 
the chiefe part whereof is in Tobaccoes. And the Petitioners will hope, 
that this favour will _ them readily to ſubmit to the Authority of 

t 


Parliament, as ſoone as the Fleet now upon the Voyage for their Redu- 
Rion ſhall arrive there. | 


- 
» _— 


And the Petitioners ſhall prayJ&+c. 


For the Merchants and Traders of LONDON, 


Thomas Short. Robert Sparrowe. 
Tames Batten. Fohn Butt, 
Hills Whittiagham. 


For the Merchants and Traders of BRISTOL L. 
William Burges. 
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MERCHANTS Trading is TOBACCO, at 


WHITEHAVEN, 21 the County of Cumberland. 


Scotland, the Merchants of Whitehaven trading in Tobacco, were 
(beſides their Exporrations to Foreign Parts) poſſeſs'd of an 
Inland Trade, extending it-ſelf through moſt of the Northern 
Counties of England; And alſo of a conſiderable Trade, then by 
Way of Debenture, into the Southern Parts of Scotland. 


That this was conſiderable, will appear by a View of their 
Importations, compared with their Exports and Debentures, as 
they ſtand in the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, for any Number of 
Years immediately preceding the Union. 


And this neceſſarily ariſes from the Nature of Trade in bulky 
Commodities ; where the Charge of Land Carriage is ſo conſiderable an Article in the 
Price, that, ceteris paribus, it doth not only determine the Extent of the Inland Trade 
of every Port in the adjacent Country ; but alſo, in ſome Meaſure, ſecure and fix it 
there, whilſt it ſtands upon an Equal Foor with the Trade of other Places. 


- 


| FO EFORE the Union between the Two Kingdoms of England and 


—— PAs 
T þ 


At that Time, the Merchants of Scotland, trading in that Commodity, being obliged 
to diſcharge their Ships in England, tho' they had Debentures upon Re-ſhipping their Tobacco 
into Scotland, whereby they draw all back but the Half-Subſidy, yet the 7nc:ident Charges were ſo 
great, and they there lay ſo open to Seizures, if they veatur'd to bring any of their Tobacce 
back into England, that the Rumning-Trade thereby became difficult ; and, conſequently, did 
not much affe& the Trade of Whitebaver, 


But, upon the ProſpeC of the Union, great Quantities of Tobacco, and other Goods paying 
High Duties in England, and little or none in Scotland, were carry'd into Scotland, in order to 
meds Advantages by bringing them back again into England, after the Trade ſhould be laid 
open by the Union. By this, the Trade of Whitehaven did ſuffer conſiderably ; yet the Effe&s 
of it wearing out in a little time, the Traders made no great Complaint. 


Nevertheleſs, the Eſtates which ſome particular Perſons made by that PraQtice, and the Con 
nivance (which, perhaps, was then thought neceſſary) at an Evil that was apprehended to be 
only Temporary, raiſed ſuch an Emulation, and gave ſuch Encouragement to others to attempt 
greater Frauds, as laid the firſt Foundation of that enormous Kunning-Trade, which every honeſt 
Trader is now fo ſenſible of, This pernicious Praftice has from that time gradually increaſed, 
and is now carry'd on by ſuch Numbers ;* with ſo much Þdzftry ; with ſuch Yariery of Methods; 


and 
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and wit!) ſuch Szcceſs, that notwithſtanding all F=de-2u75 thit have been uſed, and the Laws 
m2de to prevent the 9-owing Aiſchief, it is now come to that Height, that the. Traders in White- 
haven, and, in great meaſure, all the Fair Traders every-where, both in England and Scotland, 
are deprived of the Inland Trade of Great Britain, and the ſame is (almoſt wholly) now in the 
Hands of Clandeſt ine Traders; who having found various Ways and Means to evade the Daties, 
or great part thereof, are thereby enabled to fe}l that Commodity, even at any Diſtance, for 
lower Prices than the Fair Traders, who pay the'Duties honeſtly, can afford to do at their own 
Doors, Nor does the Truth of this ſtand in need to be proved by an Enumeration of particular 
laſtaacesz the Ef*&s, which are univerſally felr, are a demonſtrative Proot of the Canſe. 


Woiitehaven, which has ſo many Natural Advantages for carrying on the Plantation-Trade, be- 
yond many other Places, eſpecially in Scotland, is now almoſt intirely ſripr of the Inland Trade 
of Tobacco ;, as will appear by the C»ſfom- Houſe Books : And it is equally Notorious, that the 
fam? is now in the Hands of People trading from G/a/cow, and other Parts of Scorland, 


That the Duties are not fully and fairly paid for the Tobacco with which that Trade is now 
carry'd on, is demonſtrable, trom the exrreme Low Prices for which theſe Tobaccots are ſold. 


Nobody can well believe, that a Trader in G//sow (for Inſtance) where they have not ſo 
great' Natural Advantages as they ordinarily have at Whitehaven, can aſford to ſell his Tobacco for 
the ſame Prices, that thoſe of Whitehaven can, even at equi-diſtant*Places, if they both pay the 
ſame Duties z much leſs, that he can do it for-le/s Prices, and at Places more remote, where the 
Article of Land Carriage is ſo conliderably greater. 


But further 5 It is very Notorious, That a grezt Number of Traders from Scorland have ex- 
tended that Trade, not only by Land-Carriage thro? all the Northern, and ſeveral other Connties 
of England, even to the Diſtance of 200 files and upwards ; but alſo Coaſt-wiſe, even ſome- 
times to the very Ports ot London and Briſtol ; notwithſtanding that they thereby ri/qze over- 
again their Prime Coſts, with an additional Riſque of their Firſ# Freight, and Charges of 
Inzportation : And all this (very often) when there was the greareſ# Plenty, and loweſt 
Markets of that Commodity in Erzglana: And after all, that they do frequently ſell for 
Leſs than the very Duties, This cannot poſlibly be accounted for, by any thing but the 
higheſt Degree of Fraud in the Payment of thoſe Duties. 


This Abuſe is further confirmed by Two FaQts that will undeniably appear y com- 
paring the. Entrics 1n the Cnſtom-Houſe Books” at ' Whitcbavez, . with. ole in Scotland, 
It frequently falls out, that the ſame Ships are imployed ia the 'Cobacco Trade, ſometimes 
by the Traders of Whitehaven, ſometimes by thoſe in Scotland; But though they always 
endeavour to bring their fall Lading ; and uſually do bring the like Number of Hogs- 
heads, yet they conſtantly diſcharge a much greater Quantity in Weight at Whitehaven, than 
they appear to do at the Ports of Scorland. Ga 

The other FaCt is this, There is. an Allowance made at the Cuſtom-Houſes to the 
Ship's Maſter for his giving an Account of all the inward Package of his Cargo ; which 
is called, Hs Portage Bill; and by an Uſage which obtains in the Cuſtom-Houſes in Scor- 
land, as well as thoſe in England, is always a Half per Cent, of the Subſidy, and Additional 
Duty : Thcſe Bills, as to Ships diſcharging in Scot/and, of late Years, do not exceed 
Two Thirds, ſometimes not Ore Half of what they amount to for the ſame Ships, or any 
other Ships carrying a l;ke Number of Hogſheads of Tobacco, and diſcharging in Ergland ; 
And happens not only in a few Inſtances, but ia a!! Ships gezerally, in Proportion to their 
Lading. | 


Theſe Abuſes being now arrived to ſo great a Height ; and the Conſequence being ſo 
obvious, as to affe&t' not only the Fair Trader, but alſo that Branch of the Revenue which 
ariſes trom thoſe Duties; Aad all other Means of Prevention proving hitherto ineffettual ; 
It ſeem'd to be almoſt a General Opinion, during the laſt Seſſion of the late Parliament, that it 
was Neceſfary to reduce the Duties ſo low, as might remove the Temptation to ſo great an. Evil. 


Nevertheleſs, it is ſtill hoped, That as the Trade might bear the Whele Duty, if it were not 
put upon ſo Unequal a Foot by theſe deſtruftive Prattices, ſo, ſome Means may be yer found to 
preſerve both the Dyry and the Trade. 


And it is therefoze propoſed, THAT all Tobacco brought from England into Scotland, 
or from Scotland into England, ſhall be enter'd in ſome Cuſtom» Houſe in that Part of the United 
Kingdom into which it ſhall be ſo brought ; And ſhall pay and ſecure the whole Duties there, 
at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Manner, as they were paid, or ought to have been paid, upon on 

[ 
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firſt Importation into Great Britain : AND, That upon Certificates thereof from the Cuſtom. Houſe 
Officers where ſach Entries are made, the Merchants ſhall draw back the Duties paid or ſecured 
vpn firſt Importation + AND, That all Tobacco brought out of either Part of the United King- 
dom into the other Part thereof, and not ſo Eater'd, ſhall be forfeited. 


If it be DObjected, That this Method interferes with the Articles of the Union, or may put 
the Traders in that Commodity under Hardſhips ; 


It is Anſwered, That it is not inconſiſtent with the Articles of the Vnion, becauſe it is Reci- 
procal ;, And the Benefit of the Fair Trade, which is inteaded to be provided for, is ſtill Equal 
to Both Parts of the United Kingdom. 


And the Objection as to Hardſhips, is only to be confider'd as it affe&ts the Fair Trader ;, for 
no Objection lies ia the Mouth ot him that rrades forl, whom it is intended to Reclaim : 
And it is believed, the Fair Trader will not make the Objection; ſince the Propoſal is 
for his Benefit, and to ſecure him a Share in the Inland Trade, of which he is now wholly ſtripe ; 
And the Advaatage of That, will abundantly balance any Hardſhip that may be fanſy'd to ariſe 
from the Method. 


It is certain, the Fair Trader in Scotland, who pays the Duties Honeſtly, cannot ſell an Ounce 
to any Advantage, in any Part of Great Britain, fo long as the Practice complained of continues : 
He ſuffers equally with the Engliſh Fair Trader, will be equally benefitted by the Remedy, and 
undergoes no ore Hardſhip by it, than the Engliſh Trader does. 
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Merchants Trading in Tobacco 
AT 
WHITEHAVEN. 
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Imployes many great Ships, and breeds up a conſiderable imber of able Coniff 
Y I le vents £ Treat ca all wy liſh Manufactury z not only of 
commodation of Perſons, but for building. Houſes, and Furniture thereto belongi 
z Ill. By which Manufacture, Tob: aſed of the Planters, and broug 
9} Fraight of Ships, and Wages of x Imployed , but advances to tf 
hundred Thouſand Pounds Per Annu, LY _ * 
V IV. A great part of which Tobacco, atte Lpaid the Fraight, and his Majeft " 
parts of Europe, and there Sold to the Increafihg'of the Stock of this Nation. F 
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further Impoſition be laid upon Tobacco, it will produce the Inconvemg 


ng now but Two pence per Pound Cuſtome, great quantities are = Ware-Houſes for Cuſtol e 
billings per Hogſhead, paying the ſaid Nuty and Charges and if a further Impoſition be addeg 


A New Tax will diſcourage the Importation, or being Imported, will cen 5 Stealing of b 
hall be farther laid by carrying it into Our-ports, and Creeks of this Kingdqm,"Whereby they will h ve” 
V I 
-hezpneſs of this Commodity hath cauſed the great Conſumption here, and hath almoſt beaten out all Tobacco of th 
7 other Nation ; and if further charged, will be Imported in leſſer Quantities, becauſe made Dearer by the GÞatnels af 
ag of Stalks among the Tobacco to make it cheap, whereby the Importation will be very much leſſened, 
-ater Duty will Encourage the Planting of Tobacco in England, Ireland, France, Germany, and Holland y For if they cag, make but moo 
Tobacco they Plant,no greater advantage can be made of their Lands ; anda gre of that TThacco will be privateſy STE, ang ms > 
Kingdom, to the Deſtruction of-the” Engliſh Plantations, and the great Impairing of his Majeſties Revenue z For it is conſiderable that 
cco hath been in uſe, there hgth been Endeavours tolay great Impoſitions _ it; But upon Experience, it hath been found, thac when 2 
+en laid upon ir, that the Revenue hath been leſs,than when it hath been Reduced to a ſmaller Proportion : Since it hath been ſerled at Tw 
Majeſty hatlz had a greater In-comb from it,than when chere was much more Impoſed upon it,as will appear by the B0oXF of the cusTo# 


—1 


Examined. &#- 


, 4 | , 
Importation be LeſſonedMtc Exportation of our Native Manufactures, muſt conſequently be much Leſſonag ; for * Merchant 
Buy more or leſs ff th&MinutaCturies of this Kingdom, according to the Quantity he ſhall [mport : And it is conſiderable, how 
*amilics depend Wpon Making and Vending thoſe Manufalturies Exported, perfettly ManufaQtured, and upon fitting of the To- 
* 


yr of this Kingdom will hereby be weakned ; for whereas the Traders for Tobacco, have Built more great Ships, than an 

F whatſoever; many whereof are from Three, to Five Huadred T##s3 which may (as heretofore' they have done ) ec 

of War, and therein Imploy many Thouſand Sea-men 3 theſe will then be wholly laid afide, and they will forbear Buildin 
nd make uſe of much Leſſer. . | - 


ourage the T raders tocarry Tobacco into other Nations, where it pays a leſſer Duty 3 asin Holland, Hembrough, and Zealand 
'dothnot pay above one Half-Penny per Pound, and gives them from thoſe Places, the opportunity to bri Ie R's 
1thſtanding the Att of Navigation ) inſmaller Veſlels. ; " YON OY 


under the Intereſt of this Nationin the Trade to the Plantations, b giving the Inhabitants, and Planters, o i 
- . 9 | t 
C Necellaries from other Places, where they may Vend their Tobacco tOthebeſt Advantage ; and force them to JT 9 he DeGh, 
toraiſe their Commodities there, which is the Native Commcdity of this Nation. Y 


is Objetted, that though it is ſaid Tobacco is ſolittle worth to the Importer h " ” 
b Tot yet the Retailer Sells the ſame at : 
; That is only for ſome Sorts, which is very much better than others ; the quantity of which is ſo ſmall ny oatiacrabh 
I 


anſwer the end deſigned : And the great (quantity which is ordinary Tob 1 i : 
ence Half -pe ..0# or Fae great (q y wary T6 acco ) 1s fold again by the firſt Buyer to the Retailer, 


Hether it benot a Grievance worthy Confideration ; That Tobacco (the Produ2e of © 1 
Irievance our own Plantation 
\vantagious to his Majeſties Revenue) ſhould yet be further impoled upon, bythe Govemone as Oo 
29k Duties there, not only upon the Planter, but Importer ; and that not upon Goods or ManufaQuries, 
hereby he is Rendred leſs able to pay his Majeſties Cuſtoms, &c. 


'ints, and Traders in Tobacco, that if an jections ſhall : | 
\ Houſe to anſwer the ſame. * / OY ns ſhall be made to apy of the Reaſons aforeſaid, 


t/b 3: 
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To the Honourable the Knights, Commiſſioners of Fhires, 
Gtizens, and Burgeſſes of Great-Britain in Parliament 
Aſſembled. | 

The CASE of Fohn Rotherhan. 
2 04 


FTE 2 Þ þ NO 4 


HAT in the Year 1712, the ſaid Rotberbaws preſented a Memorial to the 
MJ) Honourable the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, ſetting forth the Loſs ſu- 
VS) ſtained in the Royal Revenue by pretended Damag'd Tobacco having the Duty 
SA remitted, and yet a Draw back allowed thereon, with an effetual Means to 

S&| prevent ſuch Frauds in Time to come, which M:moria/:, Eftimates, and other 
| — Papers were by the ſaid Commiſſioners Order entred in one of their Books, 
which Commiſſioners the ſaid Rotberbam atcended divers Times, and preſented them with 
Supplementary Mimoria!s relating thereto without receivingoatisfa&tion what would be done 
therein ; and when there was a Bill depending in t6js Honourable Houſe encituled a BILL 
for leſſening the Draw-ba:ck of -Tobacco carry'd into Ireland, the ſaid Rotherbam at his own 
Charge, printed a great Number of Papers ſetting forth the Marrers aforeſaid, and atten- 
ded enend Days the Delivery of them to the Houſe, and cauſed a Clauſe to be drafep;) 
and a fit Number of them Tranſcrib2d, to prevent Lofsin the Revenue bÞ-undue D | 
back on Damag'd Tobacco, and deliver'd Copies thereof to ſeveral Members of :4;s honourable 


Houſe, but ſuch BILL not being carry*d on, but another BILL ordered co. Lg 
a 


enticuled, A BILL for encouraging the Tobacen Trade, which the lame; Seflions faſſed into- 
Ac, wherein is incertsd che Clauſe propps'd by the ſaid; Retberbamy, 2 

The ſaid Ruberbam petitioned the Earl oF Oxfyrd, wheh Lord High-Treaſe rer, ptaying 
a Conlideration for his paſt, and to enablahimyfor farther Service;. andtho' tiehad a Cer- 
rificate of his Performance, and he recommended to the-ſaid Earl by y Members of this 
honourable Houſe, ſuch Pericion had-no effect, . i, 2 -p 

1 he ſaid Rotherham petitioned his Grace the Duke of Sbrew/bury when Ld. High-Treaſu- 
rer thereon, which Petition his Grace lefr-in the Treaſury, bur had no AnfſWer therecy; 
his Grace having the Staff bur a ſhort Time, wherein Aﬀeaics of che higheſt Importance 
were depending, | | | , 

The ſaid Retberbam preſented his Petition.to the late Lords of the Treaſury, and attended 
the Treaſury-Office ſeveral Months, and made all other proper Applications, ho was ad- 
viſed co, in hopes of a Reward for his Service without obtaining any, and it thus appearing 
the Remedy to prevent the Evil complained of hath been long ſince recommended by the 
ſaid Rother bam to the Commiſlioners of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, and that he petitioned this 
Honourable Houſe, and attended them thereon, and that the Clauſe offer'd by him is 
made part of the ACT. for encouraging the Tobacco Trade. Rt, | 

[. Whereby, The Money advanced on, and with which that Revenue is charged will 

be ſovoner paid off... _ | A AR. | 

IT. The Subject leſs burthened with Taxes, by leſs Intereſt being paid. - 

HI. The Reputation of the Trade of this Kingdom in that Commodity advanced. 

LV. The Planters of Tobacco in His Majeſty's Dominions in America, and our Naviga 

tion encourzged. :- | | 

- The ſaid Rotherham did heretofore repreſent, as appears in one of the Cuſtom: houſe- 
Books, that there were many Frauds uſed in the Manufacturing Tobacco, by Colouring, A- 
dulterating, and Mixing, t»r Smoaking and Snuft ; bur did not ſo much inſiſt thereon, as 
on deſtroying Uncuffom'd T.baceo, lelt offering at too much at once ſhould nor only have 
appear'd perplexing, bur have mer wich more Oppoſition by Means of unfair Dealers, 
and the ſaid Rorberbam by ſeveral of his Peticions, and otherwiſe, ſer forth the Neceflicy of 
having 1 particular Perſon appointed to have inſpeRed the Manufacturing of, and Burning 
Damag'd Tobacco thereby to prevent His Mafeſty being defrauded in His Revenue thereon : 
and had that bzen vone, and the ſaid Rotherham been appointed the Perſon fo to do, great 
Parr of the Frauds ſince committed would have been prevented, and the Offenders before 
this Time ſtop'd in their Pernicious Praftices, or ſooner under Proſecution for the ſame. 

The ſaid Rotherbam humbly believes he can propoſe ſome Clauſes proper to be added to 
a BILL now depending in tbis Honourable Houle enticuled, A BILL ro prevent the Miſchief« 
af Manufatluring Leaves, and other Thmgs to reſemble Tobacco, whereby when ſuch BILL paſl- 
fzth into an AR, the Adulterating char Commodity will moſt effeRually be prevented. 

| 


Therefore the ſaid Rotherham by his Humble Petition to YOUR Honours, prays, 
That @ Clauſe may be incerted in the ſaid BILL now depending for bim to be appeinted th: 
Officer to put ſuch Law in Execution ( te having bad near 20 Tears Experience in the To- 
bacco-Trade ) with ſuch Sallary as ſb all be thought fit, in Conſideration of the Service by 
bim done, to the advancing the Royal Revenxe, and his great Pains, Expence, and Applies- 


tron therein for many Years, and about which be bath ſpent moſt of bis Subſt ance without 
any Reward. 


All which is moſt bumbly ſubmitted to YOU R HONOURS great Wiſdim. 


- JLL 
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OF 


Fobn Rotherham, 


Humbly Preſented 
To the HONOURABLE 
THE 


Houſe of Commons, 
Relating to the 
Manufatturing of 
Corrupt and Damag'd 
TOBACCO. 
May 1716 
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REPORT to the Right Honourable the 
Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, 
by Humpbry Brent, one of the Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms in Scotland, of Frauds in the 
Tobacco Trade, 


May it pleale your Lordſhips. 


N Obedience to your Lordſhip's Commands of the 4th of May laſt, ſigni- 
fied by Mr: Walpole to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, That it was 
your Lordſhips Pleaſure I ſhould Survey the Ports, and ſee the New $ur- 
veyors put in a Regular Method iu their reſpective Stations; 1 ſet out 
from Edwmgburgh the zoth of May laſt, and did not return till the 18th of 
Fuly, believing your Lordſhips might diſpence with my Attendance at the Board, 
if 1 could be able in my Survey, to make any diſcovery of the Frauds com- 
plained of in the ſeveral Momorials of the Merchants of Briftol, Leverpool, and 


Whitehaven, an Inquiry which hath been often preſſed and recommended by 


your Lordſhips, 

I have, as I was commanded, ſeen every one of the Four New Syryeyors 
Station'd at their reſpective Poſts, and given them the beſt Inſtruaions 'Fawas 
capable of, by.,which I hnmbly conceive they will hereafter be able, if they 


are Diligent and Faithful in their Truſts, to prevent thoſe groſs Frauds that, 


in the Progreſs of my Survey and Inquiry, I found had been committed in the 
Tobacco Trade. 

Upon my coming to Glaſgow, Port Glaſgow and Greenoek, I acquainted the 
Officers with the ſeyeral Complaints Exhibited againſt them by the Engliſh 
Merchants, and earneſtly preſs'd them to make a diſcovery of the Frauds, of- 
fering them at the ſame . Time, to interceed for their Remiſſion if they had 
been themſelves guilty: From ſome had an Acknowledgment that a Turn of 
the Scale when a Hhd was much damaged, had been given the Merchant, of 
about Sixteen Papynd weight, beſides the Allowances by Law, and from oth 
many Arguments to make me believe the riſe of the Clamour proceeded from 
Jealouſies in Trade; but none as I remember wonld ſay, but that all the Officers 


were Men of Integrity, and never privy to any deſign in prejudice of his Ma- 


jeſty's Revenue. I muſt do Mr. Graham, ColleQor of Port Glaſgow, the Juſtice 

to ſay, he was of Opinion, ſuch great quantitys of Tobacco could not be ſent 

trom Scotlaud into England, without ſome unwarrantable Allowance at the Scale. 

But 1 coyld not think theſe Anſwers ſufficient, and therefore I Enteted uv 

; jig, which, 1 moſt humbly preſume, will give a great Inſight into the 
rauds. 

The Merchants of Glaſgow are the principal Importers of Tobacco : The 
Places of Diſcharge are, Port Glaſgow the Chief Port, and Greenock its Member 
but two Miles from it: After the Duty is pay'd, or for the moſt part Secured 
at Importation, they ſend by Permit all their Tobacco in Lighters to the Town 
of Glaſgow for dreſling (except when an immediate Exportation is intended) and 
from thence it is ſent by Permit to any Part of the Kingdom of South or North 
Britain, for Exportation or Home Conſumption. 1 therefore directed the Prin- 
cipal Officers of Pors Glaſgow, Greenock, and the Colleftor of Glaſgow Town, to 
prepare me ſeveral Accounts themfelyes (which I am ready to produce) apnext 
the Titles of them to my Report, 

Out 
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Out of theſe ſeveral Accounts 1 find, 


1ff. That from the 1ſt day of Jazuary 1719-20. to the laſt day of Decem- 
following, there were Crew at Port Glaſer and Greenock, 6879 Hhds of 
Tobacco, containing in Weight at the Kings Scales, 2983112 pounds wt. that 
the Bonds for the Bondable Dutys of the ſaid Tobacco were diſcharged by 
Expor:tation (__ yery unconſiderable Sum) and that Permits have been 
you by the Colletor and Comptroller of the Town of Glaſgow within that 

ime for 411916t pounds wt. out of which there is a deduction firſt to be 
made of 40030 pound wt. which came there Coaſt-ways from Irvine, and then 
the Permits will exceed by 1096049 pounds wt. what was Imported in that 
Year and paid or ſecured the Duties. 


2dly. That from the 1ſt of January 1720-21 to the laſt day of Decem. following, 
there were Imported at Port Glaſgow and Greenock 11566 Hhds of Fobacco, 
containing in weight at the Scale 51663338 pounds ; That the Bonds for the 
Dutys Bondable of the ſaid Tobacco, are for the moſt part already diſcharged 
by Exportation ; That of the ſaid Importation 4245767 pounds wt, were 
brought to the Town of Glaſgow 3, and that Permits were ou by the Col- 
lefor and Comptroller within that Time for 5673996 pound weight which is 
1428229 pounds - wt. more than was brought up to the Town from the Ports 
in that Year, and paid or ſecured the Duries. 


In order to obiate all Objetions to this Inquiry, I ſhall lay 
betore your Lordſhips, in a more particular manner the 
following Facts. 


1ſt. In April 1729 VValter Blarr, Alexa=der Oſwald, and ſeveral others, En- 
tered at Port Glaſgew, from on Board the Ship called the Suceeſs, Robert Webſter 
Maſter, 138 Hhds of Tobacco, containing of weight at the Scale 52559 pounds, 
which upon an Average is 380 pounds wt. each Hhd, But upon Examination 
of the Export Accounts, and Permits Coaſt-vays,and by Land Carriage granted 
to the ſaid Merchants, for the Tobacco Imported in the ſaid Ship, it appears 
that 108946 pound wt. have been permitted to paſs, which is 56387 pounds wr. 
more than the quantity firſt Entered Inwards, and according to the weight of 
the Hhds. Imported upon an Average, is 498 pounds weight on cach Hhd, for 
which no Duty was either paid or ſecured. 


24, In December 1720 Richard Graham did Enter at Port Glaſcow, from on 
Board the Ship. Centurion, Abraham Drinkald Maſter, 288 Hhds. of Tobacco, 
containing in weight at the Scale 110254 pounds, which upon an Average is 382 

unds wt. each Hhd. Upon making the like ſtate of the quantity Entered 
nwards from on Board this Ship, and upon comparing it with what was Con- 
veyed by Permits to ſeveral Parts of Britain, it appcars that 177005 pounds wr. 
have been Permitted to Paſs, which is 66751 pounds wt. more than the 
Quantity firſt Entered, and according to the weight of the Hhds. Imported upon 
an Average is 231 pounds wt. on each Hhd, 


| 3d. In Decem. 1720 Samuel Af.call did Enter at Port Glaſgow, from 
Board the Ship Little Page, Thomas Hyndman Maſter, 338 Hhds. ot Tobacco, 
containing in weight at the Scale 144539 pounds, which upon an Average is 
372 pounds wt. each Hhd. Upon making the likeState of the Quantitys Entered 
Inwards, and upon comparing it with what was Convey'd by Permits to ſeveral 
Parts of Brieain, it appears that 168960 pounds wt, have been permitted to 
paſs, which is 24421 pounds wt. more'than the quantity firſt Entercd, And ac- 
cording to the weight of the Rhbds. Imported upon an Average, is 62 pounds 
wt, on each Hhd, 


4th. la Oftober and November 1720, Richard Murrey did Enter at Port Glaſgow 
from on Board the Ship Iſobel John Park Maſter, 206 Hhds. of Tobacco cun- 
taining in weight at the Scale, 87544 pounds, which upon an Average 15 425 
pounds wt, cach Hhd. npon making the like State of the quantity Entered 1n- 
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wards, and upon comparing it with what was convey'd by P-rmits to ſeveral 
Parts of Britain, it appears that 157954 pounds wt. have been Permitred to 
Paſs, which is 70410 pounds wt. more than the quantity firſt Entered, and ac- 
cording, to the weight of the Hhds. Imported upon an Average, is 341 pounds 
weight on each Hhd. 


gth. In Ofober 1720, Richard Graham did Enter at Port Glaſgow, from on 
Board the Ship Robert, George Mudſon Maſter, 198 Hhds. of Tobacco, con- 
taining ia weight at the Scale, 81464 pounds, which upon an Average is 41x 
pounds wr. each Hhd. upon making the like State of the quantity Entered {n- 
wards, and upon comparing it with what was convey'd by Permits to ſeyeral 
Parts of Britain, it appears that 135904 pounds wt. have been Permitted to 
Paſs, which is 53537 pounds wt. more than the quantity firſt Entered, and 
according to the weight of the Hhds. Imported upon an Average is 270 pounds 
wt. on each Hhd. 


6th. In Oftober 1720, John Mfacland, did Enter at Greenock, from on Board 
the Ship Submiſſion, Anthony Croſtw'fte Maſter, 257 Hhds. of Tobacco containing 
in ders at the Scale, 98442 pounds, which upon an Average is 383 pound wrt. 
each Hhd. upon making the like State of the quantity Enter'd Inwards from on 
Boar1 this Ship, and upon comparing i: with what was conyey'd by Permits 
to ſeveral Parts of Britain, it appears that 162535 pouuds wt. have been Per- 
mitted to Paſs, which is 64193 pound wt. more than the quantity firſt Enter'd, 
and according to the weight of the Hhds. Imported upon an Average is 249 
pounds wrt. on each Hhd. | 


TAth, In Fuly 1720, Walter Blair and Comp. did Enter at Greenock, from on 
Buard the Ship Chimney, Richard Hrriſon Maſter, 179 Hhds. of Tobacco, con- 
' raining, in weight at the Scale, 94650 pounds wt. upon an Average is, 528 

unds wt.- each Hhd. upon making the like State of the quantity Enter'd 1n- 
wards from on Board the Ship, and upon comparing it with what was convey'd 
by Permits to ſeveral Parts of Brita, it appears that 127807 pounds wr. have 
been Permitted to Paſs, which is 33157 pounds wt. more than the quantity 
firſt Enter'd, and according to the weight of the Hhds. Imported upon an 
Average is 185 -pounds wt. on each Hhd. | . 


Sth. In Janzary and February 1720-21 John Srack and others did Enter at 
Port Glaſgow, from on Board the Ship Francis, Wiliam Whiteſide Maſter, 334 
Hhds. of Tobacco, containing . in weight at the Scale 140439 pounds, which 
upon an Average is 420 pounds wt. cach Hhd. upon making the like State of 
the quantity Entered | Lay and upon comparing it with what was conyey'd 
by Permits to ſeveral Parts ,of Briram, it appears that 202314 pounds wt 
have been Permitted to Paſs, which is 61875 pounds wt. more than the 
_quantitys firſt Enter'd ; and according to the weight cf the Hhds, Imported 
upon an Average is 18, pounds wt. on cach Hhd. pl, | 


" gth. In Fuly 172c, Andrew Leitch and Comp. with others, did Enter at 
Greenock, from on Board the Ship Mazarine, Richard Kelfick Maſter, 345 Hhds 
of Tobacco, centaining 165420 pounds, which _ an Average is 479 pounds 
wr, each Hhd. upon making the like State of the quantity Entered Inwards, 
and upon comparing it with what was convey*d by Permits to ſeveral Parts 
of Britain, it appears 186103 pounds wt. have been Permitted to Paſs, which 
is 20683 pounds wt. more than the quantity firſt Enter'd, and according to 
the = "1 of the Hhds. Inzported upon an Average is 60 pounds weight on 
each . FR 


The ſeveral Quantitys of Tobacco in theſe Nine Articles that exceed the 
Merchants juſt and proper Credit, ſerve for Home Conſumption, and ought 
to haye been ſubje&t to the Whole Dutys and [mpoſitions, which would have 
amounted to 9542 1, 155, 44. 4. 

Theſe 
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Theſe Farts I have Colleted from the jeveral Accounts v2tore mentioned, 
delivered to me by thz proper Officers of Port Glaſgow, Greenock, and Glaſgow 
Town, after they were carefully examin'd and compar'd with the Original 
Books, by my felt and Mr. Colquit ColleQtor of the Port of Leith, whom I took 
with me on this occaſion. I earneſtly indeed wiſhed this Search had not taken 
up ſo much of my Time, and that I had been able to have lain before your 
Lordſhips in the ſame manner, the Examinations of the reſt of the Shi 
Entrys and Diſpatches in the Year 1720, but one of the Commiſſioners of che 
Cuſtoms reſiding in London, and another of them being Sick, 1 was under a 
neceſſity of returning to Edingburgh, there not being a Board without me, 1 

muſt obſerve to your Lordſhips, that the Tryal of theſe Nine Ships was under- 
* taken without Fany Information given me, and that there appeared no more 
grounds to ſuſpe& Frauds in them, than in any other Tobacco Ships in that 
Year: And if the reſt, when Examin'd into, ſhould be found lyable to the ſame 
Imputation of Fraud, then in proportion to what is found on the before men- 
tioned Ships, the Frauds of the Years Importation in 1729 will amount to 
near 30000 l, | 


In my Survey I found that the Ship Kent of Whitehaven, Joſeph Kelrick Ma- 
ſter with Tobacco, deliver, d at Kirkudbright in January 1919-20. I thought 
it neceſſary to know how this Ship had been diſcharged, that ſome Judgment 
might be made of the Merchants TranſaRtions at theſe by Ports, and having 
traced this Cargo in the manner | did thoſe of the other Ships, it appears 
that there was Entered by Thomas Lutwidge of Whitechavea, 241 Hhds, in weight 
at the Scale 145242 pounds, which upon an Average 15 602 pounds wt. each 
Hhd. upon comparing the quantity Exported and ſent Coaſtways with the 
Entry Inwards, 1 find that 165882 pounds wt. have been Permitted to 

Paſs, which is 20640 pounds of Tobacco more than was fairly Imported 
' or paid or ſecured the Dutys, and according to the weight of the Hhds. Im- 
ported, upon an Ayerage is 85 pounds wt. on each Hhd. and that the ſame was 
carried into England for Home Conſumption. The Loſs to the Crown in this 
Fraud, as to ſo much as is diſcovered, amounts to 436 l. 6s. 5d. And Ihave 
reaſon to believe the Damage was more Conſiderable, beczuſe for want of 
Coaſt- Books in the late Collectors time, I was not able to figd out what was 
Carried Coaſtways, or by Land-carriage fince Auguit, 1720. 


Furthermore I find by the Coaſt Accounts from the 29th of Sept. 1918, to 
the 25th of Decem. 1721, that there have been ſenx Coaſtways, and by Land- 
carriage from Scotland into England in that Time 3911445 poupds wt. of To. 
bacco, the Duty whereof would have amounted to $26Yg.l. 195. 24. 3. and 
on the Branch of Impoſt on Tobacco fron 1 Auguſh 1716, to 25th March 
1722, there has been Received but 1351. 65. 34. 3. to which the other 
Dutys, viz. Old Subſidy, New Subſidy, Additional Duty, and \ Subſidy be- 
ing .added, makes the whole produce on the Home Conſumption in that time 
about 2702 [. 175. 7d. which is the Duty of about 108105 pounds wr. of 
Tobacco. By this it appears that the Merchants of Scotland, in three Years 
and three Months (beſides what they have Conſumed at Home) ſupplied Eng- 
land with 3803340 pounds of Tobacco more than what they have pay'd Dut 
for in Five Years and Eight Months, and which ought to haye produced abour 
the Sum of 799821. 65. 74. 2. 


If it ſhould be Objcaed, 
iſt. That Part of this Great Quantity of Tobacco fent into Rngland might 


from thence have been Exported and ſo'have Drawn back the Duty, Except 
half the Old Subſidy. 


24. That Part of it might haye been the Allowances for Damage and of 
$ per Cent at Importation, = 


{t 


_ 
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It is Anſwered, 


r 
1B. That the Inſtances to be given of ſach Exportation are very few, and 
the Quantity inconſiderable : Neither is it to be underſtood how a Merchant 
in Scotland in fair way of Trade, can find his Account in Importing Tobacco 
there, then ſending it to London or Baiſto , and from thence Exporting it to 
ign Parts, when the ſame might have been mare eaſily done at the Place of 
Importation with leſs Hazard and Expeace. | 


24, That no Part of that Great Quantity of Tobacco. ſent into England, 
could have been the Dammages, and 8 per Cent allowed at Importation ; for 
as the Money paid for the Duty ſince the 1ſt of Auguft, 1716. is ſo jnconſide- 
rable, the Merchants of Scotlaad muſt at leaſt have retained thoſe Advantages 
to anſwer their own Conſumption, 


The Conſumptiqn of Scor/and before the Union is reckoned to have been 
ut 3005 Hhds. Yearly ; it they weighes the ſame oe with another as theſe 
hds. Imported In the Year 1920, the weight of them would be 1302c00 
pounds: And tho? there is reaſon to believe that there is more Tobacco now 
"Conſumed in Scotland then there was before the Union, yet out of the Im- 
tion of the Year 1720. there remains but 521517 pounds wt. for Home 
Conſumption, which, according to Computation, is leſs than was Conſumed 
before the Union by 780483 pounds, or 1993 Hhds of Tobacco, 


Upon the whole your Lordſhips will perceive great Probabilities of the 
Frauds from the Compariſon made of the Importation in the Year 1720, and 
1721, with the Permits granted thoſe Years, the Duties of the Exceſs inthe 
Year 1720, amounts to 231704. 45. 2d. and in the Year 1921. (if all the 
Bonds are diſcharged by Exportation) to the Sum of 3otgr L. 135. 44. That 
upon Traceing the Cargos of the Nine o_ at Port Glaſgow and Greenock, 
there appears to have been a dire& and poſative Fraud of 9542 Ll. 15 5. 44.5 
and great reaſon to believe ſome will be found more than three times as much 
if the whole Years Cargoes were traced in the ſame manner, 


And Laſtly, It appears that there is a Quantity of Tobacco ſenc into Emg- 
land within the Compaſs of three Years and three Months, the Duties of which 
(if none was Exported from thence) ſhould have produced 82684 1. 195. 24. 
Whereas but about 27001, has been Accounted, for as the Neat produce of 
the Duties on Tobacco from the firſt of Auguſt 1716, to Lady Day 1722. 


Theſe Things being produced from ſo many different ways of Examination, 
it is moſt humbly conceived, they do verify each other, 


November 1 5th, 1722. All which is moſt humbly ſubmicted w 
Your Lordſhipy Great Wiſdom, 

H. Brent. 
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ANSWERS by the Merchants of Glaſgow to the Report 
of. Humpbry Brent Eſq; One of the Commiſſioners of 
Co in North-Britain, concerning Fraudsin the Tobacco 

rade. 


Very one who Reads this'Report, muſt obſerve, that it is intended a- 
gainſt all Tobacco Tradets in North Britain , But principally againſt 
us, as being the Principal Importers of that Commodity ; The deſign is 
to prove that Frauds have been commited in the Importation 'of Tobacco to 
the Prejucice of the King's Revenue, The Method in which this Deſign is pur- 


- ſued js as follows. 


1ſt. Mr. Brent conſiders the Quantity of Tobacco Imported by us, and 
weighed at the King's Scale in the Years 1720 and 1721, and com ring it 
with the quantity of Tobacco, contained in the ſeveral Permits which have 
been taken out by us, in that period of Time, finds the latter to exceed the 
formex, and trom thence Inferrs, That very conſiderable Frauds have been 
committed in the foreſaid Two Years. | 


24ly. He picks out Nine Ships, conſiders the quantity of Tobacco Imported 
in them in the Year 1720, and comparing it with the quantities contain'd in the 
Permits taken out for ſaid Ships Cargoes, finds the exceſs of the latter above 
the former, to be conſiderable; from thence concludes a Fraud committed in 
the Importation of theſe Cargoes. | 


z3dly. And Laſtly, He conſiders the quantity of Tobacco ſent from Swrland 
to England, in the ſpace of Three Years and Three Months, viz. from September | 
the 29th 1718, to Decem. 25th 1721, and comparirg it with the Dutics paid 
on Home Conſumption of Tobacco, from Auguſt the 1 1716, to March the 25th- ' 
1722, finds that for the greateſt Part of this Tobacco ſent into Englard, in the- 
foreſaid Time, no Duties have been paid, and therefore concludes, T1 hat a Fraud 
have been committed in its Importation. 


The Firſt and Second Articles of the Charge, are intirely built on the Per- 
mit Books of Glaſgow, and ſo alſo is part of the Third Article, therefore its 
neceſlary to conſider, in the Firſt Place, how far this Foundation is good, or 
what Credit is to be given to theſe Books. It is certain, that there is no Law 
by which the Merchant is obliged to take out Permits for Goods going by 
Land-Carriage, nor is it the praftice of Sourh Britain, cxcept when the Mer- 
chant thinks fit to do ſo for his own conveniency, that-is to prevent trouble- 
that might ariſe from his Goods being ſtop't by any. ſuſpicious Officer of the- 
Cuſtomsz. Therefore there can be no L aw nor Appinanment whatſoever, authori-- 
ſing Books for ſuch Permits: For this Reaſon, they cannot, bear Faith, and 
eſpecially conſidering that no Merchant ſigns a Reccipt of his Permits, nor 
theſe Permit Books. To fortify this, its further to be obſerved, that Glu/oow 
is neithcr a Port, nor Afember, but only a Key or Wharf of the Port, and thos 
Mr. Brent 2ntion in his Report of the Colleftor of Glaſg.w, yet ſeeing 
there are rebar the Revenue made there, for this Reaſbn, there carx 
be no Colleftor, and he that goes under that Name, is no other than an Officer- 
appointed by the Commiſſioners to give, Permits to the Merchaats, when they 
Pleaſe to call for them.. 

Another Thing: which ſhews than-no Credit car. be given to theſe Books, is 
thas they have never bcen kep'd in any regular Form, this Mr. Brent very well 
kaows; for in hisSurvey mcationed in the Report, he ſettled a Vorw for keep- 
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$17 theſe Books, and appointed the Officer in all time coming, to obſerve it. 
Had the Merchants been charged with all the Permits taken out upon any one 
Ships Cargo z and on the other ſide,been diſcharged by the weight of ſaid Cargo, 
at the King's Scale, if the Permits in this Caſe had exceeded the Importation, 
and the Merchant could give no good Reaſon for that Exceſs, from hence ſome- 
thing, wight have been concluded, but being otherwiſe, no juſt Inference can be 
made ſach Accounts, 


By reaſon of this Informality of the Books, it has happened, 


1, That in taking out Permits for any Parcel of Tobacco going into the 
Countery, we did not ſtudy to name the particular Cargo in the Permit, of which 
that Parcel was a Part, or the Ship in which it was Imported, bur left it to our 
Servants to mention in the Permit any Ships Cargo in which they knew we 
were intereſted. Hence it muſt neceſſarily come to pal, that more Permits are 
taken ont upon one Ships Cargo than what is our juſt Credit, and yet no Frand 
is committed, becauſe the Permits that are taken out upon other Ships Cargo's, 
may come ſhort of our Import and Credit upon ſuch Ships. 


24ly. By reaſon of the [nformality of theſe Books, it has alſo happened, that 
Permirs twice given out to fair Traders for one and the ſame Parcel of Tobacco, 
have piſo been twice Book*'d. Firſt there are conſiderable quantities of To-= 
baeco ManufaQtured, carried with Permits into the Country to Fairs and Pab- 
lick Markets, the remainder of this Tobacco that is unſold is returned hither, 
and upon other occaſions, again carricd out into the Country;with new Permits. 
Secondly, Tobacco going from this Place by Land-carriagg#FPorts in the Eaſt 
Country, as Leith, Borroufftownneſs, &c. for Exportation, were formerly in 
uſe to be conveyed thither, with Permits for each ſmall el that went off 
at a time, upon theſe Permits, an Entry was made Outwards on the whole Cargo, 
and nothing elſe was demanded but a Certificate from the Colle&or Inwards, 
that the Tobacco paid the Duty : But ſome Years agoe, the Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms appointed juch Certificates Inwards, to remain at Glaſgow, and i 
ſtead of them appointed a Permit for the whole Cargo to be taken out wir 
the Importers Affidavit Indors'd, teſtifying that the Duties were paid, and 
theſe Permits were t6 have the ſame Effet at the Ports for precuring a De- 
benture to the Exparter, as the Certificate Inwards : By this means, after this 
Regulation took place, not only ſingle Permits were iſſued for each Parcel,but alſo 


a General Permit for the whole Cargo; which laſt was never taken out till the 


whole Cargo was goge up: Both thele Permits for one and the ſame Tobacco, 
were alſo Booked. 


3ly. There are alſo conſiderable quantities of Tobacco MannfaQured into Roll 
in this Place, both for Export and tnland Conſumprion, upon this Tobacco there 
is always an increaſe of weight, for which Permits are given out and no allog- 
ance is made for it ia the Books, 


bly. Aud ly. Great quantities of Tobacco-ſtalks, are Ship'd from 
WY. . and LIES of England, and come to this Place z no Credit is given 
for them in the Permit Books, and yes being Manufactured with other Tobacco 
into Rall, are Permitted go Paſs through the Country, and theſe Permits are 
Charged upon the Merchants 1a the foreſaid Books. 


Prem all theſe Particulars, the diſorder of theſe Books is abundantly eyident, 
and. conſequently no Faith or Credit can be given them nor can any Fraud 
be inferred from; and of Courſe Mr. Brews Report, which is foun upon 
them muſt fall to the Ground. 


Having thus ſhewn how weak that Foundation is, upon which Mr. Brent 
bath built bis Charge agrinft vs, we ſhall yo go on $0 conſider the part 
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He fays that from January 1719-20, to the laſt of December following, We 
Imported into Port _- and Greenock, 6870 Hopſheads, roy. 
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culars of that Charge. The Firſt is drawn Fom a Computation of the To- 


bacc9's Imported by us, in the Years 1720, and 1721, comparel with Perngics 
taken out by us in that Time. 


pounds wt. Tohacco, and in that Year took ont Permits for 4119161 | 
which ſabſtra&ing go000 that came Coaſt-ways from Irvine, there te r- 
geable upon us 4079161, which exceeds the quantity Entered that Year by 


m 


1096049 Ib. Tobacco, for which no Duty was paid or ſecured. 


This needs no other Anſwer than, that the Permits taken ont by us in the 
Year 1720, were not only for Tobacco I[mparted that Year, but alſo for Tobacco 


amported in the Years 1718, and 1719 ; as appears by the Permits themſelves. 


He ſays farther, that from January 1 1725-21, to the laſt of Decem. follow- 


Ing, we Imported at Port Glaſgow and Greenock, 11556 Hhds. containing 5166388 


Ih. That of the aid Importation, 4245767 1b. came to the Town of 
Glaſgow, 2nd Permits have been given by the Colletor and Comptroller, within 


That time for 5673996 1b. which is 1423299 1b. more than was brought 


up to the Town from the Ports that Year, and paid or ſecured the Duties. 
Hers it is to be obſerved, that Mr. Brent takes another way of Calculation 
than he had done the Year before ; thn he gave us Credit for the whole im- 


Portation of that Year, tho its certain it did.n t all come to Glaſgow at that 


time; b1t now he gives us only Crelic for ſach parts of the Years Importa- 
ion, as came ty G'aſrow in the compiG of thit Year; by this means he 
ſhortens our Credit 92621 1b. whether it was on this account or nat, 
that ' he varied his method of Cilcalation, is beſt knawn to himſelf, but cer- 


tainly tlis new method is not only injarious to us, bat alſo yery unjuſt ia it 


ſelf: If the Merchants w:re t> bs Charge:l with all the Permits taken out 
at Glaſgow in the Year 1921, they onzht without donbt to have hcen diſcharged 


.by all the Tobaccoes that came to Glaſgow in that time whether theſe Tohac- 


coes were of that Years Importation or nat. Beſides Mr. Brent could nat know 
from the Permit-books of Port Glaſgow and Greenoek, how much of the Tobacch 
imported in the Year 1721, did in that period of time come up to Glaſgow 
Becauſe it frequently happens, that Merchants do not ſend Permigzs with their 
Tobac from the Ports below t» t 1is Phce ; nor can they be obliged 
todo it, in regard the Tob2cco does only paſs from the Princip:l Poxt to one 
of its Keys or Wharfs. Seeing then Mr. B ext, by his new m:tho4 of Com- 
putation has not given us Credit as he ought to have done 3. for all the Tobacco 
that came to Glaſgow in the Year 1921, an4 y2t charges v35n u; 4ll the Permits 
of that Year, therefore ro do vs * (juſtice, he muſt give ns Credit for that whole 
Years Importation, whenſhever it came to Gl eſs, that is, whether in the Years 
1721 Or 1722; and if he does tlris, then the exceſs in the Permirs of that Year eill 
be only 507658 lh. for which we Anſwer: as follows, that the Permits taken 
out by us at Glaſgow in the Year 1721, were for Tobacco Imported not only 
in that Year but alſo in the Year preceding as does appear by the Tenor of 
the Permits themſelves. BESIDE what we have already obſerved, of the 
diſorder of the :Permit-hooks, of the iſſuing and hooking Permits twice for 
one and the ſame parcel of Tobacco, and of the increiſe of weight upon Leaf 
A Obaceo when Manufactured into Roll, can all be applyed to Anſwer for this 
LE xceſs. 

UPON the whole it is very Evident, that the method which Mr. BRENT 
takes of comparing the quantity of Tobacc> Imported in one Year with the 
Permits taken out at* GLASGOW that ſame Year, is an uſcleſs device, gelcy- 
Ltd rather for making, than diſcoyering Frauds. Had Mr. Brens compared 


the quantity of Tobacco Imported in any one Year with the Permits $4KeR ous 
any timefor that Years Importation z or bat be traced baxk ons Imporrs 


to 


, 
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to the UNION and compared our Permits from that time, this had been 
a more Regular and Certain method, hut to ſtafe a Compariſon hetween 
things that had no relation to one another, was none of the moſt accurate 
ways of doing Buſineſs, from which not the leaſt Probability of a Fraud could 
be inferred. 


Mr. Brent ſeems to be ſenſible that this Argument was liable to many ex- 
ceptions, and therfore, in the following part of it, to obviat them, he makes 
a Calculation upon Nine Ships of the quantitys of Tobacco Imported in them 
and the Permits ta ken out upon them. Tho this method ot proceeding is pre- 
ferable to the former, yet if the confaſion and diſorder of the Permit-Bozks of 
Glaſgow, upon which Books this Article of his Charge is alſo founded, if the 
Conſequences of this diſorder, as the Merchants taking out Permits promiſ- 
couſly without regarding the Ship in which the Tobacco meationed in the Per- 
mits was Imported ; the twice Booking of Permits for one and the ſame parcel 
of Tobacco and the increaſe of weight on Tobacco ManufgQured, for which 
no allowance is made in ſaid Books. If it is further contidered, that in theſe 
Books, there are a great many mixt Permits, or Permits which expreſs that the 
quzntity of Tobacco contained iu them, is of two or three difterent Ships Car- 
gocs, without ſpecifying how much is of each Cargo, and that our of thcſe 
mixt Permits, Mr. Brent has taken a certain quantity at his pleaſure, and 
. charged it upon ſuch Ships Cargoes as he has traced : If Laſtly, it is conſider- 
ed, that Mr. Brent has been guilty of very groſs Miltakes in Reporting the En- 
trys Inward of ſome of theſe Ships ; we ſay, if all theſe things are conſidered 
they will afford us an eaſie Anſwer to Mr. Brent's Secend A1gument drawn 
from the NINE SHIPS. | 


It cannot be expected that we ſhould give a particular Anſwer to every one 
of theſe Ships, becauſe it would create a great many uſeleſs Repetitions and would 
. alſo ſwell our Anſwer to an intolerable Bulk, therefore we ſhall confine our 
ſelves to Five of theſe Ships, and the rather becauſe the Anſwer which we ſhall 
make to his Charge againſt them will prove py what we have before 
aſſerted in general of Mr. Brent's miſtakes, and of the diſorder of the Permit- 
Books of Glaſgow, on which all his Arguments are founded. 


1ſt. The Firſt Ship which we ſhall take Notice of is the MAZAREEN, 
. concerning, which Ship. he Reports, th#t out of her Andrew Litch and others, 
did, in July 1720, Enter at Greenock 345 Hhds. weight 165,420 1b. of Tobacco : 
WHEREAS the. real Contents of theſe Hhds was 182,235 Ib. to which adding 
- 6 Ib. for each Hhd. for Draughts and Nailages, being 2070 Ib. the Total Im- 
ported will be 184,308 Ib. which is 18,888 Ib. weight more than the quantity 
mentioned in the Report ; a very groſs Error to the Merchants prejudice : For 
the truth of this and other Allegations of ' this kind; we refer to the Cuſtom- 
houſe Books of Greenock, and if we are not miſtaken, can appeal to 
the Extracts deliver'd to Mr« Brent by the Proper Officers of that Port; He 
- Reports further, that for this Ship's Cargo, Permits were taken out at Glaſgow 
. for 186,103 lbs Tobacco; WHEREAS the Quantity of Tobacco contained 
| In the Permits which mention the Aatareen's Cargo by it ſelf, amouats only to 
167142 1b, There are indeed other Permits for 40,389 Ibs. which exrpeſs that 
this quantity of Tobacco is ot the Mazareen and other three or four Ships 
Cargoes, out of which Mr. Brent has taken at his own hand 18,961'lbz. and 
charged to this Ship, as being of her Cargo; Whereas realy of the foreſaid 
Quanctity there is only 11,158 Ihz. of her Tobacco ; which being added to the 
foreſaid 167,142 lbs contain'd in the diſtin& Permits,” the 5um of all the 
Permits taken out for this Ships Cargo will be only 198,300 lbs. which is 
6098 lbs. leſs than the quantity of Tobacco Imported in ſaid Ship, and by 
ſo much are the Proprietors of the ſaid; Cargo ſhort of their Credit, and con- 
ſequently m_ tranſgreſs their Credit on another Cargo without the Imputa- 
tion of Frau _ 


2dly. SECONDLY, The next Ship which 'Mr. Brent has traced, and in which 
he has committed a miſtake to the Merchants prejudice, is the FRANCIS. He 
Reports, that ont of that Ship John Stark and others did in January aud Feb. 
C | 1729*21 
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* + 20-21 Enter at Port GtaſgIw 334 Hhils. containing 149,439 Ih. wt. of To- 
bacco. WHEREAS the real weight of the ſaid Hhds, at the King's Scale was 
143771 1b. which with 6 Ib. per Hhd. for Draughts and Nailage, being 2005 1b, 
omitted by Mr, Brent, makes in all 150,775 Ib. Imported by them in the 
ſaid Ship which is 10,335 Ib. more than Mr. Brent gives them Credit for in 

his Reporr, He Reports further, that Permits were taken out at Glaſgow for 

ſaid Cargo, extending to 202,314 Ib. whereas the quantities of Tobacco con- 
tained in Permits which mention this Ship, 1s only 176,983 Ib. There are in- 
deed mixt Permics, which mention this Ship in conjuuRtion with four others 
out of which Permits Mr Brent has charged to this Ship 25,329 1b. as bein 
her Cargo; WHEREAS there is only to be charged on her 3049 lh. whic 
being added to the above 1 76,985 Ib. makes in all 180,025 Ib. Out of which 

Mr. Brents miſtake of 103,36 Ib. being deducted, there will remain 169,689 lh. 

| of which quantity the Proprietors have taken out Permits for 158,478 lb. as the 

Sum of the real Credit, which a reaſonable Computation of the Increaſe of 

weight on ſach parrs of this Cargo as were Manufa&tured rogether with the 
| promiſcuous method of taking out Permits will very eaſily account for the 

Surcharge being 11,211 IÞ. charged in the Books to one of the Proprietors 

is contained in a Permit which he abſolutely wetuſes, and being only for 

eleven Hhds. and a Barrel, ſeems plainly to us tor this very Reaſon (ſuch a 
| Number of Hhds no ways agrecing to ſuch an extraordinary Weight) to be 
purious, or to be inſerted in the Books by a miſtake, 


| 
| 
| 


_ 3dly. THE LITTLE PAGE is anorher Ship, in the Entries of which Mr. 
Brent has committed a miſtake to the Merchants Prejudice, He ſays there was 
Entered out of her in Dec. 1720 at Port G!a/gow by Samuel McCall: and others 
388 Hhds, weight 144,5391b. WHEREAS the ſaid Hhds weighed 148,763 1b 
to which adding 6 1b. per Hhd. for Draughts and Naillage, being 2328 1b. the 
Total Import is 151,091 Ib, which is 6552 1b, more than 1s contained in the 
# Report. He ſays alſo, ,that Permits were taken out at Glaſgow on this Ships 
| Credit for 168960 1b, which is 24421 1h. more than the quantity firſt Entered, 
to which it is Anſwered, that from this pretended exceſs in the Permits mnſt 
be deduned, Firſt Mr. Brents miſtake of. 6552 1h. on the Entries Inward. 
| Secondly, the quantity of 12,639 1b. over charged on this Ship by Mr. Brent 
| out of mixt Permits granted for Tobacco Imported in this and four other 
| Ships, the ſaid Permits vor diſtinguiſhing the quantiry percaining to each Ship : 
| Theſe rwo Sums ariſing to 19,191 1b. being dedutted from 24,421 1b. the pre- 
tended Exceſs, there will remain 5230 1b. of real Exceſs, to be accounted for 
by the increaſe of weight on ſuch parcs of this Cargo as were ManufaQured 

i2t9 Roll, for which no allowance is made in the Permit Books. 


4thly, T H E next Ship we hall take Notice of, is the Submiſſion, out of which, 
as he reports, John Mcfarland and Company, did enter at Greenock, Ott. 1720, 
257 Hhcs. containing 98,442 1b. and took out Permits at Glaſgow tor 64,1995 1b, 
of the ſaid Ship's Cargo, more then the ſaid Entry : Its anſwered, from this pre- 
tended Exceſs in the Permits, the following DeduQtions muſt be made ; Fir#t, 
The Quantity of 1c28 Ib. of Nailages, Part of the ſaid Ships Import omitted 
by Mr. Brent. Secendly, the Quantity of 54,305 Ib. which was twice permitted, 
L1 and theſe Permits book'd ; which Sums being drawn oft: from the ſuppos'd Exe 
ceſs ir. the Permits, the real Exceſs for Manufatur'd Tobacco will be only 
5357 1bs. which is withia Bounds of the Merchant's Credit. 


BUT in regard it may ſeem ſtrange, that ſuch a great Quantity as 54,305 Ib. 
ſhould he twice permitted and book'd, or, that ſuch a prodigious Coatuſion 
ſhould be in theſe Books ; therefore we ſhall deſcend into the Patriculars of this 

6. |! Error. Fir#t, in December 1720, January and February 1725-21, Were iſſued 
twelve Permits, containing 25,912 1b. which Quantity was afterwards included 
8 in a Permit granted February 15, 1720-21, for 4% HhiIs, contamning 26,530 I. 
L Secondly, At the ſame Time were given out ſeven Permits, containing FEE ; i» 
Vi :1IC 
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which Quantity was included in two Permits taken ont the 13th of Febrnary 
1720-21, for 32 Hhds, containing 18,296 Ib. Thirdly, in Febreary 1 6th and 17th 
1720-21, two Permits were iſſued for 61c0 Ih. which was partot another Permit 
for 14 Hhds. containing 8931 1b. taken out the 17th of the ſame Month. Theſe, 
three Sums contain'd in the 21 Permits before-mention'd, and which went to 
Borrowſotowneſ:, with the Tobaccco in ſmall Parcels, make up the aforeſaid Sum 
of 54,305 Ib. which in this Manner was twice permitted, and theſe Permits 
book'd 


Fifthly, The laſt Ship which we ſhall take Notice of, is the Succeſs, ont of 
which, he ſays, Walter Blair, Alexander Oſwald, and others, did enter 13s Hhde, 
containing 52,559 Ib. which upon an Average, is 3$0 1b. each Hhd. and took 
out Permits for $6,387 1b. more than the Quantity firſt entered, which upon an 
Average is 408 Ib. each Hhd. To this we need nor anſwer particularly, but 
in general, that the pretended Exceſs 15 to be imputed to the Merchants taking 
out their Permits promiſcuouſly, as has been before explain'd, to the Increaſe of 
Weight for Manufa&tur'd Tobacco, not allow'd for in the Books, and to the 
Diſorder of the Permit-Books, by which it has happen'd, that for one and the 
ſame Quantity of Tobacco, Permits have been twice iſſued and book*'d. That 
which puts this beyond all Doubt, is, Fir3#, That this Ship havigg loaded her 
Cargoe on the Eaſtern Shore of Virginia, it is impoſſible and incredible, that 138 
Hhds. ſhould upon an Average, weigh 788 Ib. each, which by Mr. Brent's Re- 

rt. they muſt, if over ard above the 380 1. Weight at the King's Scale, the 

erchants had of an illegal Allowance, 408 1b. per Hhd. For it is very well 
known to all Tobacco-Traders, that Tobacco purchas'd in theſe Parts, cannot be 
preſs'd to the foreſaid Weight by Two or Three Hundred Pounds per Hhd. 
Secondly, if it were fo, as Mr. Brent ſeems to inſinvate in his IntroduCtion to the 
Report, that theſe illegal Allowances were made by the Officers to the Merchants 
*tis impoſſiil>le to conceive how ſuch an Inequality in the faid Allowances ſhould 
happen, as thax ſome Merchants ſhould have 408 Ib. per Hhd. as thoſe intereſted 
in this Ship, when thoſe in the Mazareen, ſhould have only 60 1b. per Hhd, ef- 


pecially that ſome of the Merchants intereſted in the one, were alſo intereſted 
ia the other Cargo. 


FROM what has been ſaid to Mr. Brent's Charge to theſe Five Ships, it is 
abundantly evident, even abſtratting from his miſreported Entries, that the 
Confuſion of the Permit. Books of Glaſgow, and the Conſequenees thereof, of 
all which we have given particular Proots and Inſtances, will not only anſwer for 


the other four Ships, bur will alſo invalidate his ſecond Argument, and render 
_ it of none Effect, 


Having thus ex2min'd Mr. Brent's ſecond Argument, drawn from a Compa- 
riſon of the Imports of the Nine Ships, and the Permits iſſued upon them, and 
ſhown the Inſu conc of it inall its Parts, we ſhall now conſider his laſt Argu- 
ment, which is made up by comparing the Quantity of Tobacco ſent from 
Scotland into England in the Space of three Years and three Months, with the 
Quantity of Home Conſumpt Tobacco, for which the Duties have been an- 
ſwered in five Years and eight Months; and after deduQing the latter, which 
he calls 10$105 1b. from the former, which he makes 3,911,445 lb. be finds 
that. in the foreſaid Space of three Years and three Months, the Merchants of 


Scotland have ſent into England 3,8034340 Ib. Tobacco, for which no Duties 
have been paid, 


BEFORE we go any further into the Argument, we muſt obſerve, that 
Mr. Brent having been guilty of ſo many Miſtakes in the former Part of his Re- 
port, we mult take the Liberty to doubt the Truth of what he ſays in this Part 
of it; and tho? we are not able to controul him in what he ſays concerning the 
Duties paid on Home-Conſumpt Tobacco, being not Maſters of the Ac- 
compts from the ſeyeral Ports of Scotland, yet we ſhould be glad to know how he 
came by that Capital Sum of 3,911,445 Ib. Tobacco, which he ſays was ſent 
from Scotland by Sea and Land-Carriage into England : He tells us, that he 


finds 


RT— 


— 
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finds it by his Coaſt-Accounts, but it being impoſſible to conceive that Coaſts 
Accounts ſhould diſcover what paſſes by Land-Carriage, therefore we are pers 
waded, that the Permie Books of Glaſgow haye been one of the Sources of his 
ntelligence in this Matter : If Mr. Brent owns this, which of Neceſſity he muſt 


do, then conſidering the Diſorder of gheſe Books, all the Sums copied out of 
the m n:uſt be ſet aſide, till they are further examin'd. 


AFTER this Dedution is made from the foreſaid Capital Sum, the Quane 
tities of Tobacco” ſent Coaſtways into England, and from thence exported, muſt 
be alſo deduted. Mr. Brent indeed ſays, that-theſe Quantities are inconſidera- 
ble, and gives this Reaſon for it, that it is not to be underſtood how Merchants 
ſhould find their Account in Importing Tobacco to Scorland, and then ſending it 
to Evgland from thence to be This is a pretty odd Way of Reaſon- 
ing, and deſeryes no other Anſwer, than that Merchant: unlerſtan4 their own 
Buſineſs ; This they think they may ſay withour any Vanity in them z, and if they 
ſhould add, That Mr. Brent does not underſtand their Affair, this alſo may be 

aid without any Imputation upon him. Among the other Accounts, the Titles 
whercof are annex'd to Mr. Brent's Report, there is one intitled, The Comp- 
troller-Genera]'s Account of Tobacco exported from England, for which Dehen- 
ures have been allowed in Scotland, from the 29th of September 1718, to the 25th 
of December 1721, No dyubt this is the Accompt from which Mr. Brent cone 
cludes, That the Quantities of Tobacco ſeat Coaſtways into England, and from 
thence exported are inconſilerable.: But this is no certain Rule, becauſe at the 
Time of drawing that Accompt, Tobacco which had gone Coaſtways to Enge 
lard before December 1721, might not be exported; or if exported, the Dehen- 
tures might be in the Merchant's Hands, or in the Cuſtom-Houſe, not as yet 
returned to the Camptroller-General. To conclude this Point, the Quantities 
of Tobacco ſent Coaſtways into England, and from thence exported, are ſo con. 
ſiderable, that they- well deſery'd Mr. Brent's Notice, if he was reſoly'd to do 
Juſtice to the Merchants of Scotland. 


Mr. Brent muſt alſo from his Capital Sum, make another DeduQtion of all ſuch 
Tobaccnes as have been ſeiz'd and condemn'd in the Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland, and from thence ſent Coaſtways into England : Nodoubt, theſe Q'mn« 
tities will be call'd alſo inconſiderable z but if it were fo, yet they onght to be 
deduQted from the Account, and for want of ſuch a DeduQtion, the Accoun - 
is imperfe&, and not to be depended on. 


THESE DeduQtions being made, the Remainder will be the Sum of all the 
Tobacco's ſent Coaſtways, from the ſeveral Ports of Scotland into England, and 
for which all the Tobacco-Traders in Scotlazd are obliged to make Anſwer : 
Therefore hefore we can anſwer for our ſelves, another Peduttion muſt alſo be 
made of all ſuch —_— of Tobacco as have been ſent by others from Scotland 
to England, in the foreſeid Time. When this DeduCtion is made, the Remainder 
is chargeable upon us, and to this Charge we can anſwer, That the Sum of the 
Legal Allowances of Eight per Cent, on all Tobacco, of 25 per Cent. on burat To- 
bacco, and the Allowance not exceeding 40 IÞ. per Hhd. for Tobacco damag'd by 
Salt-Water, or otherwiſe, granted us from Seprember 29, 1718, to December 25, 
1721, being added to the Quantity of Home Cenſvmpt Tobacco, which mighr 
he on Hand in = qo 1718; and both theſe Sums being again added to the 
Exceſs of Weight on Tobacco Manufatur'd in that Time; This Total will not 
only accounc for ſuch Quantities of Tobacco as we have ſent into England, but 
alſo for that Part of the Conſumption of Scortard, which has been ſupply*d by us 
in the foreſaid three Years and three Months. 


- TO obviate that Part of our Anſwer, which is drawn from the Legal Al- 
lowances Mr. Brent pretends to prove, theſe Allowances are not ſufficicart for the 
Conſumption of Scotland, which he eftimates at 3020 Hh4s. in the Year, as be- 
fore the Union ; becanſe theſe Allowances, judging them by what they were in 
the Year 1720, at Port Glaſgow and Grenock, will only amount to 1207 Rlvls. 
To this we anſwer, Firſt, That Mr. Breat in his Computation, has prac the 

mnortation 
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Importation for the Conſumpticn of Scotland before the Union : 1: is indeed 
reckon%d, that the Annual Importation of Tobacco into Scorland before the 
Union, was about 3060 Hhds. but every one knows, that at leaft one Third of 
this Quantity was run over the Border into England. But Sccondly we ſhall 
allow Mr. Brent, that the preſent Confumption of Scotland will ariſe to 3con 
Hhds ; but then the Queſtion will be, By whom is this Conſumption ſupply'd ? 
Not by the Importers of Tobacco from the Plant?tions, but for the moſt Part 
by ſuch as Import it from Holland, Norway, and the Iſle of Mann ; and even ſomg 
Part of that Conſumption is ſupplyed by Tobacco exporced from the Weltera 
Parts of England, and re-landed in the Highlands,. and Weſtern Iſles of Scotland, 
It is generally computed, that for ſome Ycars by-gone, about 1oco Hhds a Year 
does ſatisfy all the Demands that are made upon us in Scorland. for that Commo- 
dity, and that the reſt is ſupply'd by Smuglers. Thirdly, Mr. Brent having taken 
in the whole Annual Conſumption of Scotland, ought alſo, in order to diſcover 
whither or not the Legal Allowances are ſufficient to anſwer it, to have given the 


Merchants Credit for the Allowances made on Tobacco in all the Ports of Scor- - 


land in one Year ; whereas he has only given them Credit for ſuch Allowances as 
were made in the Year 1726, at Port Glaſgow and Grenock : - This certainly 
is no fair Way of ſtating Accounts. Nor, Fourthly, Was it very Juſt in Mr. 
Brent, to eſtimate the Annual Allowances by what they were in the Year 1720, 
becauſe in that Year we only Imported 6870 Hhds. Whereas the Year following, 
we Imported 11566 Hhds. If Mr. Brent had done juſtly, he would have calcu- 
lated theſe Allowances as they were given for the Space of three or four Years, 
and from theſe Calculations ſtated a Medium for the Yearly Allowance ; but his 


doing otherwiſe, is as unequal as if we ſhould fate the Annual Imports of To-- 


bacco into Scotland before the Union, at the Rate.of 500 Hhds. becaufe in ſome 
Years tio greater Quantity was Impotted. Laſtly, It the following Sums are ad- 
ded together, Firſt, the Legal Allowances given to us from September 29. 1718, 
to December 26 1921 5 Secondly the Sum of the Increaſe of Weight upon Tobacco 
manufaftur'd in that Time; And Thirdly, the Quantity of Home Conſumpt 
Tobacco, which was on Hand in Sept. 1918. Ifallthele Sums are added together, 


this will ariſe to be between 4p$,0-0,200 lbs. Weight of Tobacco for Home 4 
n 


Conſumption. If then the Annifal Conſumption of Scotland, as far as it is ſup- 
ply by us, be computed at 1000 Hhds, and each Bhd, at 400 1b. Weight, the 

otal Conſumption for three Years and three Months, will be 1,300,000 lb. 
which being deduted from the foreſaid Sum of Legal Allowances, &c. the Re- 
mains being about Three Million of Pounds, will be more than anſwer for all 
the Tobacco that has been exported by us into England in the foreſaid Space. 


To ſum up the whole Matter, is is plain, that the firſt Argument .in the Re- 
rt, drawn frotn a Compariſon of the Quantity of Tobacco Imported in one 
ear, with the Permits taken out at Glaſgow in the ſame Year, Things which have 
no Affinity to one auother, is altogether uſeleſs, and from thence nor the leaſt 
Probability of Fraud can be concluded, That his ſecond Argument is no better, 
becauſe it ſtands upon the Permit-Books of Glaſgow, whoſe Confuſion is 1o mani« 
feſt, that their Evidence muſt certainly be rejected. That his third Argument 
is alſo to no Purpoſe, becauſe ir is founded upon the foreſaid Books, and upon 
ſundry Suppoſitions, which we have abundantly diſprov'd. 


We ſhall now by Way of Concluſion to this Anſwer, obſerve, that the mani- 
. fold Abuſes committed in the Tobacco Trade, by Re-importing it from Holard, 
Norway, and the Iſle of Man, by which the Conſumption of Scotland has been 
almoſt intirely ſupply'd, has been the true Cauſe of our ſending Part of our To- 
bacco into Ergland ; That our fo doing, has given Riſe to all the Clamours and 
Complaints that have been made againſt us, and has alſo been the vccaſion of 
this Report : That the only effe&tual Way to put an End to all theſe Complaints 
for the future, is by putting a Stop to theſe Frauds which have been, and ſtill 
are committed on all Sides of us, tro the Deſtrution of a fair Trade, and to the 
unſpeakable Prejudice of the KING's REVENUE. 
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Humbly Offered to the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes in P A R LIAMENT 
for the Railing the Sum of 100006 |. per Annum , by the Cuſtoms upon T obacco, with- 
out laying any higher Duty upon it.; By which alſo Fraud will be ſuppreſſed, the honeſt Mer- 
chant Encouraged, and no Oppreſſion to avy of His Majeſties Subjedts whatſoever. 


IRST, For the Prevention of Smugling Tobafco, it 'is humbly Propoſed., That all Tobarco Imported ints 


I. Propof. thisKingdom, ſhould be ia Hogſheads of Three hundred Weight, or ia Casks or Bundles containing at leaſt 
s One Hundred and half. 
Ke It is humbly Propoſed, That all Importers of Tobacco here, fhould produce a Certificate from the proper 
TI. Propoſ. ZW Officer in the Plantations, of the Ships-Cargo, with the Number, Mark, Weight, and Quantity, &+. and 
| to make Oath of the Truth thereof, to pore a6 their Reports. ; | 
.ObjeZ. To this it has been obje&ed, That this is now the PraQtice, and fo this Propoſal will be of no ule. 
Anſw, But as the PraQtice is, and as the Law now ſtands, the Mafter does make a Report of his Cargo of Tobacco, 


 - d | but is not obliged by any Law to produce any ſuch Certificate to confront his Report, as the Propoſal dire, 
as to Quantity, Quality, &c. by reaſon whereof the whole depends on the Reporter's Oath, who is often, at 
leaſt, very careleſs of what is ſhipp'd, being to ſwear to no more than he knows:: By which His Majeſty.is 


much prejudiced ; as he could no ways be, if the Propoſers Method was obſerved. 


III. Prop. HItis propoſed forthe preventing of all Frauds committed by Debentures of Draw-back to Jer=ey and Guernzey, thoſe Iſlands for the fu- 
ture ma be ſupplied with T cbacco by Coalt Diſpatches. 


0bjee, Torhis it is objeRted, That Deveatures of Draw-back have been always allowed to thoſe Iſlands, as well before 1635s, as fince. 
Anſw. Debentures to Jerzey an Guernſey were never allowed of till after the new Impolt on Tobacco in the year 1685, being then only begun 


to be connived at by Sir D N ——, to make him eaſy with the Merchant for being an Inſtrument for bringing in of the New Im- 
poſt ; and in caſe no Fraud was praftiſed under that pretence, yet as by the x 2th. and 14th. of Car. 1. the aboveſaid Iſlangs are annexed 
to the Port of Southampton in the caſe of Exportation of Wooll; and as the Produce of the faid Iſlands pay no Duty at Importation in 
England, (0 they ought only to be ſupplied by Coalt Diſpatches, and aot by Debentures of Draw-back : And whatever at firlt might be 
intended to thoſe"I{lands, or connived at, yet it can never be allowable that thoſe Iflands ſhould be uſed as Store- houſes to carry on-the 
Smugling Trade ; more 7obacco being ſhipp'd off thither in One Year, than thoſe Iſlands conſume in a Hundred; ſo that Ninety nine 
parts of the whole ault be re landed and ſmugled here ; by every Hundred of which , the King loſes 17. 176. 6d. Lraw-back, and 
2 1. 1 5 8 4, Cultom, amounting co 37. 19s. 2d, per Hundred ; which Coalt Diſpatches according to this Propoſal will prevent. 


IV. Prop. For the prevention, of all Diſputes and Frauds about Damage-7obace», it is propoſed rhat the Merchant ſhould be his own Judge of what 
was damaged, and it off more or leſs at his diſcretion, to be allowed as ſuch ; and the ſame to be burat, for prevefition of Sale or Expor- 
tation ; upon allowing to the Merchant Twopence each Pound, | 

Objef. W herc a Hogſhead is dript in the middle, it will be difficulc to ſeparate the Damage from the Sound. : 

Anſww. In the two alt Reigns in the Out Ports in Eng/and (as wellas in leland) where Officers were juſt to their buſineſs, this way was con- 

ſented to by ths Merchant, and prattiſed without any allowance from the King whatſoever, and no difficulty found or complained of as 

to the ſaid Drippingsmore than as other damaged ; nor is there reaſon for it, ſince the worlt that can be will be ooly re packing, as is now 


e(cd in Exportations.” * | 


V. Propoſ. Iris propoſed likewiſe, Taat upon the King's allowance of Twopence per Pound to the Nerchant for all the Stalks of Tobacco, they 
ſhould be alfo Burar. 

Object. This by ſome has been thought not to be an equivalent to the Merchant, ſince they paid Fivepence per Pound Inward; and that how- 
ever if it were, yet that the Burning of them will be imprafticable, eſpecially in the Inland Towns, aor will'there thea be ſufficient 
quantities to ſupply Foreign Parts, which may ozcalioa them to Plant in their own Countries. | 

Anſw. Tt is conceived, That there is a miſta%e in this ObjeRion, for that the Stalks were never intended to be charged any thing Inward, they 
being at the time the new [mpoſt was laid, of no value, and fo could not be confidered by the Parliameat to bear any part of the Duty ; be- 
ing by the Retailer thrown into the Dunghil, unleſs ſome inconſiderable _y uſed for Wads for Guns, or to Cure Sheep of the Scab, 
and ſo could be look d upon but as the Garble in other Commodities, and fo it was adjudg'd ia alderman Booth's Cale in the Exchequer. 
Bur however, The Propoſer will demonſtrate, That the Merchant and Retailer are both Gainers by this Propoſal ; take it for granted 

| Fivepence per Pound is paid for the Cuſtom, and that the Merchants Sell it for Eightpence, which is the higheſt Price ; and fo the moſt 
conſiderable Merchants and Retailers in Loxdoz do agree: And as to Forcign Parts, this can no wiſe have the conſequence above-men- 
tioned, ſince there will now beas much to Tranſport, as there was before this new art of Curing, whenthe ſtems were of no ule ; and 
this art rather prevents ſo much from coming in, as uſual ; ſo that the Planters cannot vend the whole produQ. 

' And asto the praQticableneſs of it, the Propoſer will make it appear, that by Itinerant Officers to the Inland Market- Towns, twice 
every year this may be done, and that at eaſy rates by Four Officers only, without any Uneaſineſs or Oppreſſion to the SubjeAt whatſo- 
ever; _—__— pers nes, which by Poiſonous matters now uſed in Curing the Stalks is very often occaſioned, eſpecially 
amongſt the ior People. 

Andalthough thisPropoſer has modeſtly Eſtimated the Profit tothe Kingdom by theſe Propoſals at 100000 L. per Annum, yet he doubts 
not but to make it appear, it will increaſe that part of the Cuſtom at leaſt one half, which will amount todouble that Sum, beſides the 
Plangations and Shipping encouraged, as appears by a Calculate for the City of London. 
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A Calculate of T 0) B ACCO imported in the Port of 
4 London, with the reſpedive Loſſes of Cuſtom. 


£4 - am » 4 
HE TOBACCO Imported 1689 14392635 OY 
trom the Fifth of November, 1690 12638027 FL 6 
1639, ro the Thirtieth of Novem-p 169114830503 
br, 1693. was (wviz.) for the 1692 #13423464 
Year —— 1693\198660 48 


—-— at5 4. per |. Duty 
Total Imported in Five Years. ——— 75150677 1565639 ©z ol 


ADs —— WO — 


The Medium for One Year is- 


-15030135; 313127 16 o5 


If rwo Thirds of all Imported be agiin Ex 


| which comes to 
ported, the remainder to be tonlumed -ate 5010045 


| 104375 18 ogz 
home is -—- —-—- nas” AE A os: py 
If 4th be ſmuggled that pays no Duty, tle Duty 31302 16 074 
COmes to 2% PEOPIE - >  — =E 
It the Damage allowed that pays no Duty be 
conſumed with the ſound, it hinders the con- and comes to 


{umprtion of ſo much as would, which if bur 10735517 22366 05 os 
Zh part, that is ---— - — \ q 

If rhe Stalks are 4 of what is conſumed, they | pt Horde 0G 
hinder the conſumption of ſo much, that is$ SSVDEY | -- LOIFS 3. BY 

The burning the Stalks, will occaſion the Im- ) 
portation of 4 more of Tobacco in Stalk 
than they amounted to, which for r002009 > 1202410 
iS 1202410, Which makes in money 25050 & 

4 5. 24. and encreaſes the Revenue- 

But if the Damage be ſhipt off by Caerificate, 
and draw back 4; 4. per Pound, there will be CE: 
defrauded 444. jor every ſuch Pound,the pre 202730 Og © 
vention whereof will improve the Revenue 
2c< of 223664. 5 5.. 5d. which comes to— 

If the Damagebe re landed, and ſhipt off i 


4175 00 09 


as is too frequently praiſed, it draws the 

ſame Sum Toties Quoties ——- 
If the Stalks are ſpun into Roll, and Exported 

ro draw back by Debenture, rhe loſs to the 22549 C0 00 

Revenue thereby comes to gths —— -—— 


Beſides, the Advantage which will be gained by 
al, ws P 


ny es in Hogſheads, Casks a 50000 

as propoſe — ps em 

And what will be ſaved by the Draw-back | 
from Guernſey, &C, ———— — — — . 25000 


CY 


Total 1964047. 105.5 


This Calculation is only for che Port of LON DON, 


_— —— 
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ADVANTAGES 


OF THE C da 


TOBACCOTRADE. 


1 F T imploys near two hundred Sail of Ships, from one hundred to five handred 
Tuns, and breeds many Marriners. 

2. It Vends vaſt quantities of Engliſh ManufaQtures and other things for Cloth- 
ing, Building, Furniture, Oc. 

3. It pays yearly from one hundred tfbuſand,to one hundred and thirty thouſand 
pounds Cuſtom to the King, 

4. It is ſent from hence to moſt partsof Exrope, and thereby Shipping is imploy- 
ed, and the ſtock of the Kingdom Mcrcaſed by return of Money and' Co 
moditics. 


The Inconveniences that will follow, by laying a greater 
Impoſztion are, | 


1 FD Reat quantities of Tobacco have been left in Warehouſes, for that the Cu- 

(GG ſtom, Freight, &-c. are more then oftentimes the Commodity yielded. 

2, [t = been found by experiencegthat when the duty hath been more,the Re- 
" benue was les, and the Cuſtom Books tells us, that His Majeſty hath yearly receiv- 
ed more at two pence the pound, then in former times when it was higher. 

3. It will diſcourage the Importation, and incourage the defrauding of the 
Cuſtom, eſpecially in the Out Ports and Creeks, 

4. A new Tax willmakeit dearer, and ſo leſs quantities will be Imported, and 
will, occaſion the cutting of ſtalks amongſt it, which are uſually caſt away, or fold 
for little. | 

5. As the Tobacco Trade hath of late been managed, it hath drawn the whole 
almoſt from other Nations. | ; 

6. It will incourage the planting of Tobacco in Ireland, Germany, France, and 
Holland, and put them upon finding out ways to Tranſport it privately hither to 
ſupply the Nation. | at. 

7. The Importation being lefs, the Exportation of our Native Manufaftures will 
be ſo likewiſe, and many Families that depend upon them, and fitting Tobacco 
for Sale,will be ruined. | | | 

8. The great Ships built and imployed by the Traders will be laid afide as uſe- 
leſs, and no more built for want of imployment, and ſo Navigation weakned. 

9. The Tobacco will be carried into. other Nations where the Duties are leſs, 
as Holland, Zeland, Hambrough, and Flanders, where it pays not above one half 
penny per pound, from whence the Planters will be ſupplyed with all neceſlaries, 
or they will be neceſfitated to leave their own, an4 go to the Dutch and French 
Plantations, where they may find better incouragement. 

10. Neceſlity will cauſe the Inhabitants of the Plantations to turn their Lands to 


the increafing of Proviſion;, and imploy their hands in making thoſe Manufaftures */* - 


which they have hitherto been ſapplyed with from England. 1685, 
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An Humble PROPOSAL to the Honour able 
Houſe of Commons, to creaſe his Maje- 
ſties Cuſtoms upon Tabacco above 150000 /. 
per Annum, to be a Fund for raiſing Money 
to pay off, and clear the Tranſport Ships. 


240 


L Et 1 d. per Pound be laid on Tabacco above 


former Rates, paid upon Importation or Exporta- 
tion thereof. 


IT. That all Stalks of Tabacco now ftript in England, and 
Merchandizable, be brought to the Cuſtom-Houle, and the 
Owners to receive 3 d. per Pound, and then the ſame to be 
burnt, by reaſon Stalks hinder the Conſumprion of Tabacco, 
conſequently impoveriſh the Plantations, and leſſen the Duty 
upon Importation as well as Exportation. 

And in Caſe his Majeſty take all damaged Tabacco into 
his own hands at 1 d; { per Pound to be burnt, that will pre- 
vent mixture of it with good Tabacco, and Frauds in En- 
tries at the Cuſtom-Houle of damaged Tabacco, when in 
truth the greateſt part is very good and not damaged, yer 
pays {mall Duries. 


ded to the former Duties upon Imporrta- 
tion of Tabacco, will Communibus annis a- 
mount to 
Exportation 50000 
The great Conſumption of Tabacco, 
50000 


Now computing 1 d. per Pound ad- Tm 
70000 per Ani. 


in caſe Stalks be ſuppreſs'd, may be mo- 
deftly computed to increaſe the Cuſtomes 
more 
190000 


Note, Thar as the Kings Cuſtomes is 6 4. per Pound, His 
Majeſty will get 3 d. by paying 3 4. to deſtroy Stalks, 
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The CASE ofthe Contractors with * 
the 'ZARof MOSCOVT, for 
the Sole Importation of Jobacco 1nto his 


d CHE FR 


Domimions. 
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HEY were incouraged. to enter into a Treaty with the Czar for a 
8 Free Importation of Tobacco into his Dominions, by a BI LL tl-r 

was Depending in the Houſe of Commons for Inlarging the Tra: | 
5 , to Ruſſra, by an Eaſie Admiſſion into the Freedom of that Compa- 

ny; and they deferred the Concluding, any Abſolute Agreement, till the BILL. 
had patied that Houſe, and had Deferred it till it had Paſſed the Houſe of Lords 
and the Royal Afent, but that the C'zar and his Miniſters, were then upon 

their Departure. 


& 0. 


They thought a Thing of that Nature, ſo greatly and unqueſtionably Advan- 
tageous to this Kingdom, and by which no Man's Property was Invaded ( be- 
cauſe the BIL L made no Alteration in their Charter, but only fixed the Fine 
for Admiſſion ; which neither their Charter nor the Ac& of Parliament that Con- 
firmed it, takes any notice of ) would not have met with any Oppoſition. 


They paid the Czar 120001. immediately upon Signing the ContraG:, and ir 
coſt them above 10007. more in other Charges to obtain it; and this they did 
before one half of the Sum was {ſubſcribed that was intended for a Stock ſuffici- 
ent to Carry on the Trade. But when the BILL was oppoſed, all turthe 
Subſcriptions ceaſed; every body being {enſible that without a Freedom of the . 
Ryxſſia Company, the Trade could not be Carried on to any Advantage; and 
unleſs the Terms of Admiſſion were very caſte, thoſe Perſons that were bur little 
concerned in the Tobacco Contract, would not take their Freedom: And excepr 

» every Man concerned were Free, the Trade could not be driven: Thus the 
whole Burthen of that Undertaking tell upon the Shoulders oi Seventy or Eighry - 
Perſons, who were the Firſt Subſcribers; and ſome of thoſe upon the tore-men- 
tioned Diſcouragements, do refuſe to pay their Proportion of the 1 3000 /. or be 

any ways concerned in the Trade. 


Nevertheleſs the reſt thought it needful to ſend ſome Tobacco, and thereby © 
-ſhew.their willingneſs to Comply with their part of the Contract, leſt the Car = 
; ſhould take ah Advantage by their Neglect, and ſo they might loſe the 12000 /. 
_paid Him, and all their other Charges; and the Nation the Advantage of that 
Liberty which had been ſo long delired. 


"But the BILL not paſſing, and the Ryſſea Company having power to ſcize 
any Engliſhmens Ships and Goods that Trade to Ruſſra without their Licenſe, 
they could nor ſend any Tobacco from hence directly for Archangel, the only 
Port of Raſſra: Therefore they ordered about 110000 Pounds of Virginia Leaf 
(that were firſt ſent from London ro Holland ) to be ſent from Holland thither, 
What more they could ger ready for that Seaſon, which was about 18gooc 
Pounds of Role and Cut Tobacco, with Tobacco Pipes, Boxes, @*c. they were 
forced to {end from hence by way of Narwva, a Sweeds Port; which hath proved 
very prejudicial to. them, becauſe the Sweeds demand upon the Role 17, and 
upon the Cut 34, per Cent. Cuſtom, according to the true value: all which 
might have been ſaved, if they had had Liberty to have ſent it directly to 
Archangel. 

Their. © 


Their FaGtors in Ruſſe have ſold part of the Tobacco that was tent them, and - 
© write that in a few years a very conſidera antity may be Vendcd there; 
but being a New Thing, it will require Timegand a great Charge, ro put it 
into a Right Method, and make it Diffuſive throughout that Vaſt mpire. 


They hope their Undertaking being of ſuch National Advantage, and by 
which they have at preſent ſo little Proſpe& of Profit to themſelves, will meet 
with all due Encouragement from the Publick. I © 


If they cannot obtain their Freedom of the Ruſſia Gompany this Seſſions, tip- 
on Moderate Terms, they ſhall not be able to Comply with their Contra& with- 
the Czar, but muſt be torced to throw up their Patent, or diſpole of it to the = 
Dutch on the beſt Terms they can; for the Ruſſea Company will neither make 
uſe of it themſelves ( tho the Contractors have proffered it them and a Large 
Sum of Money, to accept of it ) nor ſuffer others to do it, that would, except 
upon ſuch Conditions as cannot be Complied with. 
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Heads of ſome of thoſe Advanta-, 


\ gesthis Nation might enjoy, b 
encouraging the I obacco | rade 
co .Kyſha, and the Lols it ſuffers 
by ferching our Naval Stores 


from the Srnede's Domunions. 29) 


E might probably in a ſhort time Vend in Ruſſia, 5000 Hogſheads a 
Year, which may yield there z 20000 {, over and above the Cz? Cuitom, 
and would be ſo much new Addition to the Nations Stock, 

ll. The Spinning and ManufaQuring that Tobacco here, in Enzlard, 
would givea new Employment to above 15cc people, beſides thoſe that 
would be employ?d in Planting, Packing, &c. of it, in Virginia, and Ships and Sca-men to 
bring it from thence. | 

Il. The Manufacturing of ir here, and other petty Charges upon $800 Hogſhcads, 
will amount to upwards of 250001. which will be diſtributed amongſt our Latouring Peo- 

le. 

n IV. The Carrying ſo much Tobacco to Ruſſia, and bringing Returns from thence ; 
for ic will give a new Imployment to a great number of our Ships and Sea-men,. 

V. His Majcſty's Revenue will be encreaſed between 5 and 6000/7. per Annnm, by one 
half of the Subſidy that will not be drawn back; for tho? ſome People may fancy, thar 
the Exportation of 5ooo Hogſheads of Tobacco Yearly, in a new Trade, will |cfi:n the 
King's Revenucs by the Cuitom to be Repay*d upon them ; yer if they conſider, that 
no more nor leſs Tobacco will be conſumed here, by our. Carrying, or not Carrying 
Tobacco to Kuſſia, and that His Majeſty keeps only the full Cuſtom, of what we con- 
ſume at Home , they will be of another Opinion; Beſides ?cis certain, the greatcr Venc 
we have for Tobacco here, the better Price *rwill yield, and conſequently encourage the 
Planting of more in /:7ginia, where there js Land enough to produce more Tobrcco than 
all Exrope can conſume; and undoubtedly the Planters will make Improvements ja theic 
Plantations, proportionably to the Encouragement they have from hence. Thcſe Conſi- 
derations may fatisfie any Man, that His Majeſty cannot ſuffer any Dimunicion in His 
Cuſtoms, by encouraging the Exporiation of Tobacco to Ryſſia, but on the contrary en- 
creaſe them, as hath been obſerved above. 

VI. If this Trade be encouraged, we ſhall bring the preateſt part of our Naval 
Stores from Ruſſia in onr own Shipping; whereas now, we have almoſt all thoſe Storcs 
brought us from Seder, and in Sxede*'s Ships, by which this Nation ſuffers ſeveral 
Ways: AS, | 


i. We give the Suedes a greater Price for Naval Stores, than they can be bought 
| for in Ruſſia, which difference in the Prime Coſt, is ſo much loſs to the Nation. 


2. The Nation loſeth all the Fraight we pay the Szedes, which is in ſome ſort of Goods, 


almoſt as much as their firſt coſt. - 

3. By Employing Szedes, we diſconrage our own, and encourage their Navigation. 

4. The Sedes take little of our Manufactures, therefore we are forced to ſend out 
our Mony to purchaſe their Goods: which in Ria might be bought with the proceed 
of our Tobacco, &c. | 

5. By depending wholly on the Szedes for our Naval Stores, we put our Selves in 
their power and the Danes, to ſhut up the Sound, and to hinder us from ſuch a ſupply 
of them, as may be abſolutely needful for us in Time of War. 

And laſtly, the Suedes put very great hardſhips upon our Merchants, and Shipping in 
the Ports of Sueden, whercas had we an opportunity of getting our Naval Stores in Ruſſia, 
and bringing them home in our own Ships, we might bring the Szedes to ſuch a Treaty 
of Commerce, as would be advantagious to us, both with reſpeCt ro our Shipping and 
ManufaQtures, and Liberty for our Merchants to reſide in their Countrey, which now they 
are not permitted to do above 4 months in the year. 

This Nation hath now Liberty for a Free Importation of our Tobacco into Ruſſia, 
purchaſed by private perſons for a very large Sum: A priviledge that hath been long 
wiſhed for by thoſe that have ſtudied the advantages of Foreign Trade, but never grant- 
ed to any people or Nation before; and if made uſe of, will doubtleſs turn the Billance 
of all our Northern Trade in our favour: which hath been, is at preſent, and without 
this new Trade, is like to continue very much to our diſadvantage. And if the Under- 
takers have not ſuitable encouragement here at home, to enable them to perform their 
part of the Contratt with the Czar it is more than probable the C?zar will rake that 


Advantage, to make void its Grant, an4 never more Put into our hands, a Prize we ouce 
deſpiſed and neglected. 
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HEADS ot Advan- 
tages thisNation might 
enjoy, by Encouraing 
the Tobacco Trade to 
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The Propsfal of Auguſtin Warry of Burceſter, in the County of Oxon Tovacconiſt, for promoting an In- 
" creaſe of His Majeſty's Cuſtoms on Tobacco, humbly offer d to the Conſideration of the High Court of 
Paritament. 299 


Propoſal, ” ? HAT I offerto prove is this; That an AR of Parliament made againſt Cutting of Stalks of Tobacco, will Raiſe His 
] VV Majeſty 60000 /. per Annum. 


Demonſt. It is certain and manifeſt, That the Cutting off Tobacco Stalks, and mixing them with the Leaf, hinders 
che Sale of as much Leaf Tobacco as the Stalks Cur amount to. 

2. It is no lefs certain, Thar ſuch a quantity of Stalks as are cut in every Hogſhead, one with another, pay in Cuſtom to His Majeſty 25 s. 

3. Whence it follows, That if all Stalks were Prohibited ro be Cut, and Smoak'd, the increaſe of Cuſtom, for the Advance of every Hog- 
\h.24, That is, for the Tobacco Imported in the ſtead of Stalks, will amount to the ſame Money ; wiz. 25 5. and conſequently in the ſame pro- 
portion, the Additional Cuſtom for every Thouland Hogſheads, will amount to 1250 1. ando proportionably for every greater number. 

4. Whencel infer, That if only 50000 Hogſheads of Tobacco, come in now Yearly, which is ufual from the Plantations, ſuch addition muſt 
be made to this number by Smoaking only Leaf Tobacco, as muſt augment the Cuſtoms to the Value of 60000 /. ſo far this proportion is of 
Advantage to His Majeſty. | 

Then as to the henefit of the Plantations, Ir is certain as his Majeſty's Cuſtoms are here improv'd, the Plantations beyond Sea will be in- 
couraged, by Tranſporting fo _ Thouſand Hogſhcads of Tobacco more than they do, as muſt raiſe in Cuſtoms only 60000 /. which is 
ſufficient to recommend this Propoſal, if the Subject is no {eafible loſer by ir. Bur that it is an Advantage to the Subje& will appear by anſwer- 
ing ſome Objcctions. | 

Dbjed. x The Firſt ObjcCtion theforc is, That the Cuſtoms on the Commodity cannot be increaſed withour making the Commodity much 
dearer ; and (o the Projet for improving his Majeſty's Revenue, would be no other than Taxing any Staple Commodity of the Kingdom, which 
cannot be done without a diſadvantage to it. | 

Anſw. To this 1 Anſwer, That there is a great difference betwixt what is here propoſed for Raiſing Cuſtoms on Tobacco, and laying any ad- 
ditional Rates upon a Commodity : for, ſuch an Impoſition often in a great meaſure deſtroys it ſelf by making the Commodity fo dear rhat much 
leſs is ſold of it. Bur here there is nomore Cuitom on Tobacco than there was before, only a means is found of vending more of the Commodity, 
and (o it is improving the Cuſtoms on it. Ir is not the increaſe of the Price of Tobacco that raiſes the Sum propoſed ; bur the RejeCtion of Stalks, 
and the Imporrta tion of as much Tobacco in their ſtead, as they in weight will riſe ro. This familiar Inſtance will make it plain: Suppole there 
came into England Yearly but 4 Pounds of Tobacco, one Pound of which was Stalks, the Cuſtom whereof came to One Shilling. Ir is 
plain, Thar if the Stalks was laid aſide, and as much Tobacco, That is, One Pound brought over in its ſtead, and rhe Cuſtom paid for the 
whole, it will come to One Shilling Three Pence ; whil'{t ſtill the buyer pays but for 4 Pound as before ; the difference is, That pure Tobacco will 
bear a better Rate than that which is adulterated and mix'd with Stalks, and this no one will be forry for, unleſs it be ſuch as had rather buy a 
Poiſonous Drug cheap, than lay out ſomewhat more upon that which is good and wholeſome. 

04j. 2. Is not the Merchant likely to beat down the Price of Tobacco beyond-Sea, on the account of the Loſs of Stalks, and fo deſtroy the 
Planter's Advantage, which he was ſuppoſed to make by the greater Sale of the C ty. 

Anſw. It might be as well and better concluded, That the vending of the Commodity would make the Planter raiſe his Price onthe.Merchanr, 
ſor there is as great a danger, fince he has his Goods in his own hands and may diſpoſe of them as he pleaſes, bur there is no fear of cither; for the 
Planter ws ood Trade, and ſo may aftord his Goods ar leaſt as Cheap; and the Merchant fells them as he did before, and therefore has no rea- 
{on to Raile t * ; | He: py ” =_ —_ 

0bj. 3- Thar's another thing to be enquired into, How the Merchant if the Stalks be of no uſe at leaſt in-Smoaking, ſhall ſell his Goods at the 
ſame rate as he did when they were payer? For if ſo, the Loſs ſeems to fall onthe Retailer. For what recompence ſhall he have for the Loſs of 
his Stalks, who when he has bought , mult notſell them again ro che beſt Advantage. 

Anſw. The Streſs of the ObjeCtion falls here, How the Retailer who buys Stalks not Cur them, and yet ſave himſelf whole> To which, 
I will give as plain an Anſwer as I can; 1ft, It is to be conſidered, That though there be 5 4. a Pound paid in Cuſtoms for Tobacco Stalks and. 
Leaf promiſcuouſly ; yer the Stalks are bur little more conſidered than the Stalks of Raiſins and Malago's, which though they are paid for with. 
the Fruit, yet are thrown away without detriment to the Owner : For, 2ly, we are not to ſuppoſe that the Stalks are able ro pay for their own. 
Cuſtom ; much leſs that they can bear any Rate above what the Cuſtom comes to ; For if ſo, then the Loſs would be conſiderable. Bur, the Leaf. 
is that which anſwers both for the Freight and Cuſtom of rhe Stalk ; or otherwiſe the Stalk would not be ſold for a Penny a Pound as is uſual, . 
when the very Cuſtom comes to 5 & 31y, The Stalk being worth not more than a Penny a Pound, itis very unreaſonable that being Cur,it ſhould. 
be Sold at the Rate of 8 Pence or 10 Pence, for this is manifeſtly a Cheat upon the Subje&; and therefore there is no reaſon there ſhould be allow-- 
ance for Cutting of Stalks in order to ſuch an end ; 4/y, That when we have Cur the Stalks, and conſidered the Charge and Loſs in Cutting and 
ordering them, we gain not above a Penny a Pound for them, if we deal Fairly and Honeſtly ; whereas if we were obliged ro throw them away, 
we ſhould ſel! as much Tohacco in their ſtead as we might gain Two pence by : All which conſidered, 1 hope the ObjeRtion is ſufficiently anſwer'd; 
hence it appears that that is no Objection that is made, 4, 


gp" 4+ Thar it is unreaſonable that ſo much in che Hogſhead ſhould be paid for Stalks as well as Leaf, and yet the Owner prohibited to make . 
ule of them. | 

Anſv. This may be anſwer'd from whar is above ſaid, but I add, 1ff. That there are many uſes ro which the Stalks may be profitably im- 
ployed, though they be not ſmoaked. 2y, Which is very conſiderable, when the Parliament laid a Rate of 34. per Pound Addition on Tobacco, 
it was in order to Raiſe more Money upon it. But this purpoſe was in a prone meaſure fruſtrated , by the raking to Cutting ſo many more Stalks . 
than were before; whereby the 34. in the Pound came to an inconſiderable profit in reſpe& of whar it would have done orherwiſe; fo that an AR. 
tor preventing of Cutting Stalks, would be a more effeRual inforcing of that former Act. ; 

Object, 5. 1f it be faid, That rhat At has found irs Account in the Cuſtom-houſe; and that rhe 3 4. a Pound has had its effect ; 7 Anſwer, thar - 
Allowance ought to be made for the Number of Smoakers now above what were then, generally compured to a Fourth xt Bur ler it be how . 
it will, it can never enter into any bodies head, bur that if Stalks be rejected, a proportionable quantity of Tobacco muſt be Smoaked in their-: 
ilead, and this mult acceſjarily Raiſe the Cuſtoms as has been ſaid 3 again the King loſes conſiderably in this, that great quanties of Tobacco are : 
Stript in Virginia, and preſſed in the Hogſhead to ſave the Freight, which beſides his Loſs is a damage to the Trader, becauſe by that means the - 
Tobacco is blackned, and corrupted, it loſes it's Virtue, will not keep ; and is oftentimes not ſaleable. Laltly there is anather great advantage to . 
the Trade, whichis that by prohibiting the uſe of Stalks, rhoſe Interlopers are cut off who run abour the Country with falſe wares, ſelling Stalks 
Which they buy uncur for a Penny a Pound, under the name of 0/4 Spaniſh when Cut, pretending it to be as good, as that Tobacco which my ſelf 
and other Nealers ſell with a Fourth part of Stalks only mix'd with good Tobacco. It ought not to be omirted what is commonly. known, that . 
great quantitics of Wallnut Leats are Cut and fold with Tobacco, to the great prejudice of His Majeſty's Income? and the Trade in general ; which 
t would be requiſite to provide againſt, as alſo againſt all homebred Herbs, &c. by a Clauſe of the Act. 


Thife Propeſuls are Flumlly offered to the Confideration of the High Court of Parliament , Ly Auguſtin Warry of Burceſter, in the County of Oxon 
Tobacconiſt, 3-hich if they ſhall be thought worthy to be improved into an Att, be hopes he is not in an trror to think he del res a gratuity anſweratle 
to the ſame, being the firſt Propoſer. 2 
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De /olidis ali: fumoſa voltmina condant ; 


De fumo ſulidim condidit Autor opus. 


Der 4 : , 
Herbal, | THE Original of Tobacco is 
Simon from America, being Natu- 
ane: ral to. that Region, firſt 
quadri- , 
part. Bot. found out by the Jrdtans, 
£9 lib. de who held it in ſuch Venera- 
Tobaco. 


tion as to dedicate it to their 
Gods. Thevet was the firſt 
that brought the Sced into 
France, tho' Nicot the French Ambaſſador at 
the Court of Po;7;;al (from whom it is called 
Nicotiana) tent tic firſt Plant into his own 
Country ; Sfain and Poriugal having been 
Hermades ſupply'd betore by Elernanaes de Toledo, in 
= Reign of Philip the Second. Sir Francis 
Drake * got the Seed in Virginia, and was the 
firſt that brought the Seed into Englard, but 
Sir Walter Raleigh hath the Reputation of 
firſt introducing the Cuſtom of 1tinoaking, by 
ai CHIvVing that the 745c7icaons made ule of 
&« Tobac. Pipes of Clay, which they did tong before the 
nana; liſb came there. 
t is juſtly eſteemed a fſalutary Plant ; whoſe 
Medecinal Qualities have been celebrated by 
>urte; The greateſt Phyſicians : Clu/rus ſays, that the 
Voyages Indians would travel ſeveral Days without 
to Ame- Meat or Drink, with only chewing a little Bit 
"et of Tobacco, mixt with Powder of Shells, fa- 
livating all the time, which they fancy does 
refreſh them in their Journey and Labours. I 
have been told ſome thing like it in Virginia and 
Carolina, by Gentlemen of known Probity and 
Dr. Will's Veracity. Dr. lis recommends Tobacco to 


 Purchas 
Vcyages 
into Ame- 
TIca. 


og ®- Soldiers, and all Men expoſed to Hardſhips, as 
what will, in ſome degree, ſupply the want of 
Victuals, and make them inſcnſible of the Fa- 
tignes of War; and it is found yery bencficial 
againſt peſtilential and contagious Diſcaſcs, that 
Bey!ls arefrequent in Camps and the Navy. Mr. Hoyle 
Pat does highly commend the Uſe of Tobacco in 


ſeveral cpidemical Diſtempers. One of my An- 
ceſtors employ'd, in the Year 1665, above 
300 Work-folks to manufiQture Tobacco, not 
one of which was infe&ed with the Plague. 
When I was in Mexzco, it was a Cuftom 
there, to burn a particular kind of To» 
bacco, of a very grateful Odour, in the 
Rooms of Perlons who had dicd of the Small- 
Pox, or any infectious Diſtemper, which, as 
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* He brovght over Ralph Lane, who ved Tobaccn, as you may fee in Exaihard's and Rav'n | 
4 At firſt he took Tobacco in Private. Tie Story of is Servant's Supprite, upon finding him {working Tobacco, 13 too well knowne? . 


they imagin'd, purified the Rooms, and pic- 
vented the ſpreading of the Infection. 

Many are the Authors who have treated of 
the Virtues of Tobacco, amongſt which, 'Squire _ 
Bickerftaff hath vouchſafed ludriconfly to em- T*** 
ploy his Pen about this Vegetable. Dr. Crew . 
found the Succeſs of the Oil of it in the Touth- —— 
Ach ; Hartmanthe Chymiſt, extols the Vater $;c.,.:;2. 
of Tobacco to cure Agues z the good Effects, ,,.... 
of Tobacco has been often experienced in ſome pra. chyr-+ 
violent Pains of the Head; and Thouſands have 
reaped great Benefit by it, who have been 1ub- 
1:& to Catarrhs, Rheums and Pains. A 7 rench 
Author has wrote a peculiar Tra& on Tobacco,  . 
wherein he commends it in Convuiſions, and 1, g.. 
to promote Sleep. He extolls the Oll of it in 1681 
curing Deafneſs, being injected into the Ear by 
a proper Vehicie, alio againſt gouty and 


- 


FCOLUioh Pants if tic 3 Gints, Ung applied 
in a Linament; finally it hath proved of great 
Benefit in ſeveral Diſtempers incident to Carzle, 

The Denomination given to this Plant by 
diffcrent Nations, may ſhow to us in what 
Reputation it is with them; 'tis called 
Petum in Spain; in France, FHerba Reging, 
in ſome Parts of [taly, Herba Medicea, from 
a Qutzx, of the Houſe of Medici, and in 
Roine, Herba Sant « Crucis, from Sainte Croix, 
or Holy Croſs, whom Bayle \ays was made a 
Cardinal by 'P7zs the Forrth, and died at Rowe, 
the 4th of Offober, 1589; he propogated the 
Knowledge of Tobacco at his Retura trom his 
Nunciature of Po;tugal, wich appears from 
theſe Verles of Caſtor is Durantis : 


Nomine que [anite crucis herba vocatur, Ocellis 
Subventt, & ſanat plagas, © vilnera jungt : i 
Difcutit & ſtrumas, cancrum, cancro/ague ſanat e445 
Utcera, & ambuſtis prodeſt, ſcabtemque repe!lit, 8... 
Diſcurit & morbum cut ceſjit ab 1pete nomen: moſt curis 
Calfacit, & ſiccat, ſtringit, mundatq: reſolvirg:; 9 Treas 
Et dentum, & ventris mulcet cafitiſque dolores. jnanaca 
Subvenit antique tuft, flomacogue 11gentr, io 
Renibus & [plent confert, uteroque venend 
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>» Everatur's, 


tiſe de Mere © 


Dira y nh demat, iftitus ommbus atris = 
Fec eadem prodeſt, gingtv1s pr opictt, arqite 

Conciliat ſumuun, nuda offaque care reveſttt : | 
Theracis wvittts prodeſt, Fuimons temguae, | 


Que aus fic prefiat nou ul!a potentior Herba. 
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be r-peated here, tho! it is evident he afterwards was more Publick in the Uſe of this tavouricve Amutement, for he» was charged on his 
Tryal with ſending to Lord Cotham a Parcel of Tobacco, and on the Scailo!d he vindicated himfelt from an Algeri.on of takiag Tooac's 
in the Eavl of Efex's Preſence, wheca that Noble Loid was beneaved. Vide Raceig?'s Life. 
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fire SenEacrucius profper, crm Nuncius efſet 
S044”, 2poftclica Lufitanas miyus th 0ras, 

Feuc nlpurtavit Komane ad commody geiitts, 
U: roam (ants lignm Cructs ante tulere, 
Ons Chriſttadum gito nuic Reſpublica gaudet 
Er [ante Cricis aiuftris Domus iſta vocatur, 
Co; forts atgue anime noflra fludiofa ſfalunts. 

As to the Culture, THarveft and Preparation 
vi Tobacco, 1 will recommend you to Neazder 
{uvacolog, pubiithed at Utre:/t 1644. where, if 
you are cririous, you may meet with Satisfaction, 

The Benefit of this Vegetable to Great Bri- 
{41s is prodigious, it we conſider the ſhort Time 
fince it was hrfl introdiyced into Eng/ard by Sir 
If lier Raleigh; "tis iow become the Staple 
ot two of his Majeſty's Colonies, inhabited by 
ba'f a Million of People, nany of whom conld 
hardly ſupport ther-ielves at Home, yet there 
tlicy live in great Splendor and Eaſe, having 
iumptnous Buildings, rich Equipages, Slaves, 
and other Attendance. | 

According to the exatteſt Computation that 
!tts been made on this Branch of our Trade, 
+hout 430 Sail of Ships, with above $000 
amen, have been employ'd in one Year to 
t:mg over about 75,000 Hogſheads of To- 
bacco fiom Virginia and Maryland ; the 
Freight of which, at $ /. per Tonn, (a Medium 
in Times of Peace) amounts to - f, 150,000 
&erling, moſt of which Sum centers amongſt 
curfeivyes in the Payment of Sailors and Tradeſ- 
men, who live by Shipping, beſides about 1 5 £. 
;e» Hogſhead Cuſtom-houle Fees, Cooperage, 
Lighterage, Wharſage, Portcrage, Cartage, 
V/ archoute Rent, Brokerage, and other inci- 
aenr Charges. 

Men of Sneculation do caiculate, that ont 
Gi Luc laid 75,c00 Hogſheais, thu arc Ex 
ported 46,000 Hogliheads, containing 720 Ib. 
per Hoglhead, at 4 d. per 1b. on Board, which 
amounts to f, 552,000 towards ſupporting the 
Ealance of 'Trade with forcign Nations, and 
mizht be of more Benefit to Greai-Bri- 
tin, if a proper Encouragement were given 
to manufacture it before exported, which might 
ealily be done without Prejudice to the Re- 
venne, by putting us on a footing with fo- 
:cign Manufactures; I mean to be relieyed of 
the high Fees that arc impolcd to procure a re= 
payment of the Cuſtoms of ſmall Parcels of 
"Tobacco, and the Prohibition of a Dra'vback 
f5r Stulks or Stems that arc teparated from the 
Tobacco, which will prima facie appear 
Grievances to thoſe, who have any Knowledge 
in Mercantile Atſairs. But leaſt theſe Obſerva- 
tions ſhould fall into the Hands of fome 
Gentlemen who are prejudiced, fo as to think 
hat the ſhipping off of 'CVobacco-Stalks, 8c. to 
procure a Drawback is a Fraud, as has been 
ſipgefted in the late Difpntes about the 'To- 
bacco-Bill, it may be neceflary to illuſtrate 
this Point with an Example of ten Hogſheads 


> manufactured abruad, and the fame Quantity 


n.anufactured here. 


Monſ. Francois © of Dunkirk bought Ten Hooſheads of Tobacco, 
C0) ant.790. C. nett on Board, at 3d. per lb, £ 98 oo oo 
Which produces. v/Z. 
252 Ib. Sand, worth nothing. 


5839 Nutt Tubacco {lands him in m—_— —— gy! 
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Mr. London bougtt ro logſhead», excluſive of the Cuſtoms, ts 
be ManutaRured and fript of, 
10 Hogthezds, 70 C. wt. of Tobacco, at z a. ? 
per Pound — wn mn c————_  . ——_ (£98 Co CO 
To the Drawbacks on 7840 o!d Sub. 24 10 5 
Boud Culſtoins 14% 04 y 
— 1; 1: 9 
Prime Colt of the Tobacco —— 270 11 9 
Which produces, viz 
2389 1b. Sand, worth nothing. 
16%o Stalks. at 115. per C. wr. £ 19 10 6009 
$885 Nett Tovacco, tor which he ( g 
diaws back Old Subſidy ' IN. 
Cuioms——11t 1 4 


—  _ ——  — 


139 185 10 


5880 Nett Tobbace, fands him in 


_ 0 13 88 


N. B. Somet mes Stalks are ſold deavey, Lut that was the 
Price for many Teays , ſo that tt plainly at pears that { :9 13 9 
on | 98 the firſt Coſt, is the D Ferer.ce between manufacturing 
Tobacco abroad and here, for «cart of a Drawtack on Stalks, &c. 


The next 1s the Charges to procure the Drawback on 
200 Ib. Weight of TOBACCO, 


Old Subſidy — 1d. 24 per Cent. Diſcount © 12 6 


Culioms — —-+4 } 15 per Cent, ——— 3 15 64 
£ 4 08 04 
CHARGES, 2. 
Certificate and Cocquet — — — —— © 6 8 
Searchers Fees — —— — — — — —— — © 3 © 
Pailing the Debenture —— — — — — t--3:0 
Receiver's Clerk {or the Sublidy — — — 5 1 © 
Appropriation of the Cuſtoms == -— — © 2 6 
£ ot 1g 5 


Tt muſt be own'd and be lamented, that theſe 
Diſadyantages have overthrown a valuable 
ManuſaQury, to the Prejudice of the Common- 
wealth; for formerly moſt of the Tobacco was 
manufaQured before exported even to France, 
and Holland; thirty Years paſt, above. 
10,000 People were employ'd therein, Nay ; 
ten Years ago, 2000 Hogſhea!!s of manu- 
iacturcd Tobacco vas expoited from this City 
t' Avurway and Sweedland, great Part whereof, 
I was concern'd in, by which means, I imploy'd 
in a Year, about 3o large Ships to import 
Timler, Deals, Iron, Copper, &c. and now not 
above 5o Hogſheads goes in a Year : The Rea- 
on of this is plain ; the Grocers in that Country 
(with whom we have not had a Currency 
of Exchange) give Orders to their Friends that 
reſide here, to ſend them ſmall Quantities of 
Cut or Rott Tobacco, which cannot be done ; the 
Debenture being loaded with ſuch heavy Fees: 
To procure a Drawback of {, 4 $ o:, we 
muſt pay Z 1 14 2 to be diſpatch'd, and 
perhaps five or ten Entries muſt be made for 
the Accommodation of our Cuſtomers out of 
the aforeſaid Ten Hogſheads, fo that they have 
bcen obliged to ſet up ManufaQtures of their 
own, where they mix He/land Tobacco with 
ours ; which proves a donble Diſadvantage 
to ns. It prevents us from ſupplying them 
with ſuch Quantities as they want of our To- 
bacco, and deprives us at the ſame time of 
the Beneht of manufaQturing it ourſelves. 

It may be objected, that if the Drawback 
is allow'd on Statks ſeparated from the To- 
bacco to be exported, (which muſt be, becauſe 
the Purity of our Tobacco is what gains it the 
Preference of others) it will open a Door for 
Frauds; probably other Stalks may be ſhipp'd, 
that came out of Tobacco for Home Con- 
ſumption. To which I reply, that if all 
the Stalks were deſtroy'd, it would adyance 

his 


03:3 


his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, becauſe one Pipe of 
talks  flatted and cut, will Jaſt or bumn 
»nger than two Pipes fill'd with neat To- 
bacco, thereforc if there was no Stalks, more 
Tobacco would be confum'd, conſequently 
the Trade would increaſe, and all its Advan- 
tages be inlarged : And, I believe, this was 
the Scnſe of the Legiflature, when they re- 
pealed that Claute in the gth of George I. 
which prohibited the Importation of any 
Tobacco ſtript from the Stalk or Stem. 

However, to conhne ourtelves to the Ma- 
nufatury of Tobacco for Exportation, for 
our better Encouragement, let us have the 
ſame Relief as the Virgimiu Merchants have 
by the gth of George I. in the Cale of un- 
merchantable Tohacco, for which they refilſe to 
pay or ſecure the ſull Duty at the King's Beam, 
which is a Half-penny per Pound Weight 
Bounty, and the Tobacco to be burnt, or pub=- 
lickly deftroy'd. Let the Stalks be weigh'd and 
burnt in the like manner, and in Conſideration 
thereof, let us be paid a Half-penny per 
Pound, and the Duty inwards to be repaid 
without Fee or Reward, provided the Stalks 
and Duſt does not exceed 25 per Cent. of the 
KNett Tobacco ſhipp'd ; tecondly, let the De- 
benture for the Drawback on Cut or Roll To- 
bacco paſs without Fee or Reward; by this 
Means we ſhall recover a ManufaQury fo be- 
neficial to Great Britain. The Charges and 
Incidents of Rolling Tobacco are 145. per Hund. 
or f, 4 10 5s. per Hogſhead ,if the whole Tobac- 
co that is exported were manufaQured here, 
according to the ſaid Calculation, it would a- 
mount to above f, 200,000 more in our favour 
rwwards the Ballance of Trade. 

No Budy can doubt of our Manufattore 
being as good as other Nations, as we arc not 
inferiour to any in the Knowledge of Mechan- 
icks; and I afiſert, that the Tobacco manufac- 
tured in Ergland, excells all others in the ſe- 
veral Parts of Emrope where I have been. 

I thought proper to mention this in Behalf 
f ſo many diftrets'd Poor, in hopes a 
Time may come, when fo beneficial an Ar- 
ticle to the Commonwealth will be regarded. 

Since I have mentioned this in hopes fome 
PATRIOT will take it under Conſideration, 
{ beg Leave to add, that about ten Years ago 
our Family leta Wor x-Hovss in Virgina 
Street on a I caſeto the Pariſh, cheaper than we 
would, in Expectation that ſome of thoſe 
poor People who have earn'd their © Bread 
there at the Trade, might be comfortably 
provided for in the ſame Houſe. 

Another Obſervation is a Policy uſed by a 
certain Kingdom in the Nor7h, to admit unma- 
nufatured Tobacco free of Duty, but on Cur 
and Roll the Duty is ſo high, as to be next to 
a Prohibition; ſo intent Others are to 
ſecure that Article, which would be inconſide- 
rable to the Quantitics we ſhould export, ifen- 
couraged to work it here. 

Another great Benefit ariſing from this Ve- 
getable, the Produce is laid out in our Brit:/þ 
Manufactures, and exported to the Br its/h Co- 
'ones, which in a Year, hath Amounted to 
{ 500,000, and would be much more, if that 


Branch was Regulated : therefore ir may 
be juſtly ſaid, "That Tobacco is become in 
few Years, one of the moſt valuable Branches 
of Trade belonging to Great Britain, 

Again : How many have acquird Eftates 
by Tobacco, and how many Families are fole- 
ly ſubſifted by vending it at Home? Nay ; 
] don't find that at preſent any Prince or State 
prohibits the Uſe of "Tobacco, tho" King James 
the tirft has both writ and diſputed ſo learnedty 
againſt it at Oxford ; but on the contrary, 
they have reaped great Benefits by it to ſup- 
ply their Exigencies of State. It is one of the 
chick Articles of the Revenue in Germany, 
France, Spaia, Tuſcany, &c, and for what 7o- 
baccois conſumed in England, the Dutics on 
eycry Pound, are as folioweth, 


1 4. per Ib, Old Sub. by 12 Car. Il. to be paid down, 25 per 
Cent. Diſcount abated by gy Georn7 I. 
TY +4] ! , q 
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[f the Importer ſhall pay down th» Money any time before the 
Expiation of 18 Months trow his Entry, to be allovced a Diſ- 
count of 7 fer Cent. per Anxum, tor 'ths Time unzxvired. $0 
that upon che aforeſaid Eit.mace of the Laports and Exports, 
any one cati calculate what the Nett Duties are that ſhould ret 
In the Exchequer. 

Hitherto I have treated 1 TorAcc.o in 
general, but I cannot paſs fume neceſſary Ob= 
ſervations on the Excellency 0f V1RG1N1A 
Tosracco. To argiire a thorough Knowledge 
of TosBacco, I have taken the Trouble 19 
viſt ir ToBacco Colonies; Mexico, 
and likewiſe ſeveral Places 1: Europe ; and, 
in my Ojition, ViRGINita Topacco, for 

arity and Flavour, exce!ls all Tohacco of 

European Grow:h; alio thit of St. brit 

zhers, Terra Nova, Nieve, and Sf. Xi we 

Brazil and Varino Tobacco, are ejteem'd by it 

Fiyjicans, to be of an intoxicating Nature. 

To {, ort this Aſertion, we may obſerve 

that the French have Plantations at Clarac, * E 

Flanders, Strasburgh, St, Domingo, Meiliflippi, v4 

Martinico and eleſchere in AMER1CA, yet is tencto 

they had from us laſt Tear above 20,000 Puviirk 

_— to mix and flavour the Tobacco ,,u, a. "if 

of their own Growth: We hve exported for 

Holland f om that Part of Great Britain, call/4 

England, 17 7 25000 Heog/heads m a Tear ; 

notwithſtanding thetr Kannafter and Curroſo 

Tobacco, /e/:des the great Quantities that are 

tlanted at Amerstoort b&y Utieckt. Finetins 

Larger Quantities would be exported, if Virg. Tob. 
the Trade was brought under a proper Regue 
lation, to retrench the Charges incident to the jrica ard 
tranſporting Tobacco from the Britiih Colonies phe 
to the ſeveral Markets in Europe; it being ji... 
an undeniable Maxim, That to Nation can 
preſerve their Trade long, who do not take 
care to fend thetr Commodities as cheap to 
Market as their Neightours, according to 


* 


their Value; if this was done by our To- 
bacco, it would diſcourage the European 
Plantations. . 


Theje Hints are ſuiſictent to convince any, 
how profitable the Tobacco Trade is ro 
Great Britain, as well as how beneficial it 
is to Mankind in general, it leing uſed by 
Men of all Degrees, enher in Suuff, Smoak- 


mg 


* By the French King's Edi#, they are to be ſent to the Gallevs, that hall be found with any CLarnac Tobacco in their Cufiodv 
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1g, Of at the Lady's Toilet, as un bon mor- 
zzau pour la bouche, 

Notwithſtanding its ſalutary Virtue, ſcme 
have Leen diſcouraged from uſing this healthful 
Amuſement, occaſfuoned primarily by the mer- 
cenary Views of many Planters, who to make 
Iteight (Tobacco being Currant in Payments) 
have pack'd tn Casks, the good and bad Leaves 
promiſcuouſly, which have been. afterwards 
wended 1m England by w5kilful People, as 
the Beſt Virginia ; 7ho ſuch, when ſmoak'd, by 
reaſon of its funky Quality, is attended with 
a nauſeous Scent, and has brought Tobacco 
mnto Contempt among Men of a delicate Taſte. 

My tamily and Self having carried 01 an 
extenſive Trade to moſt Parts of Europe, for 
Eighty Tears paſt, we have often had In- 
ftruttions from our Fattors, to confign to them 
the fineſt Virginia Tobacco, for the Service of 
the Courts of the County's where they have 
reſided ; particularly Germany, Muſcovy, 
Poland, Sweedland, and Pruſſia, &c. This 
induced me, as I have before obſerved, to oofit 
America 79 1nſpett into the fineſt Crops, and to 
g1ve Inſtructions for the Culture and right ma- 
nagiice the Plants, that it ſhould be well garb- 
led uf the vittated aiid 11:pure Leaves, atſo that 
they might obſerve the proper Seaſons ſor packing 
17 in Cashs, that u might preſerve its natural 
Flagour, vet; liable to ſtink when it ſweats in 
els Ships, of packd in two damp Weather ; 
''y which 'Frecantiv1s, my Tobacco hath been 
received with a gereral Apfrobation amongſt 
the Pictulity and Geiiiry in Foreign Conntrys, 
and in Ex;etation, that, on Trial, it will give 
er 44l Satisfattion to the Curions at Howie, a 
Puonſe a5 biiied on proſe nretarl Mild Tobacco 

' 04.,4 ie Go:ncr of Spring-Gardens, 

T0289 1219 Mo James's-Park, 1.4 Charing-Crols, 

Weitminkter, with: theſe Mottos over the Door, 
PATRI&A PRODEST. 

—— ToOTIQUE SALUTIFER ORB1, Ovid. 


Perhaps my Reader may have formed an 
Expedtation of jeerng the Myſtery of the 
Tobacco Trade laid open, with my Senti= 
w%eris of the Frauds, ſo much complained of, 


which T might and could have done, Wi. juch 
Obſervations and Remarks that hath not bee! 
rouch'd upon by any ; but like an old Veteran, 
worn out with the Toils of War, I deſire to be 
excus'd; having oft ſtood the Heat of Engage- 
ments, winlſt others have carried off the Fo- 
1nour and Profit. Amoneſt ſeveral other Inftan= 
ces I could give, this is One; being a great Ad- 
mirer of a Free-Port ſome Tears paſt, I had 
Thoughts of efabbiſhing a Fattory there ; accor- 
dingaly T projetted a Scheme, 24 ark in three 
Tears after, there were Annually 50 or 60 
Sail of Ship's loaded and unloaded there. What 
-was the Conſequence ? The Merchants {inding mr 
a bold Adventurer, grew jealous, aid complatn- 
ed againſt me to the higher Powers ; the great 
Loſs I ſuſtain'd, and the it Uſage 1 met with 
from the Governor and Magiſtrates 1s ſo well 
known, to the Publick, that 1 need 19t repeat it. 
Mr. Addiſon « ety obſerv'd, © That when 
a Man exerts himſelf out of the common 
* Sphere, he lays himſelf open to the pen 1h of 
* the Publick.” As the Manner of þ Cong 
this Sort of Tobacco for Sale 1s Unuſual, I can- 
not expett to eſcape, but that will not deter me 
from this Underiaking, in order to ſecure a 
Livelihood for a Tounger Son, and if 6- 
thers of the Trade ſhall make any ill=na- 
tur d Obſervation, to them I reply, That 

will follow a Dutch Maxim, with thoj. 
that will deal with me, viz. live and lct live : 
The Tobacco that is ſold, is pure and genuine, 
and imported from the choiceſt Plantations of 
Matopony, Parmoncky and Portopotank, 
York-River, Virginia, being pick'd ont of many 
Flundred Hogſbeads which 1 have exported tc 
Germany, Ruſſia, Poland, Swedland, Denmark. 
Pruiia, Holiand, Norway, Kiga, Sami v, 
Dantzick, Reyel, and other Paris of Europe 


cc 


N. B, All Sorts of Leaf, Cut and Roll To- 
bacco are ſold for Exportation, the Draw 
back diſcounted, by J. Lacy, at the Virginia 
Warehouſe 3» Virginia-Street, wear the 
TowtrR; whos to Gy -- aq Eaft 
Country and Virginia Halks at the Royals 
Exchange, Lonpox. 
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THz BrxrtisH MERCHANT. 1ſt. Containing Rules to accompliſh the Apprentice in the Accompting Houſe, in Arithmetick and Mer- 


chan*'s Accomp:s, in a more ample Manner than any thing yet publiſhea, The Method and Practice of Joing Buiſneſs at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe and Waterſide. The Nature of Husbanding of Ships. To which will be annexed, the Commodities of ſeveral Countries, with the 


1011s, Tributes, Cultoms, Subsidies, Impolts, Allowances, Weights and Meaſures, both at Home and Abroad, with Factorage, Broker- 
age, and other Charges on Merchandizes 


24, Rules for Navigation, and for ſetting out of Ship's, with a new Method of keeping Ships Accompts, Freights by Bill of Loading 
or Gharter Parties, In\urances, Bottamaty, Shipwrecks, Deodands, Contributions and Averages; with a Collection of the Sea Laws, 


and Acts of Parliament relating to Navigation ; alſo ſome learned Treatiſes of the Civilians on the Juriſdictioa ofcue Admiralty, and of 
the Seversignty of the Sea, 


3d. A Calculation of Intereſt, Annuities, Pentions, Publick Funds, Company's Stocks and Securities. A Calculation of Exchanges 
to ſeveral Parts of Europe with Dit -Ctions 161: the Drawing of Bills of Exchange, Notes, and Letters of Credit, Aikgnments, &fc, oy 
the proper Precautions and DireCtions relating thereto, ailo ſome univerſal Remarks on Cotamodities, Monies, Banks, Exchanges an 
[T3 
Trathcks. 


il Treatiog of Partnerſaips, Cuntrafts, Lowers of Credit, Letters of Attorney, Procurations, Arbvitrations, Awards, and an A- 
bridgement of ſeveral Statutes and Cafes relating ro Trade ; aifo the Proceedings in Merchant's Conzts, in France &*%. With ſome 
OyYervations on the Caſe of Bankrupts ana their Eftates, who are ofcen undone, to the Creditor's great Loſs, by the Abuſe of Agents 


that interpoſe ; with a Scheme that may be of reciprocal Renefir to all Vatties. 


5th. Some Political Eſſays on Trade, and on the Ballance of Trade with other Nations, with Obſervations on the Riſe and Improye- . 


Tm-nts that might be made of teyeral ManutaCurers, to which ſhall be Added, ſoiue Schemes that may promote the Britiſh Trade and 
Navigation. 


N. B. This Work cannot be comprized in leſs than three Volumes in Folio, If T can meet with Enconragement, by Subſcription, Iam de 
termined to publ Þ it: It is the Frutt of Sev'n Tears Recels from Buſine!s and is founded on a long Experience of my o«vn 
Trade, with the Op'nions of the 170/t Eminent Men, (Mr. Laws, &c.) renown'd for their Skill in Commerce, with <vhom I has 
hadthe Honour to converſo; alſo I have aided what Aſſiſtance could be had from moſt 4uthoys <who have treated on Trade. 
L>nDo8g March 1ft, 1733. REGINA CAROLINA DIE NATALL, ]. Lac %s 
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REASONS. 
Humbly Offered by the Fair Traders 
and Dealers im SNUEFPF, againſt a g 
Clauſe in a Bill now. depending before Your | 
Lordſhips, entitled, A Bill to prevent the 
Miſchiefs by ManufaQturing Leaves, or 
other Things, ts reſemble Tobacco ; fo far 


as relates to a Clauſe for preventing the 
Abuſes in M:xing and Colouring of Snuff. 


| The Clauſe is as follows, viz. 


— HAT if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall at any Time 
Wl after the faid Fifth Day of May, in he Your of 

our Lord 1716, e; Mix, or Colour, or 

cauſe to be Made, Mixed or Coloured, any Sort 

of Snuff, with any Sort of Oaker, Umber, or 

—_ | _—_ oy ON nx wet pig or —-x5 arg " 

cauſe to I | Snuffy.any Fuſtick, or Yel-- tp Py ey 

low Ebony , Teuthwors” or any wy = of Wood, or DV has act. 

ſhall knowingly SE, or to Sale, any Snuff ſo Made, 

Mixed or Coloured, as aforeſaid, every ſuch Perſon fo offending, 

ſhall for every Pound Weight of Snuff ſo Made, Mixed or 

Coloured, forfeit the ſaid Snuff, and likewiſe the Sum of 3 !. ; and 

7 age for any greater or leſſer Quantity, to be recovered 

by AQtion, @*c. | 


THAT 


y Ayo D411vet 
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THAT for theſe many Years, all the Snuff that hath come 
into England from Spain, ManufaQured, and ready Prepared for 
Taking, never hath come in its own genuine Grain, or Co- 
lour, but always has had an Artificial Colouring given it, 
which makes the ſame not only more agreeable to the. Eye, 
but alſo contributes to Palliate the Tobacco, and ijnakes 
the Flavour thereof moge Taking | and Accegya ble. + - 


THE Method of making the Snuff in Spain, was, and 
yet is, to add a Quantity of a certain Mineral, ( called in 
that Language, Almagre, and in Engliſh, Venetian or Engliſh 
Red) not exceeding Iwo Pounds in Weight thereof, to a 
Hundred Weight of Tobacco-Snuff ; ſuch being diſſolved in a 
due Proportion of Spring-Water, the Snuff is waſhed therewith, 
which gives the ſame Colour and CompleRtion it bears, and alſo 
puts the Tobacco- into a Sweat, or Ferment,, which helps the 
Flavour thereof the ſame” being too hot in its own Nature ; to 
be.agreeable, , till cured as aforeſaid. "0 os. 


'OF late Years, the ManufaQturing of Snuff,” is become a very 
conſiderable Trade within} this Kingdom (great Quantitis of 
Tobacco, courſe Ground, being daily- Imported' from- Spain, 
South-Sea, and other Foreign PartsY - and ſuch -Home Manu- 
fature tends very much to the Inotcaſe of this Majcly's -Re- 
venue, as well as to the Support of many poor Families employed 
therein. | ; ' 


THE Snuff that is ſo made and manufaQtured at Home, is 
made in the very ſame manner the Spaniſh Snuff is; and no other 
Ingredients mixed or uſed in the! making 'thereof, /but the true 
Genuine Tobacco, to which is my added a like Quantity of 
Colour, as is uſed in Spain which the faid Home ManufaRurers 
have been under a ſoxt of neceſſity of uſing, 'in order that their 
Commodity might ſtand as well recommended, and be anſwerable 
and alike to the Snuff ,of Spain, 'which has always been in 
oreat Reputation here. y wo Wo | 


© THE fad Traders and Manufafurers of 'Snuff within this 


Z Kingdom, have had Fbymlnprrincee tricd ., to prove, the, 


N3ture of ſuch Mineral uſed in. Colouring ,of Snuff; and are 
able to make out beyond all doubt, that fuch Mineral, . with 
which the Snuff is in Span and here coloured and curcd as 4- 
foreſaid, is a Thing entirely Innocent and Tnoffenſive in its own, 
Nature, and no ways prejudicial to Mankind,” Vy being uſed in 
the making and curing of Snuff, | ; 


SNUFF 
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SNUFF fo made and ManufaQured as aforeſaid, having 
by great Experience been found to be no ways prejudicial to 
Man ind ; and there having been great Quantities thereof yearly 
ſold within this Kingdom, the fame has encouraged many of the 
ManufaRurers and Traders therein to keep great Stocks thereof 
in Hand ; and many Traders therein, now have Twenty, Thirty, 
Forty, Fifty, and Si | | Weight a-piece by them, which 
is made up of no other ents whatſoever, bit the true . 
Genuine Leaf of Tobacco, with a Quantity of the faid Colour- 
ing, not exceeding Two Pound thereof to One Hundred 
Weight of. Snuff as aforeſaid ; and ſhould the ſail Traders and 
Dealers not: haye the Liberty of ſelling their Stock in Hand, 
many Hundred : Families muſt be utterly ruined and undone 
thereby. { | ) L 


'T HE Homeſt Makers and Dealers in Snuff, readily concur, 
that the particular Species of Mixtures and Colours in the Clauſe 
mentioned, Theald ſtand prohibited ; and they alſo apprehend, 
that there 'is a farther Abuſe that 3ffe&s the Fair Dealer, which is 
not provided againſt by the Bill, which is the grinding into 
Snuff, the $and and Dirt that 1s fifted from Tobacco, and which 
is Sold in conſiderable Quantities; the taking of which is cer- 
_ pernicious to Mankip4 prevents the Conſumption of ſo 
much real *Fobaveo”Defranes wis Majeſty of his Duty, and is 
Injurious to the Fair Dealer. . 


All which is humbly ſubmitted, &c. 
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REASONS Humbly offered t0 


A Be + 
the Honourable Houſe of Com- 


— — — 


mons, Why the Wagoners ought not 
to be oblized to any certain Weight. 
ZOO 


Firſt, Hat the Clothiers in general of the Cloath- 
ing Countics of England will thereby be 
prevented of keeping their conſtant Mar- 
kets at Blackwell-Hall, and many other 

Markets confin'd to a certain time ; and alfo it will be ve- 
ry prejudicial to the Norwich Traders if they cannot bring 
their Goods tv London Weekly, there being ſuch great al- 
terations in the Faſhion of their Stuffs, that it will be a great 
diſcouragement to their Manufacture, 1t being impoſſible 
for them to Travel the Roads by reaſon they will be lia- 
able to all Officers to ſtop them and make them unload 
their Wagons in every Pariſh they go through. 


Secondly, Another Reaſon is, That when their Wagons 
are unloaded their Loading 1s then known what it is, which 
may endanger them to be robb'd, for they do not take 
up all their Goods at one Town or Place, but at ſeveral 
places on the Road, ſo that it is impoſſible they can give a- 
ny true Bill of Loading to be juſt, and if they are oblig'd 
to an Oath they muſt forſwear themſelves, by reaſon they 


cannot have Weights at every Place where they take up 
their Loading. 


Thirdly, Tis very probable the Officers will not believe. 


them without an Oath, and Highway-men may pretend 
themſelves Officers, and force them to unload their Wa- 
gons, and when they ſee what they have, may take that op- 
portunity of Robbing the Carrier. 


Your Honours Favour is humbly begged in their behalf, to 


conſider their Condition as to Tour great Wiſdom jhall 
ſeem meet. 


4b an A | 


| 
| 
| 
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The CAS E of Richard Fielder, in 
Relation to the Petition of the Wag- 
ZONers. 


| HE ſaid Fzelder is Deputy Surveyor of the King's Highways, and by 
Virtue thereof, conſtantly attends His Majeſty whenever he goes 
above Ten Miles out of Town. 


s 4 That it is his Buſineſs to give Notice to all Perſons to Repair the 
High-ways ; by reaſon whereof, ſeveral Waggoners on the Roads, finding a 
Benefit to themſelves thereby in their more eaſy Draughts, have now and then, 
for the ſaid Fzelder's Incouragement, given him Tea Shillings ; which they 


do now pretend, was given by way of Compoſition, that they might drive 
with more Horſes than the Law allows. 


Thar ſince His Majelty's coming to the Throne (which is all the time the ſaid 
Fielder hath been concerned in this Buſineſs) he hath been One Year in Ireland, 
and a Year and half imployed in making New Roads in Hrde-Park and 


St. James's- Park, ſo that he could not poſſibly be ſo much upon the Roads as - 


the ſaid Waggoners pretend (had he no private Concerns of his own which 
are very grear, he being a Corn-Chandler, and imploycd in buying Horſes for 
the Army.) And moreover, he hath for Five Years laſt paſt, been a Warrant- 
Servant to His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Dexmark ; and always in conſtant 
waiting whenever the Prince removed his Court, which is well known hath 
been very often. 

Note, That ſome of the ſaid Waggoners pretend they have paid the ſaid Fielder 
Five or Ten Shillings per Quarter, which is the moſt : Yet ſome of them ſay, 
Thar for their own part, they have paid him more than Twenty Pounds, at 
ſeveral tirnes; which is contradictory in it ſelf, for admitting (though by no 
means granting) that Tea Shillings per Quarter were paid, yet in Four Years 
time according to their own Limitation, the {aid 'Summ mult fall much ſhor: of 
ſuch their Pretentions. 

That in Caſe this Honourable Houſe ſhould be of Opinion, That the [aid Fielder”; 
receiving any Money of the ſaid Waggoners, was for Compoſition, to les them drive 
with more Horſes than the Law allows (which he ages utterly deny, was for any other 
Reaſon than what is herein before mentioned) yet he hopes the ſame is pardoned by 
the late Act of Grace : For, that it was not, neither could it be proved before the Ho- 
nourable Committee, That he has taken One Penny from any of the ſaid Waggoners, 
within this Tear and an half, upon any ſuch Account ; and for the Truth thereof, re- 
ferrs himſelf to the Waggoners Evidence, given in before the ſaid Committee, where 
there is nothing alledged by the Petitioners, of any Quarterly Summ paid him within 
this Tear and an half. 

Laſtly, *Tis greatly to be feared, how Infolent the ſaid Waggoners will be 
for the future, if they ſhall receive Incouragement herein : For ſince their Peti- 
tions have been depending in this Honourable Houſe, they have preſumed daily 
to drive contrary to Law ; and particularly :one Johz Pierce, drew his Waggon 
out of the Swan-1nn at Holbourn-Bridge, on Saturday the 29th. of February laſt, 
with Nine Horſes ; and being admoniſh'd not to do it, he replied, He would 
do it and: ſee who durſt meddle with him. It can be proved, how ſeveral of 
them do now daily drive contrary to, and in Defiance of the Law ; and in par- 
ticular Thomas Child, Thomas Barns, and William Whitaker, who all drove their 
ſeveral and ReſpeCtive Waggons with Six Horſes, at length, to each Waggon, 
on the Second Inſtant, in the Pariſhes of Bradford, Tileburſt, and Reading, in 
the County of Barks, making their Boaſts, That none durſt oppoſe them ; 
beſides ſeveral others, too long to be mentioned in this Paper. All which is 
humbly offer'd to your Honours Conſideration, by the ſaid Fielder. 


fs 


The CASE of John Littlehales, again} ,, 
the pretended Petition of the Waggoner's 
travelling the Northern Roads of England, 


WG. 


HE Petition ſets forth , that whereas by the Statute of 22 Car. 2, Cap. 12. it is 

Enacted that no Waggon, &c. ſhall travel with above five Horle,Bealts, at length, 

on the penalty of Forty Shillings for each offence. And whereas the ſaid John Lit- 

Hebales hath for ſeveral years paſt, extorted -_ Summs of money by pretence of 

the ſaid AR, under pretence of giving liberty to the ſaid Petitioners to draw contrary to 

Law, and have been protected by the ſaid John Littlebales ſo to do. And then pray that the 
Law may be Explained, or redreſs given to the ſaid Petitioncrs, &c. 

Which Petition there is much reaſon to believe hath been ſer on foot by others than the 
pretended Subſcribers; for there are ſeveral Perſons Names who have denied the Subſcrip- 
tion, others that arc Men not in being, ſome Servants and others that have not been Carricrs 
for ſeveral years palt, | 

They Comp!2i; of being ſeized when they drew as the Law direts; and they were never 
ſeized (to the knowledge of the ſaid Joby Eittlebales) but by Warrants from the Juſtices , at 
one place when Crawing according to Law , for drawing contrary to Law, at another time ; 
and upon no other pretence whatſoever.” 

And the Extortion that the Petitioners complain of (in truth) is no more than the penalty 
that by this Law is Enacted againſt them for ſo — 

And the ſaid Jon Littlebales hath met with great diſencouragment in putting this Law in 
Execution, from the ſaid Petitioners, particularly Gueſt, Ward; Dun, &c. have laid Actions 
of 11001. on him in one day, and aſſaulted him in his Inn , and hath gone in danger of his 
Life, by affronts they have offered him on the road ; and make daily brags , that if they 
could but diſcourage the ſaid Jobn Littlebales, they fear no other to proſecute them ; for they 
would quaſh them with Fob A&tions : the ſaid Ward and Dun (being Inn-Keepers) and not 
Petitioners, are the Men that proſecute the ſaid John Littlebales, and threaten they will ſpend 
500 I. to be revenged of the ſaid Jobn Littlebales ;, and have offered the Waggoners, if they . 
will come in , it ſhall coſt them nothing; and have refuſed to come in notwithſtanding 
though ſome of the pretended Petitioners, there being but four Petitioners that hath yet a 
peared of twenty four ; and they have likewiſe put in Gaoll one Peat and Hopkins, that proſe- 
cuted them on breach of this Law , and could not get diſcharged till they had.entred into 
Bond and Judgment (being not able to get Bail) not I” the Carriers any more ; and 
vere ae orced to deliver the Warrants that they had againſt them ; and never was Exe- 
cured. g.* 

And the Waggoners do now at Noon day (before the Officers that ſhould ſeize them) 
draw with 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 Horſes at length , through ſome of the greateſt Towns of the 
Kingdom, as Northampton, Dunſtable, Newport-Pagnell, St. Albans, &c. without interrup- 
tion ; nay the Conſtables (contrary to their Oaths) after the Juſtices have granted their 
Warrants, they have refuſed to execute them , by reaſon of the vexatious Suits that theſe 
Carriers have commenced againſt them. And not only thus, but Gueſs, and other Carriers, 
have got Replevins granted, and next day have drawn with Ten Horſes at length, and dared 
the Conſtables, and other Officers, to ſeize them at their perils. 

And the {aid Petitioners after they have done all this , now pretend that they have given 
the ſaid Jobn: Littlebales ſeveral Annuities which he never did receive, nor can they prove up- 
on Oath, that it was ever given him, or any for him, for the Licenſing any to draw with 
more Horſes than the Law direas; but what Money he hath received of them, was to de- 
fray his trouble and charge of proſecuting of ſeveral Pariſhes to mend their ways, as can be 
plainly proved by the Clerk of the Crown : And were it impoſed upon theſe Petitioners to 
prove their Allegations upon Oath, the World would ſoon ſee how little reaſon they have to 
trouble the Parliament with this matter, by reaſon that they have their redreſs at Common- 
Law : But they declare publickly , that they can have the liberty to ſay any thing beforexhis 
Honourable Houſe , not being upon their Oaths , and no damage to ly againſt them for fo 
doing ; threatning that they would ſwear Robbery , Felony , or any thing elſe againſt the 
aid John Littlebales, if he perſiſts in his proſecuting them, - according as the Law direRs; 
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England defrauded , by the Exportation of 
Boxes, Cales, and Dial-Plates for Clocks and 


Watches, without their Movements. 


Humbly Repreſented to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


Reputation of making the beſt Clocks and Watches now 

made in the World, and have made very great Improve- 

ment by ſeveral »/ef#/ Inventions in that Art, ſuch as Re. 
peating Clocks and Watches, and the like, ſo that great Numbers 
have been Azzally Exported. Some of th: moſt Conſiderable 
Watchmakers ( until of late) did ſend Abroad Two parts 1n T hree 
of the Clock: and Watches they made, bur for ſome time paſt this 
Exprt«tion hath b-en much hindred by the fraudelent praftices of 
ſome Frezchm?n, and others, now reſiding in En2/and, who have 
ab. moſt Paris of the World to which we formerly ſent Clocks 
and Wuitch:s, by ſending into thoſe Parts Boxes, Caſes, and Diat- 
Pl4':s, and Springs, tor Clock; and Watches, without cir 
Mov. ments, and thre Buy up Biſe Foreizy Movements, and with 
th: make them up, and ( for the moſt part ) Engrave upon them 
Londan, and the Name of ſome Eminent Engliſh Watch or Clockmiker, * 
to gain them the better Reputation A5rozd, and ſo Se!l them for 
Enzlijh, although the Movements were never made here, nor the 
Watches here made up, to the Abuſe of thoſe Parts, and to our great 
Loſs both in Reputation and [ztereſt ; for by the New Watches and 
Clocks that wedo Exporc, we Gaz» in the Cheapeſt, Five times more 
( but in others our Gains are from F;ve co Fifteen times as much or 
more) than we ſhould have done had the Boxes, Caſes, and Dial 
Plates of thoſe Clocks and Watches been Exported without their 
Movements. 

To regain therefore our Reputation abroad, relating to this Inge- 
nious Art and ManufaQture, and to preveyn? for the future this Na- 
tion's being ch:ated of many Thouſands per Annum, by the before- 
mentioned fraudulent PraQtices : It's humbly hop'd, That in ths 
Bill now depending, for Liberty to expore Watches, &c, ſome Clauſe 
or Clauſes may be inſerted, to prevent the Exportation of any Boxes, 
Caſes, or Dial-Plates ( of either Gola, Silver, or other Metal) for 
Clocks or Watches, Without their Movements. 

And alſo, That every Watchmaker or Clockmaker, before he makes up 
his Clock or Watch, may Engrave thereon his Name, and City, Town, 
or Place of Aboae, or of which he is a Freeman : So thit neither our 
S-lves or Foreigners may be abuſed in buying thoſe Watches or Clocks, on 
which Good Mens Names are falſly Engraven, to colour and put off Bad 
Mens baſe Works. | 


E NGLAN D hath (of late Years ) deſervedly gain'd the 


Relating to his 303 


WATER-VWORRKS #* Pezt. 


Bout Twelve Mouths fince the faid Warntr being at Deale, obſerved their 
great want of good Water both for Town and Shipping, and was requeſted 
by divers of the lahabicants to Erect Water-works there, but being adviſed that 


not ingage therein ?cill moſt of the principal Inhabitants certified his Lotdſhip of 
their want of Water, and Petitioned his Grace to countenance * and encourage the ſaid 
Warner therein. ; EE JE. 

Whereupon his Grace recomended a skilful Artiſt to Survey the Town and Grounds 
adjacent, and his Lordſhip being well ſatisfied with this Surveyer's report, gave 
Warner leave and Encouragement (in writing under his hand ) to begin and d 
in the ſaid undertaking. Ou which the ſaid Warne began and proceeded, inorder 
to Supply the ſaid Town and Shippiag with Water, and hath expended and con- 
trated for neceſſirics in this undertaking about Thirteen Hundred Pounds. 

But hath ſuſpeaded his proceedings ar . preſent by reaſon of the preteatl- 
ons of Mr. William Rider, upon a Patent granted by the late King James 
unto Edward Burdett, Eſq. (a convicted Papiſt) and to the ſaid Rider at Burdett”s re- 
queſt, as the Patgat ſers forth, for Watering the ſaid Town, who thereon oppoſed 
Warners Bill (twice read in the Honourable Houſe of Commens ) for the ſe 
aforeſaid, and obtaiacd leave to bring in a Bill in his own Name, which vw. 
poſes was granted, upon the ſaid Rider's Snggeſtions in his Printed Caſe, nioſt of the 
Allegations of which, Warn:r hopes to prove are Notoriouſly falſe. 

And that the Crown had no right to Graat that Patent, the Royalty belonging 
to the Biſhop of C:-2e-bury, bur 1t any Intereſt paſſed thereby, it was in Truſt for 
Edward Lord Grif/'n, viho was Attainted and Outlawed for High Treaſon, and the 
Intereſt reverted a:t1:1 to the Crown, 


Aud whereas the ſaid R;der 19 his Caſe pretends, that 2500 /. was taken up to defray 


the Charges and Expence of the ſatd Grant and Undertaking, and that Agents wer® 


ſeat down to treat with the Inhabitants of Deale, from whom they obtained Sub- 
ſcriptions. The ſaid Warner hopes to prove by divers of the principal Inhabitants of 
the ſaid Town, "That no Money was ever laid out by the Patentees, or any Perſon for 
them, about the ſaid Warer-works, aad chat no Agents did ever appear to Treat 
with the faid Town, or tike Subſcriptions on that account ſave only Cole alias Hall, 
Robinſon and Giil;brand, which three Perſons are mentioned in the Tryal of Sir Fohx 
Friend, folio 1y. aad therein declared to be in the Aſſaſſinating Plot and ſworn to 
be then at Dealc, who were there ſome time under colour of this Patent, but on 
diſcovery of that Plot ( Search being made for them ) theſe Agents fled; Cule alias Hall, 
into France, 2nd the others not heard of ſince at Deale. | 

Ant this Parcat hath not been made uſe of, neither before gor ſiace that Plot, but 
only at thar Juacture of 1ime, about which time Rider the other Pateatee alſo was com- 
mitted to the Feer-Prizun, as diſaffected to the Government. i 

And whereas the ſaid &:4e iq his Caſe ſers forth, that the 2500 /. was not o—_ 
towards the Warer-work:, by reaſon of the diſagreement of the Parties concern'd. Now 
conſidering, ro and for wiom the Patent vras rome, who the Agents were ( that 
took the Subſcriptioas Jand the conveniency of Deale for Correſpondeacy with France - 
Whether it may not be neceſſary to eanuire who thoſe Parties are that diſagreed, and 
to what uſe thi; 2520 /. was applicd ? is Humbly ſubmicted to the Conlideration of the 
Honourable Houſe of Cummoens. | | 

And the ſaid Warr; having at the Requeſt of theTown of Deale, by the Leave and En- 
couragement of the Lordof the Royalty, hank contratted for and expended about 1 300 /. 
on the aforeſaid UaJzrtaking, and having alſo covenanted to pay conliderable Yearly 
Rents for 99 Years for Grounds convenient, upon which he hath erctted Buildings for 
the Purpoſes aforeſtid. And having no way left to make himſelf Reparation for the 
ſeyeral Summs of Money he hath Expended, and Contrafted for about the Premiſes 
aforcſ1id ; Humbly hopos that the Gononable Houſe of Commons will not paſs any 
Bill ro coafrm the Lud Pateat, to the Prejudice of the ſaid Warner's Right, 


the Royalty belonged ro his Grace the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, woul q' 
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The CASE of Wiliam Warner, Gent. 


againſt Rrder, ſhew- 
ing the Danger to 
the Government,b 


paſling Rrder's Bi 
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York - Buildings COMPANY. 


]HE Governor and Company of Undertakers for raiſing the 
| Thames Water in York-Buildings, were incorpotated by a private 
al Act of Parliament, paſſed in the ſecond Year of King William 
ts EX and Queen Mary, whereby the Management of the Company's 
[ly EA Afﬀairs was lodged in a Governor and Six Aſſiſtants, choſen an- 
wE nually by a General Court of the Proprietors. 

THE Company's Nominal Capital 1s 1,259,575 /. on which the Proprietors 
have paid in more than 25 per Cent, after a DeduQion of what they have rc- 
ceived back in Dividends. 

THE Company in the Year 1719, (at a Time when few Perſons would 
venture to purchaſe Forfeited Eſtates) purchaſed of the Publick, Forfeited 
Eſtates in England and Scotland, to the Amount of 264,191. 145. 14. and 
there is claimed to be due to the Publick, on Account of the Purchaſe-Money, 

S :& & 
Far the Widdrington Eſtate, for Principal, 6362 7 10% 
for knw. 6439 6 1 &i 
- 12851 13 11+ 
For the Scotch Eſtates, about 8000 


Mid 


2C851 13 IIE 
THE great Diſorder of their Affairs rendering them unable to pay the Pur- 
chaſe-Money, but by Inſtallments, the Intereſt they have already paid, for the 
Scotch Eſtates only, exceeds 60,0001. 
THESE Eſtates are charged with Annuities for 9692. per An. on one, 
two, or three Lives, and the annual Rent is only 12,5col. per Ann. 
THE great Irregularity of their Books, which have been kept 1in the 
utmoſt Confuſion, render 1t 1mpoſlible to know the exa& State of their 


Accounts, 


C'S 


Accounits, there being 10 general Leidger of their Affairs, wich makes it impraQi- 
cable to ſtate any certain Account of what they owe, and deprives them of 
knowing and-recovering what is due to them ; but on the neareſt Computation, 
their Debts and Bonds outſtanding amount to 250,000 /. 132060 /. part of theſe 
Bonds, have been iſſued on pretended Loans, by giving Bonds for double or treble 
the Sum really lent, and ſome of them have been wſued without any Conſide- 
ration, and yet the whole Money the Bonds amount to, many of them being 
now in other Hands, 1s become demandable of the Company. 

THE Company have no other Fund to pay this heavy Debt, but their Eſtate 
of Widarington, and the Reverſions of their other Forfeited Eſtates, which, if 
ſold, in the Company's preſent Circumſtances, will be equally prejudicial to the 
Company and their Creditors. 

THE Company having no Money in Caſh, or any EffeAs which they can 
turn into Money, are utterly unable to bear the Expence of an infinite Number 
of Law-Suits, hich the ſettling their Accounts with their Creditors in the 
Common Method will neceſſarily occafion ; the frequent Abatements and Delays 
that inevitably muſt attend ſuch Suits, by Reaſon of the great Number of Per- 
ſons neceſſary to be made Parties to them, are ſuch, that if their Accounts and 
Demands be not ſtated in a Summary Way, it will prove the utter Ruin of a Cor- 

ration, from whom the Publick received conſiderable Sums of Money, at a 
ime when few Perſons would venture to purchaſe Forfeited Eſtates. 

SINCE the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, the Company have made ſeveral 
Propoſals to their Creditors but inſtead of accepting their Offers, ſeveral 
of them are ſuing the Company in Scotland ;, the Conſequence of which Suits, 
by Accumulations of Inter amages, &*c, will be ſo burthenſome, that the 
whole remaining Property of the Company will be thereby exhauſted, and 
the Company inevitably broke to Pieces and deſtroyed, unleſs the Wiſdom 
and Compaſlion of Parliament ſhall, this preſent Seſſion, vouchſafe ſome Relief 
to the * Proprietors, moſt of whom purchaſed their Stock at very 
high Prices, and many of them have no other Dependence for the Support of 
themſelves and their Famulies. ; 

THAT without the Aid and Aſſiſtance of Parliament, the Company cannot 
make any Agreement with their Creditors, who are very numerous, unleſs all of 
them agree to it, and which, though they were all of one Mind, would be im- 

cable to execute, as to ſuch who are Executors or Truſtees for Infants, with- 
out a Law for their Direfion and Indempnity. 
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A BILL for Incorporating ſeveral 


Undertakers, for the better Accommodating the 
Tuhabitants in and about the Cities of London 


and Weltminſter, and the Parts adjacent, with 
W ater. 


Hereas the Cities of London and Weſtminſter havin 
of late Years greatly increaſed both in Buildings an 
Inhabitants, Nothing is more neceſſary and conve- 
nient than a plentitul Supply of good and wholſome 
Water. 

And whercas Thomas Acherley, Gent. The Ho- 

E nourable IVilliam Stuart, Eſq; Sir Francis Daſhwood, 

and other Adventurers, have undertaken, at their 

$ own Charges, to put in Practice, Carry on, and Ef- 

g tet; certain realnable Methods and Means, found 


| out and diſcovered by the ſaid Thomas Acherley, 
whereby the Inhabitants of London, Weſtminſter, and the Parts adjacent, may 
be better, more commodiouſly, and at moderate Rates ſupply'd with Water, 
if neceſſary Powers and Authorities were granted to the faid Undertakers , 
who, as a Foundation for the faid Work, have Subſcribed a Joint-Stock for 
the Ends and Purpoſes aforeſaid. 

F02 the Encouragement therefore of ſo good and uſeful an Undertaking, 
at the Charges and Expences of ſuch Perſons as are and ſhall be Adventurers 
therein, and for Advancing (as far as may be) the Convemiencies and Accom- 
modations of the ſaid Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and of the Parts lying 
about or near to thoſe Places, and at the Petition of the ſaid Adventurers 


May it Pleaſe Your MAFESTY, 
That it mav he Enacted; And be ff Enacted, by. the KIN G's Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, and Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, and 
by the Authority of the ſame, That the ſaid Undertakers and Proprietors of 
and in the faid Joint-Stock, for the Time being, be, and at all Times from 
from henceforth for ever hereafter, ſhall be, and continue One Body Corporate 
and Politick, in Deed and in Name, by the Name of The Governor and Company 
of St. Albon's Waters; and by that Name ſhall have perpetual Succeſſion : And 
that the faid Governor and Company, and their Succeſlors, ſhall, from Time to 
Time, have and cnyoy, for ever, the Powers, Liberties and Privileges to begin, 
make and continue the Water-works and Water-courſes, and do the Things 
hcrein-atter mentioned ; ( that is to ſay) To take and convey ſo much, and ſuch 
Parts of the Waters, of, or ariſing near the Rivers or Brooks, commonly called 
the Colne, Gale, Bulborne, Cheſham Water, and the Lea, or the Sources or Sides 
thereo!, in the ſeveral Counties of Hertford, Bedford and Bucks, to ſuch One or 
inore Place or Places near to London or Weſtminſter, or any of the Villages or 


Parts lying about or near to the fame, or to the New Water-courſes herein-after 
A 


mentione?; 


——— en. 
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mentioned, for the Benefit and Accommodation of thoſe Places as hall in that 
Behalt be convenient an4 uleful; .and to diſperſe ſuch Waters, and other Wa- 
ters herein-atter mentioned, by Pipes and other Devices, unto and amongſt the 
Houſes and other Places there, atter the like Manner as is uſed and done by 
other Water-works, or otherwiſe: And, for thoſe Ends, to dig, cut, make 
erect, raiſe, an for ever to repair, preſerve and maintain, alter, ſcour and 
cl-anſe, all ſuch Sewers, Trenches, Water-courſes, Canals, Water-works. Pits 
Dams, Banks, Walls, Arches, Sluices, Flood-gates, Engines, Pipes, Ciſterns, 
Ponds, and other Works, Devices and Buildings, to be made of any ſort of 
Materials, as ſhal} it that Behaſt be convenient br neceſſary, to conduR, draw, 
and convey to the Places atoreſaid; and to uſe there all ſuch Waters, for the 
Ends atoreſaid, in, through, under or over any Grounds or Places whatſoever, 
of or bclonging to the KING's Majeſty, His Heirs or Succeſſors, or to any Per- 
fon or Perſons Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, Bodies Politick, Corporate or Colle- 
giate, whatſoever ; or to diſcharge or iſſue thereout ſuch Waters; and to enlarge, 
clear and cleanſe, from all or any Impediments, ſuch Springs of Water as are 
now open; and to deepen and enlarge, alter, ſcour, cleanſe and preſerve the 
Gutters and Courſes thereot z And alſo to ſearch for, and find, and to open and 
preſerve [uch other Springs of Water, in any Place whatſoever, without Conſent 
(and with the Conſent) of the Owners, in any Gardens, Orchards or Parks, from 
which the Waters thereof can or may be conveyed into the Rivers or Brooks 
before-mentioned, or into the ſaid New Water-courſes, as can or may be found ; 
And to conduc, draw and convey the Waters of all and every, or any of the 
ſaid Springs now open, and to be opened, by Gutters, Trenches, Water-courſes, 
Water-works, Arches, Sewers, Pipes, or otherwiſe, in, through, under or over 
any Grounds or Places, as aforeſaid, into the ſaid Rivers, Brooks or Streams, 
towards the making good or re-ſupplying therein ſuch Waters as ſhall be fo 
drawn or conveyed therefrom, or to increafe and bring more Water into the 
ſame Rivers or Streams, or into fuch New Water-courſes, Trenches, or Cuts, 
as ſhall be made by the Authority of this AZ; and, moreover, to make, have, 
and enjoy new Ponds, or other Receptacles for Water (it Occaſion ſhall require) in 
convenient Places in or near to the ſaid old Rivers, Streams or Brooks, or New 
Water-courſes, for keeping or ſtoring therein, Waters for any Uſes convenient 
to the faid Undertaking; And for ever to have and enjoy the whole Uſe, Ma- 
nagement, Benefit and Profits of all ſuch Waters, Water-courſes and Water- 
works, and of all the Improvements thereof, that can by any Ways or Meang 
be made or found out; and to do, and make uſe of all ſuch Methods, 

eans, Devices and Things, as ſhall be convenient or neceſſary for the Ends 
aforeſaid, or without which the faid Undertaking cannot be eff. &ed or im- 


proved. ' X 
120vided always, and it is "nay Directed, That ſufficient Waters of 
ſuch Springs as are now open, ſhall be left for the Uſe of ſuch Perſons and Fa- 
milies as now make vſe thereof, and all others Claiming under them. 

P2ovided alſo, That all Lords of Manors, and other Perſons, having any 
Rights or Royalties of Fiſhing or Fowling, ſhall have the ſame or the like 
Rights and Royalties of Fiſhing and Fowling, in or upon ſuch New Water- 
courſes or Canals, within their reſpe&ive Boundaries, as they had in the Rivers 
or Brooks from which ſuch Waters ſhall be ſo, drawn or conveyed away. 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Governor 
and Company, and their Succeſſors, ſhall, for ever, be obliged to make, repair, 
and maintain, at their own Charges, from Time to Time, convenient and ſub- 
ſtantial Bridges and Ways for the Paſſage of all Perſons, and their Cattle and 
Carriages, over the ſaid New Water-courſes, in all Places where the ſame ſhall 
be neceſſary and convenient. | | 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Governor 
and Company ſhall, at all Times, for ever, have and enjoy free Liberty of 
Way and Paſſage, not only to do and perform all the Matters and Things 
aforeſaid ; but alſo to make the moſt Advantage of the ſaid Water-courſes, as 
they may or can, with Men, Horſes and Carts, and with all other Things 1n 
that Behalf uſeful and convenient. FE 
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And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon or Perſons 
ſhall, at any Time or Times, caſt or put into ſuch New Water-courſes, any 
Dirt, Rubbiſh, Soil, Gravel, Stones, Dogs, Cats, Dead Carcafſes, or Carrion, 
or any unwholſom Thing; nor ſhall waſh or cleanſe therein any Cloaths, Wooll, 
Hemp, Flax, or other noifom Thing ; nor ſhall make or convey any Sink, 
Sewer, Ditch, Tan-houſe, Dying-houſe, or Seige, into the ſaid New Water- 
courſes, or to have any Fall into the ſame ; nor ſhall do any other Annoyance 
thereto, whereby the Waters thereof ſhall or ny be annoyed or damnified. 

Provided and be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
Governor and Company, before they meddle with, or dig, or alter the Lands. In- 
heritance, or Poſlethon, of any Perſon or Perſons, ſhall firſt Agree with the Own- 
ers, Proprietors, and Tenants thereof, for all ſuch Grounds, Liberties, and other 
Things, as they ſhall deſire to have, and intend to make Uſe of, for the Pur- 
poſes aforeſaid; and for the Damage, Loſs, and Prejudice, which ſuch Parties 
Intereſted ſhall or may ſuſtain or receive in their Grounds, Mills, or other 
Rights or Intereſts, by reaſon of making and continuing ſuch Water-courſes, 
Water-works, and other the Matters aforeſaid ; and ſhall make and give them a 
reaſonable Satisfaction and Recompence for the ſame. 

4nd, for the better EffeQting of the Premiſles, and putting in Execution the 
Powers hereby Granted; Be 1t Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


ſhall be, and are hereby conſtituted and made Commiſſioners, for the Settling and 
finally Determining, in Mannet herein-after mentioned, all Matters about which 
any Difference ſhall ariſe; betweeri the ſaid Governor and Company, and the 
Perſons Intereſted, or in any ſort Concern'd, in ſuch Grounds, Waters, and other 
Things, as the ſaid Governor and Company ſhall deſire tohave and make Uſe of, 
for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and who ſhall and may receive or ſuſtain any Loſs or 
Damage by reaſon thereof; and that they the ſaid Commiſſioners, at their 
Meetings, or any or more (being the Majority) of them, are hereby 
Impowered and Authorized, and they ſhall have tull Power and Authority, to 
Mediate between the ſaid Governor and Company, and the Perſons fo Intereſted, 
or in any ſort Concerned, as aforeſaid; and for that End, to Summon together the 
Parties fo Concern'd, and to Settle and Proportion what Satisfation and Recom- 
pence every ſuch Perſon and Perſons, Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, Bodies Politick 
and Corporate, ſhall have, for and 1n reſpect of the Premiſſ es. 

And if there ſhall be any Perſon or Perſons, Eccleſiaſtical or 'Temporal, Bodies 
Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, that upon convenient Notice to them given, 
or left in Writing at the Dwelling-houſe or Place of Abode of ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons, or of the Head Officer or Officers of ſuch Bodies Politick, Corporate or 
Collegiate, or at the Houſe of the Tenant in Poſſeſſion, of the Grounds, Waters, 
Mills, or other Things, fo deſired and intended to be had or made Uſe of, for the 
Purpoſes aforeſaid, ſhall, by the Space of Days next after ſuch Notice 
given, or left as aforeſaid, decline ſuch Mediation; or ſhall negle& or refuſe to 
Treat; or having begun to Treat, ſhall not Agree with the ſaid Governor and 
Company ; or by reaſon of any Diſability, by Nonage, Coverture, Special Tail, 
Reſtraint, or any other Impediment or Contingency, cannot Treat for them- 
ſeivesz or, by reaſon of Abſence, re prevented from Treating, or cannot 
make ſuch Agreement in the Premiſſes as will be effeAual and binding, That 
ther, and in every ſuch C:ſe, the ſaid Commiſſioners, or ſuch or 
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mentioned, for the Benefit and Accommodation of thoſe Places as ſhall in that 
Behalt be convenient an4 uleful; .and to diſperſe ſuch Waters, and other Wa- 
ters herein-atter mentioned, by Pipes and other Devices, unto and amongſt the 
Houſes and other Places there, atter the like Manner as is uſed and done by 
other Water-works, or otherwiſe : And, for thoſe Ends, to dig, cut, make, 
erect, raiſe, and for ever to repair, preſerve and maintain, alter, ſcour and 
cl-anſe, all ſuch Sewers, Trenches, Water-courſes, Canals, Water-works, Pits 
Dams, Banks, Walls, Arches, Sluices, Flood-gates, Engines, Pipes, Ciſterns, 
Ponds, and other Works, Devices and Buildings, to be made of any ſort of 
Materials, as ſhal) ini that Behaſt be convenient br neceſſary, to conduR, draw, 
and convey to the Places aforeſaid; and to uſe there all ſuch Waters, for the 
Ends atoreſaid, in, throngh, under or over any Grounds or Places whatſoever, 
of or bclonging to the KING's Majeſty, His Heirs or Succeſſors, or to any Per- 
fon or Perſons Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, Bodies Politick, Corporate or Colle- 
giate, whatſoever , or to diſcharge or iſſue thereout ſach Waters; and to enlarge, 
clear and cleanſe, from all or any Impediments, ſuch Springs of Water as are 
now open ; and to deepen and enlarge, alter, ſcour, cleanſe and preſerve the 
Gutters and Courſes thereof ; And allo to ſearch for, and find, and to open and 
preſerve ſuch other Springs of Water, in any Place whatſoever, without Conſent 
(and with the Conſent) of the Owners, in any Gardens, Orchards or Parks, from 
which the Waters thereof can or may be conveyed into the Rivers or Brooks 
before-mentioned, or into the ſaid New Water-courſes, as can or may be found ; 
And to condu&, draw and convey the Waters of all and every, or any of the 
ſaid Springs now open, and to be opened, by Gutters, Trenches, Water-courſes, 
Water-works, Arches, Sewers, Pipes, or otherwiſe, in, through, under or over 
any Grounds ' or Places, as aforeſaid, into the ſaid Rivers, Brooks or Streams, 
towards the making good or re-ſupplying therein ſuch Waters as ſhall be fo 
drawn or conveyed therefrom, or to increaſe and bring more Water into the 
ſame Rivers or Streams, or into fuch New Water-courſes, Trenches, or Cuts, 
as ſhall be made by the Authority of this AZ; and, moreover, to make, have, 
and enjoy new Ponds, or other Receptacles for Water (it Occaſion ſhall require) in 
convenient Places in or near to the ſaid old Rivers, Streams or Brooks, or New 
Water-courſes, for keeping or ſtoring therein, Waters for any Uſes convenient 
to the faid Undertaking; And for ever to have and enjoy the whole Uſe, Ma- 
nagement, Benefit and Profits of all ſuch Waters, Water-courſes and Water- 
works, and of all the Improvements thereof, that can by any Ways or Means 
be made or found out; and to do, and make uſe of all ſuch Methods, 
Means, Devices and Things, as ſhall be convenient or neceſſary for the Ends 
aforeſaid, or without which the faid Undertaking cannot be eff. ed or im- 
proved. 

P20vided always, and it is yrow Directed, That ſufficient Waters of 
ſuch Springs as are now open, ſhall be lett for the Uſe of ſuch Perſons and Fa- 
milies as now make vſe thereof, and all others Claiming under them. 

P1ovided alſo, That all Lords of Manors, and other Perſons, having any 
Rights or Royalties of Fiſhing or Fowling, ſhall have the ſame or the like 
Rights and Royalties of Fiſhing and Fowling, in or upon ſuch New Water- 
courſes or Canals, within their reſpe&ive Boundaries, as they had in the Rivers 
or Brooks from which ſuch Waters ſhall be fo, drawn or conveyed away. 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Governor 
and Company, and their Succeſſors, ſhall, for ever, be obliged to make, repair, 
and maintain, at their own Charges, from Time to Time, convenient and ſub- 
ſtantial Bridges and Ways for the Paſſage of all Perſons, and their Cattle and 
Carriages, over the ſaid New Water-courſes, in all Places where the ſame ſhall 
be neceſſary and convenient. : 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the faid Governor 
and Company ſhall, at all Times, for ever, have, and enjoy free Liberty of 
Way and Paſſage, not only to do and perform all the Matters and Things 
aforeſaid ; but alſo to make the moſt Advantage of the ſaid Water-courſes, as 
they may or can, with Men, Horſes and Carts, and with all other Things 1n 
that Behalf uſeful and convenient, __ 
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And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon or Perſons 
ſhall, at any Time or Times, caſt or put into ſuch New Water-courſes, any 
Dirt, Rubbiſh, Soil, Gravel, Stones, Dogs, Cats, Dead Carcaſſes, or Carrion, 
or any unwholſom Thing; nor ſhall waſh or cleanſe therein any Cloaths, Wooll, 
Hemp, Flax, or other noifom Thing ; nor ſhall make or convey any Sink, 
Sewer, Ditch, Tan-houſe, Dying-houſe, or Seige, into the ſaid New Water- 
courſes, or to have any Fall into the ſame ; nor ſhall do any other Annoyance 
thereto, whereby the Waters thereof ſhall or may be annoyed or damnified. 

Provided and be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
Governor and Company, before they meddle with, or dig, or alter the Lands, In- 
heritance, or Poſlethon, of any Perſon or Perſons, ſhall firſt Agree with the Own- 
ers, Proprietors, and Tenants thereof, for all ſuch Grounds, Liberties, and other 
Things, as they ſhall deſire to have, and intend to make Uſe of, for the Pur- 
poſes aforeſaid; and for the Damage, Loſs, and Prejudice, which ſuch Parties 
Intereſted ſhall or may ſuſtain or receive in their Grounds, Mills, or other 
Rights or Intereſts, by reaſon of making and continuing ſuch Water-courſes, 
Water-works, and other the Matters aforeſaid; and ſhall make and give them a 
reaſonable Satisfaction and Recompence for the ſame. 

And, for the better EffeQting of the Premiſſes, and putting in Execution the 
Powers hereby Granted; Be 1t Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


ſhall be, and are hereby conſtituted and made Commiſhoners, for the Settling and 
finally Determining, in Manner herein-after mentioned, all Matters about which 
any Difference ſhall ariſe; between! the ſaid Governor and Company, and the 
Perſons Intereſted, or in any ſort Concern'd, in ſuch Grounds, Waters, and other 
Things, as the ſaid Governor and Company ſhall deſire tohave and make Uſe of, 
for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and who ſhall and may receive or ſuſtain any Loſs or 
Damage by reaſon thereof; and that they the ſaid Commiſſioners, at their 
Meetings, or any or more (bnng the Majority) of them, are hereby 
Impowered and Authorized, and they ſhall have tull Power and Authority, to 
Mediate between the ſaid Governor and Company, and the Perſons ſo Intereſted, 
or in any ſort Concerned, as aforeſaid; and for that End, to Summon together the 
Parties fo Concern'd, and to Settle and Proportion what Satisfation and Recom- 
pence every ſuch Perſon and Perſons, Eccleſiaſtical _ P_ Bodies Politick 
and Corporate, ſhall have, for and 1n reſpect of the Premilles. 

And if there ſhall be any Perſon or Perſons, Eccleſiaſtical or 'Temporal, Bodies 
Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, that upon convenient Notice to them given, 
or left in Writing at the Dwelling-houſe or Place of Abode of ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons, or of the Head Officer or Officers of ſuch Bodies Politick, Corporate or 
Collegiate, or at the Houſe of the Tenant in Poſſeſſion, of the Grounds, Waters, 
Mills, or other Things, fo deſired and intended to be had or made Uſe of, for the 
Purpoſes aforeſaid, ſhall, by the Space of Days next after ſuch Notice 
given, or left as aforeſaid, decline ſuch Mediation, or ſhall negle& or refuſe to 
Treat; or having begun to Treat, ſhall not Agree with the ſaid Governor and 
Company ; or by reaſon of any Diſability, by Nonage, Coverture, Special Tail, 
Reſtraint, or any other Impediment or Contingency, cannot Treat for them- 
ſerves; or, by reaſon of Abſence, re prevented from Treating, or cannot 
make ſach Agreement in the Premiſſes as will be effeual and binding, That 
ther,, and in every ſuch C:ſe, the ſaid Commiſſioners, or ſuch or 
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more of them, ſhall be: and are hereby Authorized and Impowered, to Iſne 
out their Warrants to the Sheriff of ſuch County where the Grounds, Mills, 
Waters, or other Matters or Things to be enquired of, or compounded for, and 
deſired and intended to be had and made Uſe of, for effecting or improving 
of the ſaid Water-works, lyez thereby requiring him, to Impannel, Summon 
and Return, a Jnry of Men, Qualified according to the Laws and 
Statutes of Eng/and, to be returned tor Tryals of Iſſues, joyned in any of His 
Majeſty's Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, to appear before the ſaid CommiC- 
ſioners, or any or more of them, at ſuch Time and Place, as by 
ſuch Warrant or Warrants ſhall be appointed ; of whom the firſt Twelve ap- 
pearing thereupon ſhall be Sworn in the uſual Manner, unleſs the Com- 
mitlioners ſhall ſee Cauſe to ſet any of them aſide: And in Default of 2 
ſufficient Number of Jury-men appearing, who ſhall be Sworn, to make up 
the Number of Twelve, ſuch Sherift, or his Deputy, ſhall return other honeſt 
aud indifferent Men of the Standers by, or that can be ſpeedily procured, 
to attend that Service, to make up the ſaid Jnry Twelve; according to 
the common Courſe of Law ; and all Parties Intereſted or Concerned, thall 
and may have their Lawful Challenges againſt any of the ſaid Jury-men, 
when they come to: be Sworn. | 
And the ſaid Commitſhoners, or ſuch or more of them, ſhall 
be, and are hereby Impowered to Order and Authorize (as they thall ſee 
Cauſe) the ſaid Jury, to View the Places in Queſtion, and to Adminiſter 
an Oath to the ſaid Jury, and alſo to Adminiſter an Oath, ard upon ſach 
Oath, to Examine all tuch Witneſles as ſhall be produced before them, to give 
Evidence z and where they ſhall ſee Cauſe, to Authorize ſuch Jury, or a competent 
Number of them, to View the Places in Queſtion, and to uſe all other Law- 
tul Ways and Means, for ſuch Juries better Information; and for that Purpoſe, 
to Summon any Perſon or Pcrſons before them, as well thoſe Intereſted as others, 
and to examine them, and to Adminiſter an Oath, for the better Diſcovery of 
the Truth therein; which Jury of Twelve ſuch Men, ſhall, upon their Oaths, 
Enquire of and Aſſeſs ſuch Damages and Recompence as they ſhall think Juſt 
and Reaſonable, to be awarded and paid to ſuch Perſon and Perſons ſo Concerned 
and Intereſted, as aforeſaid, for ſuch Grounds, Waters, Libertics, Matters or' 
Things, as ſhall be ſo defired- and intended to be had and made Ule of, for 
the Pu ſes aforefaid; or for their reſpective Eſtates and Intereſts therein, or 
ſuch Loſs: and Damage as they may thereby ſuſtain z and ſhall divide and pro- 
portion the ſame between Landlords and Tenants, and others, having any par- 
ticular Eſtates or Intereſts therein; in all which Aſſeſſments and Valuations, 
the Improvement by. ſuch Water-courſes through Lands where Waters are wanted 
ſhall be conſidered ; and the ſaid Commiſhoners, or ſuch or more of 
them, ſhall give Judgment for ſuch Sums of Money as ſhall be fo aflz{ſed, divided 
and proportioned, by ſuch Juries. | 
gan the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall, upon Oath, as aforeſaid, and by all other 
lawful Ways and Means, Examine, Hear, and finally Order, Decree, and De- 
termine, in a ſummary Way, all Manner of other Diſputes, Controverſies, 
Doubts, and Queſtions, which ſhall at any Time or Times happen or ariſe, be- 
tween the ſaid Governor and Company, and any Perſon or Perſons what ſoever, 
touching or concerning auy Matter or Thing relating to the aforeſaid Premilles, 
or any Part thereof, or to any Nuſance, Injuries, or Damages, done to ſuch Water 
or. New Water-courſes, or Water-works, or Pipes, or any other the Premiſſes, 
and to relieve therein the Patty grieved ; Which ſaid Verdi&s, Judgments, and 
other Decrees, Orders, and Determinations, and the Satisfaction, Value, and 
Recompence, ſo to be Agreed and Aſſeſſed, or Decreed, ſhall be concluſive and 
binding, to all Intents and Purpoſes, againſt all Perſons and Parties whatſoever, 
claiming or to claim any Title or Intereſt in ſuch Grounds, Waters, or other the 
Premiſſes, or any Thing therennto belonging or appertaining, in Pollethon, Re- 
verſion, or Remainder, Expectancy, or otherwiſe, as well the KIN G's Majeſty, 
His Heirs and Succeſlors, as other Perſons abſent or - preſent, or contingent, 
Infants, Femes Covert, Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, Commoners, Bodies Pol:itick, Cor- 
porate and Callegiate, and Perſons under any other Diſabilities whatſocver, my 
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all other Perſons whatſoever, and their Heirs, Succeſſors, Executors and Ad- 
miniſtrators. : 

And it ts hereby Directed, That the ſaid Orders, Judgments, Verdidts, 
and Decrees, ſo made, ſhall be ſet down in Writing, in Parchment, under the 
Hands and Seals of the Commitilioners that ſhall make the ſame, or an 
or inore of them, at the leaſt, and ſhall be firſt Tranſcribed and Regiftred, in a 
Book to be for that purpoſe kept, by the ſaid Governor and Company, and 
afterwards ſhall be filed and kept with the Regiſter or Regiſters, Maſter or 
Maſters, of the Office for +> ag Memorials of Deeds, and Conveyances of 
Lands, in the County of Middleſex; and that for filing and ſearching for, and 
making Copies thereof, the like Fees ſhall be paid, as are appointed to be paid 
by the AZ of Parliament in that behalf made. __ 

An: be it further Enacted, That the ſaid Orders, Judgmcnts, and Decrees, 
or true Copies thereof, ſhall be taken and deemed ſufficient Evidence and Proof 
in any Court of Law or Equity whatſoever. 

and it is hereby Declared, That upon Payment of ſuch Sum or Sums 
of Money, ſo Agreed on, or Aſleſſed, (to wit) ſuch Sums as ſhall belong to His 
Majeſty, His Heirs or Succeſſors, in the Receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer at 
Weſtminſter, commonly called The Tellers Office, and of ſuch Sums as ſhall 
belong to others, to the Parties concerned ; or 1n Caſe Tender thereof be made, at 
his or her or their Dwelling-houſe, or if they have no Dwelling-houſe, then at the 
Houſe of the Tenant vr Occupier of the Grounds or Hereditaments in Queſtion, and 
if upon ſuch Tender, as aforeſaid, they refuſe or ſhall not be willing to receive ſuch 
Monies ; or if they ſhall abſent themſelves, or cannot be found, then, upon 
Payment of ſuch Monies into the Hands of ſuch Perſon or Perſons as the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, or ſuch or more of them, ſhall appoint, for the Uſe of 
the Parties for whoſe Benefit the ſame were fo aſſeſſed and appointed, it ſhall 
then, and not before, be Lawful to and for the ſaid Governor and Company, thei 
Workmen and Servants, to enter and do all and every the AQts, Matters, and 
Things, in order to the effecting and improving, and continuing of the ſaid 
Water-works, and Deſigns, aforeſaid, according to, and in Purſuance of ſuch 
Apts or final Orders, aforeſaid, as the ſaid Governor and Company ſhall 
think fit. | 

Þ12ovived always, and it is peredp Directed, That the ſaid Commiſſion- 
ers, Or an or more of them, ſhall and may appoint any convenient 
Times Lon Places, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, for their Meeting ; of which Meetings 

Days Notice, or more, ſhall be given to all Perſons Intereſted or Con- 
cerned, by Warrant from them the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any of them, 
to be left at the Dwelling-houſe, or other uſual Place of Abode, of the Parties ſo ' 
concerned ; or if ſuch Party cannot be found, to be ſerved with ſuch Notice ; 
or if the KIN G's Majeſty is the Owner of ſuch Grounds or Hereditaments 
in Queſtion, then to be left with the Tenant or Occupier of ſuch Grounds or 
Matters in Queſtion; or elſe other ſufficient Notice thereof ſhall be given to the 
Parties concerned: And in Caſe ſuch Parties ſo Intereſted or Concerned, as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall not appear; or, after Appearance, ſhall withdraw themſelves, then 
ſuch Commiſſioners and Jury ſhall and may, reſpeQtively, in the Preſence or 
Abſence of, and without the Appearance .of the faid Parties, proceed to aſcer- 
tain, aſſeſs, order and decree, and determine, ſuch Damages 'and Recompence 
as aforeſaid ; which Determination and Orders ſhall be Final, Valid and Efe- 
Etual, notwithſtznlivg ſuch their Abſence, or not being Heard : And this A# 
ſhall be ſufficient to Indempnity as well the ſaid Commuſhoners, as the ſaid Go- 
vernor and Company ; and all Perſons Employed and Authorized by them, or 
any of them, againſt the ſaid Owners and Occupiers, and Parties Intereſted or 
Concerned, their Heirs, Succeſſors, Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, to 
all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever. 

And the ſaid Commiſſioners, or ſuch or more of them, ſhall have Power 
to impoſe reaſonable Fines, not exceeding on ſuch Sheriffs, or 
their Deputies or Agents, as ſhall make Default in the Premiſſes; or on any of 
the Perſons that ſhall be Summoned and Returned in ſuch Juries making De- 
tault of Appearance; or appearing, ane reſeſing to be Sworn on the Jury; or 


being 
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being Sworn, and refuſing to give a Verdi, or committing any other wilful 
Miſdemeanor ; which Fines ſhall be levyed upon the Offender's Goods and Chart- 
tels; And in Default thereot, then the Offender's Perſon ſhall and may be Arreſt- 
ed and Impriſoned, until he ſhall Pay the ſame, and the Charges of Levying 
thereof, by Virtne of their Warrants directed to the Conſtable, or other like 
Officer, who is hereby required to Execute the ſame, and to Pay ſuch Fines, 
when Levied, to the faid Governor and Company, towards their Carrying 
on of the ſaid Undertaking: . | 

P20vire? alſo, That it ſach Juries ſhall Aﬀeſs ſuch Sum or Sums of Money 
to be Paid for ſuch Satisfat'ou or Recompence, as ſhall be apparently exceſlive, 
or too 1'ttle, then the ſaid Commitlioners, or fuch or more of them, ſhall 
hive Power, at the Inſtance of the Party grieved, to ſet aſide ſuch Aſſeſſment, 
and to award and order a new Inquiry to be made by another Jury ; which 
new Inquiry, and the Verdict and Judgment, or Decree, to be made thereupon, 
ſhall be Final and Concluſive to all Parties, without any Appeal there-from. 

And be it further Enacte , by the Authority aforeſaid, That it any. Mills 
or Lands which may be damnified or purchaſed, as aforeſaid, or any Intereft 
therein, ſhall belong to any Corporation, or Body Pol:tick, Eccleſiaſtical or Ci- 
vil, or to any other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, who, by reaſon of any Diſ- 
ability, are not able or capable, by, Law, to take and diſpoſe of the ſeveral 
Sums which ſhall be due and pay«ble for and in reſpe& ot their ſ-veral Inte- 
reſts in ſuch Mills or Lands z in every ſuch Caſe, it ſhall and niay be Lawful, 
for the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any or more of them, to Dire&t, Order 
and Decree, into whoſe Hands ſuch Sums of Money ſhall be paid, for the Uſe of 
ſach Corporation, or Bodies Politick, and the reſpe&ive Perſons Intereſted 
therein ; Which feveral Sums of Money ſhal], with all convenient ſpced, be laid 
out, according to ſuch Dire&ions, as the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any or more 
of them, ſhall, from Time to Time, give, for the paving other Lands, Tene- 
ments or Hereditaments, in Places moſt convenient for the Parties Intereſted, 
their Heirs and Succeſſors ; And as ſoon as proper Purchaſes can be found out, 
ſach new-bovght Eftates ſhall be Conveyed and Settled to the ſame Uſes, Intents, 
and Purpoſes, as the former Eſtates were Settled ; And until ſach Settlements 
can be made, it ſhall and may be Lawful, tor the faid Commiſſioners, or any 

or more of them, ta place ſuch Monies out at Intereſt, on Parliamentary 
Funds, or other good Secnrities z which Intereſt ſhall, from Time to Time, as 
the ſame ſhall grow due, be paid to the ſeveral and reſpective Parties Intereſted 
in fuch Principal Sams. ; ; | 

An? be it Enacten, by the Authority aforeſaid, That for the ſupplying 
the Number of the faid Commiſſioners (in Caſe of Death, or of any ot their 
Refuſal to AR) the furviving or other Commiſſioners, or any or more of 
them, ſhall, as often as Occaſion ſhall require, by an Inſtrument in Writing, 
under their reſpe&tive Hands and Seals, Nominate and Appoint ſome other 
Perſon or Perſons, having an Eftate in Lands of fer Annum, at 
the leaſt, in the room and ſtead of him or them ſo Dying, or retuſing to A& 
which ſaid New Commiſſioner, or Commiſſioners, ſo Nominated and Appoint- 
ed, ſhall from thenceforth have the like Power and Authority, in all Things re- 
lating to the ſaid Water-works, an:| Matters aforeſaid, as if he or they had | been 
expreſly named Commiſſioners in this AZ; And every ſuch Inftrument, and No- 
mwation, of New Commithoners, ſhall, trom Time to Time, be Entred in ſuch 
Book, to be kept by the ſaid Governor and Company, and after that ſhall be 
Filed with and kept by the faid Regiſters of Deeds and Writings, in the faid 
County of Middleſex. ; 

 P2ovired always, That in order to Enable the ſaid Commiſſioners and 
Juries to Eſtimate and Aſcertain ſuch SatisfaCtions and Recompences, as afore- 
{aid, it ſhall and may be Lawful, to and for the ſaid Governor and Company, 
their Agents and Servants, ſrom Time to Time, in the firſt Place, to meaſure, 
ſ-t out, and mark, ſuch Grounds, Waters, Places, and Things, which they ſhall 
deſire and intend to have, and make uſe. of, for the Purpoſes aforeſaid ; any 
Thing in this 47 contained to the Contrary thercof notwithſtanding. 
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P;ovived always, That if the ſaid Governor and Company, for their own 
Expedition, ſhall pay and depoſite in the Hands of ſuch Perſon as the ſaid Com- 
mitſioners, or ſuch or more of them, ſhall, in that Behalf, from Time to 
Time, appoint, ſo much Money as ſhall Amount, in the judgment or opinion 
of the ſaid Commiſſioners, or ſuch or more of them, to double the Value of 
what ſuch Satisfaction or Recompence for ſuch Grounds, Liberties, and Things, 
as the ſaid Governor and Company ſhall ſo deſire to have, and make uſe of, for 
the Purpoſes aforeſaid, . will probably, when ſo aſcertained, Amount unto; to 
the Intent, that the Parties Concerned, or Intereſted, may have thereout, and 
be paid and ſatisfied, ſuch their Satisfa&tion and Recompence, when the ſame 
ſhall be aſcertained z together with Intereſt for the ſame, to be computed from 
the Time of making ſuch Depoſit, natil the compleat Aſcertaining thereof; then, 
and in ſuch Caſe, it ſhall and may be Lawful, from Time to Time, to and for 
the ſaid Governor and Company, their Workmen, Agents, and Servants, to 
proceed in their ſaid Undertaking, and enter into ſuch Grounds, and Places, 
and to dig, and cut the ſame, and to do all ſuch Ads and Things, aforeſaid, 
as they ſhall think will be convenient for the Effe&ing or Improving of the 
Water-works, and Purpoſes, aforeſaid, or herein-mentioned ; any Thing in this 
A contained to the Contrary thereof notwithſtanding. 

And, as to ſuch Damages as ſhall be done to or faſtained by Mills ſtanding 
on (ach Rivers, from which any Waters ſhall be drawn or taken, as aforeſaid, 
Be it hereby Enactec, by the Authority aforeſaid, That if the ſaid Gover- 
nor and Company will become Tenants thereof, at and for as much Yearly 
Rent as the ſame now are, or ſhall be reaſonably Worth, to be Lett, ( ſuch Rent 
to be aſcertained after the Manner herein-before direed, for aſcertaining the 
Value of Lands, as aforeſaid) then no ſuch Satisfaftion or Recompence, as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be made or given to the Landlords of ſuch Mills ; but the ſaid 
Commiſhoners, or ſuch or more of them, ſhall Adjuſt, Settle, Arbitrate, 
and Order, reaſonable Articles, Leaſes, and Terms, between ſuch Landlords 
and the ſaid Governor and Company, whereby the Landlords may be ſuffi- 
ciently ſecured their Rents and Repairs of ſuch Mills; and whereby the ſaid 
Governor and Company may have Power and Liberty to alter and diſpoſe, or 
improve and meliorate, ſuch Mills as ſhall be juft and effetual; any Thing in 
this AZ contained to the Contrary thereof notwithſtanding. 

Povited alſo, and be it Enacte?, That in Caſe the Making and Per- 
feting, or Improving of ſuch Water-works, ſhall damnify any Mill or Mills, 
or render any of ſuch Mills uſeleſs ; or, if it ſhall be found neceſſary, to demo- 
liſh, or alter, any of them, by the ſaid Governor and Company, then the 
Value or Recompence of or for ſuch Mill or Mills, ſo damnified, rendred uſeleſs, 
or to be demoliſhed, ſhall be Aſſeſſed, Aſcertained, and Paid, in the Manner 
herein-before directed, for aſcertaining the Value*of Lands, as aforeſaid. 

And, as to ſuch Mills as ſhall be altered by the ſaid Governor and Company, 
if ſuch Alteration ſhall meliorate ſuch Mills, or render them as Good as 
now be, or better, then no ſuch Recompence or Satisfaftion ſhall be given or 
mu for the ſame; but if ſuch Alteration ſhall fail of rendring ſuch Mills to 

as good as they now be, or better, then ſuch Damages to be done to, or ſu- 
ſtained by ſach Mills, or the Proprietors or Tenants thereof, ſhall be Aſſeſſed 
o bs Rem , and Paid or Depoſited, in the like Manner as herein-before is 

irected, | 

An”, for the Enabling of the ſaid Governor and Company, to make ſuch 
Alterations, Fe ft Enacter, by the Authority aforeſaid, That they, and their 
Succeſſors, ſhall have the like Powers, as aforeſaid, to turn, and alter, the 
Streams and Water-conrſes, leading or running to or from ſuch Mills, and to 
make Dams, Walls, and other Things, in ſuch Manner as ſhall in that Behalf 
be convement or neceſſary, to meliorate ſach Mills, by making them Over-ſhot, 
or Breaſt Mills, or otherwiſe ; and that ſuch or the like Recompences or Satiſ- 
factions ſhall be agreed or aſſeſſed, and given, paid, or depoſited ; and all 


other Matters and Things ſhall be done and obſerved, as are 1n the like Caſes 
above-directed, | 
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And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Complaints of 
Patties grieved, by Injuries or Damages done, or occaſioned, for want of Re- 
pairs of the ſaid Water-courſes, or the ſaid Bridges, or Paſſiges over the ſame. 
or otherwiſe; and alſo the faid Governor and Company's Complaints, tor In- 
juries or Namages done, or procured to be done, to fuch their Waters. Water- 
courſes, or Water-works, or otherwiſe, ſhall be Heard, and finally Determined, 
by the ſaid Commiſſioners, in a ſummary Way, as atorecfaid z without any Ap- 
peal there-from. ' ESE 

Ani mo2eover, That the ſaid Governor and Company ſhall have Remedies, 
by Bill in the High Court of Chancery, and by Injunction, to quiet their Poſlef- 
ſions, under the Powers given by this AZ; and to have a Diſcovery, upon Oath, 
whether the Defendants, or who elſe did or procured,. or cauſed to be done, the 
Treſpaſſes, Injuries, and Damages, complained of ; and ſhall have the Space of 
One Year, after ſuch Diſcovery, to have and take their Remedy, to recover 
Satisfaction for the ſame, before the ſaid Commitllioners, as aforeſaid, or by © the 
ordinary Courſe of Law. 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Governor and 
Company, and their Succeſlors, ſhall and may, from Time to Time, have free 
Liberty, Power and Authority, without Moleſtation or Diſturbance, by their 
Servants and Workmen, to lay Pipes from the ſaid Water-works, and Branches, 
from the main Pipes, in or through any uf the Streets, common Paſlages, 
Grounds, or Places, in London or Weſtminſter, and the Parts lying about or near 
thereto, for Conveying of the ſaid Water, to Serve and Supply the 1aid Inhabitants 
therewith ; and for that End, the Pavements and Grounds in all and every ſuch 
Streets or Places, to break up, dig, and ſink, for laying, amending, and repair- 
ing, of ſuch Pipes or Branches; They, ſo- ſoon as may be, filling up again the 
fame Ground, and making good the Pavements. 

Þ2ovirer, And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, that in Caſe 
the Inhabitants of any Buildings, now called, or to be hereafter called, Squares, 
or any other ſuch-like Names, or of any Pariſh into which the ſaid Governor 
and Company ſhall, by Force of this 4A, bring or lay their Pipes, to ſerve 
Houſes there with Water, or the Major Part of ſuch Inhabitants ſhall be minded 
to have Pipes, to ſtand upright, in the likeneſs of Pumps, to be erected and ſer 
up, of any reaſonable Heighth, to be ready, on all Occaſions, to convey Waters 
into Engines, for the Extingaiſhing accidental Fires, and ſhall, by any Writing 
ſignity ſuch their Minds and- Intentions, to the ſaid Governor and Company, in 
Writing ; Then, and in fach Caſe, the ſaid Governor and Company, ſhall be, 
and are hereby obliged, at their own Charges, to ere and ſet up ſuch Pipes, in 
ſuch convenient Places, as ſuch Inhabitants ſhall in that Behalf provide and ap- 
point, ready to fill ſach Engines as ſhall be brought thereto, or otherwiſe to run 
ſo as to furniſh' Waters for the Extinguiſhing ſuch accidental or unfortunate 
Fires; at and upon which Pipes, it ſhall be Lawful for the ſaid Governor and 
Company, to fix and keep Locks, the Keys whereof ſhall be kept by the Church- 
Wardens of ſuch Pariſh, and by ſuch Perſon and Perſons as by the ſaid Inhabi- 
tants ſhall be in that behalf appointed. 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon ſhall be 
ſued at Law, for 0 halt be done in Purſuance of this A#, the Defendants 
may plead the General Iſſue, and give this AF, and the ſpecial Matter in Evi- 
dence; and if the Plantiff ſhall become Nonſuited, or a Verdict pa's againſt him, 
the Defendant ſhall recover Treble Coſts, and have Execution for the ſame, in the 
uſual Courſe, 

And, to prevent all vexatious Proceedings, with the Inhabitants of London or 
Weſtminſter, Southwark, and the Parts lying about or near thereto, Be It Cli- 
acted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Pipes now or hereafter conveying 
Water into the Houſes, Buildings, or other Places, for the Uſe of any ſuch In- 
habitants, ſhall not be cut off, or interrupted, for refuſing to accept Leaſes of 
ſach Water, for any Term or limitted Time above Two Years, from the Time 
of Granting ſuch Leaſes reſpectively ; or tor any other Cauſe, excepting the 
Non-payment of their Rents for the ſame. 
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And be {t Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the aid Governor and 
Company, hereby EreQted and Incorporated, ſhall be able and capable, in Law, 
to have, purchaſe, receive, poſſeſs, and enjoy, and retain Lands, Tenements, 
Hereditaments, Goods and Chattels, neceſſary to and for the effecting, continuing, 
and improving the ſaid Undertaking, to them and their Succeſſors; and alſo to 
give, grant, demiſe, alien, aſſign, and diſpoſe of, ſuch their Lands, Tenements, 
Hereditaments, Goods, or Chattels, and to do and execute all and ſingular 
other Things, that to them ſhall or may appertain to do or to be done 
And that the ſaid Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, by the Name 
aforeſaid, may Plead' and be Impleaded, Anſwer and be Anſwered, Defend and be 
Defended, in whatſoever Courts and Places, and before whatſoever Judges and 
Juſtices, and other Perſons and Officers, in all and ſingular AQtions, Pleas, Sui 
Quarrels, Cauſes, and Demands, whatſoever, as any other of His Majeſty's SubjeQts 
may or can Sue or be Sued, Anſwer or be Anſwered, Defend or be Defended 
And that the ſaid Governor and Company ſhall and may have and uſe a common 
Seal, to ſerve for all their Cauſes and Buſineſſes, and the ſame Seal make, break, 
change, make new, and alter, as often as to them ſhall ſeem expedient ; And ſhall 
have Power to make Orders and By-Laws, for the better ordering and managing of 
their Afairs; and that there ſhall be One of the ſaid Company, who ſhall be called 
Governor ;, and One other who ſhall be called Sub-Governor ; and One other who 
ſhall be called Deputy-Governor, cf the ſaid Company ; and of the ſaid 
Company, who ſhall be called Direttors of the ſaid Company ; to be eleQted and 
appointed in ſuch Manner as hereafter in this A# is expreſſed ; which ſaid 
Governor, Sub-Goyernor, or Deputy-Governor and DireQors, for the Time be- 
ing, or any of them, of whom the Governor, Sub-Governor or Deputy- 
Governor, to be One, ſhall be a Court of Direftors, and be ſo called, and ſhall 
have the DireRion, . Ordering and Management, of the faid Water-courſes and 
Water-works, and of all Buſineſſes, Afﬀairs, and Things belonging to the ſaid 
Company ; except ſuch Buſineſs as ought to be ordered and done, in and by the 
General Courts of the ſaid Company, which ſhall be, from Time to Time, 
called, and ſhall meet for that Purpoſe ; after the ſame, or the like-manner, as is 
appointed by AR of Parliament, Letters Patent, or otherwiſe to be done, in and 
by the Company, commonly called The Eaſft-India Company, in London ;, And that 
the ſaid Undertakers and Subſcribers, ſhall and may, at ſome Time, withia the 
Space of Days after this A ſhall paſs the Royal Aſſent, Aſſemble them- 
ſelves together, in ſome convenient Place in or near London or Weſtminſter, of 
which reaſonable Notice ſhall be given in the London Gazette ; and being ſo met, 
ſhall and may then and there, by a Majority of Votes, accordipg to the Directions 
herein-after contained, of thoſe that ſhall ſo meet, cle& and chuſe One of them- 
felves to be their firſt Governor, and one other of them to be their firſt Sub- 
Governor, and one other of them to be their firſt te opp ha and 
others of them to be their firſt Dire&orsz which ſaid Perſons, ſo to be elefed Go- 
vernor, Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, and DireQors, ſhall be reſpe&ively 
Qualified in fuch Manner as herein-after is dire&ed ; and are to continue in their 


reſpeQive Offices and Places, until the Day of Fanuary, which ſhall be in 
the Year One thouſand teven hundred and and natil a New Governor, 


 Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, and New DireQors, ſhall be choſen, in Form 
hereafter in this A# expreſſed. 

And be it further Enactey, by the Authority aforeſaid ; That the faid 
Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, or the greateſt Part of them, ſhall 
and may Yearly, for ever, between the Day and Day of 
January, in every Year, Aſſemble and Meet together, in ſome convenient Place, 
in or near London or Weſtminſter ;, and that they, or the greateſt Part of them, ſb 
aſſembled, ſhall and may ele& One of the ſaid Company to be Governor, and 
One other of them to be Sub-Governor, and One other of them to be Deputy- 
Governor, and others of the ſaid Company, to be Dirc&ors of the 
ſaid Company, for One Year, then next enſuing; or ſuch other Time as the 
Governor and Company, at a General Court, to be Summoned and Afſembled 
for that particular Purpoſe, ſhall order and appoint, and until others ſhall be 
choſen in their rooms; who ſhall and may accordingly execute the ſaid Offices, 
or Places, for ſuch Year or Time, having firſt taken their ſeveral Oaths, for the 
due Execution of their reſpeftive Offices or Places, before the laſt Governor, 
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S$ub-Governor, or Deputy-Governor, and DireRors, or any or more of 
them z which they are hereby Impowered to Adminiſter ; And if any ſuch Gover- 
nor, Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, or Dire&or, happen to die, or be removed 
for juſt Cauſe, trom his Office or Place, That ther, and fo often, it ſhall and 
may be Lawtul, to and for the ſaid Company, for the Time being, or the greater 
Part of them, aſſembled in a General Court, within Days after ſuch 
Death or Removal, to Elec and Nominate One other in the Place of him ſo Dead 
or Removed, who ſhall and may have and exerciſe ſuch Office and Place, fo be- 
come Void, for the reſidue of the ſaid Time; taking firſt a Corporal Oath, as 
aforeſaid, before the Governor, Sub-Governor, or Deputy-Governor, and Dire- 
rectors, or any or more of them, which they are hereby Impowered to 
Adminiſter. 

1P2ovtdev, and it is hereby Directed, That every Five Hundred Pounds 
of the ſaid Joint-Stock, and no leſs, ſhall be, and be accounted, One Share there- 
of; and that no Perſon ſhall be capable to be Choſen or continue Governor, 
Sub-Governor, or Deputy-Governor, or Director of the ſaid Company, utlleſs 
ſuch Governor, Sub-Governor, and Deputy-Governor, reſpeCtively, ſhall be ſolely 
Poſſeſſed of, in his own Right, and not in Truſt for any other 
Shares of the ſaid Joint-Stock ; and unleſs ſuch DireQor ſhall be ſolely Poſſeſſed 
of, in his own Right, and not in Truſt for any other, Shares of the 
ſaid Joint-Stock ; And that no Proprietor, not being ſolely Poſſeſſed of Two ſuch 
Shares, or more, in his own Right, and not in Truſt, ſhall have any Vote in 
any ſuch Ele&ions, or other Afﬀeairs, of the ſaid Governor and Company ; And 
that after the ſaid firſt Ele&ion, above-direQted, each Perſon, if thereunto requi- 
red, by or more Members of the ſaid Corporation, ſhall be obliged to 
take his or her Corporal Oath, for the urgetny * of his Qualification, above- 
deſcribed, before the Governor, Sub-Governor, or nr, of the ſaid 
Compute for the Time being, which they reſpeCtively are hereby Impowered to 
Adminiſter; And that no Proprietor ſhill, in any Caſe, have more than One Vote. 

P2:ovived always, That no Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall become Intituled to 
any of ſuch Shares, of or in the Part or Proportion of the ſaid Joint-Stock, 
which, by Agreement between the ſaid Thomas Acherley, and the ſaid Subſcri- 
bers or Undertakers, doth or may belong to him the faid Thomas Acherley, his 
Executors, ' Adminiſtrators or Aiſigns, ſhall, in reſpe&, or by means thereof, 
have any Vote or Votes in any of the Elections or Afﬀairs of the ſaid Company, 
until after the Day of May, One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty ; 
Save only, that he the ſaid Thomas Acherley, himſelf, is to have one Vote, and 
no more; and that each of them the ſaid Governor, Sub-Governor, and Deputy- 
Governor, before he takes upon him the Execution of his ſaid Office, ſhall take 
the ſaid Oath for the due Execution of his Office, before the ſaid Directors, or any 

or more of them; And all the faid Directors ſhall reſpe&ively take the 
ſaid Oath, before the ſaid Governor, or in his Abſence, betore the ſaid Sub- 
Governor z or in his Abſence, before the Deputy-Governor , before they reſpe- 
dtively take upon them the Execution of their reſpective Offices or Places ; which 
Oaths the Card « Governor, Sub-Governor, «ny Pore and Directors, are 
reſpectively Authorized to Adminiſter, as id. 4 

nd it is hereby Declared and Enacted, That the Stock and; Shares in 
the Joint-Stock of the ſaid Company, ſhall be and be taken, and :atcounted 
Perſonal Eſtates, and go to the Executors or Adminiſtrators of the. Owners 
thereof, and ſhall and may be transferred from any Perſon to, another, in the 
ſame or the like manner, as Shares in the Joint-Stock of the ſaid Company, 
commonly called The Eaſt-India Company, are and have been uſually transferred. 

And be it Enacter, That no Member of the ſaid Company ſhall, in reſpect 
of his Stock therein only, be adjudged liable to be a Bankrupt, within the Intent 
or Meaning of all or any of the Statutes made againſt or concerning Bankrupts 
and that no Stock in the ſaid Company ſhall be ſubject or liable to any Foreign 
Attachment, by the Cuſtom of the City of London, or atherwiſe. 

PÞ2ovided, That nothing in this 4& contained, ſhall be conſtrued or taken 
to hinder or obſtru& the Company, commonly called The Governor and Company 
of the New River, brought from Chadwell and Amwell to London, or wang 

CENOTS + 


(11) 
ceſſors; or the Mayor and Commonalty and Citizens of the City of London, or 
their Leſſees, or Aſſigns ; or the Governor and Company of Undertakers, for 
raiſing the Thames-Water in Tork-Buildings ; or the Proprietors or Leſſees of 
Marybone Water-works ; or the Proprietors of the Water-works, for raiſing of 
the Thames-Water, for the Uſe of the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of St. Margaret's 


Weſtminſter , or the Proprietors of the Water-works, for raiſing of the Thames- 
Water, commonly called Marchand's Water-works, near Charing-Croſs ; 


or any or either of them, or any Claiming by, from, or under them, or any of 
them, from holding, uſing, exerciſing, or enjoying, all ſuch Rights, Titles, 
Eflates, Intereſts, Privileges, Powers, and Advantages, whatſoever, which the 
ſaid ſeveral and reſpe&ive Companies and Perſons, aforeſaid, or any of them, 
at any Time hereafter, ſhall or may, or can, or ought, lawfully to Have, Hold, 
Claim, Uſe, Exerciſe, or Enjoy, by Force and Virtue of any A& or Ads 
of Parliament, or by Force or Virtue of any Letters Patents, under the Great 
Seal of England, heretofore made, or by any other lawful Ways or Means, now 
in being, whatſoever, as fully to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if this AZ had 
never been made; any Thing herein-contained to the Contrary thereof in any- 
wiſe notwithſtanding. | 
P2ovided alſo, and it is hereby Enactev, That the ſaid Mayor and 
Commonalty, and Citizens of the City of London, their Leſſees, or Aſhgns; or 
the ſaid Governor and Company of the New River, brought from Chadwell and 
Amwell to London , or the ſaid Governor and Company of Undertakers, for 
Raiſing the Thames-Water in Tork-Buildings ,, or the ſaid Governor and Comyeny 
of St. Albon's Waters, hereby Incorporated ; or the ſaid Proprietors or Leſſees of 
Marybone Water-works ; or the ſaid Proprietors of the Water-works for Raiſing 
of the Thames-Water, for the Uſe of the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Sr. Marga- 
ret's Weſtminſter ; or the ſaid Proprietors of the Water-works, for Raiſing of 
the Thames-Water, commonly called Marchand's Water-works, near Charing-Croſs 


ſhall not diſturb, obſtru&, or hinder one another, in Laying, or Repairing, 
and Amending their reſpective Pipes or Branches ; nor do, or cauſe to be done, 
any wilful Prejudice or Damage to one another's Pipes or Branches. 

Dd be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That in Caſe any of the 
Metnbers- of the ſaid Company, being Subſcribers to the ſaid Undertaking, or 
being Proprietors of any Share or in the ſaid Joint-Stock, ſhall _ 
or refuſe to Pay all ſach Sums of Money, by him, her, or them, or thei 
Order, Subſcribed to the ſaid Undertaking, or ſo much thereof as ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary for effe&ing the ſame, unto the {aid Governor and Company, or their 
Saccallens, for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, in ſuch Proportions, and at ſuch Times, 
as the ſaid Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, ſhall, from Time to 
Time, by Notice inſerted in the London Gazette, then every ſuch Member or 
Members of the ſaid Company, ſo making Default, ſhall be wholly excluded, 
and ſhall loſe all Benefit of ſach his Subſcription or Shares, and of all ſuch 
Monies as he, ſhe, or they, in Purſuance of this AZ, ſhall before ſuch Default 
have ſo Advanced, Paid, and Contributed, in ſuch Manner as the ſaid Governor 
and Company, and their Succeffors, ſhall, from Time to Time, Order, Dire&, 
and Appoint ; and that Others ſhall and may be Admitted in the room or ſtead 
of ſuch Defaulters, in ſuch Manner as the ſaid Governor and Company ſhall in 
like manner Order and Appoint; any Thing herein-contained to the Contrary 
thereof in any-wiſe notwithſtanding. 

And be it Enactev, by the Authority aforeſaid, That this AZ ſhall be 
deemed, and taken to be, a Publick AZ; of which Notice ſhall by all Courts 
be Judicially taken ; and that the ſame ſhall be beneficially expounded, for the 


Encouraging and ſpeedy Effe&ting of the ſaid Undertaking, for the Purpoſes 
aforeſaid, and for the Continuing and Preſerving thereof. ” _w 


4 BILL for Incorporating | 


ſeveral Undertakers, for the better 


: Accommodating the Inhabitants in 


" and about the Cities of London and 
| Weſtmiaſter, ond the Parts oe 
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Concerning the Prices of V V ine,&c, 
2 06 
Die Mercuri, Mais 26. 1641. S- 


Pon the whole matter of the Reporr, 
lr was reſolved upon the Queition, 

1. That the Patent for the paymerit of 40.ſhill. per 
Tun on Wines by the Merchants, is illegall in the crea- 
tion, and a grievance. 

2. Thar the impoſition of a penny on a quart on 
| French Wines , and two pence on a quart on Spaniſh 

Wines, 15 a grievance. 
3 Thar % Patent of the impoſition of 40.ſhillings 
7 Tun, is a grievance in the execution. 


4. Thar Alderman Abel, and Maſter Richard Kityert 


are the principall Projectors both in the creation and ex» - 


. ecution of this illegall impoſition of 40.ſhill per Tun. 


NT _ the Queſtion, 

That there ſhalbe a Bi declaring the offen- 
ces of Alderman Abel, and Richard Kilvert, to the cnd 
they may be made exemplary. 

Reſolved,v&+c. 

Thar a ſele&t Committee be named to examine who 
were the Referrees, Adviſers, Sharers, Com 


Contractors, and thoſe that have received any bribe or 
benefit by this Patent, and who drevv the Parent. 


eſolved xc. | 
; Thar the Proclamation dated the 15.of July, in the 


14".yeare of the King, prohibiting the Wine-Coopers 
to buy and ſell Wine, is illegall, and againſt the liberty 


of the Subject. 
* Reſolved, exc. | 
That the Decree made in the Starre-chamber in De- 
cember 1633. prohibiting retailing Vintners to drefle 
meat in their own houlſes,to ſell _ to gueſts, is ille- 
abjeR. 


gall and againſt theliberty of the 


plotrers and 


Tothe Hon®" the Houſe of Comme,” 


The humble Petition of ſeyeral Perſons who have Licenſes or Letters Patents under the Great 
Seal of England, for the keeping of Taverns and ſelling of Wines by Retail, in behalf of them! 


ſelves and the reſt of the Patentees, 307 
SHEWETH, | 


HAT the ſaid Letters Pacents were without hearing of che Patentees, or any notice had thereof, diſallowed in the 
AR of the laſt Parliament, entituled 4» AZ for the bitter ordering the ſelling of Wines by Retail, &rc. and which was confir | 
in the groſs with divers other Adts by this Parliament, before their late Adjournment 5 whereby your Petitioners are | 
greatly prejudiced in cheir legal Rights, and very much endamaged : And therefore do humbly offer the following Reaſons 
thar they ought to be relieved. 
_ 1... That the (aid Letters Patents were granted by King Fames and King Charles the Firſt (of glorious and bleſſed Memory) unto the 
Petitioners (the Parentees) during'their lives, in-confideratiowof valuable Summes. of Money , viz. 1904..299 1. and other ſummes, / 
which were ſeverally paid as Fines by the Parentees, and certain yearly Rents reſerved to be paid unto the Crom, and Bonds given tothe 
Crown for payment of the (aid Rents, and thePatentees are ſtill lyable to be ſued upon the ſaid Bonds for the groving Rents, and to have 
their Eſtates and Goods extended and ſeiſed. 

2. Thatin the AR 21.) ( Provided alſo and be it enatted, That this AGF, or any Declaration, Provifmn, Penalty, Forfeitare, or other thing - 
Jacobs, cap,z, which puts | before mentioned, ſhall not extend or be prejudicial to any Grant, Letters Patents or Commuſiion heretofore gr A” 


downe Monopolies, the | | or hereafter to be granted, of, for, or concerning the Licenſing of the keeping of any Tavers or Taverns, ot. 
Wine-Licenſes are ex: { ling, uttering or retailing of Wines 10 be drunk or ſpent in the Manſion houſe or houſes, or other place in the tenure or” 
cepted, and the Grants or 3 occupation of the party or parties ſo ſelling or uttering the ſame, or for or concerning the making of any Compoſitions * 
Letters Pat. of the ſame | | for lack Licenſes, ſo as the benefit of ſuch Compoſitions be reſerved and appliedto and for theaſe of His —_— his 
before and afterwards to | | Herrs or Succeſſors, and not to the private aſe of any 8ther perſon or perſons. 

be made eſtabliſhed. 7-4 

3. The ſaid Grants or Letters Patents have been made and confirmed above fix ſcore yeats, 

4, There was no other way or means of taking Wine- Licenſes when your Petitioners took theirs, andif they had not taken ſuch Li- 
cenſes, they had incurred great penalties by the Law, And the Cuſtoms arifing to the Crown by W.nes bad been much leſs, if the vent 
thereof had been ſtopped for want of Licenſes. 

5. All the late Ufurping Powers, when many other Letters Patents bearing date after the Twelfth year of the Reign of His late Maje- 
ſty, were by great Injuſtice difallawed, Cid allow the ſaid Grants or Letrers Patents, 

6, All other Patents whatſoever are allowed and made good by the happy Reſtauration of His Majeſty. 

7, Moſt of your Petitioners have been great Sufferers for their Loyalty and Servicesto His Majeſty thasnow is, and His Royal Father 
(ot ever bleſſed Memory) and ſome of them have compounded at Haberdaſhers Hall for the ſaid Grants or Letters Patents, and afterwards 
were Decimates, and the whole Livelyhood of divers of them and their Families dependeth upon the benefit of the ſaid Grants, 

8. Some of = ſaid Letters Patents were granted to perſons in truſt, for and toward the maintenance of Hoſpitals, and for other pigr- 
and charitable ules, .” 

9. Some of the ſaid Grants or Letters Patents have been given and received as Marriage- Portions, in conſideration whereof Joy | 
have been (crled, and others having been Leaſed with houſes by the Grantees (being owners thereof) for a certain term of yeas = 
core, the ſaid Grantees are necefhrated to give more Rent for new Licenſes (if they take any) then they receive for their bouſes, and old 
Licenſes together : W hich new Liceoſes it they retuſe to take, they are lyable tobe ſued by their Leſſees. 

10, Although the ſaid Letrers Patents be allowed, the profits arifing by the reſt of the Wine-Licenſes, will far exceed that Revenue 
which che laſt Parliament did ſer upon all the Wine-Licenſes, then they raced the ſame, and ſettled them upon His Majeſty as part of His 


Majeſties Revenue, 
11, The ſaid Grants or Letters Patents are tocontinue onely durigg the lives of the Grantees, moſt of whom are ancient perſons, there 


naving been no Grants made gce the year 1643, | | | 

I2, lcis already provided in the aforeſaid 4% for the better 0:dering the ſelling of Wines, &rc. That the Mayor and Burgeſles of St, Albans © 
ſhall enjoy the benefit of three Wine- Licenſes, grant@untorhem by Letters Patents, for and rowards the maintaining of a Free-ſchool : 
Wbich (aid Letters Patents having been granted (as theywere) out of meer grace and fayour, your Petiticners hope, that they in regard of 
the valuable conſiderations which they paid, and of thei great ſufferings for their. Loyalty, and the whole Livelyhood of them and their - 
Wives and Children depending upon the benefit of theitſaid Letters Patents,and the other Reaſons afordaid, ſhall obtain the ſame Juſtice - 
or Fahour. : | > , | 

I3. Your Petitioners do humbly conceive that theſaid Letters Patents, which were granted for and towards the maintaining of Hoſpi- 
cals, and tor other pious and charitable uſes, ought accotding tro Reaſon and Equity tobe allowed as wel as tbe aforeſaid Letters Patents 
which were granted towards the maintaining of the Free-ſchool at St, Albanes, | R 

14, If it be reaſonable that the Parchaſers of Lands ſold by the late Uſurping Powers (ſhould have Confideration allowed thems Then 
much more the {aid Grantees { they humbly conceive z) for thoſe were Purchaſcrs, 4olo male, of an il:gal power, and the Money which 
they 5p " em "Ig againſt the King, but the purchaſersot Wine-Licenſes were purchaſers, bond fide; of the late Kings, and the Money 
was paid to their uſes. 

I : . The Rates demanded for new Licenſes are ſogreat, thatyourPetitioners (if they take them, and (ell good and wholſom Wines at 
:he prices limited by the ſaid AR) will be brought toruine and beggery thereby, and if they do not wilfully thuspermit themſelves to be 
brought to beggery, muſt nevertheleſs another way as ineviriably tal into it, by letting their houſes ar balf che Rents,or ſelling the Uten- 
[us and Goods therein or elſe in ſeeking, but not cally finding, ſotte other Callin 2 or means of Livelyhood. 

' 16, Se evicted tm TEC ge, His Majcſty baving been 
»leaſed rogive the Office of Wine- Licenſes unto His Highneſs the Duke of Tork, and His Highneſs having let out che ſame in Farm, the 
Farmets thereof do flightthe (:id Lecters Patents. | k 


£/ % Ant #1e pas 3 | 
mherefore your Petitioners humbly pray, That this Honourable Houſe would be pliiſed to revien;the ſaid AG, entituled An ARt for the 
better orde:ing the ſelling of Wines by Retail, &c. and io make ſuch clear Proviſion ll, as that your Petitioners may peace- 
ably and quietlyenjo) the benefit of the ſaid Grants or Letters Patents, even ſor the preſervation of the ſacred Honour of His pre- 
ſent Majeſty, and B 6*Royal Progenitors, who granted the ſame, which being under the great Seal of England, the pablick Faith of 
the Kingdom, were wont to be as fixed and good aſſurances 45 any man couldby Law have in thgjLands orVther Eſtates, by 
BIR not, : | And yougPelitioners ſhall cer pray, &c. 

aA. ' %* 
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/ 1 ok 
Hough Guido Faux walked for a long ſpace with his darke lanthorne undiſcovered, yet in the end, rimes faire and 
faithfull hand-tmaide brought to light his Treaſons and Hypocriſies. 
Andalthough proje&ors Saile like creepe into their ſhell of obſcurity, yet the Juſtice of theſe times will ſhew them 
in their owne net they have danced in, and caufe them to carry upon their proje&ing backs their crimes and taults thar 
' they unjuſtly endeavour to father upon others. | U . ; 

It was moſt apparant to the world, that Alderman Abel had long fince a deſigne:to raiſe an Impoſition of 40. ſhillings per 
Tonne upon all Wines that ſhould be imported into this Kingdome to be ſold; and to get the ſaid Impoſition granted unto 
bim at a Farme of 30000. pounds per annum, not having any regard to the great burthen it wouldbring Coho. 
wealth, but ayming at bis owne particular profit and gaine, and to bring his owneend to paſſe, and the better to effea and ac- 
compliſh his proje, he combined with one Richard Kilvwert z and to enable him for his purpoſe, the ſaid Alderman eAbell 
hols at that time Maſter ofthe Company of Vintners, admitted the faid Richard K:lvert to be a brother of that myſtery 
and focicty. | 

That - <6 n the ſaid Alderman A#el, and the faid Maſter Kilvert did ina private Taverne conceive-and frame a Pe- 
tition to his Majeſtic in the name of the Retayling Vintners of London, and preferred the ſaid Petition z whereas in tn 
the Retaylors were not atall privy to the drawing or preferring of the ſame. hae 4. 

That thereupon Alderman Abell, and Maſter Kilyert procured the Impoſition to be layd, and the fame was granted to *. - 
Alderman Abell (and to ſuch as he pleaſed to take in) at 30000. pounds per Annwm, whereas if the Impoſition were' re- 
ceived, it would amount to a farre greater ſumme. , po 

That for the ſupport and maiatenavce of the deſigne, Ryzchard K1ivert had agratuity of t000. pounds, and 500. pounds 
tal annum out of the Farme, and Alderman eMbell 500, pounds per annum out of the increaſe, beſides his ſhare in the profit of . 
the Farme. 

That the ſaid Alderman «eA%el! for the better obtaining of his owne ends, procured divers of the retayling Vintners to 
be impriſoned, and their goods tobe ſeiſed for the raiſing and advancing of his unlawfull Wine projet. | 

That divers of the retayling Vintners did preferre a Petition to the Parliament againſt theſaid Alderman Abelland Richard 
Kitvert, diſcovering their deceits to his Majeſty,their exations upon the SubjeR, and their oppreſſi ng of the ſaid Pctitioners. 

- Thatti:ereupon the ſaid deceits, cxa&tions and oppreſhions were proved, and Alderman Abell and Rychard K:luert voted 
tor the projectors of the ſaid Wine projea, both in the creation and execution thereof by the Honourable Aſſembly of the 
Commons in the Houſeof Parliament. + | 

That now to caft an aſperſion upon thoſe that diſcovered and deteQed their deceits and opprefſions, they have printed 
a Petition which they framed for their owne ends, and preferred to his Majeſty in the ramecfthe Retayling Vintners, with- 
out the dire&ion, conſent, or privity of the generality of Retayling Vintners. ID 

That the Alderman and his partners gained by their Wine proje& in one yeare, all-Charges and Exp: diſcharged, 
and cleared; the ſumme of 2514 6. pouni!s, eighteene ſhillings, and nine pence. This as appeareth by his owno Le 
Booke, Fol 29 5, eAnno Dom. 1638, m I 


Printed in the yeare, 16 41. 
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Reaſons humbly propounded againſt diſſolving the Antient Revenue ariſing by Wine- 
Licences, and impoſing thirty ſhillings, or any other ſum, upon a Tun of Wine, in4lieu 
thereof to be paid by the Merchant. Y 


1, T- Wine-Merchants Trade up to the heighth of their (great! impaired) Stocks and Credit, and alchough the addition of 30 s. up- 


on a Tun of Wine may ſeem ſmall, yer it will ſubſtraR no leſs then 270001, per aywum out of the Merchants Stocks, which they muſt 

. pay inlicu of about 12 or 13000 |, per awww, which the Retailers paid for their Wine Licenſes for that Revenue , as we are credibly 

informed never in the higheſt year yielded more, the payment of which 27000 |,will enforce them for want thereof to trade for abour 

100000 |, per anuwm leſs then now they do , which will not only be their loſs, anda further ſtep to their ruine, but the King alſo will ſuffer in his 

oms, | es IIS | 

=< The Cuſtoms upon Wines are m_ ſo exceeding high (even above the firſt coſt of their Wine ) that Forreign Princes have taken notice and 

complained thereof, and we doubt not, bur verily believe and expett, that an additional payment upon the Importer of Wine , will occaſion and 

induce thoſe Princes to encreaſe their Cuſtoms upon our Commodities and ManufaQures imported into their Kingdoms , and ſo the Merchant will 

not only ſuffer a double miſchief and ruine, and Trade thereby leſſened, butalſo the whole Kingdom will ſuſtain great damage in vending their 
Commodities and ManufaQures. ; | : | on Hh 

2. The Cuſtoms upon W ines are already ſo high, that the Merchants after all their great courage,hazards, perils and loſſes in forreiga parts by 
Sea; and after arrival, are forc'd to ſei] their choiceſt Wines at the Retailers Prizes for money to pay the Cuſtoms , which Wine they compourd 
and mix with mean decaying Wines, and other Ingredients, to their great advantage : the addition of 270001, per annum will prove an exceedi 
preſſure upon the Merchants, and no leſs difficult for them to raiſe and multiply their neceſlities, and farcher enable Retailers of V Vine to prey 
upon them, and to encreaſe their ſaid evil compoſitions, | - | 

4. That a Grant of Tonnage upon Merchants Importation of Wine, or anyother Commodities, was never giventoany in England but to the 
King, as Soveraign Lord, for proteRting them in their Traffique at Sea and Land nor is it granted to any other perſon in any part or place in the 
World where we have bee or traded, but to the Soveraign, upon this general equity of proteRing them in their Commerce : And we bumbly 
hope this Honorable Houſe will not be preyailed with to make a Preſident berein. : 

5. If the Revenue of Wine-Licenſes be diſſolved, the number of Vintners will be exceſlive,--- In Azo 1636, when Egland abounded moſt in 
wealth, there were not above 2500 Taverns, and Wines were bought cheap beyond Sea, and not for ready money, but in Batter for other Com- 
inodities. During the Diſorders, all who wou'd ſold Wine without Licenſe , and though the wars had exhauſted the Kingdom , yet about Anno 
1660. the number of Vintners was encreaſed unto about 4200, (belides many untold, which were leſs obſervable ) which produced greater im- 
portations of Wine bought at enhaunced prizes, and not in Barter, but moſtly for ready money ; to the Merchants damage , which Wines were 
bought up and vended, through the multicuce of Vintners, at exceſlive prizes, which we muſt fay is one of the great Leaks through which much 
of our wealth for this laſt 25 years hath iſſued, | 

6. The Revenue of Wine-Licenſes proceedeth not out of the ſober uſe of Wine in the houſes of the Nobility and Gentry , who. uſually have 
their Wines at the firſt hand , but upon the more extravagant expence thereof in Taverns; and there alſo nothing is impoſed, but every man doth 


limit his owa expence and payments ; but if this Revenue be difſolved, and double the yalue thereof be charged upon the Merchant, ic will reagh 
all perſons and uſes without diſtintion, 


7. The Retailers of Wine were become ſo numerous and skilful in that hurtful Art of vitiating Wine, that the A 12 Carli 2, inveſting the 
Crown with this Revenue of Wine-Licenſes, dorh not only reſtrain the number, by appointing > A to pay for A282 elſes 7buor alfo doth ſomewhar 
chaſtiſe chem for their ſaid unlawful praRiſes : bur-if this Revenue of Wine-Licenſes be diſſolved, then the number will encreaſe, to the debauch- 
ing and conſuming of the Subje&, and the ſaid Caſtigation will be removed. ? 

$, The psofits ariſing by V Vine-Licenſes is an antient Revenue belonging to the Crown , and though (cill of late) impo&Rd only by Prerogative; 
yet it, uppeared ſo maniteſtly equal and neceſſary, that ir was admitted without the leaſt oppoſition in the moſt ſKormy and adverſe times ; therefore 
it is hoped the Retailers of Wine ſhall not be diſcharged from paying this their ancient duty, which hath endured all weathess, and an |mpofition 
laid upon the depreſſed Merchants, FOO 200 

9. ſhe Revenue of Wine-Licenſes ariſech out of the vaſt gains of Retailers of Wine, whoſe beginnings,though very mean, yet in ſhort time they 
arrive to great Eſtates , andare obſerved within thefe laſt25 years (wherein all other Traders have decayed) to have made more purchaſes then 


any other Traders in Ezgland, yet by their earneſt applications have brought an additional duty upon the Merchant, and now deſign toencreaſs 
the ſane, to free themſelves from paying for Licenſes, | 


10.. The Merchants Eſtates ace uſually either in forreign parts, or in Retailers hands , or elſe floating on the Seas, and expoſed unto amazing 
hazards, and themſelves poſſeſt of little elfe then empty Warehouſes, and cannot procure money as Retailers of Wine may ,, who not only take - 
much ready money, bur alſo having their Cellars full of Wine, can value themſelyes thereon at pleaſure : If the Mefchant ( though under this 
bane gz) mult find money to pay vaſt Cuſtoms, yet it is hoped the ſams ſhall not be encreaſed to free Retailers of Wine from paying their 
amicent G1:y,. | | 

11, The Reverue of Wine-Licenſes, as now placed, is to be paid by about 3000 perſons , who are Retailers of Wine , which can hardly be fele 
amongſt ſy many, bur if inlieu thereof an Impoſition be upon the Merchant, cholme will be paid out of the Purſes of a very few, who are al- 
ready very much burckened, and will be unto them anexceeding addition to their preſent payments and ſufferings , and but ſmall for the Retail- 
ers to pay , and no more then what they paid antiently, i ? 

12, If the Revenue ariſing by Wine-Licenſes be diſſolved, it will inf. inge the antient Liberties and Ptiviledges of all the Corporations in Exg- 
ini, who have power by the A&7 Edward: 6, to grant Licenſes unto Retailers to ſell Wine to be drank and pent out of their houſes : As at 
deprive very many Pactentees (who have paid great ſeams for their Patents, and (as we are informed) have now ſome good allowance in the Ren: 


of cheic Licenſes, in confideration thereof) for they who have Patents, and they_who have none, will be equally free to retail Wine, to the pre- 
judice of the wealth and welfare of the Kingdome. , | | 


Object, We know it will be objefted, That when Trade is free and open it comes moſt profiral le both to King and Subjell, 
Anſw, This holds true in Merchandize, generally uſe fu'l and neceſſary; but where the Merchandize is a coſtly and luxurious ſuperfluicy, + 
the more free the trade is, the more it conſumeth and deſtroyeth the Subje&, who had better give the King treble the value of what he may : - 


have by opening ſuch a trade, then to have fo much Wealth conſumed in ſo great a ſuperfluity, and if it be neceſſary by Licences to reſtrain 
oy A of Traders in Ale and Beer,a Native neceſſary and cheap Commodity, 
cenary by 


exceſs, b Sg: 1" 4 
Sa # may be objetted, that ut will be a great burthen for Retaylers of Wine at the ſame time ib pay the new Impoſition, ard falſe frbWine- Lycences. To which 
we anſwer. | v; X 


That rhe payment for Wine Licences is out of their great gain ariſing upon the Sale of Wine, at the preſent Prizes, jo it is no burthen upon | 
them and the Honourable Houſe of Commons have allowed them 4 d. upon the quart of French Wine, and 64, upon the quart of Spanyſh- 
wine to defray the new impoſition, which will ſally do the ſame,and time being given for payment thereof , wherein then are they burthened? 
and how can they then be looſers? If neceſſary we could preſent a Clue which would lead unto ard diſc | the wugt 
and that hepeby,fhall farther increaſe; che Marciibocs ata  lictles : we a 


. % —= « ad. 
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; k and leſs apt to produce exceſs then ſure it is much more ne- 
Licences to reſtrain the number of Vintners,who dealin a coſtly luxurious forraign Commodity , which-cendeth much more to 


ty that they may prey upon then 
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Reaſons humbly propounded againſt Diſſolving the Antient Revenue ariſing by Wine- 
| Licences, and Impoſing Twenty Shillings, or any other Sum, upon a Tun of Wine, 
in lieu thereof, to be paid by the Merchant, 


309 


«, HE Wine-Merchants trade up to the height of their ( greatly ) impaired Stock and Credit z and though the addition of 20 y, upon a Tun of 
Wine may ſcem ſmall, yer it will ſubſtract no leſs than 26000 /. per anxwm out of the Merchants Stock, which they muſt pay in beu of about 12 
or 13000 1, per annum, which che Vintners now pay for their Wine-Licences : for that Revenue ( as we are credibl informed ) yeelds no more. 
The Merchants Payment of the ſaid 26000 /. will enforce them for want thereof, to trade for 100000 !, per aun leſs than now they do z which 

will not only be their loſs, bur the King alſo will ſuffer in the Cuſtoms. : 

2. The Cuſtoms upon Wines are already ſo high, that the Merchants after all their great Charge, Hazards, Loſſes in Forraign Parts, by Sea, and after Arri- 
val, are forced to ſell their choiceſt Wines at the Retailers Prizes, for Money to pay the Cuſtoms 3 which Wine they Com and Mix with mean decaying 

Wines and other Ingreditnts, to their great advantage, The addition of 26000 {. per annum, will prove 'an exceeding Preſſure = the Merchants, and no leſs 

difficulc for them to raiſe, and mulciply their Neceſſities, and further enable Retailers of Wine to prey upon them, and to encreafe the ſaid evil Compoſitions, 

3- That a Grant of Tunnage upon Merchants Importation of Wine or any other Commodities, was never granted to any in Exgland, but to the King as 


Soveraign Lord, for proteCting them in their Traffick at Sea and Land ; nor is it granted to any other Perſon in any Part or Place in the World,where we have been 


or traded, but to the Soveraign, upon og grncrs equity of Protecting them in their Commerce. And we humbly hope this Honourable Houſe will not be prevailed 


with to make a Preſiden: herein to free the Vintners from paying their Antient Duty for Wine-Licences. 

4- The Cuſtoms upon Wines are already ſo excecding high: ( even above the firſt Coſt thereof) that Forraign Princes have taken notice, and complained there- 
of; and we doubt not but that a conſtant additional payment upon the Importers of Wine will occaſion and induce thoſe Princes to encreaſe their Cu upon our 
Commodities and ManufaCtures imported into their Kingdoms ; and fo the Merchant will not only ſuffer a double Miſchief and Ruine, and Trade thereby be 
impaired, but alſo the whole Kingdom will ſuſtain great Loſs and Damage in Vending their Commodities and ManufaRtures. 

* 5- Itthe Revenue of Wine-L'cences be Diſſolved, the Number of Vintners will be exceſſive. In Anno 1636, when England abounded moſt in Wealth, there 
were not above 2500 Taverns ; and Wines were Bought Cheap beyond Sea, and not for Ready Money, but 1n Barter for other Commodities. During the Dil- 
orders, all who would Sold Wine without Licence z and though the Warrs had exhauſted the Kingdom, yer about Anno 1660, the Number of Vintners were en- 
creaſed unto above 4800, which occaſioned Wine to bz Bought at Enhanſed Prizes, and not in Barter, bur moſtly for Ready Money, which is one of the Leaks 

* through which much of our Wealth for theſe laſt 25 Years hath iſſued, 
6. The Revenue of Wine-Licences procecdeth not out of the Sobcr uſe of Wine in the Houſes of the Nobility and Gentry, who uſually have their Wines at the 


" Firſt hand, but upon the more Extravagant pr thereof in Taverns, and there alſo nothing is Impoſcd, but every man doth Limit his own Expence and Pay- 
ments ;z Bur if this Revenue be Diffolved, and 20 5s, L 


per Tun, which is double the Value thereof, be Impoled upon the Merchant, it will reach all Perſons and Utes 

without diſtinEtion, | 
7. The Retailers of Wine were become ſo Numerous and Skilful in that hurtful Art of Vitiating Wine, that the At of Dmnodecims Cayoli Secund:i, Inveſting the 
Crown with this Revenue of Wine-Licences, doth not only Reſtrain the Number, by appointing them to Pay for Licences, but all» doth ſomwhat Chaſtiſe them 
for their ſaid unlawtul Practiſes : But it this Revenue of Wine-Licences be Diſſolved, chen the Number of V :;utners will excreale, to the Debauching and Con- 
ſuming of the Subject, and che ſaid Caſtigation will be Removed. 

8, The Profits ariting by Wine-Licences, is an Anticnt Revenue belonging to the Crown, aud though ( t I! of Late ) Irapoſed only by Prerogative, yet it ap- 
ues ſo manifeſtly Equal and Neceffary, that it was adimicted without the leaſt O poſition in the molt Stormy and Adverſe Ties ; Th 

er 


; crefore it is hoped the 
atlers of Wine {hall 1ot be diſcharged from paying this cheir Ancient Dury, which hath endured all Weathers, and an Impoſition of double che Value laid up- 
on the Depreſſed Merchants, : 


9+ The Revenue of Wie-Licences ariſeth out of the Vaſt Gains of Recailcis UCWiuy whoſe beginnings though very Mean, yet in ſhort time they arrive to 
great Eſtates, and are obſerved within theſe laft 25 Years ( wherein all other Traders have decayed) to have made more Purchaſes than any-other-Traders in 


rad 
England; yet by their carneſt Applications, we have cauſe to fear they will bring upon us a heavy Addiional Duty, and alſo deſign to encreaſe te ſame to free them» 
ſelves from paying for Liceuces. 


10. The Merchants Eftates are uſually either in Forraign Parts, or in Retailers hands, or elſe Floating on the Seas, and expoſed to amazing Hazzards, and them- 
ſelves poſleſt ot lictle elſe than empty Ware-Houſes, and cannot procure Money as Retailers of Wine may, who not only take much Ready » but alſo havin 
their Cellars full of Wine, can value themſelves thereon art pleaſure : If the Merchant, though under this diſadvantage, muſt find Money to pay hi hCuſtoms,and 
alſo this veſt Additional Duty ; Yet it is hoped the ſame ſhall not be encreaſed, to free Retailers of Wine from paying their Antient Duty of Wine-Licences, 
' IT. The Revenue of Wine-Licences, as now placed, is to be payd by about 3000 Perſons who are Retailers of Wine, which can hardly be felt amongſt ſo many 
. whoſe Stock is ar lealt ren times greater, than the Wine Merchanes : bur if in lieu of the Revenue of Wine-Licences, an Impoſition be upon the Merchant, the 
ſame will be paid out of the Purſes of a very few whoſe Stock 1s ſmall, and already _ 
t 


uch burthened, and will be to them au exceeding Addition to their pre- 
ſent Payments and Sufferings, and bur little for rhe Retailers to pay, and no more what they paid Antiently, p 
12, That now the Merchants, when their Market for Wine is at the Worft, have yet two ſorts of Cuſtomers to take them off, viz. Free-Vintners, and thoſe 


who are not free z between whom there is ſome: Emulation, which is often uſeful ro the Merchants, ſaving them from a Neceiſity of Selling their Wines upon the 


Free. Vintners Terms : but if the Revenue of Wine-Licences be diflolved, all thoſe that are not Free-Vintners ( who are more than thoſe that are Bros Vimates 
will be utterly ſuppreſt, and themſelyes and Families diſpoiled of their Trade and Livelyhood, and the Merchauts expoſed co be preyed upon by the Free-Vintners, 
who then will have too great opportunity to raiſe themſelves unto an exceeding Oppulen | 


13. If the Revenue ariſing by Wine-Licences be Diflolved, it will Tnfringe the Antient Liberties and Priviledges of all the Corporations in £ ngland, who have 
Power x4 the At of 7. Edw, 6. to grant Liceaces unto Retailers to Sell Wine, and the Benefit thereof enures unto the Poor of the ſaid Corporations, who will 


not ouly be thereby deprived, but alſo very many Pattentees ( who have paid great Sums for their Patents z and ( as we are informed ) have now, in conſideration 
thereof, ſome good Allow ance in the Rent of their Wine-Licences 


to the Prejudice of the Wealth and Welfare of the Kingdom, og * $30 PO TOOey ONO ORE rvans VE RET AAOY 
Objection. 
We know ir will be ObjeEted, That when Trade is Free and Open, it becomes moſt Profitable both to King and Subje&. 
Anſwer. | | | 
This holds true in Merchandize, generally uſeful Ft neceſlary ; but where the Merchandizs is a Coſtly 
and Luxurious Superfluity, the more free the 'T'rade is, the more it Conſumeth and Deſtroyeth the Subject, 
who had better give the King treble the value of what he may have by opening ſuch a 'Trade, than to have ſo 
much Wealth conſumed in ſo greata Superfluity. And if it be neceſſary by Licences to Reſtrain the Num 
ber of Traders in Ale and Beer, a native, neceſlary and cheap Commodiry, and leſs apt to produce Exceſle ; 
then ſurely itis much more neceſſary by Licences to Reſtratu the Number of Vintners, who deal in a Coſt= 
ly, Luxurious, Forraign Commodity, which cendeth much more to Exceſs, | STO 
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Thoſe Perſons who have Licenſes, or Letters Patents under the Great Seal of ExcLanD, 


————_C———_——— oo. 


for the Keeping of Taverns, and Selling of Wines by Rerail. 


AMC 


HAT the ſaid Letters Patents were without hearing of the Patentees, or any notice had thereof, diſallowed and made void, by a late AR of the laſt Par 
% _ entituled, 4» A for the better Ordering the ſelling of Wines by Retail, &c, and which was confirmed in the groſs with divers other At by this 
Parliament, 

2, That the ſaid Letters Patents were granted by King Cxanr ns the Firſt (of glorious and bleſſed Memory, and his Royal Progenitors) unto the Patems 
teesduring their lives, in conſideration of valuable ſums of Money, viz, 1001, 200 /, and other ſums which were ſeverally paid as Fines by the Patentees, 
1nd certain yearly Rents, reſerved to be paid unto the Crown, and Bonds givento the Crownfor payment of the ſaid Rents, and the Patentees are ſtill liable to be ſued upon 
the aid Bonds for the growing Rents, and to have their Eſtates and Goods extended and ſeized, EE” 

3, Thatinthe AR 21 Jacobi cap. 3. * Provided alſo and be it Enatted, That this AG, or any Declaration, Proviſion, Penalty, Forfeiture, or other thing before mentioned, 
which puts down Monopolies, the { ſhall not extend or be prejudicial to any Gram, Letters Patents, or Commiſion heretofore gramed, or hereafter to be grant:d, of, for, or 
Wine Licenſes are excepted, and the\ _ —_ the Licenſing of the keeping of any Tavern or Taverns, or ſelling, uttering, or retailing of Wines to be drunk or ſpent inthe 
Grants or Letters Patentsot the ſame{ ) Manſion houſe or hoaſes, or other place in the tenure or occupation of the party or parties ſo ſelling or uttering the [ame, or for or concerning 
before and afterwards to be made, \ / the _— of any Compoſitions for ſuch Licenſes; ſo as the benefit of ſuch Compoſitions be rvlirwed and applied to and for the uſe of his 


eſtabliſhed,* Majefty, his Heirs or Swcceſſors, and not to the | rivate uſe of any other perſon or perſons. 
© 4, Thefaid Grants or Letters Patents have been madeand confirmed above lix(core yeats. ſ ſ 


5, There wasno other way or means of taking Wine- Licenſes when the Patentees took theirs, an if they had not taken ſuch Licenſes they had incurred great penalties by 
the Law : And the Cuſtomes ariſing ro the Crown by Wines had been much leſs, if the vent thereof had been topped for want of Licenſes, 


6. All the late Uſarped Powers, when many othe: Letters Patents, bearing date after the twelfth year of the Reign of hislate Majeſty, were by great injuſtice diſallowed, 
did allow the faid Grants or Letters Patents, - | 

7. Moſtof the Patentezs have been grect ſuffere:s for their Loyalty and ſervices to his Majeſty that now is, and his Royal Father (of ever bleſſed Memory) and ſomeof 
them have compounded at Haberdafters-Hall for che ſaid Grants or Letters Patents, andafterwards were decimated, and the whole Livelyhood of divers of them and their 
Families eth upon the benefit of the ſaid Grants, 

8, —_ the ſaid Letters Patents were granted to perſons in T.uſt, tor and towards the maintenance of Hoſpitals, and for other pious and charitable uſes, 

9, Some of the faid Grants or Letters Patents have been given and received as Marriage Portions, in conſideration whereof Joyatures have been ſettled, and others having 
been l:aſed with-houſes by the Grantees (being owners thereof) for a certain term of years yet ro come; the ſaid Grantees are necefficated to give more Rent for new Licenſes 
(if they take any) then they receive for their houſes and old Licences together » Which new Licences, if they refuſe to take, they are lyable to be ſued by their Leflees, 

'fo, Although the ſaid Letters Parents be allowed, the profits ariſing by the reſt of the Wine-Licenſes, will exceed that Revenue, which thelaſt Parliament did fer upon 
all the Wine-Licenſes when they rated the ſame, and ſettled chemupon his Majefty as part of his Majeſties Revenue, 


11, Thefaid Grants or Letters Patents are to continue only Curing the lives of the Grantees, moſt of whom are ancient perſons, there having been no Grants made ſince the 
ear 1643, 

F 12, te is already Provided inthe aforeſaid A for the better Ordering the Selling of Wines, &c, That the Mayor and Burgeſſes of Sr, Albans ſhall enjoy the benefit of three 

Wine-Licenſes granted unto them by Lerters Patents for and towards the maintainirg of a Free- ſchool; which (aid Letters Patents having been granted (as they were) out of 

' meergraceand favour, the Patentees nope, that they in regard of the valuable conſiderations which they paid, and of their great ſuffeings tor their Loyalty, and the whole live- 
4 lyhoodof themand their Wives and Children depending upon the benefit of their {aid Letters Patents, and the other reaſons aforeſaid, ſhall obtain the ſame juſtice or favour, 

WE. 1 F The Patentees do humbly conceive,that the ſaid Letters Patents which were granted for and towards the maintaining ot Hoſpitals and for other pious and charitable uſes, 

3 ovghtaccording toreaſon and equity to be allowed, as well as theaforeſaid Letters Patents which were granted towards che maintaining of the Free- ſchool at St, Albans, 


14, That the Honourable Houſe of Commons in their former Seſsiqn was pleaſed to referre the Petition of the Patentees (then preſented) unto a Committee, who made 
report that the Petitioners had juſt cauſe of grievance, and ought to be relieved, 


I5, That thereupon the ſaid Honourable Houſe in regard they could not then by the Orders and Rules thereof, repeal any part of an A& madein the ſame Seſsion; for a 
preſent Expedient chought fit torecommend the Petition and Caſe of the Petitioners unto his Majeſty, as worthy of his Princely confideration and relief; And three of the 


Members of that Honourable Houſe by Order thereof did attend his Majeſty with the ſame; and his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to anſiver them that he would take the 
Petitioners Caſe into his ſpeciall conſideration, 


Y * T8 his Majeſty intending the Patenrees ſhould enjoy the benefit of their Letters Patents, and ſome of the preſent Agents, Commiſsioners and Farmers of the WineZ 
enſes then 


: reſenting a Petition unto his Majeſty, whereia they offered to allow all the ſaid Letters Patents, his Majeſty was pleaſed to referre the (aid Petition unto his 
Can Higha 4 the _ of York, toward whoſe ſupport aad maintenance his Majeſty had been plaſed toaſzigne all the Rents and Revenues 1rifing out of, or by reaſon of 
ine-Licenſes, 


_ 17, Thereuponcertain Articles of Agreement were concluded and executed between his Royal Higneſs, and the preſent Agents, Commiſioners and Farmers : whereby ic 
Is — other things agreed and concluded, That none of the Patentees ſhould be queſtioned, ſued, moleſted, or troubled by them the ſaid Agents, Commaiſsioners and Far- 
mers, their or any of their Deputies, Agents, or Aſsignes, for, or by reaſon of their retailing of Wines in purſuance of their reſpeRive Letters Patents : And further, by the 
ſaid Articles, it is agreed, That his Majeſties Royal Proclamation ſhould be procured, commanding all perfons but the Patentees, ro compound and perfe& their Agreements 
for Licenſes by a certain time, with the ſaid Commiſsioners, ; 

18, Thatin purſuance of the ſaid Agreement made between his Royal Highneſs, and the preſent Agents, Commiſcioners and Farmers, the Commiſsion granted to the for- 
mer Agents was called in, and a Commiſion was granted by his Majeſty in or about the Moneth of Fune laſt, unto the preſent Agents, Commiſsioners and Farmers, who 
mereupon entred upon the management of the ſaid Wine-Licenſes, and his Majeſties Royal Proclamation iſſued out ſoon after, according tothe tenor of the ſaid Articles, 


.19, That his Majeſty having granted all Artearsof Rents growing due fince the AR of Indemnity, upon the ſaid Letters Patents, unto two of the preſent Agents, Com- 
miſsioners and Farmers; ſeveral of the Patentees have paid their Arrears of Rents unto them accordingly : And the ſaid Agents, Commiſsioners and Farmers, declared and 
Rome unto ſome of the Patentees, that the (aid Letters Parents ſhould beallowed and madegood, and direRed them to give notice to as many other perſons concernedas 
they could, Thar all their reſpeRive Letters Patents ſhould be allowed and made good, 


on Nevertheleſs the preſent Agents, Commiſsioners and Farmers co refuſe to allow the ſaid Letteis Patents,pretending they are diſannulled and made void by alate A& of 
Ullament; and havetroubled and ſued ſeveral of the Patentees for retailing of Wines in purſuance of theit ſaid Letters Patents, and have by their Under- Agents and Meflen- 
My hoon ſeveral of the Patentees to give Bonds of great penalty, to appear before them the ſaid Agents, Commiſsioners and Farmers, at their Office on a certain da 


; epart thence without their Licenſe; And have threarned, contrary tothe Laws of the Realm,to ſeize upon the perſons of ſeveral of the Patentees unleſs they wo 
Mer 1nto ſuch Bonds, and pay unto them very unreaſonable and unlzwfu)l ſummesof money demanded of them, which for quietneſs ſake they have paid moreor lefs, | Lore 
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REASONS Humbly Offered to the Honourable 
the Commons of England in Parliament Aſſembled, 
againſt the Intended Bill for 121. per Tun upon Wines : 
By the Company of Coopers, London. 


WeAH AT whereas by the great Duty already laid up- 
WEE on Wines, there is not Half the Importation, nor 
$=FW conſequently Half the Conſumption as was before 

WATRS the War with France ; Now if this AQ ſhould 

3, it would be in the Nature of a Prohibition ; 
Se 1o that not Half of what is now, will be Imported 
OY SE ER for the time to come ; whereby not only Their 
FU/Z= YER) Majeſties Duty of Cuſtoms will be very much re- 
| duced, but that part of the Trade which relates 
to the Cooperage of Wines will be almoſt wholly loſt. 


IT. That (ince the Prohibition of French Wines the Company of Coopers 
have been-much employed in making and fitting of empty Cask, to be Ex- 
ported to Spain and Portugal, but eſpecially to Portugal, for bringing in of 
Wines, that Countrey being not able to ſupply them with Cask tor the 
ſame ; who if this A& ſhould paſs, would utterly loſe that Benefic allo ; 
which hath been a means to ſupply themſelves and their Families in this 
time of Dead Trading, Scarcity and Dearnels of all Proviſions. 


ITI. Whereas many of the ſaid Company are great Traders in Wines, and 
deal with Inakeepers and Countrey Cuſtomers, their ſaid Countrey Chap- 
men have already made a very little Conſumption ſince theſe Wars, in re- 
gard that Wines are at ſo high a Price already : And if this At ſhould paſs, 
Wines muſt conſequeatly He ſo much the dearer, that Gentlemen and Tra- 
vellers will not go tothe Price, and ſo the Trade in the Countrey will be 
utterly loſt. And this the ſaid Company have the greater reaſon to believe, 
becauſe ſeveral of their Countrey Chapmen have _—_ given Order not 
to renew their Wine-Licenſes for any further Term, altho this is the uſual 
time for renewing the ſame. 


IV. That if the Premiles aboveſaid be true, then Their Majeſties will 
not only loſe in Their Cuſtoms and Wine-Licenſes z but molt of the Coun- 
trey Innkeepers will be ruin'd and undone, if the ſaid Coopers ſhould draw 
their Stocks out of their hands ( as they mult be neceſſitated to do » who 
have been ſo greatly impoveriſhed by Quartering of Soldiers in the late 
Reign. 


That the Paſſing this Bill tends to the Ruin of the Coopers Trade, with 
many Hundred Families, and the utter Deſtruction of a Company ſo uſeful 
and neceſſary at Land, and to Their Majeſties Navy at Sea. 


And »: Au 'tis humbly hoped the Bill will not paſs this Hoywourable 
Houſe. | 


REASONS humbly offered to the Honourable the 
Commonsof England, in Parliament Aſſembled, againſt 
the Intended Bill for 12/7. 125. per Tun upon W incs. 


By the Company of Coopers, London. PY 


[. HAT whereas bythe greatDuty already laid upon Wines, 
there is not half che Importation, nor conſequently halt 
the Conſumption as was before the War with France. 
Now, if this A&t ſhould paſs, ic would be in the Na- 
ture of a Prohibition, ſo that not half of what is now, will be Im- 

orted for the time to come ; whereby nor only His Majeſty's Duty 
of Cuſtoms will be very much reduced ; but that part of the Trade , 
which relates to the Cooperage of Wines will be almoſt wholly loſt. 

II. Thar fince the Prohibition of French Wines, the Company of 
Coopers have been much employed in Making and Fitting of Empry 
Cask, to be Exported to Spain and Portugal , &c. but eſpecially to 
Portugal for bringing in of Wines, that Country being not able to 
ſupply them wich Cask for the ſame; who, if chis A& ſhould pals, 
would utterly loſe that Benefit allo; which hath been a means to 
ſupply themſelves, and their Families, in this time of dead Trading, 
Scarcity and Dearnels of all Proviſions. 

Il. Whereas many of the ſaid Company are great Traders in Wines, 
and Deal with Inn-keepers and Country-Cuſtomers ; their ſaid Coun- 
try-Chapmen have already made a very little Conſumption fince 
theſe Wars, in regard that Wines are at ſo high a Price already : And 
if this Act ſhould paſs, Wines muſt conſequently be ſo much the 
dearer, that Gentlemen and Traveilers will not go to the Price; and 
ſo the-Trade in the Country will be utterly loſt. And this the ſail 
Company have the greater Reaſons to believe, becauſe ſeveral of their 
Country-Chapmen have already given order not to renew their Wine- 
Licenfes for any further Term, altho this is the uſual time for rene w- 
ing the ſame. 

"TV. That the Premiſles conſidered, His Majeſty will not only loſe 
in his Cuſtoms and Wine-Licenſe; but moſt of che Country Inn- 
keepers will be ruined and undone, if the {aid Wine-Traders ſhould 
draw their Stocks out of their Hands, which they will be neceſlicared 
to do, they having been ſo greatly [mpoveriſhed, eſpecially fince the 
Quarrtering of Soldiers, wanting their Subſiſtence, lies ſo heavy upon 
them. Beſides the great Prejudice that may be to the Kingdom ia 
hindring che Vending the Native Commodities, and that of Newfound- 
land, and the other Fiſheries. 

Thar the Paſſing this Bill cends to the Ruin of the Cooper's Trade, 
with many hundreds of Families, and to the utter Deſtruction of a 
Company ſo uſeful and neceſſary at Land, and to His Majeſty's Navy 
at SEA, 


And therefore 'tis hambly hoped the Bill will not paſs this Flonourable Houſe. 


| Company of Goopers 
REASON S$S. 
Againſt the 


Duty upon Wines. 


Some REASONS Humbly Offered to the 
Honourable Houſe f COMMONS, 
againſt laying a furiher Duty of 121. 1 2:5. 
per T on upon all Wines in Retailers hands. 


IM 


I OR that by Reaſon of the Wat, and the Great Duty al- 
ready upon Wine, the Price 1s ſo Exceſſive that the Retailer 


finds very great Difficulty to pay the Merchant, the Kings 
Taxes, and ſupport his Charge. 


II. That fince the Price hath been ſo Exceſſive, the Country Trade, 
which was a great help to the Retailers of London, hath been in great 


meaſure loſt ; and in Caſe a further Duty be laid upon it, the fame 
w1ll be wholly loſt. 


II. That ſhould the Duty be laid upon the Retailers, very few of 
them are able to raiſe Ready Money to pay the ſame : And ſhould 
they become bound to the King, no Merchant would adventure to 
Truſt them, after they were under ſuch Obligation. And without a 
Credit from the Merchant it is impoſſible for the Yintner to carry on his 


Trade, but ſeveral of them muſt fink under it, and periſh with their 
whole Families. 


IV. That if the Wine Trade be thus over-burthened with this fur- 
ther Duty, it will unavoidably lefſen the Conſumption ; the Conſes 
quence of which will be the hindrance of the Importation, by which 
the King will loſe more in His Cuſtoms, than he will get by the Duty 1 


For the Conſumption is the Intereſt both of the King and Kingdom j 
and whatſoever hinders that is an Injury to both, 


V. For that this is not the Concern of the Vintners alone, but of 
the Whole Nation : For if the Wine Trade be deſtroyed, as here it 
is in danger to be, or at leaſt very much diſcouraged, + thoſe vaſt 
Quantities of Cloth, Stuffs, Serges and Bayes, and all other Engliſh 
Manufactures, which uſed to be Yearly Exported to Spain, Portugal, 


: and elſewhere, will lye in the Makers hands, and ſo Thouſands of 
Families will periſh for want of Imploy. 


All which is Humbly Offered to the Conſoderation of this 


Honourable Houſe ; And their Relief berein moſt Hum- 
bly Implored. 


A PROPOSAL to raiſe more equal-. 
ly, a certain Sum, than what can be ex- 
pected from a Duty of 12 1. per Tun, 


upon all Wines in Merchants and Retail- 
VS Hands. 312 


[ 


HAT a Tax be laid, cicher upon Soap or 
Candles, for every Family to pay to the King 
{1x Pence per Pound, according to the Rent 
of their Houſes. 

II. That all Lodgers that Rent any Rooms or Cham- 
bers by the Quarter, or for any longer Time, or ſhall 
continue above a Quarter of a Year at any one Place, 
ſhall pay the ſaid ſix Pence per Pound, according to 
their Rent. 


[IL That all Cottages, under 3 /. per annum, ſhall 
be exempted. 

IV. That all Families that pay no Rent, but dwell 
in their own Houſes, their Houſes ſhall be moderately 
rated according to others. 

This Tax will fall equal upon all Men in general, 
and may eaſily be colle&ed Quarterly, with a ſmall 
Charge to the King, by the ſame Aſſeſſors and Re- 
ceivers that are appointed for other Taxes, and ma 
very well be laid in lieu of the Wine; for it will, by a 
modeſt Compuration, bring in about Two hundred and 
and fifty thouſand Pound per annum, to the Hurt of no 
body, whereas that upon the W ines, will prove, cer- 
tainly the Deſtruction of that Trade ; for it will leſſen 
the Conſumption extreamly, which will be the Ruine 
of ſeveral Merchants, and a great Number of Vintners, 
| and will fall very hard upon theſe, as Coopers, Car- 
men, and Porters, and leflen conſiderably our Shipping 


and Navigation, and the exporting of our own Manu- 
facures. 


A PROPOSAL vt raiſe more equal-. 
ly, a certain Sum, than what can be ex- 


pefted from a Duty of 121. per Tun, 
upon all Wines in Merchants and Retail- 
eVS Hands. 312. 


L HAT a Tax be laid, either upon Soap or 
Candles, for every Family to pay to the King 
ſix Pence per Pound, according to the Rent 

of their Houſes. 

II. That all Lodgers that Rent any Rooms or Cham- 
bers by the Quarter, or for any longer Time, or ſhall 
continue above a Quarter of a Year at any one Place, 
ſhall pay the ſaid fix Pence per Pound, according to 
their Rent. 


[IL That all Cottages, under 3 /. per annum, ſhall 
be exempted. 

IV. That all Families that pay no Rent, but dwell 
in their own Houſes, their Houſes ſhall be moderately 
rated according to others. 

This Tax will fall equal upon all Men in general, 
and may eaſily be colle&ed Quarterly, with a ſmall 
Charge to the King, by the ſame Aſſeſſors and Re- 
ceivers that are appointed for other Taxes, and ma 
very well be laid in lieu of the Wine; for it will, by a 
modeſt Computation, bring in about Two hundred and 
and fifty thouſand Pound per annum, to the Hurt of no 
body, whereas that upon the W ines, will prove, cer- 
tainly the Deſtruction of that Trade ; for it will leſſen 
the Conſumption extreamly, which will be the Ruine 
of ſeveral Merchants, and a great Number of Vintners, 
and will fall very hard upon theſe, as Coopers, Car- 
men, and Porters, and leflen conſiderably our Shipping 


and Navigation, and the exporting of our own Manu- 
factures. 


43 


REASONS 


Humbly Offered te the D 
HonourableHouſe of Commons, 


Why no farther Duty or Exciſe be laid upon Wines. 


I. HAT moſt of the Wines now Imported are of the Growth 


and Domunions of Spain and Portugal, Friends and Alieys to 
the Crown of Englazd. 


IT. That they are the Product of Engliſh ManufaQtures 
entirely. 


NI. 'That the Dominions of Spaiz and Portugal give Conſumption to the 
ereateft part of our Engliſh ManutaQtures, viz. Bayes, Sayes, Serges, Porpetu- 
ances, Cloth, Kerſyes, Hoſe, Hats ; All forts of Normich-Stufſs, Welch-Cortons, 
and Plaines, and many other Commodities, 


IV. That the Duty on Wine is already, 18 /. per Tun. For which Reaſon, 
the Trade with great difficulty bears it, 


V. That on the Spaniſh Wines there is generally Loſt every Year, and more- 
efpcciallyjche laſt, in the Canary-Trade, to the Value of 3oooo. /. 


' VI. That the Portage! Wines proving generally bad this Year, and more Im- 

ported, and Coming, then can be Conſumed, will occaſion a Lof in the Gene- 

ral, ofar leaſt 4 /. per Tun, and on particular Perſons, from 16 to 24 1. where- 
by not onely the Fraight of 8 and 10/. per Tun, but the Principal is Loſt. 


VII. That this extraordinary Duty of 12 /. per Tun now intended to be laid, 
will lefſen,inſtead of Augmenting the Rings Cuſtoms, for the higher any Commo- 
dity is rais'd, the conſumption will be the leſs, and Conia the Importation 
leſſer, which will have a double Influence; not only on this now intended Duty, 
but on the old too, and this Branch of the Revennue ſinking ; how far it will 
Poſt-pone the Loanes on Wine and Vinegar, may be worth Enquiry. 


VIII. That it will put the Spariards and Portugues on doing the like on our 


ManufaCtures, or which may be worſe, Prohibit their Importation, by ſetting 
up Manufactures of their own, ; 


IX. That if we do not Import the Fruites of Spain and Portugal, they cannot 
buy our ManufaCtures ; ſo both muſt ſink, the Revenue of the Crown be loſt, 
and the Poor imployed in both Kingdoms undone. 


XR. That 


[2] 


X. That the laying the Great Duty on Brazil Sugars, was a Total Pro- 
Inbition of that Commodity ; and gave occaſion for the King of Portugal 
to Prohibit the Importation of Cloth, and other Goods into his Donuni- 


ONns. 


XI. That the Wine Traders in the City of London, where the greateſt 
part of the Wines are Imported, are but a 100 Men, on whom this hea 
Tax of 1400007. per Anpum will fall ; and by that, and the great Credit 
they give the Vintners, they will be incapacitated to 'Irade. 


XII. "Thar to lay it on the Vintners, is equally the ſame thing ; for they 
being generally in Merchants Debts, cannot be able to pay it. More eſpe- 
cially, being liable to the King's Extent; can have no turther Credit, and 


it will have the diſmal efte& ro ruin and undo molt of the Merchants and 
Vintaers. 


XIII. That the Merchants, Propoſers of this ProjeQt , being deſi:;n*d Far- 
mers, will firſt Ruin the Fair Traders, and afterwards Monopoluc the lit- 
tle Trade remaining to themſelves. 


XIV. - That with this new intended Duty the Cuſtom will be 3o /. per Tun, 
and give encouragement to the Corruption of Officers to defraud the yet 
his Cuſtoms, and ſteal the whole Duty; a PraQtice formerly uſed by ſome 
I!l Men. 


XV. That if this new Duty ſhould be laid, it will force Merchants to 
ſend many of the Ships ( now expeQtcd home ) to Holland, Hambargh, and 
the Baltick, where little or no Duty is paid; which they will the rather 
chooſe to do, than to Import here, to pay this heavy Duty, which muſt 
be 'trute? on ſuch uncertain terms to the Vintners; and to this end, ſome 
Orders are gone to the Dowss and other Ports already. 


To Sum up all, it will endanger the Trade itſelf; for if this heavy Du- 
ty is aid, and a Peace with Fraxce ſhould enſue, ic will be a means to 
introduce the Frexch Wine-Trade again ; and throw out that of the Span; 
and Portzgai/, to the great Damage of this Nation ; for the Proje& it 
from thoſe intended Farmers, looks like a French Trick, and inſtead of ad- 
vancing the King's Revenue, will really leflen it. cj 


Therefore it is humbly hoped, The Honourable Houſe of Commons will 
not ſuffer the Bill to pals. 


RKEASUNS 


Humbly Offered againſt Reducing the Duty 


of Low Wines from Foreign Materials. 
bY 


HE Act of the Second of his Preſent Majeſly's Reign for the Encourage- 

ment of Tillage, laid a Duty of 8. per Gallon on all Low Wines from 

Foreign Materials, and but 1 d. per Gallon on Low Wines from Corn. 

This great Difference in that Duty encouraged ſeveral Perſons to erect 

Diflilling-Houſes; and were at great Coſt and Charges to Diftil from Malted Corn 
only. 

The Reducing the Duty of Foreign Materials to 4 4. per Gallon, and keeping 
up the Duty of r 4. per Gallon upon Low Wines from Corn, will have the follow- 
ing Eſtes upon the Nation in general, as well as upon the Malt Diſtiller in par- 
ticular. 


Firſt, The Malt Diſtillers muſt loſe the Benefit of all thoſe, Utenſils which they 
erected and prepared for Diſtilling Cotn, and Diſtil Molofſus, or elſe not work till 
there is ſuch a diflerence between the Price of Malt and Foreign Materials, as the 
Reduction of 4 d. per Gallon on the Low Wines will amount to. For as the Du- 
ty at preſent is, there is but 6 /. per Tun difference in the Price of Spirit. And if 
4 d. per Gallon is taken off the Low Wines, that will be 8 /.8 s. per Tun ; which 
will make Moloſſus Spirit cheaper than Corn ; and then no Man can Diſtil from 
Corn; and how much that will be to the Intereſt of the Landed Men of England, 
is left to them to judge. For it is evident, that nothing but. the Difference in the 
Duty, can give Encouragement to Diſtil from Malt ; which was the Opinion of 
thoſe who made that Ac for the Good of the Country. And whatever Argu- 
ments they were that inclined the Parliament to make ſuch a Difference in the Du- 
ty, they are flill in force : For the Country ought now to be as much encoura- 
ged as ever: And if this Act pals, it will be as certain a Prohibition of Diſtil- 
ling from Corn, as it the late Act, which allowed an half Quantity, had forbid the 
Ulſe of any at all. 

The Plantations will not receive any great Bene*t neither : For the Reducing 
the Duty of Low Wines {rom all Foreign Materials, will give a Liberty for 
Men to Diftil from Wines, Lces, Figs, Raiſins, Currans : And there is a 
long &c. that Men will prefer even to Sugar and Moloſſus. For the Difſtiller once 
prohibited the uſe of Malt, has no other Inconvenience than the firſt loſs of his 
Brewing Vellcls, and then can Diſlil from other Materials as well as any, and cer- 
tainly will take to the more Profitable. Therefore, for the Good of Erg/and in 
general, and to preſerve our ſelves from the Diſadvantage of a Trade in French 
Brandy, it is humbly Propoſed, That 


The preſent Duty on French Brandy be kept up. 


That all Low Wines from Foreign Macterials, not of the Growth 
of our Colonies, be 8 d. per Gallon. 


That all Low Wincs from Materials of the Growth of the Co- 
| lonies, be 6d. per Gallon. 


Thar all Low Wines from EFnglijh Materiils be free from Duty of 
Exciſe. 


REASONS 


Againſt Reducing the Duty 
of LOW WINES from 
Foreign Materials. 


Some REASONS Humbly offered 
to the Honourable the Houſe of 
COMMONS, agaznft laying 
a Duty of Exciſe upon the Wines 
in the Retailers Hands. PTL 


I. OR that by reaſon of the War, and the Great Duty already 
upon Wine, the Price is ſo Exceſſive that the Retailer finds 


you difficulty to Pay the Merchant, the Kings Taxes, and 
upport his Charge. 


II. That ſince the Price hath been ſo Exceſſive, the Countrey Trade, 
which was a great help to the Retailers of Lozdoz, hath been in great 
meaſure loſt, and in caſe an Excile be laid upon it the ſame will be wholly 


loſt. 


TIT. That ſhould the Duty be laid upon the Retailers, very few of them 
are able to raiſe ready Money to pay the ſame, and ſhould they become 
bound to the King, no Merchant would adventure to tru(t them after rhey 
were under ſuch Obligation, and without a Credit from the Merchant it 
is impoſſble for the Vintner to carry on his Trade, but ſeveral of them 
muſt ſink under it, and periſh with their whole Families. 


IV. That if the Wine Trade be thus over-burthen'd with an Exciſe, it 
will unavoidably leſſen the Conſumption. 

The Conſequence of which will be the hindrance of the Importation, 
by which the King will loſe more in his Cuſtomes than he will get by the 
Exciſe, the vaſt Charge of ColleQting the ſaid Duty conſidered. 


V. For that this is not the Concern of the Vintners only, but the whole 
Nation ; for if the Wine Trade be deſtroyed, as here it is in danger to be, 
or at leaſt very much diſcouraged, thoſe valt Quantities of Cloath, Stuffs, 
Searges and Bayes, &c. which uſe to be youry Exported to Spain and 

Sz 


Portugal, will lie on our Merchants Hands, and Thouſands of Families 
periſh for want of Employ. 


VI. That ſhould the Duty be Farmed by ſome of the Wine Merchants, 
they will in a little time exclude the reſt from the Trade; for when the 
Retailer is under an Obligation to them for the Duty, which is in the nature 
of a Judgment, he muſt be compelled to buy of the Farmers at their own 
Rates, or run the hazard of being ruined by an Extent ; And ſo will the 
Farmers Monopolize the whole Trade to themſelves ; and thus the Subje&t 


will be greatly oppreſ$d to raiſe a great Advantage to the Farmer, not to 
the King. | 


REASONS againſt 
Laying an Exciſe upon 
Wine in the Retailers 
Hands. 


REASON S humbly offered to the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, by the Clothiers of Eflex, viz, 
Colcheſter, Coxhall, Bocking, Braintree, 
Witham, and the Towns adjacent, againit the in= 
tended Additional Duty to be laid upon Wines. 


I. S our Bays, Says, Perpetuanos, &-c. go Nine Tenths 

A of them to Portugal and Spain, if a new Impoſliti- 
| on be laid upon Wines, the King of Portugal 
(we cannot but reaſonably expe) then will prohibit our 
ManufaQutez having had an inſtance of the like 3 which 
will prove fatal to us as the ſtagnation of the Blood. 

2. It will totally deſtroy the Woollen ManufaQtury of 
Eſſex, for 50 or 60000 Families, as Spinſters, Weavers, and 
Combers, who are employed therein ; and have no other Em. 
ployments whereby to get a livelyhood, will be inevitably all 
Ruined, by reaſon thoſe Tradeſmen who employ the Poor , 
will be forced to lay by their Trades. 

3- Whien theſe Familirs have no Employment, the Lands 
of the County cannot maintain the Poor ; and what the Poor 
will do for maintenance, we humbly Pray the Wiſdom of this 
Houſe to take into their Confideration. 
 4- We humbly Pray, That if the Wiſdom of this Houſe 
will lay a new Impofition upon Wines ; That thoſe Farmers 
may be obliged upon the Penalty of : 00000 [. or give ſuch 
Security as this Honourable Houſe ſhall think fit, to buy thoſe 
Goods thatare now upon Tradeſmens hands, at ſuch Rates as 
the Merchants at this time will give, and oblige themſelves 
to buy the ſame quantities of our ManufaQure for Four 
Years enſuing, as has heen fold for Four Years laſt paſt, to 
prevent the Ruine of ſo many Thouſand Families. 

5. Webelieve by the Importation of Spaniſh and Portugal 
Wines, &xc. ſince the Prohibition of French Wines, exc. the 
Exportation of all our ManufaQuries have been near one 
Third part increaſed; which hath the better enabled us chear- 
tully to bear our proportion of Taxes, ec. in the carrying 
on the preſent War hitherto, which we can give no other 
Reaſon for, but from the Benefit the Native SubjeQs of Spair 
and Portugal reap, by our Merchants bringing Returns, in the 
Fruits of thoſe Countries, which formerly came from France ; | 
and were not the Produc of our ManufaQuries, but of our 
Momies. 


_ — . — —__ _ __ — 
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Humbly - Offered to the | 


Houſe of Commons; 
WHY | A 
No farther Duty or Exciſe be laid upon Wines. 


Honourable 


I. HAT moſt of the Wines now Imported are of the Growth 
| and Dominions of Spain and Portugal, Friends and Allics to 
'the Crown of England. L 

11. That the Dominigns of Spain and Portugal give Conſump- 

rion to the greateſt part of our Engliſh ManufaCtures, viz. Bayes, 

Sayes, Serges, Perpetuanes, Cloth, Kerſyes, Hoſe, Hats: All forts of Norwich- 

Stuffs, Welch-Cottons, Plaines: Lead, Tin, and Fiſh; from England, If#land, and 

Newfound Land, and many otter Commodities. And the Returns we make, ire not 

only Wines, &c. but alſo Bullion ; Which we humbly conceive, as the State of the 

Nation is art preſent, may be worthy of your Conſideration ; ſince not only the Ex- 
por *::ion, but Importation, is fo abſolutely neceſſary tor the good of this Kingdom: 
. 111, That the Duty on Wine is already, 18/7. per Tun. For which Reaſon, the 

rad: with great difficulty bears it. | ; 

| V- Thar-this' extraordinary Duty of 12 /, 12 s. per Tun now intended to be 
laid, will lefſen, inſtead ot Augmenting the King's Cuſtoms; for the higher anv 
Commodiy 1s raiſed, the Conſumption will be the leſs,- and conſequently the 
Importation leſſer, which will have a double Influence; not only on this now 
intended Duty, but on the old too, and this Branch of the Revenue ſinking , 
how far jt will Poſt-pone the Loans on Wine and Vinegar, may be w6rth Enquiry, 

V. That it will put -the Spaniards and Portugues on doing the like on our 
Manufactures, or which may be worſe, Prohibite their Importation, by ſetting * 
vp MzinufaQures of their own: Mw. ; o:* | 

VI. That if we do not Import the Fruits of Spain and Portuzal, they cannot 
buy our Manufa@tures ; fo both muſt ſink, the Revenue of the Crown be loſt, 
and the Peor imployed in both Kingdoms, undone. "_ %, 

VIL-That the laying the Great Duty on Brazil Sugars, was a Total Pro- 
hibirion of that Commodity, and gave occaſion for the King of Portugal to 
Prohibit the Importation of Clorh, and other Goods into his Dominions. 

'VIII. Thatthe Wine Traders inthe City of Loydon, where the greateſt part of 
- the Wines are Imported, are but a Hundred Men, on whom this heavy Tax will 

fall ; and by that, and the great Credit they give the Vintners, they will be inca- 
pacirated to Trade. | | | 

IX. That to lay it on the Vintrers, is equally the ſame thing, or worſe; for they 
being generally in Merchants Debts, cannot be able to bay it: More eſpecially, 
being liable to the King's Extent, can have no further Credit, and it will have 
the diſmal efteC&t ro ruin and undo mgſt of the . Merchants and Vintners. 

X. That if this new Duty ſhould be laid, it will force Merchants to ſend 
many of 'the Ships (now expected home) to Hollanz, Hamburgh, ind the Bal- 
rick, where little or no Duty is paid on Wine, which they will the rather chooſe 
to do, than to import here, to pay«this heav 


| y Duty, which muſt te truſicd on 
ſuch uncertain Terms to- the Vintnets. | | 


XI. To ſumm up all, ir will Ruin'theTrade' and Ie{len Navigation: whicly 


mnſt be fatal ro'the Kingdom in general, though at preſent it only threatens Mer- | 
chants, Clothiers and. Vintners. 


Therefore it is Humbly Hoped the ZHonourable. Fouſe of Commons will not 
{uffer the Bul to Pals. 


m4 


REASONS humbly Offer'd to the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, by the "Tobacco and 
Wine Merchants, againſt Payment of Intereſt 
for the Time paſt on their Bonds at the Cuſtom- 


bouſe, where the Principal is paid. ,,. © 


I. HEN the Duties on Tobacco and Wines were firft advanced, 
this Honourable Houſe was or the better to enable the 


Merchants to import large Quantities (as an Expedient) to 
order that Credit ſhould be given, for part of the Duties on Bonds at the 
Cuſtom-houſe ; on which, even in Times of Peace, and when the Duties 
were not half ſo high as they now are, Intereſt was never exa&ted ; nor 
doth the Law impoſe any on the Merchants, but what ariſeth upon the 
Penalty of the Bond. 

II. The Duties on Tobacco were payable at 3, 9, and 18 Months, 
which occaſioned a great Part of the Intereſt now demanded ; but that is 
prevented for the Time to come by an A& paſſed laft Parliament, which 
made all the Duties payable at 18 Months. 

III. The Tobacco Traders, on Exportation, are intituled to draw back 
the Half Sudfidy, and whatſoever Duties they paid down at Importation ; 
and their Debentures are generally from 4 to 6 Months paſſing the ſeveral 
Offices of the Cuſtom-houſe, during which Time no Conſideration is given 
them ; but were Intereſt allow'd, it would amount to a much larger Sum 
than 15 now demanded, 

IV. A conſiderable Part of the Intereft now demanded ariſeth on Bonds, 
where the Principals have become either dead or inſolvent, and their Secu- 
rities with much difficulty have paid the principal Debt ; but ſhould they 
be forced to pay the Intereſt alſo, it would utterly ruin many Widows'and 
others, who otherwiſe would become uſeful and profitable "Traders to the 
Crown. "IS; 

V. The Merchants in the late Wars ſuſtained great Loſſes, ſometimes 
their Effet being taken by the Enemy, and very often Perſons breaking 
in their Debts, who not only run away with the prime Coſt, Freight, and 
Charges of the Goods, but alſo with the high Duties, which the Merchants 
had either paid or ſecured. 

VI. The Bonds now ſtanding out againſt the 1/me Merchants were 
chiefly given during the late War, when the Exigences of the Government 
ſo hindred them from regular Convoys, that great Quantities of their Wines 
have been ſo decay'd, that they have not been worth the Cuſtom paid for 
them; and for want of their Returns home, they were put under great 
Difficulties for the Payment of the principal Money ; which hath been 
chiefly done by Certificates and Debentures due on the Exportation of 

g Corn, and Manufactures, on which the Crown allow'd no Intereſt, al- 
tho' they were as long due as the Bonds they diſcharged. 


_ 


It is therefore kumbly hoped, that this Honourable Houſe will relicue 
the ſaid Merchants im the Premiſes. 


REASONS 
| Humbly Offered by the 
| Tobacco and Wine Merchant "% f 


| AGAINST q 
Payment of Intereſt f 

- On their BONDS at the. 
ton -houſe, oe. —_ 


MX JG h <5 ran at;6 


LI 
- *o$ 


- 
PA — a” 
"© X PT> Lo” 
a _ 58 ”  . 


——_— w ww 
a ” o 
w + 2 . , 
_ . 
mY Bao , » 
\ 4 
4 +. of * *4%% 
—_—_ «4s. * A þ 9 
Choo perfor Tyco an 


4” * - . 
es and Ew 


AAAS 


C} 


REASONS 


FOR 


Repealing the Prohibition of 
French - Wines. ,, 


E 5 HIS Prohibition was well-intended to impoveriſh and weaken 


our Enemies, the Conſumption of Claret being then chiefly iti 

our Iſland ; bur in rhis we find our Diſappointment ; for now all. 

the Nations of Europe, except our ſelves, Trade with France 
for Wines, and have taken ſo good a Liking to them, that even the Al- 
lowance of the Importation at the old Duty, can never bring rhem to the 
former Price here. 

Great Quantities of Burdeaux-Wines have been imported from Spain and 

Portugal, and from the South-Parts of Fraxce, by way of Leghorn, and 
other Parts of 7raly into England; all which pay only the Durtics of Wines 
of the Growth of Spain, Portugal, or Italy, which is a Fraud on the 
Crown, and Diſcouragement to thoſe who have lent Money on thar 
Fund. 
Other great Quantities of French-Wines have been brought to us 
from Holland and Flanders by Stealth, at extravagant Prices, though mixc 
or adulterated; for all which, Ready-Money is carried out of this Na- 
tion. 

Till the late War and Prohibitions with France , that Country took. 
oft vaſt Quantities of our Woollen-ManufaCtures and Fiſh cured at home, 
as well as Newfoundland-Fiſh; ſince which, the Neceflitics of the War 
have ſet the French 'on the Woollen-Weaving and Newfoundland-Fiſhery. 
And how much more injurious Prohibitions of Trade with France have 
been to this Nation, is unfit to be told. 

Bur ſure it is, That the bringing French-Wines diretly to England, 
will be for the Benefit of the Crown, the Safety, Health, and Pleaſure, 
of the Subject, and yet at much cheaper Prices ; and the Trade to France 
| will not leſs encourage Shipping and encreaſe Seamen, than to Portugal ; 
the Voyage from Scotland being as long ; and Experience ſhews us, that 
| there is no ſuch Encrcaſe of Seamen as in the Collieries and Home- 
Fiſheries. | 

The great Number of Running Gallies, by a printed Paper, pretended 
to be employed in the Wine-Trade to the Streights, &c. are a ſort of 
Veſſels which have broke many of their Owners, Freighters, and Inſu- 
rers, and have more enrich'd our Enemies than our Selves; not many 
eſcaping being taken by the French. 


Note , This Nation took all the Wines Portugal could ſend, when the 
Trade with France was open ; but the now Neutral Countries did 
not then ſend us ſuch Quantities of Wine. And Portugal cannot com- 
plain, ſince by the intended AR, the French Wines are to pay more 
than double their Cuſtoms. 

Note, Alſo, That if the French wanted Cuſtomers for their Wines , 
they would not avoid Trading for the Ready-Money the Dutch uſed 
to bring; and yet we hope the Occaſions they have for our Tinn, 
Tobacco, &c. (the Growth of this Iſland and our Plantations ) 
will encline them to commute with us, and doybrleſs be to our 
Advantage. 


REASONS 


FOR 


French W I NES... 


REASONS 
Humbly Offer d 


AGAINST OPENING A 


Trade with FRANCE for 
ME S3 


L S The Trade to Portuga! and the Srreights hath Manifeſtly En- 
A creas'd to a very great Heighth, by the Prohibition of French 
Wines, ſo muſt it neceſfarily dwindle again into a very ſmall 


Trade, if that Prohibition be raken off. 


II. Portugal, Spain and Italy take off very Large Quantities of our Wool- 
len Manufactures and Fiſh, which by Experience, hath been found, France, 
for a long Time, hath not done bur, on the contrary, hath Diſcourag'd : 
Whereas the Conſumption of our ManuftaCtures in thoſe Parts hath greatly 
Encreasd, in Proportion to the large Quantities of Wine taken from them, 


this Conſumption muſt again proportionably Decline, as our Trading with 
them tor Wines ſhall Leſſen. 


III. The Trade to Newfoundland and New-England for Fiſh, Depends chiefly 
upon, and is Supported, by the Trade to Portugal and the Srreights, which it 
will be impoſſible ro Carry on, or Continue, were it not for the Freights back 
to England, with Wines brought from thoſe Countries ; for, if the Wine Trade 
to thoſe Parts ceaſe, the Ships muſt come back moſtly Dead Freighted, 
there not being other Commodities in thoſe Parts ſufficient for their Lading, ir 


being the Encouragement of the Freights Home with Wines, which Enables the 
Merchants to drive thoſe Trades. 


IV. Notwithſtanding the great Quantities of Wine which are brought from 
Portugal and the Srreights, our Exports to thoſe Parts greatly exceeds our Im- 
ports from thence; fo thar great Sums are Annually Return'd Home. 


V. In the Trade to Leghorn only, There are above One Hundred Sail of 
Running Galleys, Annually Employ'd, all which upon the Wine 
Trade; whereas a very few Ships, by Reaſon of the Shortneſs of their 
Voyages, will be ſufficient to bring large Quantities of Wines from France 
ſo that Opening the Trade with Fraxce for Wine, muſt conſequently prove a 
great &+ a5 to our Fiſherizs at Home and Abroad, which are known to 


be the Nurſeries of our Seamen, the Encouragement of our Navigation, and 
the Chief Support of theſe Nations, | 


VI, It's preſum'd, There can't be a greater Diſappointment to the French at 
theſe Times, fince, probably, they bave prohibited Trade with the Dutch, 


on ProſpeQt of Opening it with Greaz Britein, then to fruſtrate that Ex- 
p<Qation, 


REASONS Azgaiuft 
Opening a Trade with 
France for W ines. 


| the Weekly Bills of Mortality, when this Exciſe was firſt laid, there is nor 


made, age being to 
VVie ineger ; 


__ need eee ed i eee SE oo eee eget © deed - OO rom 
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Some Conſiderations humbly offered to the 


Honourable Houſe of Commons, relating 
to the making VINEGER mEngland. 


3g/ 
Ineger made of Beer, pays 5 $5. 6 d. per Barrel Exciſe, at 36 
Gallons to the Barrel : And if it paſleth through Rape ( which 


is a Foreign Material , and at Importation pays Four pound pe 
Tun Cuſtom ) pays Six Shillings Six pence per Barrel more. 


The Beer-Vineger Makers haye found out a Way to brew Beer white, 
and make it ſowre and fine without Rape, which is above half in half dif- 
ference in the Duty whereby the Trade of Rape Vineger , and alſo all 
WineVineger, which cannot be made wihour Rape is quite ſpoil'd, or bear 
out ; by which means the Four pound per Tun Cuſtom upon Rape is 
quite loſt, and the Exciſe of Six Shillings Six pence per Barrel for Beer, 
or other Vineger Running through Rape is loſt alſo , Thar if the Duty 
were made equal, whether they Run through Rape or not, through Rape 
would greatly increaſe the Dury both of Exciſe and Cuſtom , and the nt 
ing a good Commodity , which while this Duty is continued cannot be 


made. 


Wine pays Eighteen pound per Tun Cuſtom , and when made 7ineger 
Twelve ſhillings per Barrel Exciſe. and is 8 Barrels to the Tun ( which is 
Twenty rwo pounds Sixteen ſhillings rogether ) and the beſt Yineger when 
North more than Sixteen pound per Tun hath bear ouc all 


o that there is no Vineger made hit for Exporration, or any 
Gentleman s Table; and of above Four ſcore/ineger Makers that was within 


above Ten or Twelve left, the reſt having left off through this diſcou- 
ragement. 


From Conſideration had of what is premiſed , It is prayed that Yineger 
made from Wine may be diſcharged from the Duty of Exciſe, it having 
paid ſo great Cuſtom at the Importation thereof. 


And Beer Vineger, or other made of Engliþ Materials only running 
through a Foreign Rape may oaly pay tne Duty of Five ſhillings Six pence 
per Barrel. 


If this be granted , there will be more Beer brewed for Vineger, and 
moieEng/iſh Materials uſed forVineger in one year to come, than there hath 
been brewed or uſed in ewo Years laſt paſt; the Duty of which at Five 
thillings Six pence per Barrei, will over ballance the Duty of all the Wine 
Vineger at Twelve ſhillings per Barrel , that hath been made in England 
for five Years paſt. 


In four Years before the Exciſe was laid upon Rape and Foreign Ma- 
terials, there was aboye Thirty one thouſand Barrels of Beer brewed, and 
in four Years fince the Daty was laid, but Fourteen thouſand. 
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REASONS 


Humbly offered to the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons, : 


AGAINST 


Laying the ſame Duty on Vine- 
gar made from Engl, h as from 
orcign Materials. 


FY HAT by ſeveral Atts now in force, Vinegar made from Male, 

| or other Engliſh Materials, is charged with a Duty of 55. 

6d. for every Beer-Barrel, by which means the King receives 
for every 1001. worth of Malt uſed, 100l. for Duty, and no more 
hath ever been Paid or Demanded from the making the ſeveral Ads, 
until November laſt; when the Officers of Exciſe, by direion of che 
Commiſſioners, (as they alledged) pretended to Charge it with 4 s. 
6d. more, according to Wine Meaſure. 

But it is conceived, that no ſuch Duty is Due or Payable by any 
Law in being, and that the Pretence is only to encourage Foreign,and 
diſcourage Engliſh Materials. 

That the Duty on all Vinegar made from Foreign Materials, is by 
the ſaid Ads 12 5. for every Wine-Barrel. 

That the Reaſons why the Duty on Vinegar from Foreign Materi- 
als exceed the Native, is ' Humbly ſuppoſed to have been ; 


I. The Adwance' and Encouragement of Husbandry and the En gliſh 


owth and wage = 

I. For that the Vinegar from Foreign Materials has always been at 
double the Price of the _ and ſo the Duty laid ought to be ad Va- 
lorem. 

HI. For, that there 3s "4 great a Loſs and Waſte in the Malt-Vine- 
gar, that 4 Barrels Brewed will not produce 3 Barrels of Vinegar, by 
reaſon of Teaft Bottoms and lying out in the Sun, which Waſte the Fo- 
reign is not liable to; and on that account there was an Allowance of 
3 Barrels in 23 at the Brewing, and an 8th part more for W aſte af- 
terwards, but the It ame has been of late refuſed. 

And it's Humbly hoped the ſame Reaſons will ſtill prevail. 

That if the Duty on all Vinegar be ſettled at 8s. per Barrel, that 

made from Malt will pay 200. per Cent. Duty, and by reaſon of the 

Waſte, at leaſt a 4th part, more than Vinegar from Foreign Mate- 

rials; whereby the ſaid Trade will be utterly loſt, the Uſe of Malt 

leſſened, and the Duty to the King (the advance whereof conſiſts in 

the quantity vended) deſtroyed. 

And this, only for. the private Advantage of ſome few Makers of Vi- 

r from Forcign Materials, who when the other Trade is Ruined, 
will be able to ſet what Price they pleaſe on their own Commodity. 


The CASE oft the Ma=- 
kers of Vinegar from 
Malt. 
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none or Ye 

Feaſt the Archan 


bought into this: Dur Realin o 
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And Our Royall will and pleaſure is, that all ſuch fozrain Lattin uaire which ſhall be 
impozted contrary to theſe pzeſents, ſhall by ſuch perſon and gm who ſhall ſerze the ſame, 
be fozthwtth carried and conveyed into Our Cuſtome-houle Within Dur Pozt of London, 
o2 other Cuſtome-houſe of that Pozt, where the ſame ſhall be ſeized, without lelling, uttering, 


compounding, 02 delivering any part thereof, befoze the lame be thither bzought anddelivered 


as afozeſatd, upon pain of Our high indignation and diſpleaſure, and of ſuch further pains, 
penalties, and puniſhments, as by the Lawes, and Statutes of this CE ut, 02 Pur 
P:erogative Royall, fo2 the __— Pur commandn:cnt in'this beh | 
inflicted upon them oz any of them ſo offending, contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
theſe pzeſents : And to that end and purpoſe, we do hereby require and command all and lin- 
gular the Officers of Our Cultomes, oz attending the ſame within all and every the Pozts 
and Havens of Our ſaid Realm and Donunion, and the Creeks and members thereof, That 
they and every of them, from and after the Feaſt of Saint Michad the Archangel next com- 
ing, do fozbear to take any Entry oz Entries, 02 toinake any Compoſition, oz Compoſitions, 
fo2 any Cuſtome, Subſidie, o2 other duty, fo: 02 upon any Lattin Wire bzought oztobeb2ought 
into Dur ſaid Realm oz Dominion, from any fozrain parts; Andalſo that hey: andall and 
every other Pur Officers and Miniſters, do ſtay and ſerze the ſame as fozfeited, to the 
_ )————_ ſpecified, upon pain of Our bigh indignation and diſpleaſure foz their neg- 
e 
And tothe end Our intention herein may take the better effect; we do hereby declare Pur 
willand pleaſure to be, That ſuch perſon and perſons as ſhall make fetzure of any of the ſaid 
fozrain Lattin u9ire, accozding to Dur Royall commandment lignified, ſhall haveand 
receive to his o2 thetr own uſe o2 uſes, one moiety oz half part of the ſame u9ire, ſobyhim oz 
them tobeſeizedas af; ; the other ma#ty thereof to be reſervedto Durule, 
Auw foe the 1eft 177 wy 
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bozoughs, Tythingmen, and all other ,Imricers, lters, and loving Subjects, to 
whom it ſhall oz appertain, That they and every of them at ail time and times, from 
and after the Feaſt of Saint Michacl the Archangel next coming, be aiding and aſſiſting to 
Dur ſaid Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Collectozs, Searchers, waiters, and toall other perſon 
and perſons tmployed foz the ſearching in any Ship, Houle, warehouſe, 02 Cellar, and foz 
ſetzing.taking,andcarryingawayof alland every ſuchLattinwsire as from andafrer the Feaſt 
_ ———— « the Archangel next ſhall be impozted contrary to this Our Royall com- 


L 


Given at Our Court at Oatlandsthe nineteenth day of Auguſt, in the fourteenth 


yecrof QurReign. 
« God fave the King. 


qglmprinted at London by RobertBarker, Printer 
| to the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſtic : And by 
the Aſkignes of Joha Bill. 1638. 


wap be * 


AND AMS 30 ROT) 


a; Dy che King. 


4; \ Proclamation forthe reſtraining of the 


Importation of Iron VVyer into this Kingdome, 
and for the ſupport of that Manufacture. 324 


J Hereas Iron V Vyer is a manufacture long practiſed vvithin 


il this Realme, and by that Trade and Pyſtery many thouſands of 

oe Our loning Subtects haue been fo2 along time well and honeſfly 

|| employed andſet on Wwozke ; And by meanes thereof, great num- 
JA || bers ofexpert andſkilfull men in that Arte and Science haue been 

© (| erained vp, Who are now deſtitute of any other pzofeſſion 02 

7) || meanes whereby to get their linings. 

—>S And whereas Engliſh v9yer, being made of the tougheſt and 
beſt Dlmond Jron , (a natineCommoditte of this Kingdome ) 1s of much better vſe, then 
that Jron Wyer Which commeth from fozreigne parts, eſpecially foz the making of good 
wooll-Cards, without whichno goodCloth can be made : And this hath appeared vnto Us 
bythe Certificates of diners Cl93thiecs,C rd-m1kers,Card-Wyer-dzawers,and the Farmozs 
of Dur Cuſtomes, towhom the examination thereofhath been referred. 

And whereas by the u3yer d:zawers of diners parts of thisOur Kingdome , ſundzy com- 
plaints hane beene made vnto Us, that by reaſon of thegreat quantities of fozreigne Jron 
yer lately tmpozted into this Our Realmeof England, (whereof alſo a great part is falſly 
and deceitfully made and w2zought ) Dur ſayd pooze Dubiects who make Jron voyer cannot 
be ſet on Wozke in their Uocations of u9yer-making and wyer-dzawing , noz are able to cons 
tinue in the cxercile of their ſayd Trades, whereby ſo commendable and pzofitable an Arte is 
like Wholly to be loſt tn this our Kingdome, and the makers of u2001l-Cards are muchde- 

ceived by that fozreigne Wyer ; and they who vſle thoſe Cards much moze : whereby great pze- 
iudice will ariſe to Us and Nur people, and to the whole Trade of Clothing within this 
Realme, except ſome ſpeedy courſe be taken foz redzeſſe ofſo great an inconuentence. 

Wee Well weighing the danger and p2eindice that may happen to this Qur Kingdome, by 
being leruedonely from fozreigne parts, witha Commoditie of ſo great neceſſity, andcontt- 
nuall vſeas w9yer ts,either intime of warre,when little oz none canbeimpozted, oz elſe when 
kozreigne parts ſhall finde other £arkets oz Uents fo2 that Commoditie, o2 when at their 
_ dwne pleaſures they may rayſe their pziſes vpon'Us , ozſerue Us, with faiſeand vuſeruice--- C 

; _ "npxWyer, whtth wouldktnd much to (Feſhotne fs Ove Nation ano vvemge = 

+. ofUsand Our louing Subiects, 


And finding that ſundzy good Lawesand Statutes haue fozmerly been made, pzohibiting 

' the Pmpoztation of fozreigne u9ool-cards, and of the ſaid fozreigne ron v9yer,and diners 0- 
ther Manufactures made of v9yer, foz the better cheriſhing#encouragingofſo pzofitable and 
neceſſarte a Manufacture within this Kingdome, but that theerecution of thoſe good Lawes 
bath of late breene muchneglected, wee taking theſe things into Qur Pincely conſideration, 
by theaduice of Qur Pztuy Councell, hane thought fit as wellto pzohibite the Ympoztation 
of fozreigneJron wWyer, and Cards made offozreigne yoyer, and of Hookes and Eyes, and 0- 
ther Manufactures made of Jxon usyer onely, as top2ouide that all Cards made Within 
theſeOnrKingdomes and Domtntons, be welland ſubſtantially made,without any fraud 02 
deceit: Doe therefoze hereby ſtraitly Charge and Command all and ſingular perſon and per- 
ſons whatſocuer , aſwell Our owne naturall bozne Subtects, as Dentzens and Strangers, 
thatnone ofthem, no any other perſon oz perſons whatſoever, doe at any time oz timeshere- 
aſter attempt o2 pzeſume to bzing, 02 cauſe to bee bzoughtinto theſe Our Realmes of England 
02 [rcland, 02 any other Dur Dominions, oz tnto anythePozts, Hauens, Creekes 02 Places of 
any of thei, any fozreigne Pron usyer, 02 Cards made of fozreigne Jron ugyer,o2 other Pa- 
 nufactures afozbſaid, in greater ozleſſer quantities, made oz to be made in any fozreigne Part 
02 Place whatſoeuer, o2 any uBool Cards made Within this Kingdome, and Which haue once 
been expo2ted from hence,vpon paineof fozfeiture of alland euery quantitie and quantities of 
the ſaid fozreigne Pron wyer, and Cards made offozreigne u9yer, and of other the Manufac- 
tures made onely of voyer as afozeſaid, ſo bzought o2 cauſed to bee bzovght in to Dur ſaid 
Realmes and Dominions, contrarie to this Our Royal Commandement. 

And Our will and pleaſure ts, that all ſuch fozreigne Pron Wyer, and Cards made of 
 w9yer, and Panufactures of u3yer afozeſatd, which ſhall bee impozted contrarie to theſe pze- 
ſents, ſhall by ſuchperſon and perſons who ſhall ſetze the ſame be fozthwith carried and con- 
neyed into Qur Caſtome-Houſe within Qur Pozt of London, and other Cuſtome-houſes of 
that Pozt whert the ſame (hall be ſeized, Without ſelling, vttering,compounding,o2 delivering 
any part thereof, befoze the ſame be thither bzoughtand deliueredas afozeſaid, vpon paine of 
our high Yndignation & diſpleaſure, and ofſach farther paines,penalties and puniſhments as 
by the Lawes# Statutes of this Our Realme, oz QurPzerogatine Royall fo2 the contempt 
of Our commandement in thts behalfe, can oz may any way be inflicted vpon them, oz any of 
them ſo offcnding,contrary to the trueintent meaning of theſe pzeſents: And to that end aud 
purpoſe, wee doe hereby require and command all and ſingular the Officers of Pur Cy: 
ſtomes, 02 attending the ſame, Within all and enery the Pozts #Hauens of theſe Our Realmes 
and Domintons, and the Creekes and Yembers of the ſame Pozts, that they and enery of 
them doe fromand after the date hereofat all times fozþcareto take any entry, 02 entrics,o2 to 
take ozmake any compoſition o2 compolitions foz any Cuſtome, Subſidie, oz other Þutie, foz, 
o2 vpon any fozreigne y9yer, 02 Cards made of fozreigne wyer, oz other the Manufactures 
made onely of Pron v9yer as afozeſatd, bzought, o2 to be bzought into theſe Dur Realmes 02 
;Dominions from auy fozreigne parts. Andallo that they, andall, and enery other Pur Of- 
ficers andMiniſters doe ſtay and ſeize theſame, as fozfeited and confiſcated, to the vſe and vſes 
hereafcer ſpecified, vpon paine of fozfeitute of f their Offices, and of vndergoing Our high in- 
dignation and diſpleaſure fo; their neglect herein, with ſuch further paines > mongrac ad 
as by the Lawesand Statutes of this Our Realme, ozby Pur PzerogatiueRoyall,foz the 
ſame their contempts and defaults,may any way be inflicted vpon them. 


REASONS 


F For Prohibiting the Importation of 


White Iron-Wire, © -* 


And againſt putfing Old Wire into New Leather. 


l HE Materials are prepared in England, and brought out of Srafford, Shrop- 
ſhire, and Worceſterſhire. 


II. The beſt Wire made in England, and many Thouſands Implayed by 
Drawing it. 


III. Prohibited by Old and Modern Statutes, by Reaſon Foreign Wire would not work 
Cloth ſo well. 


IV. The Penalty not ſufficient by Forfeiture of Goods, and Informer a Half; and ſo a 
Perſon will Inform, and fave a Half, and yet Under-ſell Engliſh. 


That Old Wire ought not to be Uſed in New Leather ;, 


T. Becauſe it is a great Fraud and Cheat on the Buyer. 


II. That ſuch Old Wire being Weak, Spoils the Wool), and Damaifies the Cloth, and 
it will not Prove in the Mill. 


II. The Difference between Cards made of Old and New Wire, in Price, is not 
above Six-pence in a Piece of Fine Cloth of Fifteen Pounds Price; and yet, that a Piece 


of Cloth, made with Cards of Old Wire, is at leaſt Twenty or Thirty Shillings the 
worſe, than if made with New. 


IV. That it is a Damage to the Clothing Trade, appears from this, That it they 
were of Uſe, the Cloathiers would uſe them in their own Work, and not Sell them. 


V. But the Clothiers Sell them for Six-pence, or lefs, in the Value of Fifteen Pounds 
in Cloth, and then they are made up to put a Fraud on Others. 


VI. That the Poor that Card the Wooll, can do Three Pounds ſooner and better with 
New Cards, than Cards made with Old Wire, or Old Cards new Dreſſed. 


VII. There is no Perſon whatſoever, that will Uſe ſuch Cards, made of Old Wire, 
but _ the Narrow Clothiers, who make coarſe Cloth; and, contrary to Law, mix Flocks 
with their Wooll, which they could not do, if worked with New Cards. 


Preamble of the Stat. 39 Eliz. Cap. 14. 


W# ERE AS many Thouſands iof Woollen-Card- Makers, and Card-Wire- Drawers of the Cities 
of London, Briſtol, Glouceſter, Norwich, Coventry, and of many otber Her Highneſs's 
Cities and Towns within this Realm, have heretofore Lived, and well Maintained themſelves, 
tbeir Wives, Families, and Children, by the Benefit and Uſe of their Trade and Faculty of Card- 
Making, and Drawing of Card-Wire within this Realm; And now of late Time, by reaſon of 
the Common bringing in of Foreign Cards for Wooll, out of France, and other Foreign Parts, the ſaid 
Card- Makers and Card-Wire- Drawers have been ſo much Impoveriſhed, that 7 Dt the twentieth 
Perſon that heretofore Lived by the ſaid Trades, is now maintained, and ſet on Work thereby, 


Preamble of the Stat. 13 & 14 Car. 2. Cap. 19. 


W HERE AS the beſt Iron-Thread, or Wire, for making Wooll-Cards, is made within this 
Realm of England ; And by the ſaid Manufatture of Making and Drawing of Wire, and 
IVooll-Cards, very many poor People of this Kingdom, and their Families, bave been Imployed 
and Maintained, and the Wooll-Cards made thereof are of great Concernment to this Kingdom 
for the good Making of Woollen Cloth, And whereas, contrary to the ſaid Statutes, not only 
much Foreign Card-Wire, but alſo Foreign Wooll-Cards have been in theſe late Times Imported 
into this Kingdom ; And alſo, within the ſame many Old Wooll-Cards are by Ill diſpoſed Perſons 
(for their private Lucre) bought up ;, and the Old Iron-Wire of the ſaid Old Wooll-Cards being 
very Weak and Inſufficient for the well Carding of Wooll, is put into New Leather and New 
Boards, and ſo Uttered and Sold to Ignorant People for New Wooll-Cards, to their great Des 
triment, and the Indamaging of their Wark, Carding of Wooll, and” the Cloth made thereof. 


Br—_— 


# . 


Pi 


*$ 


THE 


White-Wire Caſe. 


(1) 


TO THE 
COMMONS of Great Britain, 
in PARLIAMENT Afſmbled. 


IRS 


REASONS Hunbly Offer'd by the Card- 


Makers, and Wier-Drawers, of Froome-Sel- _ _ 


wood 7n the County of Somerlet, and Parts ad- 
gacent, ſhewing the Neceſſuty of an AF for Pre- 
venting the Sale of Old Wooll-Cards, and for 
Supplying the Defefts of the Af made in the 13th 
and 14th of Car. 1. for 2. ng the Impor- 
tation of White Iron Wire, and the putting 
Old Wire into New Leather. 


15 allow'd by all; that the Woollen ManufaQture is both the Staple 

Trade'ot this Kingdom, and by means of its various Branches, . of the 

moſt Univerſal Benefit to the Foor. And as every Trading Member of 
the Commonwealth ought ro - ang Nw: Preſervation and t of ir, 
ſo we the Card-Makers, and Wier-Drawers, whom it more immediately Con- 
cerns, think ourſelves obliged to itz as well for the general good of the Poor, 
as our own particular Intereltt, *Twas therefore with this view that we Peri- 
tioned rie Honourable Houſe of Commons ro hear our REASONS tor the 
Neceflity of an At to prevent the Sale of Old Wooll-Cards, and to y 
the Detzfts of the AQt made in the 13th and 14th of Car. II. 
the Importation of White Iron Wire, and the putting Old Wire into New Lea- 
ther. And our REASONS are as follow. K: 


REASONS againſt the Importation of White: lron Wite. 


[. The Conſumption of our own Produ& has been counted neceſfary 
for we good of the State, , and on the contrary the fmporttn of ae ſame 
Ccmmodiry from Foreign Parts, Importation of 
White-lron Wire cannot bur be thus der tal, becauſe double the Qpantiry of 
our own Wire would be Confam'd, if none was i þ | 

I. No White-Iron Wire which is Imported, is fo good for the Clothiers Uſe, 
as our own ManufaQture., _ | hr Ne 

IL Many who formerly Maintain'd themſetves and Families by Djawing 
Card-Wire, are now incapacitared from Earning their Livelihood, becauſe the 
Imported Wire is Sold to the Card-Maker for 6d. per 1b. ready Drawn, whereas 
our own, only rough, Coſts the Wire Drawer 10d. per lb. which is above ſo 
much Lofs ro him as the Wire is worth. Y 8, 

But we perſwade our ſelves theſe are ſufficient to Retmonſtrate the Burden 
that Wire-Drawets lie under from the Importation of White-Iron Wire. 


The other Point which we earneſtly Recommend to the Conſideration of 
this Honourable Houſe, is the PraQtice of ſuch who rake out the Old 
Wire of Cards, put it into New Leather, and Sell it ro the Tneny 

Clothiers ; 


(2) 
Clothiers : A Praftice, by whictr the Woollen. Manufafture, the Clo- 


thiers, Jfid the Poor of this Kingdom are extraordinary Sufferers ; as 
will ſufficiently appeas tom hs tollowing REASONS, viz, 


RE LAST S againſt the tolling. of Old Wire into New 
Leather x " abd againſt the Selling of Old Wooll-Cards. 


IS iepolithe a Detrimental to the Woollen-ManufaQture, becauſe 


tis that Catd-Wire, which the firſt Buyer always uſes as 
long as Serviceable, can be good enough to Serve another; for the Wires being 
bor {lender, are ſome beat roo low, athers rais'd too high, and ſome hanging 
a crofs each other, are every way unfit 40 produce a good Roul, without which 


rhere-can, be no rm Spun, nor onſequently no good Cloath made : And 
it bas been Exf A-Igt = they ſp0 fi thive times the Quantity of Wooll as 
is wrought ou | 

Il. 'Tis a Dif: angemen to g6r Wool oollen ManufaQure, that the Makers 
can't afford to u bich are only fir for their rurn. 
 UL.-mTh be Clo who is in the End a very great Loſer, be- 


calc both Cline m_ to Cards He Ty th Part of 
enables him to oath at a 
he an enſoquenty ale Clothier who uſeth ſuch 


ith Ka. the Card-Maker, who could then 
Gr nl tbe Suppl i Z Ws te tis New Cards, as was fit for his Turn ; h 
and the Clothier who was Salman do to Cards, would have conſtantly 
the beſt Leather and Wire in his Cards z whereby he Shout find himſelt more 


than made Amends for rhe Price of hit Cards, 
IV. Above all, The Poor xp "4 in maki ing New Cards, are extreme Suf: 


| Now it 'd,. that t Gard-making has _—y 
you ESE, 


an 
of: Groe-Britainy fince CD, alin 
Hand [on Jay, or Les, PILL: my 


vich © on 
bor OO 


ſav'd 500 /. 
0G the Rates are 
Nil Higher, if the Hands 


now unable 

dur'te __ to bg with Apoſy op 
| in thoſe Parts. 
. Theſe areall the AAS POORER needful to offer atthis Time, and 
Tr be of op ng with urable Houſe, as to in- 
duce them to concert the, beſt Meaſures « ally to ſuppreſs a PraQtice 
| " of thisKipd, which daily increaſes the. atnbet ef our Poor, and ſuch 

| as would Work, if they had it; and can in the End tend to nothing leſs 

than the compleat Ruin'of our Woollen ManufaQ ure; 


Of the Card-Makers aud Engliſh Wooll-Clothiers, to the Ob 
jeftions of the Spantſh Wooll-Clothiers againff the BILL 
n the HOUSE to Prohibit the Importation of Fi, oretgn 


Wooll-Cards, and to Prevent the Abuſes in Making the ſame 
with Old Card-Wier. 63> 


II Mix the Colours, as New 
VI. Th 


ew, by 
Befides, if the Spinner was us'd to New Cards, he could Card Four Pound of Wool with them in leſs 
Time than he can Three with Old ones. But though the Poor Spinner knows this to be Faft, yer he is 


Reaſon why the Spani/> Clothier makes his Cloth the Thinneſt, is ow- 
which make the Wooll Spin ſo Small, and ner for want of Proot in the 


in for their labour, ſo we now Aver it as a Thing impoſlible for the Card-Makers to 
the and Advance the Price of their Cards at Pleaſure, as the Fine-Clothizrs pretesc, 
Trade is divided into almoſt Fifty ſeveral Places of the Kingdom. 
a5 to the Loſs which they Urge ſome may ſuſtain for want of the Employment of Dreihng 
their Scribe was certainly at a greater Loſs for an ObjeCQtion, or elſe he could never have 
a Weak one as this, when any One who knows any wap, Nun the Matter, can't be Ignoranr, 
one Man can Dreſs a Dozen of Old Cards in leſs Time, than a Hundred Card-Makers can make ſo 
The Fin>-Clothiers have alſo Infinuated, that thoſe Clotbiers who {ubſcrib'd the Card-Makers Pe- 
rition, knew not the Tenour of tbe ſaid Petition, than which nothing can be more Abſur'd ; for though 
Seven or Eight were drawn in by the Trowbridge Clothiers, ro Sign their Petition, after they had ſubſcri- 
5ed that of the Card-Makers, yet how can it b imagin'd, that Men could be Ignorant of a Matter thac 
was plainly Apparent in the Prayer of the Petition ro which they Ser their Hands, 

XI. Tis alſo pretended by the Fine-Clothiers,that no Foreign Wier has been us'd in Eng/;/h Cards for 
this Twenty fix Yors laſt paſt. To which we ſhall only Anſwer, That the fame is now us'd in S9ur/+- 
wark and Colcheſter, and leave it to Superiour Judgment, whether that be a fair Suggeſtion. 

XII. Upon the whole, 'tis very Evident, That the ObjeRors againſt the Neceflity of our Bill would f4in 
prepoſſeſs the Honourable Members of this Houſe with an Opinion, that the Card-makers bave nothing 
more in View than the Enriching of themſelves, though to the great Detriment of others z and conſe- 
quently, the Petitioners of Taunton, Tiverton, Exeter, Cirenceſter, and many others, who have like- 
wiſe Petition'd this Honourable Houſe for the Paſſing of our Bill, muſt be ſyuppos'd to bave the ſame 
View. But how far they have made good that Scandalous Charge againſt us, we are not Aſham'd to 
ſubmit to the Judgment of this Honourable Aſſembly, ro whoſe Wite Determination we have humbly 
referr'd our Caſe; only we beg Leave to add, with how much more Juſtice on Our Side, we might Re- 
tort that Vile CharaQter upon the Spani/h Wooll Clothiers, who keep the Card-Makers ſo much Under, 
that inſtead of Paying them in Six Months, very few make their Payments in Twelve Months Time : 
Beſides.'tis Notorious, that they very often force the Card-Makers to accept of their Damnified Clotbes, 
Barter'd Horſes, and ſuch ſort of Truck, in Licu of Current Specic, 
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The REPLY 


Of the Card-Makers axd Engliſh Wooll-Clothiers, 
to the Objeions of the Spaniſh Wooll-Clothiers, 
Aginft the BILL in the HOUSE 70 Prob:- 
bit the Importation of Foreign Wooll-Cards, and 
70 Prevent the Abuſes in ag the [et with 

{ Old Card-Wier, 


To the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament Aſlembled, 


The Clothiers Anſwer to the Card-makers Reply, in 
relation to the BLL L m this Honourable Houſe, to 
Prohibit the Importation of Foreign Wooll-Cards, &Cc. 
And alſo to ſhew other Reaſons againſt the Paſſing of 
the ſaid B1 LL, not mentioned in the Reaſons before 
Printed, and delivered at the Door of this Honourable 
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E do Aſert, That all acyanced in the ſaid printed Reaſons is Matter 
| of Fat, and nothing but what 1s true. 
And do deny, that the ſmallneſs of the Span; Wooll Clothiers Spinning is to 
be attributed to the Carding of the Wooll in new Cards ; for the true Reaton 
of. it is, becauſe the Spanifh Wooll is ſo much finer than che Eng/ifp, and will 
run much ſmaller in Yarn than Engl Wooll will. 
And do further Aſſert, That the Engl; Wooll Cloth that is Carded in old 
Cards will ſhrink more in the Mills, by its aptneſs to prove an4 thicken, than 
*tis pofſible to ſhrink in the Mills the Spanif Cloth that is Carded in new Cards, 
as it is generally Spun. And do alſo ayerr, That the old Cards, after b.irg 
mended and dreſs'd, will Card twice as much Eng; Wooll, and as well as they 
did when new in the fine way, without any Detriment to the Eng/1b W ooll, or 
hindring its proving in the Mills. 
We Appeal to all Judicious Perſons, whether their Papers, printed and dceli- 
yercd at the Door of this Honourable Houſe, do not plainly ſhew they have 
nothing more at Heart than the enſlaving of che Clothiers, and ſetring 
themſclyes in a Station above them, that they may revenge themſelves of the 
whole Body of the Clothiers, for ſome particular Hardthips they pretend to 
have received from ſome particular Perſons concerned in tlie Woollen Manu. 
faQture ; and this the ſaid Bill will cffeCtually Capacitate them to do, by fo» 
great a Demand for Cards, as the Enatting the ſaid Bill will bring upon them. 
And in Anſwer to what the Card-makers ſay in relation to Taunton, 7iver- 
ſock, Exeter, exc. Petitions from whence for the Enatting the ſaid 53.11 are ob- 
tained, ſome of which Places we think not at all concern'd, for the Wooll ci ere is 
cleared in Combs, and not Cards, and none or very few of the latter uſed there: 
" If there be any Clothiers that are fo Ignorant as to think the old Cards, afrer 
the Spaniſh Wooll Clothiers have done with them, not fit for uſe, they are and 
always were at liberty to follow their own Opinion and uſe new ; but we think 
it hard, with Submiſſion to this Honourable Houſe, that the reſt of the Clo- 
thiers, who are three Parts in four, and the moſt Conſiderable and the moſt Un- 
derſtanding Men of the Trade, ſhould be obliged by an A&t of Parliament to ſub- 
mit to ſo Ignorant and ſo ſmall a Number as the Clothiers that arc Petitioners 
for the Bill. If the Petitions be examined into, it will be found that not one 
in twenty are Clothiers that have ſigned the Peticion for the Bill ; and did che Clo- 
thiers take the ſame Method for to get the Poor employed by them to ſign their 
Petitions, as the Card-makers haye done, the Clothiers would have a hundred 
Hands to one that 1s poſſible for the Card-makers to get. 

And to make good our Afſertion, That the Clothiers at Froome did not know 
that any Deſign was intended to Prohibic the Sale and Uſe of old Cards, it is 
plain that they were not appris'd of it, by their ſigning a Counter-Peticion after- 


roy againſt the ſaid Clauſe. Which Reaſons are ſubmitted to this Honourable 
ouſe, 
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Card-makers Reply: 
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S581 WEN 


Dick Frazenjace the Card-maker, 


AND 


Tim. Meanwell the Clothier : 


BEING THE 


Diſpute between the Card-maker and the Clothier 
airly Stated, in order to ſet the Merits of that 
Cauſe m a true Light ; which is humbly offer d to 
the Conſideration of the Commons of Great Britain 
in Parliament Aſſembled. 


Tim. R. B-— your Seryant, I am glad of this Opportunity 
M of mecting you; [ longed for nothing more than to have 


ſome Diſcourſe with you in Relation to the Bill you have 
in the Honourable Houſe of Commons, | find you' have chang'd the Ti- 
tle of it, and perhaps by this time it carryeth another. I ſuppoſe you 
was ſenſible how much the Country was alarm'd by the firſt Title, 
which made you ſhift after another; _- the Clothiers now are reſoly'd 
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to ſee whether the Purport of the Bill be chang'd with the Title, and 
in Order thereto have obtain'd a Copy of the Bull. 

Dick. Iknow not for what Reaſons the Title of the Bill was alter'd, 
bur I can aſſure you nothing is intended but the Good of the Woollen 
ManufaQure in general, and the Clothiers Adyantages will be equal 
with the Card-makers. 

Tim. Really Mr. B— I ſuſpe& that your ſole Aim is to inrich 
your ſelf by the Spoils of the Clothiers, becauſe you haye took ſo 
much care to- coyer your Deſigns with ſo-notorious a Falſhood in the 
Preamble of your Bill. 

Dick. How ! Falſhood ! I deny that, ſhew it if you can. 

Tim, Here is a Copy of your Bill, I will read the Preamble to you. 
Whereas, contrary to an Att of Parliament made in the 14th Tear of 
King Charles II. of happy Memory, and divers other Statutes on- this 
behalf made and provided, divers ill-diſpoſed Perſons, to the great De- 
triment, Prejudice and Decay of the Woollen ManufatTure and Trade 
of this Realm, have taken upon them, mn contempt FA the ſaid Atfs and 
Statutes, to import, ſell and buy, and make uſe of Foreign Wooll Cards, 
Foreign Card Wire, &c. Pray Mr. B is not this a meer Blind, 
for have there been any Wooll Cards imported in this. Kingdom, fince 
Mr. Brewer brought a Dutch Card-maker hither, which is more than 
40 Years ago? And ſince that time haye not our Cards been ſo im- 
proy'd, that none ig the World arriye to that Perfe&ion as the Engliſh 
Cards are at, notwithſtanding the Foreign Wire is ſo much better than 
the Engliſh is? So that were the Atts already made to prohibit the Im- 

rtation of Wooll Cards repealed, yet the Reputation that our Eng- 
T7 Cards have fo juſtly acquir'd abroad, would be ſufficient to diſcou- 
rage the Importation of Foreign W ooll Cards hither ; beſides, 'ris. well 
known we Export great Quantities of Cards our ſelyes. 

Dick. T believe indeed, that there has not been. a Foreign Wooll Card 
Imported' hither fince the time you mention z I could have laid any 
Wager that ne ſuch thing had been mention'd 1n tlie Bill; I am forry 
for that Blunder. But I am ſure Foreign Wire 1s Imported hither, to the 
great Detriment of the poor Wire-drawers, 

Tim. Þ belicve,. Sir, you will find-your ſelf as mucl miſtaken: about 
the Importing of Wire, as you was about the Wooll Cards; for I am 
confident that none has been brought into Froom, the great Card-making 
Town,. fince:that which was hid in the Meceting-Houſe there, which 1s 
fix and-twenty Years ago: But was it as you ſay, is it. your Intereſt to 
Petition for. preyenting the Importation of it; the more Markets you 
haye, the cheaper you will buy.. Beſides you know yery well, that Fo- 
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reign Wire is much better than Eng/iſb, and you know very well alſo, 
that when the Clothier complains of his Cards being Hammcr-hcaded, 
your Anſwer always is, you cannot gct good Wire (ſince Foreign was 
Prohibited) for your Mony. | 

Dick. I muſt confeſs tis our Intereſt to Petition for the Repealing thoſe 
Acts which Prohibit the Importing Foreign Wire; but we regard not ſo 
much our own Profit as the Intereſt of the poor Wire-drawers, whoſe 
Caſe, for want of Work, is very deplorable. 

Tim.T muſt, Mr. B-— beg your Pardon, in telling you, as Iam forced 
to do, that I ſuſpeCt your Sincerity in that Matter, for as no Forcign 
Wire comes to your Hands, the enforcingthe Execution of the ſaid Att 
to Prohibit Wire can bring no work to the Wire-drawers; and I can- 
not think you raiſe ſo much Mony, and are at ſo yaſt an Expence for ob- 
taining your Bill, for the good of the Poor only. The Wire-drawers are 
not ſo poor as you would have the World to think them to be; for I 
am credibly inform'd that not one in the Town of Froom has ſubſcrib'd 
leſs than three Pounds, and your Journeymen, as poor as they are, can 
adyance forty Shillings each. Burt what do you think of Mr. I. the 
great Wire FaQtor, or [ngroſſer, who, 'tis ſaid, will ſpend 100c/. for the 
Caſe; if true, as I belieye it 1s, *tis eafie to gueſs, without the Spirit of 
Propheſying, that he intends to get 1cooo/. by ic. He is a great Intrea- 
guer, as you may gueſs by his Stratagem, by hn Ge from his Fellow-Ci- 
tizens the Liberty granted them by Parliament for taking of theOaths, 
whereby he kept out many worthy Traders that would have been very 
ſerviceable towards the well-governing of that great City whereof he 
was Mayor. YourFriend F. G. and Brother Trader, I hear, has ſubſcri- 
bed 30/4. you and thereſt of the Card-makers a proportionable Sum, and 
will Subſcribe again if occaſion be; *tis alſo ſaid that 7. G. is now gone 
into the Fe, to procure Petitions from the Clothiers and Serge-makers 
there, that the Bill may be Enaced: Is that true Mr, B—or not? 

Dick. Mr. G. is gone upon that Deſign, and I hope will hayeSucceſs. 

Tim. I doubt not but he may ; but it he hath Succeſs, he muſt take 
the ſame care there as you did at Froom, to keep the Clothiers ignorant 
of your Deſign to Prohibit the Sale and Uſe of old Cards ; for if that do 
but once take wind, they will all ſign a Counter-Petition, as the Froom 
Clothiers have done. But pray Mr. B tell me the Adyantages that 

ou told me but now would accrue to the Clothier, which you ſay will 
bo equal with the Card: makers. 

Dick. All our Wire1s not alike, ſometimes we meet with a bad Parcel, 
and, as our Demand is chicfly for fine Cards, the Wire-drawers are ob- 
liged many times to draw faulty Wire further than it will go, which oc- 
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caſions Hammcr-hcaded Wire, ſo much complain'd of, If we can but 
get this Bill topaſs, thoſe People that uſe old Card: will be oblig'd to buy 
coarſe new ones, which will take up the faulty Wire, and the Wire- 
Drawers thereby induc'd to draw it no further than it will well run to be 
good in the kind it ſhall be us'd for; and the ſame Advantage ſhall we 
have in the Leather, for 'tisa very hard matter to get a ſufficient Quan- 
tiry of that which is fir for fine Cards, and we are oblig'd to fell great 
Quantitics that are not fit for ouruſe to the Shocmakers at a very low R ate. 

Tim. 1 am ſurpriz'd to hear the weakneſs of your Arguments it 1s 
wcll known, that there is a ſufficient Demand already for coarſe Cards 
ro take off that Wire which will not run to the ſize which you call 
Superfine Wire; was it not fo, I think you would do well to Petition to 
take off the Prohibition of ſo good Wire as the Foreign, that you may 
have thegreater Choice, and influence the Proprietors of the Wire-works 
to improve their Art. But you will find your ſelyes much miſtaken, if 
you think that the Paſſing of this Bill into an AR, will cauſe a greater 
Demand upon coarſe Cards, for you will find quite the Reverſe of it; 
for thoſe People that now uſe the fine old Cards will not be perſwaded 
that coarſe new Cards will mix their Wooll ſo well, nor contribute ſo 
much towards the ſoft handling, and ſweet looking, which will induce 
them all to buy new fine ones, and not coarſe, as you ſuggeſt they will. 
As to what you ſay relating ro your ſelling great Quartities of Leather to 
the Shoemakers (not fit to uſe in fine Cards) at a low Rate, which 
would then be uſed in your coarſe Cards, is a meer Chimera; for the 
Calves Leather that is fit for the Shoemaker is worth more Mony than 
that which the Card- maker uſeth, and the ſelling to the Shoemaker bring- 
eth your Leather that is uſed in the Cards much cheaper; for as you: buy 
thick and thin Skins together, you uſe the thinneſt for Cards, and fe!] the 
thickeſt (which weigh much heavicr than thethinneſt do) ro the Shoe- 
maker for 14. or 24. per PounJ dearer, than you buy the thick and thin 
together; and you ſell the very Pates, that weigh four times as hea- 
vy as that which you uſc, for 44. per Pound. I necd not tell you 
how much the Price of Leather is adyanc'd within theſe few Years, by 
the Scarcity of itz and pray, Mr. B—, from whence do you think to be 
ſupplied with Leather, if you bring this new Conſumption upon it? For 
my Part [| was neyer more ſtartled than to ſee Men ſtriving who can run 
faſteſt into their own Ruin. Pray conſider what the Conſequences of 
this Bill may be : You will be liable not only to the Extortion of the 
Tanncrs, but the Proprietors of che Wire-works, the WireIngroſler, ec. 
Ic way run to that degree, to be ten times worſe than the Duty of 5s. 
per Cloth Exported, and it will adyance at Icaſt 6 4. per Pair on Shoer, 


which 


F-#3 


which will not be very pleaſant to the Poor, whoſe Intereſt you pretend 
to be ſtruzgling for. 

Dick. 1 have othcr Reaſons, Mr. M , to offer for having the Bill 
EnaQted, which will greatly advance the Reputation of all Woollen 
Goods; for the old Cards fſpotl the Wooll, and damnific the Cloth, ſo 
that it will not prove inthe Mill, and brings it into Diſgrace, defraud 
and cheat the Buyers of the old Cards, and the Difference between 
Cards made of old and new Wire, or the Carding of Wooll in old or 
new Cards 1s not above 64. 1n a.Peice of fine Cloth of x5/. Price, and 
yet that Piece of Cloth made with Cards of old Wire is at leaſt 20 or 
30s. the worſe than if made with new, and the poor Carders of the 
W ooll can do 3 /. ſooner and better with new Cards, than Cards made 
with old Wire, or old Cards new dreſt. 

Tim. There is nothing more eaſie than to anſwer theſe Objections : 
Is it not Notorious that the thickeſt Cloth in the Kingdom is Carded 
with old Cards, and is not the Super- fine Cloth the thinneſt which is 
Carded in new? And are you fo Ignorant as to think that *tis poſlible 
to ſhrink in the Mill the Super- fine Cloth as it is generally Spun, by 
ſcyeral Yards in length, and Nails in breadth, as you can the Engliſh 
Wooll Cloth byits aptneſs to proye and thicken, notwithſtanding it is 
Carded in old Cards ? Is not the Spaniſh Wooll a cloſer and thicker 
hair'd Wooll, and requires twice as much Carding as the Engliſh doth, 
which 1s the Reaſon that old Cards well dreſt, clear'd and mended will 
Card twice as much Eng/iſh, and as well as they did at firſt the Spa- 
niſh, without any detriment to the Wooll, or hindrance to its proving 
in the Mill. If there be any Clothiers that are fo ignorant of their 
Buſineſs, and know no Medium, and will work their Cards to the Prc- 
Judice of the Wooll, I think you ſhould chuſe rather to limit them, if 
you know how to make it praticable, not to do aboye twclye Score of 
W ooll in the old ſcribling Cards, and fourty Pound of Wooll in the 
old ſmall, which they would do without any detriment; and if this be 
an Argument to prohibit the Uſe of old Cards, becauſe ſome Clothiers 
or Spinners may have been a Penny wiſe and a Pound fooliſh, there 
will be the ſame Reaſons to prohibit the Uſe of new alſo: For if you 
bring the new Cards in Uſe amongſt thoſe People that have been us'd 
always to old, they will be ſo penurious by the exceſſive Price over 
what they were cver us'd to lay out for a Pair of Cards, and the dith- 
culty they will be at to get Mony to buy new, will be almoſt under a 
Neceſſity to Work the new Cards as long as tis poſſible to get a Rell 
of Wool out of them, and thereby bring much more juſter Cauſe for 
the Complaints about the ſpoiling of the Wooll in old Cards than now 

you 
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ycu haye Reaſon to do; for eyery poor Carder can with caſe raiſe (6 
lictle a Sum as 34. to buy a good old Pair of Cards, when 'tis impol- 
ſible for them to get 5s. to purchaſe new; for tho' the Clothiers com- 
penſate the ſame to the Spinners in their Wages, . yet it is paid them 
by the Pound, as they do their Work. I cannot but wonder to ſee 
with what Confidence you- ſet up for Teachers and Inſtrufters to the 
Clothicrs, who certainly muſt be the beſt Judges what Cards arc moſt 
neceſſary and fit for their Uſ-; if there be any ſo Ignorant, as to think 
the old Cards, after done with in the Span; Wooll way, not fit for far- 
ther Uſe, they are at Liberty, as always th:y have been, to follow their 
own Opinion, and uſe new; but do think, with Submiſſion to the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, that the Clothiers who are Petitioners a- 
gainſt the Bill, and are three in four more than thoſe that have petiti- 
oned for the Bill, and the molt Ingenious, the moſt Underſtanding, 
and the moſt Conſidcrable Clothicrs in the Kingdom, as will appear if 
the Petition for and againſt the Bill be examined into, ſhould be by an 
Att of Parliament oblig'd ro ſubmit to ſo inconſiderable a Number, and 
ſo Ignorant in the Woollen ManufaQure, as the Petitioners for the Bill 
are; for tho' the Peticions for the Bill make a great Show of hands to 
them; yet not one in twenty are Clothiers, and had thoſe that are Periti- 
oners againſt the Bill took the ſame Courſe as the Card-makers have 
done,and took the Work-People imploy'd by them into their Petitions 
(which they would rcalily have done) could have procur'd a hundred 
Hands to your one, becauſe they employ ſo many more than the 
Card-makers do; and you have took great Pains to get Petitions for 
the Bill from many Places where they are not at all concern'd, and 
where very few or no Cards are us'd, but the Wooll clear'd in Combs 
and not in Cards, and who I am ſure can be no proper Judges of the 
Matcer, but this ſhews you are driven to the laſt Shift for means tocarry 
on your Deſigns. *Tis with concern that I find you telling the Honoura- 
ble Houſe of Commons, that *cis not 64. per Cloth difference of 15 /. 
Price, whether the Wooll be Carded in old Cards, or old Wire Cards 
or new Cards, when you know very well it is more than ſo much a 
Yard, all Accidents, fraud of the Carders, and faulty Cards, impos'd 
upon the Clothier by the Card-maker, confider'd ; and if you get this 
Bill Ena&ed, you will beimpower'd to bring the Charge to the Clothier 
in relation to Cards to what Price you pleaſe, and 1 doubt you will 
think your ſclyes not well paid for the Expence and Trouble for pro- 
curing this Bill, if you bring not the Cloth a Shilling per Yard the = 
er t@ Market, by which means the French and Dutch, our Competi- 
tors, in Trade, will undcr-ſe}l us abroad, and be a Means further to de- 
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preſs the Price of Wooll. If what you ſay was true, touching the Spin- 
ner carding three Pound of Wool in new Cards, ſooner than one in old, 
there would be no need of an At of Parliament to oblige them ro buy 
new, for they would ſoon come to you for new, without being forc'd 
to it ; but it would make them uncapable of Carding any art all: For you 
cannot be ignorant what Skill is rcquir'd in bringing new Cards to work, 
and how much W ooll is ſpoil'd at the firſt breaking of the Cards, and 
the beſt Carder the Span; Wooll Clothier hath cannot help it, and 
earns little or nothing for the firſt Day or two before the Cards are fully 
broke; and how do you think thoſe poor People that never work'd in 
new will be able to go through theſe Difficulties? | 

Dick. I cannot imagine why there 1s ſuch a Sputter about this Bill, 
there is nothing new in it, 'tis but the enforcing of old Atts and Statutes 
that have not been ſufficient to prevent the A buſes. 

Tim.1 deny that, for the Sale and Uſe of old Cards wereneycr yet Prohi- 
bited, and the Bill without that will do you no Service at all, and this 
you have own'd to ſome of our worthy Repreſentatives ; which fully 
proves all the reſt to be but an Amuſement to get ignorant Clothicrs, or 
thoſe that are ſo far your Debtors, that they dare not to deny their Hands 
to your Petitions, or ſay any thing but as you dire& them. 

ick, Our Trade is at a very low Ebb, and we cannot live by it with- 
out ſome Method took to mendit; and the Clothiersare very hard, and 
our Circumſtances ſo ycry mean, that we are oblig'd to loop to their 
ExaQtions, and not a batter'd Horſe or a faulty Picce of Cloth-but what 
muſt come to our Share. 

Tim.I thank you, Sir, for this free Confeſſion of your Deſign, which is 
come ſo near to what I thought was the Intent of it; you are for ſetting; 
your ſelycs in aStation above theClothiers, that you may revenge your 
{clyves on the whole Body of the Clothiers for ſome partieular Hardſhips 
you pretend to have received from ſome of them: Do you think, 
that in ſuch Times as theſe all Traders are not great Sufferers by 
the ExaCtions of the Buyer * How many Clothiers are tore'd in theſe 
Times to Lump off great quantities of Cloth together at conſiderable 
Loſs, and ſorc'd to ftoop to the Terms that the Buyer impoſe upon him, - 
tho' it be to his Loſs, rather than loſe a good Cuſtomer, whom he+ 
expects to get another time by ? But this 1s a Matter of Choice, as it 
is to.you; tor no Clothier can impole upon you what you complain of 
without your Conſent; and there are as many Inſtances of Hardſhip from 

the Card-makers towards the Clothiers, when they have bad the Aſcen- 
Cant over them). as can be from the Clothiers to the Card-makers. Bur. 
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pray, Mr. B—tell me, do not you intend to make your Cards by this Act 
a ready Mony Commodity, and oblige the Clothier to fend after his 
Cards? you know it has been always the Cuſtom for you to givethree 
or {ix Months Credit, and carry your Cards forth to the Clothier near 
ſixty Miles round you, 

Dick. I think indced we ought to remedy ſo great a fatigue as carry- 
ing our Cards ſo far as we do z and ſome of our Clothiers keep us out 
of our Mony twelve Months, and we are forced to pay ready Mony for 
Leather, Wire, and Workmanſhip. 

Tim. Do not the Clothicrs go through the ſame Difficulties as theſe ? 
Are not they oblig'd cither to carry or {end their Cloth at their own Ex- 
pence to all Parts of the Kingdom? and many of them pay ready Mo- 
ny for the greateſt part of the Wool, and other Materials that are uſed 
in making of our Cloth; and the Poor arcalways paid as ſoon as their Work 
is finiſh'd, and many times beforez And if there be ſome Clothicrs that 
make ſo bad Pay, as you tell me they do, yet there are others that pay 
you ready Mony, or as ſoon as eyer you call for it, and you do not 
give near ſo long Credit as the Clothiers for their Cloth, take the ge- 
neral run of pay one with the other. 

Dick We have ſaid nothing but what we ſhall be able to proye be- 
fore a Committee, and have all ſorts of People concern'd to make good 
our Allcgations. 

Tim. I underſtand that you have brought a Mill-Manup to provethat 
bad Grounds, Girds and Cochells in Cloth, proceed from the W ool be- 
ing Carded in theold Cards.1f thereſt of your Witneſſes can ſay no more 
inthe behalf of thereft of your Inſinuations, Ithink we have nothingto 
fear from their N cor ronlp oh belieye*tis yery caſieto provethat theſeFaults 
that you m-ntion proceed from new Cards, and not from old; for I 
know that at the firſt breaking of the ſmall or ſcribling Cards, the Wool 
1s ſpoil'd, and when Shoot by the Weaver between that which was Car- 
ded in Cards after well ſetled to work, has been the occaſion of Girds and 
Cochels; andall !nduſtrious Clothicrs arc ſo well appris'd of this matter, 
that they take Methods to prevent any Damage by it, which for the Med- 
Iy they have one way, and forthe White anotner ; asto bad Grounds, you 

ew agreatdeal of Ignorance in ſaying it proceeds from ol? Cards, for it is 
moſt common by the Mill-Man's cheating the Clothierof his Soap, which 
cauſesthe Cloth to waſte in the Mill; and ſomerimes it procecds from the 
Wooll being ſlam'd in Scouring, damag'd in dying, or theWooll taking Da- 
mage at Sea by the Sal - Water, and athouſand other Accidents, Mr. B— 
Pray what is the Reaſon you are for prohibiting the putting of old Wire 

into 
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into new Leather? Where1s the harmin thaf, if the Cards are not:ſold 
to the Clothicr for new Wire Cards? 

Dick.It ſpoils the Wool, becauſe the Wire is not ſtrong cnough to cleat 
it well, and 1s equally as prejudicial ro the Wool in ll Reſpz&s as the old 
Cards are; and1s ſold to the Clothicr for new Wire Cards, which is a 
Cheatupon them; andif this was buteffetually prohtbired, there wou'd 
be the greater Confumprtion of Wire, and the more work for the Wire- 
Drawers. 

Tim. The Clothicrs are now become fo wiſe as not to be cheated with 
them, for every one that knows any thing of the Woollen-ManufaQture 
can ſce the difference between Cards made of old and new Wire ; and tho' 
theſe Cards will not do fo much Work as new Wire- Cards will, yct they 
will Card the Wool as well, and ſporl none at the firlt bringing them to 
work, asnew Cards do, andthe Wireis ſtrong enough to wear out two 
Lcathcrs, and why it ſhou'd not be put into new Leather cannot imagine. 
I think we ought to beas good Husbands as we can, and tho'this is by an 
old Att of Parhament prohibited, I ſuppoſe there was no other reafon 
for it, than thatat the firſt prattice of it fome Clothiers were impos'd upon 
by the Card-makers, and bought old Wire Card for new; | muſt confefs 
that you arc in theright, when you ſay, the prohibiting this Cuſtom wou'd 
be a means that the Wire-Drawers wou'd bethe better kept at Work, and 
a greater Conſumption of Wire; butif weſhou'd Petition for a Bill that 
no Coat ſhall be turn'd or mended, and tho' this wou'd fer more poor 
Hands to work then the prohibiting of the ſetting of old Wire into new 
Leather would, yet it wou'd I doubt not but be thought a very ridiculous 
Petition, and ſoon reje&ted ; and why you ſhou'd itruggle for a greater 
Conſumption for Wire and Leather, I cannot imagine, when you know 
how often the Card-makcrs and Wire Drawers have play'd a Weck or a 
Fortnight together for want of it. Can you imagine that ſo wife a Parlia- 
ment as now Great Britain 1s bleſt with, ſhou'd paſs'an A@ todifable a 
thouſand Hands from carning any thing towardtheir Maintenance inthe 
Woollen way, to one that the Att will employ in the Card-making Trade, 
and give you ſo greatan Aſcendant ovyerthe Clothicr, that he will be un- 
ableroprevent the Card-maker from debaſinglis Cards,and exatting whar 
Price he pleaſes for them, to the total Eclipſing of the Trade ot chis 
Kingdom, which in the end will tothe Card-maker be equally asdetrimen- 
tal as it will at preſent be to the Clothicr ? | 

Dick. You have ſtrange Notions of this matter Mr. Meanwell, I wou'd 
willingly cacar up your drooping Spirits; what do you think if the Card- 
makers wou'd give you Bond to {ſupply you with as good Cards, and as 
Cheap after thepaſling of this Bill as they now dozand be obliged togive ſix 

| B Shillings 
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Shillings per Dozen for the old Scribling Boards, and two Shillings per Do- 
zen forold ſmall Boards ; I will give ſuch a Bondtoal!l the Clothiers 1 deal 
with, which are more than Two hundred, and I Gare ſay all the Card- 
makers will dothe ſame. 

Tim. | wou'd notgivea Braſs Farthing for Twenty ſuch Bonds, and if 
any Clothier is drawn into this Snare, I am aſſured they will quickly be 
tired out with faulry Cards, or in one Year the beſt Stock in Froom reduced 
tonothing Beſides, what you mention is not an Equivalent, the old Cards 
adyancea great deal more of ready Caſh, and I hear nothing propos'd to 
help chem that uſe the old Cards; and is this what you havein view? do 
pou think the fine Clothier will be brib'd by avating two Shilling ia Twenty 

y the aforeſaid Allowance to fit ſti]l and ſee the Bill paſs without ſhewing 
the Parliament our Reaſons againſt it ; they are too ſenſible of your In- 
abiliry to: perform theſe Conditions after you have ſubjefted your ſelves 
to the Avarice of Proprietors of the Wire-Works, Tanners, &c. and I 
hope too honeſt to join with you, to lay the whole weight of your Ex- 
actions, and of allthe Traders in the Commodity that you uſe, upon 
thoſe People that uſe the old Cards, which is 1n many Places of the 
Kingdom (as Newsury and elſewhere) arethe poor Carders themſelves, 
who buy the old Cards dreſt up for three Pence per Pair ; and I cannor fee 
if the whole Burthen muſt lye upon the nzw Cuſtomers that this Bill 
will bring you, you can fell to them for leſs than. five Sl:illings per Pair _ 
for ſmall Cards, which you ſell now for two Shillings and four Pence, and 
this will bea Price beyondthe Purchaſe of the Poor. I hope it will nor 
be Superfluous to tell you of the repeated Artempts of the Card-makers 
to bring their new Cards in uſe amongſt theſe poor People, who neyer 
could break or bring thcm to Work, the Cards ſpoil'd, and not an 
Ounce of work done to Perfe&ion in them. 

Dick. T know this has been tricd at and to no purpoſe, but todebar 
them from uſing the old, and in one Year or two they will be brought 
to work as well as with new, as your Carders do. | 

Tim. Is this your Chriſtian Charity for the Poor, that you boaſt of ? 
or is this a time, when Corn is ſo very dear, and Work lo very ſcarce, 
to try the Abilities of the Poor, who wou'd be half laid in cher Graves 
before they cou'd carn their Bread, and the Clothier, Drugget-maker, 
&c. ruin'd by ill mixing, and the bigneſs of Spinning, which atrendeth 
ill Carding, and thcir Cloth brought out of Reputation, and the whole 
Manufa&ture Loſt by your Experiments? TI have ſcen enough to con- 
vince me that your deſperate Deſigns are levell'd at every Branch of the 
ManufaQture, and all muit ſharc alike in yourExa&tions,if you have the good 
Luck toget the BillEnaQted (which | hope you will not;) for notwithſtand- 


co 
Iz 


[ "1 ] 

ing your Offers and Proteſtations to the Clothiers of Trowbridge and Brad.- 
ford, you may judge rightly the Caſe they will be in, by the Card- 
makers Agent for taking Subſcriptions, one M. a Card-maker, who 
came to a poor Card-maker of Trowbridge, and deſired him to Sub- 
ſcribe five Guincas towards carrying on your Bill; and that his Bait 
ſhou'd the more caſe take, told him how liberal the very Journey-men 
and Wire-drawers had been. Quoth the poor Card-maker ſhall I ever 
get a Penny by 1t, or cver {ce my Mony again? Yes, ſaith M. tentimes 
oyer, for we ſhall all have an Opportunity to adyance our Cards to 
what Price we pleaſe: Which will be atteſted upon Oath ; as will alſo 
that of the Card-makers Bragps, that every one of them will keep 
their Coach, and oblige the Clothiers to come to them with their Hats 
in their Hands. 

Dick. Well, do your beſt, we doubt not but that we ſhall be heard, 
and get the Bill Enafted, we have took ſuch Meaſures that we fear not 
a Repulſe. 

Tim. You may be much miſtaken, we have a wiſe Parliament that 
will not be Hoodwink'd, as ſome of the Clothiers have been by your 
Amuſements. And I cannot think the Parliament will ſacrifice the whole 
Manufa&ture, from whence ſo many thouſands have their Bread, to ſo 
inconſidcrable a number as the Card: makers, and the Poor employ'd by 
them arc. 

Dick. I am 1n haſte, and haye a Journey to go. We have rode all 
our Horſes almoft ro Death for the Cauſe. 

Tim. | do not wonder to hear of the ſxd Condition that your 
Horlcs are in, ſince [ ſee you are Spur-gauling the Poor, under Pre- 
rence of ſerving them. 

Dick. T mult be gone. 

Tim. I tind you arc not able to ſtand the Teſt of a Diſputation» I 
hope God will give you more Grace, than to think: of taking away 
Men's Properties, by which they advance a great deal of Mony, and 
debar another Sctt of Men from uſing a Commodity that ſaves them 
as much Mony as it adyanceth to the others, the better to enablechem 
all for employing the Poor ; and I doubt not but our Repreſentatives 
will take care how they give up the Trade of the Woollen Manufa- 
Eture 1ato the Hands of the Dutch and, Frency, to gratify a few unrea- 
lonable Men. 

Dick. \\ hat do you mean by Unreaſonable? Pray, Mr. M—, ex- 
plain your ({-If ; we have a great many worthy Gentlemen, that are with 
Z:al purſuing our Jncereſt. 


Tim, 


Wr YH! 

Tim. I tell you, Mr. B—, I think it is altogether as Unreaſonable for 
you to Petition againſt the ſclling and uſing of the old Cards, as it 
would be for the Clothicrs to Petition that no Garment made of the 
Woollen ManufaQture ſhould be worn any longer than three Months, 
and at the Expiration of the time ſhould be Burnt; or as unreaſonable 
as if the Farmer ſhould Petition that no Hunting or Saddle Horſe ſhould 
be rode any longer than fit for that purpoſe, and then knock'd in the 
Head for the Encouragement of Breeding, which would be an Adyan- 
tage to few ; but the Ce to many other People would be ten 
thouſand times more, by want of ſo uſeful a Beaſt for Burthen, &c. and 
the Loſs as great to thoſe that would be depriy'd of the Mony which 
the diſpoſing of the Horſe would raiſe. 

Dick, Well, I ſee there 1s no End to. our Diſputes, I will be gone. 
Your Servant, Mr. Meanwell. 

Tim. I am yours, Mr. Brazenface, Farewel. 
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Made by the Wier-Drawers, Card-Makers, and Engliſh 
Wool-Clothiers; on a pretended Dialogue, ſet forth 
by the Spanzyh Wool Clothiers : Humbly offered to 
the Conſideration, of the Honourable Houle of Com- 


mons. 


miilion to the Scrutiny of this Honourable Houſe, we ſay, That we d1d not mention, either in 
our Petition, or Bill, one Word of NeW Cards being Imported : Nor indeed, did the Lawyer who 
drew up the Preamble of the Bill, ever conſult us about it. 
What is further Advanced in the faid Dialogue, we ſhall Examine, and Confute in the following 
manner. PF 
In the Firſt place, the Author R—_— that there's a ſufficient, Demand already , for courſe 
Cards, to take off the Wier that will not run to the Size, which he ſays, we call Sperfine ;, but where 
he cannot tell : by which we do conceive he intends Smell Super, becauſe that is the ſmailef fize: But in 
aniwer to this, we do Aſeert, and are ready to prove, by the Oaths of Handrels of W-er-Drawers, 
that there is not half Vent enough for Courſe-Wier. And that for want of ſufficient Vent, tir y are 
forced to draw 4own abundance of Wier, that would do uy well, and remain good and fond, at the 
Sizes fit for Courſe Cards; which when drawn down to ſmall Sizes, is utterly Unſerviceable, Beſides, 
"tis all the while very Injurious to the Labour of thoſe that Draw it, who many times cannot Earn 
above 2 4. or 34. a Day, and are alſo obliged to throw away a great deal of ſuch Wier, as a(zlefs, be- 
cauſe it Rotteth (6 faſt, rhar *ris impoſſible for them to draw it down : And further, notwithſtanlin 
the Care and Loſs of Wier-Drawers, abundance of it breaks in the Hands of the Card-Makers; which 
to their great Damage, they are —_ to throw away, afrer they have been at all the Charge of Cnt- 
ting, Doubling, and Crooking it. Nay, more than all this , notwithſtanding the Care and loſs, of 
both Wier-Drawers, and Cartmakers, tis impoilible to prevent a great deal of ſuch Wier, from being 
{:t into the Cards, where it proves extreamly prejudicial to the well making of Cloth , ſometimes break- 
ing away in great patches in the Cards, and more frequently diſcovered in its ſplitting, which is caus'd 
by the Flaws, Cols, and Hollowneſs of the Wier. And this is what the Author of the Djalggue, igno- 
rantly calls Fammer Heads : 'Tis equally Ridiculous for him to infinuate, that Foreign Wier is more 
free from ſuch accidents, for the contrary will be fully proved upon Occaſion, From hence we do 
Aver, that if Old Cards were1ail afiHe, which are nuw too commonly us'd, where Courſe'Cards are 
2 Hundred times more proper, the Fine Clothiers who make fo great a bluſter againſt Paſling the Bill 
would find themſelves more than double made amends, for cheir pretended Loſs, by the goodneſs of 
their New Cards. | 
And whereas, the Author goes on further, to tel! as not only of the Fine Clothiers, being a very In- 
genious, Underſtanding, and Conſilefable Body of Men : But that the Engliſ Wooll Clothiers, who are 
Petitioners for the Bill, are both Ignorant, .and Inconſiderable z *tis fomewhat Remarkable, that a Pere 
ſon who ſo bitterly inveighs againſt the Card- Markers, under pretence that they were going to dire& 
the $.21// Clothizrs; ſhould now be ſo Confident of hig own Inge wity, as to ſet up ro Dire& the Engliſb 
\Wooll-Clothiers, what ſort of Cards they ſhonld uſe. And therefore he tells us, that if the Bill do 
Paſs, they that now uſe Old Cards, will not Work with Courſe Cards, but Fine. Nevertheleſs, with» 
out better Arguments, the Englih Wooll-Clothiers will remain of a contrary Opinion and do ſtill 
think it proper, that Cards ought to be of a Coarſeneſs, or Fineneſs, in propurtion to the Wooll they 
make uſe of; whilſt on the other Hand, they conceive it next to impoſlible, for the broad or big Hair 
vf Coarſe Wooll, to be Drawn. into Cards ſet fo thick of ſmall Wier, that they will but juſt admit of 
the narrow or ſmall Hair of Spanzſb Wooll. Beſides, *tis their Opinion, that if the Wier be not proportj- 
oned to the Bignels and Strength of the Hair of, the Wooll, it will not be ſtrong enough to open the 
Staple of the Wooll; which if not done, there cannot be any good Yarn made, and conſequently no 
good Ground to the Cloth , neither will it prove ſo well in the Mill. And 'tis for this Reaſon, that Old 
Cards are found ſo prejudicial to the well Making of Cloth; becauſe the Wooll Carded with them is 
uever well opened; the Wiers being ſo ſmall, and ſer fo thick together, that they have neither room 
to let in the Wooll, nor ſtrength to hold it. Beſides, *tis Ridiculous to imagine, that Fine Cards 
through uſe, being render'd Unſerviceable any longer to the Fine Clothiers, whoſe V Vooll is Small an4 
weak; ſhonld afrerwards be fit for Carding of Courſe Wooll ; which by reaſon of its bigneſs and 


ſtrength, requires a Wier Four times as big, F 


I: th- beginning, the Dialogue Anthor Charges us with altering the Title of the Bill z but with ſub- 
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As to what has been {aid about the Thickneſs of Cloth where Old Cards are ns'd, the ſame has been 
fufficiently anſwered already, and the Author of the Dialogue has therein becn forced to acknowledge 
that 'tis impoilible '© make their Fine Cloth T hick, b<caule 'tis (mall Spun ;, which fully makes gud 
what we formerly have Advanced, viz. T hac the bignels ut the Yarn is the ſole Reaſon, why the Cloth 
proves thick, where Old Cards are us'd. And indeed, tis almoſt impoilible to have it ſm2ller, and 
thereby make a better Ground to the Cloth, unleſs they Work with New Cards, of a finenefs ſuitable 
to the fort of Wooll they uſe ;, becauſe the Old Cards tor the Reaſons above mentionel, do never tho- 

ronghly Gard, but only Mumble the Y Vooll. And the Author of the Dialogue, when he tells the fine 
' *Story of 40 {b, in a pair of Old ſmall Cards, and 12 Score in a pair of Old Scribling Car4s, calls it by 
the Name of Doing, not Carding ; tho”, 'tiz true he preſently falls to h:s Old Method, and tells us, that 
it will be no Detriment. But here the Engl. V Vooll Clothiers can by no means agree with him, for 
the Reaſons aforeſaid, Yer, 'tis ſomewhat ſtrange, confidering his way of V\ riting, how he came to 
put any Bounds at all to the uſe of Old Cards, for he might with the ſame Authority have carried it fur- 
ther, and ſaid, That Old Carls are better, the longer they are uſed : whereby he would have made 
a Diſcovery, that the making of New Cards is detrimental to tae Intereſt of the Nation, And here 
we cannot but obſerve, that he prefers the Ule of Old Scribling Cards, to 4 very large Extent; as 
thinking pethaps, it may be taken that they are uſei, as Scribling Card, but he and we alſo well know 
the contrary ; for the Ol4 Card Gatherer ( a Tradeſman much in his Eſteem ) takes the Old Scribtin 
Leaves, and rips off ſo much of the Ends and Sides of 'em, as will reduce them to the Siz2 of Hand 
Cars; and then the bettet tov conceal the Cheat, Nail> them on New Boards, and afterwards expoles 
them to Sale : So that we cannot Imagine with what Realon, this Author could advance the doing of 
12 Score i1 a Pair, when 'tis well known that the Engl. Wooll-Clothiers, who Ui? New Cards, do 
commonly Card no more than zo Pound in a Parr. 

We ll conclude our Remarks on this part of his Dialogue, with aſſerting, That the Eng/:f) Wooll- 
Clothiers, how mean and incon(iderable foever in his Eſteem, are above Three parts in Four of the Wool- 
21 Mzauufaturers of the Kingdom, and daily gain Ground by «their Ingen ity in making of Cloth, in 
which, if they arenot diſcourag'd by Clamours, and deny'd proper Materials, they are like to Cope 
with the ©.17./5 Wool Clothiers, not only at Home, but at Foreign Markets ; and by the Way, it may fairly 
bz c.acludel, this 15 the chief Reaſon Why our Bill has met with ſuct: Oppoſition, becauic our Enemies 
are ſenſible, that if the Bill was Committed, it wonld ſoon be prov'd, that the paſling of it into a Law, 
woul4 not depreſs, bur raiſe the Price of Ergl;fp Wool, by the well making of G'oth, which now is ſpoil'd 
in Old Cards, and thereby the Glory of the Exgliſb Woollen Manutature, in a great Meaſure, eclips'd : 
And though the Clothiers, whoſe Wooll is carded in them, are realy co ſink under the Burden of it, 
as may be ſeen by their Petitions; yet, unleſs a*Law be made, to reſtrain Hawking Fellows, who cor- 
rupt their Spinners, they cannot he relieved. *Tis, therefore, humbly hop'4, That the great Wiſlom 
of the Honou-able Houle of Commons will Inſpe& into it, and give all necefſary Encouragement to that 
part of the Woollen Manufa&ture, whoſe Materials are the Produ& of our own Nat'on. 

It Wold be ſtrange, to ſee a Maker of Fine Hats, inſtru one who makes Courſe Hats, or Velts ; 
when, *tis well known, that ſcarce one in a Hundred, that makes Fine Hats, knows how 10 make a 
good Conrſe Hat, Then, 'tis equally ridiculous, for a Fine-Clothier to ſet up for an Inſtruter of the 
E:ylifh Woll-Clathier, or Courſe-Clothier, the Caſe being exacly.parallel. 

We ſhall, in the next place, briefly take Notice of the Damage that *tis pretende1 the Fine-Clothier 
will ſuſtair, by not ſelling his Old Cards, and the Detriment to the Publick, by the Advance of Leather, 
if our Bill-ſhould paſs. ; | 

- As to the fiſt, we are now {o happy as to find, Taat the Author, in his Dialogne, is ſo kind to own, 
that th? Old Small Cards are fold to the Spinners at Newherry for 3d a Pair, Which; if 1t be conſider'd, 
That Newberry is near yo Miles from Trowbridge, or Bradford ;, and making a moderate Allowance to the 
GCard-Gatherer, for dreiling them, it cannot be ſuppos'd, that this Diminutive Trader can afford to give 
mich more than a peany p:r Pair, which the Card-Makers themſelves will give, only for the Boirds, to 
nail more Cards on ; (o that the pretended Danaage is now, by their own Confeſlijon, entirely vaniſh'd, 
Wh-t.can be further alleig'd, muſt beon the Old Scribhling Leaves, of which ſort, there is not one Pair 
To6Alim'd in the making of a Cloth of 1541. Price, which, if there was, the ſaid Old Scribbling Leaves 
ars (011 ſometimes for 5 d, at other times, for 84, or10d.a Pair, which is the moſt, out of which Snm, 
the Card-Maker would willingly give 4 4. or 54. a Pair for the Boards, and take off the Leaves him Cf, 
whereas, he now gives the Clothiers Servants near that Sum for taking them off, that he may have the * 
Boar ls; So that we think, we have made itclear enough, that the Fine-Clothier's Loſs, by his not (ell- 
ins the O14 Cards, cannot be above 5d. ina Cloth of 15 /. Price : On the other hand, The Fine-Clo- 
thiers have made a great Noiſe of the abundance of Caſh which the Old Cards raiſe in Trade , where 

Mev talk of 5 4.4 Yard, andſach ridiculous Stuff, whereas all the New Cars made uſe of therein, do not 
bot them near {© much. Upon the whole, 'tis humbly hop'd, That Our Wiſe Senators will from 
hence diſcover, that the Fine-Clothiers aim at nothing more, than to keep our Ergl;fþ Wooll Manyu- 
faQure in Dilgrace, under their Pret nces of (ultaining Damage. 

'But this Author goes on to tell us of a great Advance that there would be on Leather, if the Bil! ſhould 
paſs, an4 he is fo canrious of our Ruin, that he pretends, he was never more [tartled, than to {ce us fo for1 
of accompliſhing it, by endeavouring to get our Bill paſs'd ; anq therefore he is fo kind to give ns No- 
tice, that the Advance of Leather will be fo large, that 6 4. on a Pair of Stoves will be the leaſt. But 
notwithſtanding all theſe Pannick Fears, which, he pretends, have ſeiz'd him, we cannot he coinced, 
without {ome Ground for it ;, but 'tis the Misfortune, there is none, which if the Dialogue Author 
thought there was, whillt he was Writing, then it was Malice agaiaſt our Bill, that made him take ſac!; 
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2 Crocolile Method : If through Ignorance, which we wou'd charitably believe, then et him conſider 
for his further Information, that the Quamiity of Leather to be us'd in the making of Cards, if th's Biſl 
do paſs, is not the 5ooth Part of the Calve Skins tanned in this Kingdom; and of the Calve Skins ts'd 
in making of Cards, not rooth Part of them is of rhe Thickneſs of thoſe which are commonly made ufe- 
of in making Shooes : Beſides, all the Calve Sk-ns to be made nſe of, if the Bill dopafk, are rot the 20th 
part of what is Expurted out of the Kinglom, for want of Ven', After all, we cannot but hope that 
our Wiſe Repreſentatives in Parliameat will ſve what a Toving Fellow-Subje& we have in ris Dialozne 
Author z who not only diſcovers his Inclinations, to have the |'roprietors of our Wier- Work dilconrag'd, 
the Owners of a Commodity in which T houlanas of Pour are Imployed, (fully ſhewing his g004 W:1l at 
the ſame time to the Engl fp Wooll-Clothier, whom he has finely Rid:cul'4) but is a!ſo defrrous to mani- 
feſt his tender Concern for the Tanner, who he fears islike to get ſomething by it. Now tho' the Mate- 
rials which the Tanner Uſes, are our own roduR, yet by our Authors goo4 will, if he is like to get 
any thing bv the Pafling our Bill, a!l muſt be ſet afide, and Sacrificed to the Ambition and Avarice of 
the $p.2:ſþ Wooll Clotiiers. But to put an end to this, SnbjeR of Shoes, we may from hence with 
goud Reaſon Conclude, as” tis well known to all Traders in Leather, that if the Bill do Paſs, it cannot 
proJuce the Advance of 5 4. 01a Hundred = of Shooes. 

Bat or Dialogue Author, coul1 not touch on this Subje& of Leather, without telling the World that 
the Card Makers get Money by Buying thick Leather amongſt their thin; and ſay+, They Sz! rhe 
Thick to the Shooe- Makers, for 1 4. or 24. a Vourd dearer, and fo bring t'xir own thin Leatter the 
Cheaper. But here we ar: oblig'd to telt our Dialogne Aathor, that notwitaſtanding the Complement 
he is plzas'1 to give himſelf of his Jzcennity, Vnderftinding, and Ability in Clothing, he appears extream- 
lv Ignorant in this Aﬀair of L-1ther : An4 ſhoul3 a Perſon, us'd to Buy or Szll it, have advarcet ſuch 1 
way of Valuing it; ſome woul4 have ſaid, his Sknll was a Calves Head. But to bring this Diſcouric 
ahout Leather toa reriod ;, we do Aﬀert, (and Appeal to all Traders in that Cumodity ) that 't's a 
Pratice of the Card-Mikers, to give more in Price: for their Leather when Thin, than when Thick 
and that when any Skins are too Thick for their Uſe, they. Sell them to the Shooe Makers, at 4 P<ny 
or Two Pence a Pajr leſs than they gave. Thus far we are ſure, that this is a Univerſal Method in Buy- 
ing and Selling with Money : But if our Dialogue Author objeqts, that *tis otherwiſe in the Mode of 
Truckirg, we will not diſpute the Point with him, becauſe his Þrgenzury, Underſtznding, and Ability may 
be too large for us. 

As to his Diſcourſe about the Subſcriptions of the Wier-Drawers, an4 Card-Makers, and alſo the 
Wier-Seller, together with ſome other Fragments of his Dialogue, we cannot ſuppoſe but that our 
Author, when on this Suhje&, was extreamly- well pleas'd ; becauſe he is very tree throughout the 
whole, - in diverting himſelt about them, t=lliag mauy pretty Stories of their Kiding in Coaches, havwig 
what Price they pleaſe for their Cards, how Liberal they are in Subſcribing, &c. An4 theſe Noble 
Conceits are ſo buſy with him, that at lengin he pretends to haye heard, that 1, G. Subſcribd ol. 
and the reſt of the Maſter Card- Makers proportionable, That th: Wier-Drawers Subſcribed ; /. each, 
an41 even the Journey-M-n Cardmakers 40 5. Now tho? perhaps he never heard of theſe fine Storics, 
yet he lets us know why he Relates them, by ſaying, that the Wier-Drawers are not ſo Poor, as ſome 
wou'd make the World believe. In Anſwer, we muſt in this Caſe acknowledge, that we have no Wit- 
neſſes to prove a!l there ſaid, was mzerly of his owa Invent.on but we are ſure, that to the beſt of our 
Knowledzz, not a Syllable of it is true, and indeed ris _—_— for moſt of it to be ſo; for we can 
produce above 105 of theſe pretended Subſcribers, whoſe Subſtance if all put together, is not worth 

os. or 3 1 which he makes to be the Subſcription of each, And chat none may be Impoſed npon with 
fach an lufinuating Falſhood we can by very « redible Proof make it appear, that thoſe Perſons which 
he pretends are Sub(cribers, are now reidy to Styrve, for want of that Employment which they have 
been bred up to: many of whom are Re!tev'd by the Parith, and others Travelling the Country, where 
they are force1 to beg their Bread. And by a moderate Computation, the Perſons depending on, and 
well $kill'd in the Drawing of Wier, and making of Cards, can with earning a poor Maintenance, 
make double the Cards that are now made , fo that the pretence of the great Advance of Cards that 
would enſue npon Paſling our Bill, is entirely Groundleſs. But there is one thing more Remarkable, 
relating to the Dialogue Author's Fancy, about the Manner and Sums Subſcribed, viz. That 'tis ſaid, 
Mr. W-- the Wier-Setler will ſpend 19001. for the Caſe, and this he ſays, he believes to he true, 
which if it was really his Opinion, 'twas pitty he did not think of telling that Story before ; for then 
he would have av'd himſelf the trouble of forming ſuch Extravagant Sums, as he has for the Wier- 
Drawers and 'Car4. Makers, becauſe he might have been certain, that 1000 /. was enough, without 
their Contribution z for he may aure himſelf to his Comfort, there will never be half that Sum 
ſpent about it 3 but the misfortune is, that Mr. W. never propog'd it, nor was ever defired to give one” 
Farthing towards it : And our Dialogue Author who pretends, that tis plain the ſaid Mr, W. deſign'd 
ro get 70000 Þ, by it, is now like to be miſtaken again, and the rather becauſe Mr. W. ſells Wier as a 
Servant, for a certain Sallary, which is the fame, whether he Sells little or much. 

Laſtly, The Author of rhe Dialogne is not aſhamed to Patronize the Abuſe of putting Old Wier into 
New Leather, which fully ſhews his kindneſs to the Wier-Drawers, and Card Makers, for if a 
Cheat of that nature, which differs onl; from the Wicked Praftice of making falſe Money, in that 
O14 Wier may not fo eaſily be diſcern'd by the Buyer, as Falſe Money; we fay, if fach a Cheat which 
is already too common, notwithftanding the Law againſt it, be further Conntenance4, and even War- 
ranted by the Auguſt Afſi mbly of Parliament, as our Auchor weul4 have it, then the Poor Wier Drayv- 
ers. and Card- Makers muſt Starve for lack of Employ, or be forced to take ill Courſes. 

An4 as few Cheats are unattended with other 1!! Practices, amongſt many inſtances, our Author 

could 


- 
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tould have given us one of this kind, if he ha4 bat recollefted, that not many Years ſince, he hinſc if 
was obliged to give Evidence at Wells Aſſizes, againſt one of his Dealers, who Sold him Cars Stollen 
from the Maker I. G. of Froome, for which and the like Pradtices, that Dealer is Gnce Hanged. 

Alſo we cannot bur obſerve, that the Dialogue Author ſeems very unwilling, that the Clothier ſhould 
bz a, guilty of Inſulting over, or Oppreiling the Card-Makers ; and fince he can't deny what we 
have formerly ſaid, about the Card-makers being kept off, a long time from their Monics, and often 
impos'd upon, with Damnified Goods inftead of Specie ;; he tells us, that ſome pay ready Money, and 
there are others who ſtay but a little while; In Anſwer to which, it muſt be acknowledg'd, that ther - 
are _ Dealers, if compared with others ; but yet moſt of thoſe that pay ready Money, are 1 
unmerciful in beating down the Price, that few or none can have Journe | Pome Wages tor their 
Cards: And the little Vent _ _ for their Goods, fimce the growing Practice, of putting Old 
Wier into New Leather, together with the Merchandizing of Old Cards, by the Hawking Card Ca- 
therers, —_— them to take what Price the Clothiers plcaſe to give them. 

We thall ſay no more at preſent; but Refer theſe, as we have done our former Reaſons, with *ub- 
mijhion, to the Wile Conſideration of our Repreſentatives in Parliament, who we Humbly hope, will 
take luch Methods, as they ſhall think moſt Convenient, for the Redreſling our particular Grievance, 
and improving our own Manufa@ture; Praying in the mean time, that the Card-Makers who I etiti- 
oned the Honourable Houſe, for leave to bring in the Bill, and Subſcribed towards the neceſſary Char- 
LES 3 may be protetted from the unreaſonable Inſults, of thoſe Clothiers ( who are many ) and have 
agreed not to deal with them, the Card-Makers, unleſs they firlt Pay thole Clothicrs the Charges they 
have been at, in oppoſing their Bill, ---- 


1d ſeeing nothing more is now Incumbent on us, than to prove by Word of Mouth, what we have hnbeyi 
oe” is Price ; we take leave to add, that we Humbly hope, this Honourable Houſe will pleaſe to vouch- 
ſafe our Bill « Second Reading : And if it be then Committed to a Third time, in Order for a Hearing of 
Th Caſe on both fides, which is what we moſt earneſtly defire, we doubt not but to make Due and Satis- 
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To the Commons of Great Britain in Par- 
liament Aflembled. 


The Clothiers REASONS agarnſt Paſſing the BILL for Prohibiting the 


Importation of Foreign Wooll Cards, and to prevent the Abuſes in making 
the ſame with old Wire. 
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upon the Clothiers. 


Ic will bs impuſſible that the Hands now employ'd ſhould be ſufficient to anſwer the Demand, eſpecially the firſt Year after the 
paſſing of the Att, which will put the Card-makers upon employing all the Hands poſſible for them to get, whether Inſtructcd in 
their Art or not; and when ſuch an addition of unskilful Hands are put upon the Work together, it will be an unavoidable Means to dcbaſe 
the Cards, and impoſſible for the Clothiers to get the uſual quantity of Work done in them, or that which is done will not be fo well Carded ; 
and as a demand for Wire, and of Calyes-Leather (Commodities ſo yery ſcarce, that the Wire-drawers and Card-makers have oft-n been 
at Play a Weck or Fortnight together for want of it) will be proportionable to the demand of Cards, no doubt but it will give the Pro- 
prictors of the Wire- Works, the Ingroſſers of the Wire, the Wire-drawers, and the Tanners of the Calves Skins, an opportunity to exact of 
the Card-makers what they think fit, and be a means, by this new Conſumption of Leather, to advance 64. per Pair upon Shocs, and will 
be a neceſſary Occaſion for the Card-maker to adyance the Price of his Cards, beſides the Opportunity that he will have co gratife his na- 
tural Inclinations of exacting upon and inſulting the Clothiers, to the enriching himſelf, though to the Ruin of the Woollen Manufacture 1n 
eneral. 
: And it muſt be concluded that the Card- makers Demand will be ſo very great, as before obſery'd, that every Clothier will be forced to 
wait the making up of a Dozen, and be able to make their Cards a ready Mony Commodity z w hereas the Card-makers now carry their Cards 
forth to the Clothiers near Sixty Miles round chem, and give three or ſix Months Credit for the ſame. 

The Spaniſh Wooll Clothiers debarr'd by this A& from ſelling a uſeful Commodity, that by its Reputation is every Day advancing, and 
doth daily adyance great Sums of ready Calh to the finz Clothiers, the better to enable them for employing the Poor. 

The Eng Wooll Clothicrs, Drugget-makers, &c. prevented from buying the old Cards, which will com< to them much cheaper than the 
new, and do their Work much better than new courſe Cards will; and it bh been always the Practice of th: Spaniſh Wooll Clothier to ell his 
old Cards to the Engliſh Wooll Clothicr, cyer fince the Woollen Manufatture has been a Trade in the Kingdom. 

In many Parts of the Kingdom, as Newbury, &c. the poor Spinners buy their own Cards (the Clothiers compenſating the ſame by an Al- 
lowance in their Wages) which now the Spinners buy at ſo low a Rate as 3d. per Pair. If they are oblig'd to buy new, and if ſo fine as the 
old that they now ule, will coſt 25. 4.4. per Pair as now Sold, which will be adyan ced at leaſt to 5 s. per Pair; too great a Purchaſe for the 
Poor. | 

And as the poor Carders in many Parts of the Kingdom have been always taught to work in the old, it will be yery difficult for them to 
break and bring their new Cards to work, and utterly diſinable them from earning of a Penny towards their Maintenance, the Cards ſpoil, 
and not an Ounce of W ooll done to Perfection in them, which will be attended with bad Spinning : Inſtances of which have been many, by 
the repeated Attempts of the Card-makers to bring their new Cards in uſe amongſt theſe poor People, that have always been uſed to work in 
the old, and *tis well known that the beſt of the Spaniſh Wooll Carders are not able to clear ſeveral Pounds of Wooll well at the firſt breaking 
of the Cards, which ſheweth the Skill that is required in bringing the new Cards to work, as abovye- mentioned. 

It 1s yery odd that the Card-makers ſhould take upon them to dire& the Clothiers what Cards to uſe, and to oblige them by an A& of 
Parliament to ſubmit to their unjuſt, unreaſonable, and altogether nonſenſical Notions. 

For as they pretend in their printed Caſe, That Wooll will not prove in the Mill when Carded in old Cards, which is notoriouſly Falſe ; 
for it is well known the thickeſt Cloth in the Kingdom is Carded with old Cards, and the fineſt Cloth in the Kingdom is the thinneſt, which 
is Carded with the new. 

The old Cards will Card Engl; Wooll as well and as clear as new Cards do Spaniſh, which is a thicker and cloſer hair'd Wool, and re- 
quires more Carding than Engiz/h doth, as witneſs the difference of the Price for Scribling and Carding the two ſorts of Wooll. 

For notwithſtanding what the Card-makers ſay in their Printed Caſe, in relation to the Difference to the Clothier, in uſing old or new 
Cards, 1s not 6 4. per Cloth of 15 /. Price, is more than ſo much a Yard, and if this Bill be ena&ed, will be capacitated to bring the Charge 
to the Clothier for Cards to what Price he pleaſe. | 

As to the taking out of old Wire, and ſetting it into new Leather, the Reaſons for Prohibiting the ſame was, as I humbly conceive, be- 
cauſe ſeyeral Card-makers, at the firſt Praftice of it, had impos'd upon ſeveral unskilful Clothiers the ſaid old Wire Cards for new Wire Cards, 
wiich was a Fraud and - Cheat upon them ; bur now every Man, that knows any thing of the Trade, doth eaſily diſcoycr *em, and tho? 
theſe old Wire Cards will not do ſo much Work as new Wire Cards do, yet they clear the Wooll as well, and ſpoil no Wooll in bring- 
ing them to Work as the new Cards do, | 

If this Bill be EnaQted, it will bring a farther Hardſhip upon the Poor, for many Families that are now employ'd in dreſſing, and mend- 
1g, and carrying the old' Cards to Market, will be depriy'd of an Employment, whereby they get a very handſome Maintenance and Pro- 
vition' for their Families. 

None of the Clothiers that ſign'd the Card-makers Petition for bringing in the Bill, or very few of them, thought the Prohibiting the Sale 
and Uſe of old Cards was intended ; but now perceiving the Trick that was like to be put upon them, haye unanimouſly ſign'd a Pctition 
againſt the ſaid Clauſe, the Truth of which may be ſecn, if the two Petitions from Froome, the one for bringing in the Bill, and the other 
againſt the ſaid Clauſe, be compar'd together, 

it 1s very plain, that the Card-makers have nothing more in view than the enriching themſelyes with the Spoil of the Clothiers, for as in 
the Preamble of the Bill, it is ſaid ſeyeral ill diſpos'd Perſons in Contempt of ſeveral Acts and Statutes import Foreign W ooll Cards and 
Card-wire, and that the latter is not ſo good for Cards as Engliſh, which ſerves only for an Amuſement to lome of the Clothiers, to induce 
them to fign a Petition ; for it is well known no Forcign Wooll Cards haye been imported into this Kingdom this forty Years, nor no Fo- 
reign Wire us'd in Cards this twenty fix Years ; and notwithſtanding the Foreign Wire are better then F-g/ſp, yet our Engliſh Cards arc ber- 
ter then any in the World beſides ; and were the former Acts deficient, yer the Reputation that our \Wooll Cards made here have obtain'd 
Abroad, would be ſufficient to diſcourage the importing of Foreign Carus hither, and now great quantities of Z£xg/;/5 Cards are exported 
trom this Kingdom. 

If the Petitions for and againſt the ſaid Bill be examin'd into, it will appear that all che principal Clothiers of this Kingdom haye ſign'd the 
Petitions againſt the ſaid Bill ; and thoſc for it are the moſt ignorant and the moſt incorfiderable Clothiers of this Realm. 

Note, That the Payments to the Poor in all Clothing Towns and Villages are higher, proportionable to the number of the Tnhabitants, 
than now it is at Froome, complain'd of by the Card-makers in their Printed Caſe, and the Poor employ'd by the Clothicrs, by the Decay of 
Trade, as badly kept at Work. 
| The aforeſaid Conſiderations ſhow, that the Bill will cauſe our Cloth to come much dearer to Marker, and debaſc it in its principal Qua- 
lifications, by loſing that Glory we fo juitly have obtain'd in the Sweetneſs of our Mixture, which have ſo deſeryedly ſupplanted the Dutch 
in Foreign Markets, impower them and the Dutch, who are our Competitors in Trade, to vnderſell us Abroad, to the total cclipſing the 
Trade of this Kingdom, and to the further deprefling the Price of Wooll, and to the redncing of Thouſands of Familics to Beggary, which: 
ve humbly hope a Regard will be had to, before ſo inconſiderable a number as the Card-makers and the Poor cmploy'd by them are z and 
who, tho” for a ſhort time will have great Advantages by the ſaid Bill, wall in the end be equally as Detrimental to 

Theſe are our Reaſons againſt Paſling the Bill, and hope they may be of ſuch weight with the Honoutable Houſe, to throw out the 
lame, 'which if Ena&ted, wall end fully to compleat the Ruin of the Staple Frade of our Nation, 


| 3 HERE will be a double Demand upon the Card-makers, to what there now is, which will bring the following Inconyeniencics 
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Paſſing the BILL for Prohibiting the - 
Importation of Foreign Wool-Cards, 
and to prevent the Abuſes in making 
the ſame with Old Wire. 
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To the Right Honourable II5/ 


The Lords Commiſſioners of His MajesTy?s 
TREASURY. 


The Humble PETITION of 
JOHN WALLE R, 


Gold and Silver WIRE-DRAWER, 


SHEWE T H, 


=F1 HAT your Petitioner did, for the Improvement 
Wl in making Gold and Silver LACE, by great 

| Labour and Study in Philoſophy and Chemiſtry, 
| compleat theRetining of STEEL, for the making 
Mills for the Flatting Gold and Silver Wire for 
the making of Lace ; which Invention has kept 

zl ſome Money in this Kingdom that muſt have 
7 fl I been ſent into France to purchaſe Mills. 

_ That your Petitioner 1s the Inventor of the 
refined Steel Razors which have been vended in moſt Parts of Europe 
with general SatisfaQtion, and that your Petitioner hath had the Ho- 
nour to ſerve His MaJjesTyY and ſeveral of the Nobility and Gentry 
with the ſame, who can atteſt their Goodneſs, by which means he 1s 
become acquainted with the Nature and Quality of Metals: And 
that your Petitioner knowing the French to exceed us in the Colour 
of their Lace, begs leave to obſerve to your Honours, that this is 
owing to our Refining of Silver with Lead, and not exhaling or drive- 
ing the Lead entirely off, and cleanſing with other proper Ingre- 
dients, which is the Reaſon why the Eng/z/þ Silver has that Blueneſs ; 
as alſo, that the Gold is corrupted by the mixing of Copper in the Leaf, - 
and changes red, which is contrary to the A& in One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty-one, which expreſly ſays, f ſhall be without any 
Alloy.---That our Refiners adhered to that A& no longer than Three 
Months; and that the Officers not being ſufficient Judges of the Na- 
ture of the Thing, by being unacquainted with the Arts uſed in the 
above pernicious Practices, could not prevent the ſame; nor, conſe- 
quently, could the A&t be put in Force agreeable to the common 
Good intended thereby. That your Petitioner waited on the Lord 
DvuPrL.1n at that Time, and three Months after ſhew'd that Noble 
Lord how the Refiners had departed from their Duty, contrary to 
the AQ. 
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' 
_—_—— —_— 


That 


* 3 WR 
—_ > 


= 


( 2] 

That your Petitioner humbly begs Leave to acquaint your Lord- 
ſhips, that by the Means of theſe Praftices the Engh/h Manufacture 
in Lace Brocades, &c. is exceedingly injur'd, and will (if not re- 
medied) be entirely ruined, we having already loſt great Part of our 
Foreign and Home Trade, which is occaſioned only by the C:- 
wvetouſneſs of Five Refiners, who, by the aforeſaid baſe Praftices, moſt 
cruelly oppreſs upwards of Eighty Thouſand People, and to the great 
Prejudice likewiſe of His Majeſty's Revenue. 


Wherefore, your Petitioner moſt humbly prays your Honours 
to take this Matter into Conſideration, moſt humbly hoping 
for Redreſs. 


And your Petitioner (as in Duty bound) ſhall ever pray, &c. 


——_— 


Li — 


To which Petition the Honcurable Lords of His Majeſty's Treaſury 
granted Reference to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, who made firift Exa- 
mination into the Aﬀair, and had before them one Lace-Man, one Breo- 
cade Weaver, Mr. Sharp, a Refiner and Maker of Lace, and the Pe- 
titioner ; and finding the ManufaFtory of Gold and Silver Lace for Ages 
greatly hurt, the Honourable Commiſſioners return'd into the Treaſury, that 
it was neceſſary that there ſhould an Afay-Maſler be appointed to the 
making of Gold and Silver Wire, as there is to the making of Gold 
and Silver Plate at Gold/miths-Hall, and likewiſe in Foreign Nations for 
this ManufaQtory, which will be the cnly Way to prevent the Importation of 
Foreign Gold and Sifoer Lace into this Kingdem, to the Increaſe of His 
Majeſty's Revenue and Employment of the Pocr, who are uftvards of Four- 
ſcore 'Thouſand, dependeit on this Menufattory. * 


This Amendment for the At we hope will be brought into the 
Parliament the next Seſſions by the Honourable Gentlemen, and 
all True Eng/;/þ Hearts will ſurely Accede to it. 
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| - Betfoze the right honozable Geozge Bonde Lowe Ma'oz of 
, *ye Caide Citty , and the right wozſhipfull the Aldermen his byethzen, 


therthings enacted , eſtabliſhed , and ozdered:that from after the viii.day of the 
$ lame monethof Nonember,vntillthe feaſt ofthe byzth of our Lozd God, whych 
ſhalbe in Anno Domini,1 58 g.itt all andeuery caſeand canſes,where the ſeller of any cloath oz cloatheswhat- 
ſoeuer, Linnen oz tWollen, Kerſies, Fryſes , Rugges, Bayes,Cottons , 02 other cloathes oz thinges whatſoe - 
ner, ſhalbe by vertueofany Actes,cuſtome,vſage oz ozdinaunces herctofoze eſtabliſhed oz vſed within th? ſayde 
Citty.By common Councelloz otherwiſe foz the papment ofany quantityſumme o2ſumsof moncy whatſoeuer 
vſuallie payed,oz to be payed by any ſellerinthe Citty of London , oz the liberty,ozthe Suburbes thereof, foz 0 
by the name ofHallage: That then the buyer ofall and eueryſuch Cloath oz Cloathes,Linnen oz (Wollen , Ker- 
ſyes,Fryſes,Rugges,Bayes,Cottons oz other Cloathes oz thinges whatſocuer, ſhall by vertue oftheſayd acte 
be charged# chargeabletopay likequantity ſumme o2ſummes of mory,as hath been,is 02 ſhalbe vſually payd oz 
patable by the eller. The ſame to be payed tothehande 02 handes of ſuch perſon o2 perſons,as ſhalbe appoynied 
fromtyme totyme , by the Lozd Maioz and courte of Aldermen fox the time being, oz by thegouernoursof 
ChiiſtsYoſpitall ozthe moze part ofthem,foz the collection of themony which ſhalbe due and paiable by ſuch ſel 
{ers,to be imployed towards the charges of the buylding of BlackwelHall.Ind it was likewiſe enacted þ if any 
perſon 02 perſons, which after þ ſaid riii.day of this pzeſent moneth,ſhal buy oz cauſe.o2pzocure to be bought any 
ſuch cloathes,Lynnen,Kerlyes, Fryſes,Rugges , Bayes,Cottons 02 other thinges whatſceuer befoze expzeſſed, 
02 in true vnderſtanding 02 meaning intended by thigacte.Ind ſhall not vpondemaunde to him oz them,to bee 
made by ſuch perſonoz perſons,as are oz ſhalbe appointed foz collectionthereof as afozeſayd,befoze the Saterday 
night nertafterſuch demaund,pay oz cauſe tobe paydto the ſame perſonoz perſonsſo appoynted,oz to bee ap- 
poynted,lſuch quantitte ſumme oz ſummes of money as is appointed,meant and truelyintended by this Acte. 
That then cuery perſon which ſhall denie oz faple to pay ſuch quantity ſumme oz ſummes of money, ſhall fox ene- 
rie penny which he ſhallſodenie,refuſe, and fayle to pay,foxfeite andpaie the ſumme of iii. ſhillings iiii. pence, to 
| beleuiedbydiſtreſſe ofthe goods and Cattels of ſuch perſonoz perſons, which ſhall ſo denie , refuſe and fayle, 
wherfoeuer they ſhalbe fotid by ſuch perſon oz perſons,as are oz ſhalbe appointed agafozeſayd. Andit wasthen 
further enacted by th'authoutie afozeſayd, þ if any cloathes,eptherLinnenoz Wollen,Kcrſics ozother things be 
fore exp2eſſed ozintended by this Acte, which ſhalbe bzought to thys Citty,ſhalbe harboured oz recepued inanie 
houſe, Shop, Chamber, ozotherplace withinthis Cittte out of Blackwell hall, oz the place where cloathes ſhal- 
.be appoynted to beſolde.That then ifſuchperſon oz perſons in whoſe houſe, Shop,Chamber , oz place, the ſame 
cloathes oz other thinges as afozeſayd, ſhalbe ſo harbozed oz receiued,ſhall not betoze Saterday night,nert af- 
ter demaund,pay tothe Collectozs appointed foz Þ purpoſe as afozeſayd,oz to ſome one ofthem, allſuch ſummes 
ofmony to the vſe afozeſayd,as ſhouldhaue beene due foz Hallage_of theſame cloathes oz other thinges , if the 
ſame had bene bzought toBlackwell hall and there bought and ſolde:thenſuch perſon 02 perſons, ſhall forfeite 
theſumofiii.ſhillings itit pence fox euery penny, which fo ſhould haue beene due. The ſamepenaltyto terecoue. 
red by action of debt, bill,playnt,ozinfozmation,commented oz exhibited,and purſued in the Quenes Maiecſtreg 
courtholden inthe vtter chamber of þ Guild-hall ofthis Citty,commonly called the Maiozs courte,by and in the 
name of the Chamberlaine ofthis Citty,oz elſe to be leuied by way ofdiſtreſſe by þ perſon oz perſons, which are oz 
ſhalbe appoynted ag afozeſayd,all whichſummegof mony ſoto be recoucred eytherby diſtreſſeo2 otherwiſe,ouer 
and abone ha ou of the ſute,ſhalbe imployed in.and about the building of the ſayd Blackwell hall, 
God ſave the Queene. 
Fan at London by Hugh Singleton, Printer for the 
(ittie of London. 


By the Maor. 


Orders ſet downe for Blackewelhall. 


| Tereag by Common Councell holden in the Chamber ofthe Guildhall ofthe Citie of Lon- 
don, befoze the right honourable the Lozd Maioz of the ſame Citie, and the right wozſhip- 
*|| fullthe Atdermenyis bxethzen,and th? Commons inthe ſame common councell aſſembled, 
on the ninth day of May, in the ſeuen and thirtieth yeare of theraigne of our late Soue- 
raigne Lady Queene Elizabeth, One Acte was made and agreed vppon, the tenoz 
whereof hereafter followeth in theſe wozdes. nohereas diuers good lawes, ſtatutes, 
pA, [(\ 7 andozdinances haue beene yerefofoze deuiſed andmade, for the true and perfect making 
G2 Pl #1 ofclothes,andother the cominodities hereafter mentioned, and fox the viewing and ſear- 
ching of theſame : And yet by reaſon that a great part of the cloathes and commod:'ties 
bought tothe Citie of London to beſolde , haue not beene bzought ko the open Market place,0z places appopnted for that pur- 
poſe: But hanebeenebought and ſolve, in ſecret and pziuate houſes, places, by ſuch as haue tranſpoxted and vented them , 
in fo:raine partes beyonde the ſeas, oz retailed them in their ſhoppes at home, o2 otherwiſe at their pleaſure : The ſaide cloa- 
thes and other commoditics neither haue beene , 02 could bee corueniently viewed and ſearched , acco:ding to the true 
meaning of the ſatde Lawes,ſtatutes,and ozdinances, and thereby ag ?rpertencehathſet foxth, much dece!tfull andeutllcloth, 
and other commoditics,haue not onely beene vttered, ſolde,and tranſp987d> iromtyis Citte of London , fo fozraine partes out 
of this Kealine, to the great diccrcdite of theſaide Citie and whole Realm?, andty2 commodities ther:of,but alſo retayled and 
v:tercd within the C:me Citie, to the great offence, loſſe, and »2eiudice of many his Late tes toning Subiectes,thc wearers of 
theſame. For remedic whereof: Beit cnactcd, ozdaincd , and eſtabliſhed, bythe autyo:itie of 7;,iS Common councel,in mazer 
and fone hereafter following. Thatis to ſay,that all,and all maner of clothes, Kerſics, Friſies, Rugges, Bayes, Cottons, 
and ſtockings, and all other commodities made of ndool, 0: mixt with u9ool,o2 of axe, towe, oz Heipe, 02 mirt with any of 
them, 02 of ſilke, crewel, o2 thzeed, 02 mirt with them , 02any of them, and which are oz ſhallbemad2, w2ought, woven 
02 knit within his Maieſties dominions oz any the partes thereof. And alſo allDowlaſle, Lockeram, and Linnen clothes 
made 02 tobe made in Bzitaine,in the partes beyond the ſeas, which ſhall be bzought toth:s citie of London), oz the liberties, 
of the ame.oz to any part thereof,ve it bought by fozaine bargaine, oz to be ſolde at any time from and after the tenth day of 
June nert,ſhall be bzought to the common market place,o: places thereunto appoinfed,in,at, oz neere Blackewelhall, withur 
theſaid citie of Lond3n,and there in the ſame Market place oz places, oz ſome of them, put toſale and abſolutely ſolde, and not 
elſe where within the aide citie of London,oz the Liberties thercof,vpon paineto looſeand fozfaite, all and cvery the cloth, 
c:othes,wares,marchandiſes,and otherthe ſaid commodities that ſhall be vented , ſolde oz vffered, otherwiſe thenin maner 
and fozne afozeſaid,o2 the value thereof, Except alwayes that all ſuch HamplhireKerſies as hereafter ſhall bee bought in the 
Marketof Southwarbe inthe counticof Durrey, ſhall auoaybce brought from thence intothe citie of Londan oz liber- 
ties thereof, tothe houſe ofhim oz them that hath oz ſhallſo buy the ſame , So that ſuch duties be paide fox the hallage thereof 
vnto the clearze of Blackewelhall,as1t the ſame had beenebzought to theſaide Market of Blackewelhall : and except alſo 
that all ſuch clothandclothes, and other the commodities afoxeſaide, as (ball at anie time oz times hereafter be:bought vpon 
any fomer bargaines, to be made befoe they ſhall be bzought bntothe (aide citic of London, and which ſhallbee afterwards 


bzought fo the ſaidecommon market place 02 places,02anvofthem ,andtherepreſented, regiltred.andthe duties of Market 
roomepatde,and anofein waiting receyued from the clearke fo2 the ſaine duties which ſhall bee delivered to him o2 them that 


ſo bought th? fo:eſaide clothes andothercommodities befoze they oz any of them ſhall bee pitched oz harboured in any other 
place oz places, within the ſaidecitie of London, oz Liberties thereof,and alſo except all ſuch cloth and clothes 02 other commo- 
ities afo:eſaid, witch (halbe cariedto any knovwne Marchants houſe, and there laid downe without his knowledge, ifſuch 
Marchant, 02 anyfoz him ſhall make it knovne to the clearkeof Blackewel hall, within thzee daves nextfollowing, and 
then pay the duties due fo the ſame, and cauſe the ſame to bee regiFred ag afozeſaide, And fox that all and everie perſon and 
perſons may take knowledge ofthe lawfullmarket places in the ſaide Citie of London,fozC.lling and buying of allthe cloth, 
clothes,ndares, and cther commodities aboue ſpecified. Jt is hereby notified, declared, o2dained and enactedby the autho- 
ritie afozeſaid, that Blackewelhall withintheſaide Citie ofLondon, andthe roomes ther:in 02 necre thereunto adioyning 
now oz hereafter to be vſed acommon market place 02 places, foz the ſaide cloth, clotheg,wares,and other commodities are and 
Gall beethe ozdained, aſſigned and appointed Market place and places, fox all fozreiners to ſellevery of theſaid ſeverallcloth. 
clothes, wares andcommodities in maner as thereunfo hcretofoze , andnow they haue beene and are accuſtomablie vſed atid 
not elſewhere. Indit is alſo enacted, ozdained , and declared, by the autbozitie afozeſaide, that from the ſaid tenth day of June 
nert,the lawfull times fox ſelling and buying in any ofthe ſaidemarkets, 0 markef place 02 places,ſhallbe and begtnne weeze- 
ly on everie Thurſdayat one of the clocke inthe after-noone, and continue vntill foure of the clocke of the ſame after-noone, 
andonevery Friday at eight of the clocke in the foze-none , and continu? vntill eleven ofthe clocke inthe ſame foze-noone, 
and ſhallikewiſe beginne inthe after-noone ofthe ſane Friday, at one of the clocke, and continue vntillfoureofthe clocke of 


the ſame Friday in the after-nov1e, and ſhal beginne againe everie Saturday, at eight oithe clocke in the toz2-noone,and ſal 
continue vntill eleuen of the clocke in the fo2e-noone of the ſame day, andthat the ſa.de houres hereby appointedand limited fo2 
the beginning andending of every olthe laid market times (hal be known by the ringing of the market beilin Blackc wel hail 
afozeſaide appoyntcd fo2 that vſe and purpole, Thistobehelde and continued weekely euery wecke thzough the yeare, from 
y:are toycare , (thetwelue ayes in Chiiltmas onely excepted.) Andthat all and euery ſuch cloth, clothes and other co:n: 
\nodities before ſpecified,as ſhall be there put toſale at any other time 02 times,then is atoze limited ſhall be fozk:yted. And it 
is further ozdapned and enacted, that fromand after the ſaid tenth day of June next , nomanner perſon oz perſons not bceing 
free of the ſayde Citie, ſhall by himſelfe, oz any otherfoz him, oz by hismeanes oz practiſe , bargatine oz ſell inany place oz places 
within the Liberties ofthis Citie,out ofthe ſaide aſſigned market place oz places Any of theſaide Clothes , Kerlies , oz othc1 
commodities,noz ſhall buy any of the ſame within any the (aide aſſigned Market place 02 places, tothe intent toſell the ſame a- 
gaine inanie of the ſaide aſſigned Parket places,0! cllewhere, within the ſaid Citte 02 liberties thereof, vpon pain to fozfeit and 
looſe foz enery ſuch offence the cloath, cloathes, Kerſi:s, and other the ſaide commodities ſo bought ozſolde,oz the value th:re- 
of. Andalfothat eucry perſon and perſons being free of this Citie, which ſhall harbour oz recciue the ſaide cloath, clothes , 0: 
commodities ſo bought o2 ſolde contrary tothe tenoz of this Acte, andthetrue meaning thereof , ſhall fozteyte and looſe his 
freedome, and not tobe th:reunto readmitted but by theLozd Waioz, Ildermen, andCommon Counſell of the ſaide Citte 
fox the time being . And itislikewile hereby furtherenactedandozdained, that noperſon oz perſons now free, 02 hereat- 
ter to bee made free,of the ſaide Citie,ſhall fromand afterthe ſaide tenth day of June nert,ſell,o2 cauſe to be ſolde, any cloath, 
clothes.Kerfies, 02 any other the commodities afozenamed, either inhisowne name, oz foz,0z ir: thename of any other within 
the ſaide common Markets,02any of them;zzyon— C0 forfeite and looſe euery ſuch cloth, clothes, andother commodities ſo 
ſoide,ozthe value thereof. Andfotheintent to cut off the great fraude and abuſe vſed by ſundzy perſons beeing free of this 
Citie,andothers by fozraine buying and ſelling,contrary tothe auncient lawes, cutomes and liberties ofthe ſame Cittle , and 
for the better findingout ofthe ſame fraudulent dealings. Jtis furtherenactedby the authozitie afozeſaide , that the Clearke 
oz Officer fox the collecting of duties due fox theharbouring and pitching of cloathet the ſaive MarketofSlackwellhall, and 
places afozeſaide ſhall keepe a Regiſter Booke weekelythzough the whole yeare, of the names and ſurnames of the (aide 
clothmenand free men,owners ofſuch clothes and kerſtes,and other commodities , as ſhall be bought vpon any fozmer bar- 
gaine,befoze they ſhall be bzought to the ſaid Citie,and which ſhall be bzought to the ſaid Market place 02 places, accozding to 
the tenoz ofthis Acte,and ſþal Regiſter the true number of ſuch clothes ,Kerſtes,xother commodities,together with thenames 
and ſurnames of thelaide free-men , o2other buyers and ſellers of theſame ; Upon patne that the ſaid officer ſhall foz npt kee- 
ping the ſaide booke truly and faithfully as afozeſaid,and fo not giuing a note in waiting, fox the dutiegpaide to himoz them 
that ſhall pay thelame accozdingrotye” true meaning and looſehis aide office. Andifthe owner ofthe 
ſaid goods oz his Carrier,be they fozreyners oz free, tyall deny tothe ſafde officer to giue the true nameg and ſurnames of the 
buyers and ſellers, with the iuſ:number of allſuch cloathes andKerſies, and other commoditieg afozclaide, ſo bzought tothe 
Hall afozeſaide. Then itis hereby further ozdained andenacted,that the ſaide buyers and ſellers whether they be free 02foz- 
reyners ſhall haue no benefit of the exception aboue ſpecified in this pzeſenk Ack,concerning founer bargaines,but ſhal be bound 
fo put to ſale the ſame cloath,clothes and commodities afozeſaide in Blackewel hall Market,02 in other the place 02 places ay- 
poyntedas afozeſaide, ag though there had bene no fozmer bargatne of the ſame clothes o2 other commodities. Ind foz the 
beterrefozmation of the offences and abuſes, purpoſed tobe refozmed and amended, bythis preſent Icteoz Commoncouncell, 
and the moe readieerecution of the ſame. Jt igfinally enacted,ozdained.x eſtabliſhed by the authozitie afozeſaide, that all, and 
all maner cloath,clothes, wares, commodities,ſumme and ſums of money,andother things whatſoeuer.that ſhall befozfeited 
by vertue ofthis Act ſhal be obfained,leuied,o2 recouered,either by ſeizure, 02 elſe by action of debt , bill, plaint, 02 infomatt- 
on, inthe name of the Chamberlaine ofthe ſaide Citie, fox the time being, in the Kinges Maieſties Court holden inthe cham: 
ber of the Guildhall of the ſaide Citie,befoze the Paioz and Aldermen of the ſame. foz the tine being, whereinno Efoigne,po- 
tection,oz wager of laweſhall be admitted 02 allowed. And that all the paines,penaltieg and foxfeitures, to bee had oz recoue- 
red by vertue ofthis Ack,the charges ofrecoverie deducted, ſhallbe devidedintoth:ceequallpartes , whereofone thirde part 
{hall bzeiwployedfo the Waio! and Comminaltieoftheſame citie, towards the maintenance and reparations of Blacks 
welhallafozeſaid: One other third part to the vle of the poozechildzen of Chiilts hoſpitall within the ſaid citie . Ind the other 
third part to him that will ſue foz the ame, being a free-man, 

Nowtothe endthat all perſons whom theſaide Ict may in anyloztconcerne, may take knowledge thereof, and thereby 
may the rather avoide the darger of the penalties therein contained. The right honozable the Lozd Maio: of the iti afo:e. 
ſaid,and the right wozſhipfull the Aldermen his bzethten, hausthought good by Pyoclamation topubliſh the came. Dated 
at the Guildhall ofthe citie of London,the nine and twenfith dayof Novemberin the ſecond yeereofthe raigne ofour Sove: 
ratgneLozd James, by the graceof God, KingofGreat Biitaine,France and Jreland, defender ofthe Faith, 


God fue the King. 


Printed by Tohn Wy ourable Citie of London. 
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Commune Concilum tentum in Camera Quuild- 


hald, Ciuir. London, tertio die Oftobris, Anno Regni Domini 


noſtri Iacobi, Dei gratia, Angliz, Franciz, & Hiberniz, Regis fidet defenſoris,&c. 


vicelimo, & Scotiz quinquageſimo {exto. Coram Edwardo Barkham Milite, Matore Cuitae, Lon- 
don, Petro Proby Maiore cle&o ciuſdem Ciuitatis, Heneagio Finch Armigero, Recordatore Ciuirar, predic. Thoma Bcnnet 
milite, Thoma Lowe milite, Willielmo Cokaine milite, Martino Lumlcy, W illielmo Gore, Cutberto Hackct, Richardo 
Herne, Ricardo Dcane, Iacobo Camell, Edwardo Allen, Roberto Ducie,Gcorgio Whitmore & Nicholao.Rainton Alder. 
mannis ac Iohanne Hodges Aldermanno, 8& Humfrido Hamford milite & Aldermanno dicte Ciuitat . Nec non Maiorc 
parte Communiariorum eiuſdcm Ciuir. exiſtent, aflemblar. &c, 
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mm > \|Hereas Blackwell-Hall anciently hath beene,and is 


a Common Market place, pzincipally inſtituted and 
o2dained fo2 Clothiers, thither to bzing, pitch, put to 
ſale, andſelltheir Clothes, and the Clothyer by him- 
ſelfe 02 his houlhold ſeruant heeretofoze, hath vſed to 
make his owne ſales to the Merchant 02 Dzaper, to 
hts p2ofit andgood content, But now of late diners 
perſons haue cunningly interpoſedthemſelues todeale 
as Factors and 2820kers between the Merchant, D2a- 
per,and Clothier in the laide market, and by they: in- 


direct meanes Wozking alWell vpon theBuyer as vpon the Deller, do either much aduance oz 


debale the price and value of the Cloth, 


{ob2ought to the laide market at their pleaſure, to' the 


great p2eiudice and greeuance of bothMerchant, Dzaper, and.Clothyer : of whichabuſe, pza- 


_ Riſe, andill dealingof Factozs and B2oakers, the Clothyers of the Citie of TWozceſter, vnder . 


the Common Deale of that Cittie, andthe Clothyers of the Towne of Redding in the.Coun- 
tie of Berks, haue greenouſly complainedandpetitioned to the Court of LozdMaioz and Al- 


AY - wet Son, Ado a7 oo oo 


Foz refozmation whereof, Beet therefoze enacted by the Right Honourable theZozd 
Maioz, the Aldermen his B2ethzen, and the Commons in thispzeſent Common Conncell aſ- 
ſembled,andby the Authozitie of the ſame, That from and after the Feaſt of All-Saints next 
comming, no perſon oz perſons, (hall deale oz intermeddle in the ſaide Market place of Black- 
well-hallas a Common Bzoker oz Factoz,fo2 02 between the Clothyer, the Merchant,oz Dza- 
per, 02 foz o2 betweene the Merchant and D2ayer, foz any Tozcefter 02 Redding Clothes, oz 
other Clothes made in either of the Counties of TTozceſter 02 Berks; oz take vpon him toſell 
any Clothes ofeither of the ſaide makings, other thenthe Clothyers of the ſaid Counties, oz 
their ovvne houlholdſeruants; 


And if any perſon (hall offend, contrarle tothis Act, hee ſhall fozfeite and looſe the ſumme 
of fine pounds fo2 euerie Clothſo ſold, contrarie to the intent ofthis Acte, the one halfe to bee 
employed to the vle of the pooze Childzen harboured in Cheiſts Hoſpitall, andthe otherhalfe to 
him that (hall firſt gine Jufo:rnation of the ſaide offence, tothe Chamberlaine of theſaid Citie 
fo: the time being. 


Thich paine, penaltte, and.ſunune of money to be fdzfeyted by vertue of this Act, lhall bee 
recouered by and in thename ofthe Chamberlaineof this Citie foz the time beingin the kings 
Mateſties Court holden befoze the Lozd Paioz and Aldermen of the Citie of London, inthe __ 
Chamber ofthe Guildhall of theſawde Citie, by Action, Bill, d2 Jnfozmation, whereinno El: | 
ſoigne, P2otection, oz Wager of Lavv, ſhall be adimittedoz allowed foz the Defendant, And 
if the ſuite ſhall paſſe fo; thePlatntiffe, hee ſhatirerouer againſt the ſaid Defendant, hs ozding- 
rie Coſts ofſaite- And after the recouerie had, the kozfeyture ſo recouered, tobe employed ac- 
cozding to the true intent audmeaning ofthis Act. And tf the ſuit ſhall paſſe agawſt the plain- 
tiffe, the defendant (all recouer his ozdinary colts againſt the plaintiffe, 


{& GodlauetheKing. 5 "MM 
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ubald. 


Cinit London,viceſimo die Tulii anno regni Regis CaxoLt Angliz &c. ſeptimo,coram 
Roberto Ducie mil & Baron, Matore ctuitatis London, T homa Middleton mil' & Alder- 
mannociuit London, Nicholao Raynton, Rad. Freeman, Thoma Moulſon, Rolan- 
do Heyling, Roberto Parkhurſt, lohan Poole, Chriſtoph.Cletherow,Rich. Fenn Alder- 
mannis, Mauritio Abbot mil' & Aldermanno, Henr' Garway, Rolando Backhoule, Al-- 
dermannis, VVillielmo Acton mil' & Baronett. ac Aldermanno, Humfrido Smith, & 
Edmundo V Vright eiu{dem ciuttatis Aldermannis, Anthonio Abdy & RobertoCam- 
bell eiuſdem ciuiratis Vicecomittb, ac maiore parte Communiariorom de Commune 
Concilio c1uſdem ciuitatis aſſemblar, 
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An Atof Common Councell touching bringing of commodities to 
Blackwell-hall and Leaden-hall. 


execu= 
,and 


02 hempe, oz mixt with 
to the ſaid Cityof London, 
«phpbb 


Rs 
By WE Es 
4 wy 4 þ 


IE 
<4 ERIEST 
"Y T > 7 


Clothwozkers houſes —_— 


| conueniently vt earthe 
acc92ding to the true meaning ofthe ſayd lawes and ſtatutes of this Realme. tt ai fold i: 


LUDE | | andin ſtran- 
gers to the pzetudice and deceitof his Vaieſties louing ſubiects rg abou Rriers ALE: 


berties of this City,andthe detraudingofthereliefe appointed foz the pooze ofthe ſaid Hoſpitals. 


; IH ALY A Jy 
uk. | #4 + 
_”—_ o r \ £5 P ' P -— 
Accompts, bhich 
q ſy \. 4 hy. 
Z # '& , if W þ : 4 


Sand commo LIT: LITTLE ID 
4 > 1 "W” , FOES EA _—_ 0 OOO. 3 | + K...& 


4 . 
vih 
net 4 


T1} - 


Blackwellhal! and LCeaden-IMe 


ehrrtnemes 

common Market of BlackWell: 

= 6Dmers Ar of Comnan Coo! 

J tal he 

tion ofthetaidl Ratures.  _ fo ee og ay ,and 
c 2aperi other commo : 

un w City: B 
ing of the ſame to the WParkets Within this op: ONES 


hempe, oz mixt with 


of ſhould 
exe Et ereof, ſhould be 


may be 


gs 
bilconered and auoyde 


nog 
rifing,of 02 by rtaſon of the ſame cole; 
be Wholly beſtowed, conuerteds 
e Within the ſcucrall PE 


| D—e—_—_— "77 
WIT oa 
[ " 


" . i 
_— _— 4 = 
Fn Ll } 


and foz euery peece of bayes, ſayes, perpetuanoes, kerſics, halfe thickes, plaines, rowles, fryze, Welch cot- 
ten, 02 Pancheſter cotten,v.s. and fo2 euery peece of fuſtian, linnen cloth, linſep woolley oz Noztherne cot- 
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_itfurther enacted by the authozity Wozelaid, Diaz ſoz rhe veltertplerniationsf is 
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ther viewed.bought oz ſold within any theſenerallroomes of Blackwel{-hall oz Leaden-hall, at a- 
npochertime 02 times Pn on eucry Thurſeday,from eight of the clocke in the mozning vntill eleuen; and 
from one of theclocke inthe afternooneot that day vntill foure of the clocke inthat afterncone : andlikewiſe 
vpon cuery Friday from eight ofthe clock in the mozning vntilleleuen, andfrom oneoftheclocke in the af- 
terncone of that day vntill Gure of the clocke in that afternoone : and alſo vpon euery Saturday from eight 
of the clocke in the mozning vntill eleuenof the cloke, that mozning bemg theending of the ſaid Market,vp- 
onpaine to fozfeit and pay, fo2 eucry time he ſhalloftend therein, as followeth, viz, Foz the firſt offence rl.s. 
Foz the ſecond offencev.1. and fo2 the thirdoffence toloſe his office which hee ſhall haue within either ofthe 
ſaid Halls of Blackwel-hall oz Leaden-hall at the time of ſuchoffence committed. Andbett furtherenacted, 
that the Hall-kerper in eachof the ſaid Halls of Blackwel-hall oz Leaden hall (fo2 the betternotice tobee 
taken of the beginning and ending of the markets in either of the ſaid Halls reſpectiuely) ſhall cauſe the bell 
hanged vp inthat market tobe rung out by the ſpace ofone quarter of anhoure both befoze the beginning 
and at the endof the market, vpon euery of the ſaid market dayes and tunes appointed as afozeſaid, vpon 
aine that the ſatd Hall-keeper, fo cuery time that he ſhall make default in ringing out of the ſaid bell, ſhall 


kept in Chziſts Hoſpitall, Zondon. | X ſ | 
And bn further enacted bythe authozity afozeſaid, That no Pnholdernoz2 any other perſon whatlſoe- 
permit o2 ſuffer any the foeſaid clothes, o2 halfe clothes, o2 Spaynitlh clothes, oz x 
A any tone 02 A IINETY yarboured.voughe ſoldo2 put taſatr 
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liberties thereok pefozethe lame be bzought, pitct 324 Yarbouret within either of the ſaid Halls of Black 
well-hallo: Zeaden hall, aynointed 43&Urvezcall and therein either ſold o2 ſuffered to continue by the ſpace 
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appointed fo2 


Rates for porterage, to be paid vnto the chiefe Porters of Blackwel-hall and Leaden-hall,for and 
vpon all goods and commodities whatſocuer, comming to London, thatought 
to be brought and pitched at Blackwel-hall or Leaden-hall. 
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Rn offence tenne pounds, Foz his third offence to be d chiled, andnot to be readmitted bue-- 


Blackwell-Hall Factors Cale. 


Againſt > Proviſce the BILL, 77 


For the Better Improving the Woollen Manyfature, whereby the Factors 
will be Prohibited from Selling J/oll to Clothrers. 


MY 4 VMAs 
HIS Proviſoe is brought in as an Ingroſſed Rider,and was not made part of the Bill at Firſt ; Evalt the 
Clothiers and Faftors, having had Notice thereof, Would have Applyed- to be heard before the 
Committee , In order to have the ſame reje&ed, as they had Two Parliaments before: For, the 
ſame Proſecutors ( By the ſame Sollicitor , one Planch, formerly a Clothier , but now Setting up 
to Sell Spaniſh-Wooll ) Intending to Ruine All the middling and ſmall Clothiers,by taking away the 
Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Fattors (who Conſtantly Support them with Money, before Sale of their 
Clothes) Did, in 1692, bring in a Bill to Prohibit the Factors from Trading at All: Which 
7 being Thrown Out, In 1693 they Brought in a Clavſe to Prohibit them fiom Selling Wooll, 

which was alſo then Rejefted : Now, for the ſame Ends, bring in this Proviſoe, 


REASONS Againſt the Proviſoe. 


I. The Proviſo is againſt the Common Right of Engliſhmen, eſpecially Freemen of 7ondon. And the Falloys of Black- 
well-hall having ſerved Seaven Years Apprentiſhip to be Intituled ro the Right of Buying and Selling of Spaniſh-Wooll. 
That Right onght” not to be taken away , unleſs in the Caſcs of a Forfeiture, or a General Inconvenience , neither of 
which are in thiwPreſcnt Caſe, 


I I. The Pretence of this Proviſoe is , The Benefit of the Clothier : Now, It is to be Conſider'd , Whether it 
be their lntereſt to be Reſtreyned from Buying of the FaQor ; or left Abſolutely Free ( as now ) to Buy where, and of 
whom they pleaſe. 


The Obje&ion , That the Fators having Clothiers EffeQts” in their hands, obliges the Clothiers to Buy of them, at their 
own Prizes, was alwayes Groundleſs 3 But now, the very Pretence is taken away, by the AQ made the Laſt Seſſions, tor 
Reſtoring the Market of Blackwell- Hall to the Clothiers, and for the Regulating the FaRtors there; which Provides, that 
Factors ſhall take Notes of Buyers in Clothiers Names for al! Goods not Sold for Ready money, and deliver ſach 
Notes to Clothiers. ( The giving and taking ſuch Notes is further Inforced by this Preſent Bill , which FaQtors do 
Unanimouſly Conſent to. ) So that the Clothier hath (now) either his money, or Debtors Notes , in his own hand, 
to go to Market, and Buy where he pleaſes, 


III. If this Proviſoe Paſs,it will oblige the Fa&tor to draw out his Stock from the Clothiers Credit (which is always very 
conſiderable ) and will leave the midling and ſmall Clothier without meaas to Subfiſt, or Money to carry on his Trade, 
which they now do in great meaſure by the Wool and Moneys the Factors advance upon Credit of their Cloths upon hand 
unſold ( without conſideration ) which if the Faftor ſhould withdraw, the Clothier muſt ſtand ſtill, unleſs his goods 
are ſold and Money received, and in the mean time, the poor Work-People muſt Starve, or come to the Pariſh; And 
the Conſequence of that will neceſſarily be, the Leſlening and Decay of the Woollen Manufacture. 


IV. This Proviſoe is againſt the Prayer and Intereſt of the Merchants of Zondon Importing Spaniſh-woo!l, who, if it 
paſs, muſt turn Retailers or be forced to Export greateſt part of the Wool they Import to Hon, and moſt Clothiers 

ving occaſion but for Small parcells, and the Merchant being a Stranger to the Clothier, will no:, nor can in Reaſon 
Sell to them, without preſent money or Security, which the Clothier will not be able ro pay or give; And that will be 
a means to hinder the Importation of Wool and a great Detriment to the Clothing Trade of the Nation. 


V. *Tis ObjeFed, That the Fafors Ingroſe All the Wool that comes, and therefore the Clothier is forced to buy 
of them at Advanced prizes. 


Anſwer, All the FaQors of Blackwell-hall are not able to buy the- Third part of rhe Wool Imported at.the Port of 
London only, and great Quantities are Imported at Exon, Briſtol, and. ether places; Therefore can't Ingroſs the 
Commodity. Beſides if all could, the Clothier is not bound to buy of his own Factor, but (as they now uſvally do) buy 
of any other. And there was always ( time out of mind ) Perſons concerned in buying and Selling of Wool between 
the Merchant and Clothier, and who ( as every body knows, that knows the Trade ) Sold to the Clothier at greatcr 
Advanced prizes than any of the Fa&ors ever did. | 

VI. The Selling to their Principals the Commodities they uſe,ls praQtiſed by all other Factors. As the Canterbu"y ana 
Norwich FaQors ſend to their Weavers their Silk, and thoſe that deal in Fufians from Lane.zhire, do furniſh their Weavers 
from London with Cotton, Wool, and Linnen-yarn, 

oF That in 1692 and 1693, when this Aﬀair was Depending in the Houſe, The Clothiers of Devon Wilts and Sys 
merſet Preſented their Petitions againſt it, which Petitions are with the Clerk of the Houſe , Duplicats wherev! the 
Fators have to Produce, 


Since therefore the Proviſoe is Very Prejudicial to the Clothiers, Faftors, and AYcrch.aits- porters, and againſt Com- 
mon Right, and Very Injurions to the Woollen ManufaFure of the Nation , It is hoped it will be Rejetted. 


THE 
Blackwell-Hall Faftors 


CASE 


” od - — ——_ ys at. ed. cs eneedtecchs cms. Doomed ow —- —— — ———— _ - - — — — - l — — - 

| p " —  . - ”- 
F 

: 


Blackwell-Hall Factors Caſe, 


V/4 
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f- Againſt a PROVISO 796 %# 


To Prohibit them from Selling Wooll to CLOTHIERS, Offer'd to __ 
be Added tothe B  L L, For the Better Improving the Woollens 
Manufafure. / 4, 


HE Proviſoe is propofed as an Ingroſſed Rider, and was not made part of the Bill at Firſt ; If it had; 
both Clothiers and FaQtors would have Applyed to the Committee ; not doubting but the fame © 
would have been Rejeted, as it had been by. Two Parliaments before : For, the Proſecutors 
( By the ſame Sollicitor, one Blanch, formerly a Clothier, but now Setting up to Sell Spaniſh- 
YVVoo!l) Intending, to Ruine the middling and ſmall Clothiers, by taking away the Aid and . 
Aſliſtance of the Factors ( who Conſtantly Support them with Money, before the Sale of their 
Clothes ) Did, in 1692, bring in a Bill to Prohibit the Fattors from Trading at All : Which be- © 

ing Thrown Ont, In 1693 they Brought in a Clauſe to Prohibit them from Selling Wooll, which was alfo then Rejected - © 

Now, for the Game Ends, bring in this Proviſoe. 
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REASONS Againſt the Proviſce. 


I. The Proviſoe is againſt the Common Right of Engliſhmen, eſpecially Freemen of Londow. And the Fadors of Blacks 
well-ball having ſerved Seaven Years Apprentiſhip to be Intituled to the Right of Buying and Selling of Spaniſh-Wooll© 
That Right ought not to be taken away, unleſs in the Caſes of a Forfeiture, or a General Inconvenience, neither of whict. 
are in this Preſent Caſe. 3 


H. The Pretence, of this Proviſce is, The Benefit of the Cliothier : Now, lt is to be Conſider'd, Whether it be 
their Intereſt to be Reſtreyned from Buying ot the FaRQor ; or left Abſolutely Free ( as now ) to Buy where, and of - 
whom they pleaſe. « 


The Objeion, That the FaQtors having Clothiers EffeRs in their hands, oblige the Clothiers to Buy of them, at 
own Prizes, was alwayes Groundleſs; But now, the very Pretence is taken away, by the Act made the Laſt X 
noing. Market of Blackwell- Hall to the Clothiers, and for the Regulating the FaQtors there ; which Provides, thug © 
Faftors ſhall take Notes of Buyers in Clothiers Names for all Goods not Sold for Ready money, and deliver ſuch Notes * 
to Clothiers. Belides, the giving and taking ſuch Notes is further Inforced by this Preſent Bill ; So that the Clothier 
hath (now) either his money, or Debtors Notes, in his own hand, to go to Market, and Buy where he pleaſes, 


II. 1f this Proviſoe Paſs, it will oblige the FaQor to draw out his Stock from the Clothiers Credit ( which is always very- . 
conſiderable) and will leave the midling and ſmall Clothier without means to Subſiſt, or Money to carry on his Trade, - ! 
which they now do in great meaſure by the Wool and Moneys the Faftors advance upon Credit of their Cloths upon 1 
unſol:! ( without conſideration ) which ſhould the FaQtor withdraw, the Clothier muſt ſtand ſtill, untill his goods are fold 
and money received ; in the mean time, the poor Work-People mult Starve, or come to the Pariſh : The Conſequenue- 
of that will neceſlarily be, the Great, Decay of the Woollen-ManufaQure. | 


IV. This Proviive is againſt the Prayer and Intereſt of the Merchants of London Importing Sp.anih-F'Yooll, who, (if it 
$,) wuſt turn Retailers, or be forced to Export greateſt part of the Wooll they Import to Holand, and moſt Clothiers 
ving occaſion but for Small Parcells, the Merchant being a Stranger to the Clothier, will not, nor can in Reaſon Sell to. 
them, without preſcat money, or Security, which the Clothier will not be able ro pay or give; And that will be fure 
to hinder the Importation of Wooll, and a Great Detriment to the Clothing Trade of the Nation. 


V. 'Tis Obje#ed, That the Factors Ingroſe all the Wooll that comes, and therefore the Clothier is forced to buy 0 
of them at Advanced prizes. 


Anſwer, All the FaQtors of Blackwell-ball are not able to buy the Third part of the Wooll Imported at the Port of 4 
London only, and great Quantities are Imported at Exon, Brsſtol, and other places ; Therefore can't Ingrofs the Cani-""""" 
*modity. * Beſides if all could, the Clothier is not bound to buy of his own FaRor, but (as they now uſvally do) buy of © 
any other. And there were always (time out of mind) Perſons concerned in buying and Selling of Wooll between the = 
' Merchant and Clothier, and who ( as every body knows, that knows the Trade ) Sold to the Clothier at greater Ad- 
'vanced prizes than any of the FaQtors ever did. F 
VI. The Selling to their Principals the Commodities they uſe, Is praftiſed by all other Factors. As the Canter 
and Norwich FaRtors ſend to their Weavers their Silk, and thoſe: that deal in Fuſti.ms from Lancaſhire, do furniſh theit 
Weavers from London with Cotton, Wool, and Linnen- yarn. - 
© That in 1692 and 1693, when this Aﬀair was Depending in the Houſe, The Clothiers of Devon Y7Vilts and Som- 
merſet Preſented their Petitions againſt ir, which Petitions are with the Clerk of the Houſe, Duplicars whereof the Factors 


have to Produce. 


Since therefore the Proviſoe is Very Prejudicial to the Clothiers, FaQors, and Alerchant- Importers, and againſt Com- f 
-mon Right, and Very Injurious to the Woollen Manufaure of the Nation, It is hoped it will be Rejected. 
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. Blanch's Printed Reaſons for Reſtreyning the Faftor from Dealing in Wooll, are ſo Trifling, they need no Anſwer; 
| And his pretended matters of Fa&, in that Print, are Notoriouſly Untrue, 


-And_ Never wer? ._or_can be Proved. 
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REASONS for Preſerving the Publick Market of Blackwell- 
Hall, and reftraining the Levant Company of Merchants from de- 


— 


ferring their Shipping as long as they pleaſe. 33 114 4 
Humbly Offerd to the PARLIAMENT, © 


HE Life of Trade depends upon an equal Encouragement to all Perſons that are 
Inſtruments of its Promotion: And the Variety of Circumſtances that make an 
Odds in Buying and Selling-(the tender part of Trade) are ſo many, that nothin 
but a Publick Market can make an equal Ballance, where alone the Buyer mas, 
Seller are upon equal Ground. The Buildings of Blackwell-Hall (fairly accommodated to 
Trade) are now become no more (for the moſt part in Merchants Cloth) than a Reception 
to colleCt a Duty out of the Cloth, and then ſent by FaCtors and others into private Houſes 
for a Sale, and the Maker become an unconcern'd Perſon in the Sale of his own Goods, 
ſcarce a Merchant appearing at this publick Market. 

The Hardſhips upon the Clothiers from this Alteration, which is about twenty or thirty 
Years, are chiefly theſe: 

1. He can never know what Quantities of Cloth of any fort is upon Hand to be ſold, 
which {8s great light for his Government in holding up the Price of his Goods ; whilſt the 
Merchiaffts and Packers are well enough converſant in this Point : Nay, the Packers many 
times fnagnifie their Stock of Cloth, to give the Merchants Encouragement to come and 
buy from - + 0m Choice; as hath been manifeſt from many Inſtances; which is hard 
u er. 

2. Hereby the Merchants have their Parcels of Cloth laid up by the Packers againſt a 
Shi Pg, which remain upon the Clothiers Acconnt, theteby beating down the Price in 
Ii ls to ſupport the Work-people; and when the Shipping come, the whole Parcel 
ſold off Xf that Price, and not the leaſt Advance made by the Merchant: Whereas, was fo 
grtat Quantities of Cloth bought by many Hands in the Publick Market, it would neceſſa- 
rily fome Advance upon Cloth, and our Monied Merchants, to gain that Advantage, 
—_ be a buying before-hand, 

3. Packer and FaQor, to accommodate the Merchant, hath brought on a long 
Credit With Cloth ; and the Packer being under other Obligations, is always very tender of 
preſling the Merchant for Payment, if his Conditions are not performed : Neither, indeed, is 
he a fit Perſon to be employed in the Sale of Cloth for a Clothier, having a nearer Intereſt 
of his own to prefer. : 

4- The Packer being a Buyer of Cloth himſelf againſt a Shipping, is always a beating 
down the Price upon the Clothier, for his own Advantage; and the beſt Opportunities for 
_ beſure will be reſerved for his own Goods, if not put oft by a better Sortmeat of the 

othier's. 

5. Hereby the Merchant having Cop_ to buy Cloth upon any day of the Week, 
the Clothier hath no Diſpatch in his Buſineſs, but remains twice as long in Town as in 
former days, when no Cloth was to be had at the firſt-hand, but at the publick Marker, 
upon the uſual Market-days ; which kept the Merchant to a Diſpatch with the Clothier, 
The Conſequences of which hath been, that che Price of Cloth hath been beat down a 
third part, the Prices of Wages in the Country many times from Nine-peace to Six-pence ; 
beſides many Hardſhips to the poor Labourers, i» pu Commodities upon them above 
the real Value. How far this Management hath afteQted the Country-Gentleman's Eſtate, 
he is now-to make a Judgment. . Ct, 

The PraQtice of our Twrkey-Merchants, for many Years paſt, in deferring their Shippings 
above two Years at a time, being added to this, (which was eminently made out by ſome of 
their own Members,) doth ſufficiently illuftrate the low Prices of Wooll, and the Poverty 
of the Country. ; 

The Packers who have been intruſted with the Sale of the Clothiers Cloth, withour per- 
adventure were true to the Merchants Intereſt, otherwiſe they had never appeared ſo vi- 
gorous to ſupport their PraQtice: And this being evidently fo, the Politick Timeing of their 
Shipping, hath eaſily procured Cloth upon their own Terms. In the Year 1675. the 
Clothiers Petitioned the Parliament againſt this Grievance, and it was then reſolved, That 
the Turkey Merchants ſhould ſend _— with the Woollen-ManutaCtures twice a Year to 
their reſpe&ive FaQtories : But the Order being not brought into a Law, through the riſing 
of the Parliament, it was ſoon forgot, and worſe PraQtiles uſed in that kind fince that time 
than was before, which we hope will now þe redreſs'd by this Bill. 

But our Merchants and Packers now give out, that they will ruin the Clothiers of thoſe 
Counties that are the Promoters of this Bill, by getting ſome particular Counties excepted, 
a greater Kindneſs than the Clothiers themſelves deſired ; And in order hereto,they have prc- 
cured a Letter, from ſome few Clothiers of Oxfordſbire, to their Members, to delire_. 
the ſame, which would be very unreaſonable, in that they are but one days Journey 
diftant from this publick Market , and moſt other Counties above two. The next- 
Exception is S»folk Cloth, which hath been always fold at Leadem-hall-Market, and is no 
way affeQed by this Bill; as alſo York-(bire, when the Cloth of that County is Ship'd 
off at Hull, and none brought to London but what is bought in the Country, which is pro- 
vided for in the Bill. The whole of which we humbly ſubmig oe Impartyg] Juſticygs 
this Honourable Houle. 's 
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CLOTHIERS. 
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REASONS for - Preſerving the Publick Market of Blackwel- 
j Hall, and reſtraining the FACTORS from Dealing in Wool: 


Humbly Offer d to the PARLIAMENT. FFT) 141 


H E Life of Trade depends upon an equal Encouragement to all Perſons that are Inſtru- 
ments of its Promotion: And the Variety of Circumſtances that make an Odds in Buying 


and Selling ( the tender part of Trade ) are ſo many, that nothing but a Publick Market - 

can make an equal Ballance, where alone the Buyer and Seller are upon equal Ground. 

The Buildings of Blackwell- Hall ( fairly accommodated to Trade ) are now become no 
more ( for the moſt part in Merchants Cloth) than a Reception to colle&t a Duty out of the Cloth, 
and then ſent by Factors and others into private Houſes for a Sale, and the Maker become an uncon- 
cern'd Perſon in the Sale of his own Goods, ſcarce a Merchant appearing at this publick Marker. 

The Ho upon the Clothiers from this Alteration, which is about twenty or thirty Years, 
are chiefly theſe : - 

I. He can never know what Quantities of Cloth of any ſort is upon. Hand to be ſold, which is a great 
light for his Government in holding up the Price of his Goods 3 whilſt the Merchants and Packers are 
well enough converſant in this Point: Nay, the Packers many times magnifie their Stock of Cloth 
to give the Merchants Encouragement to come and buy from the greater Choice 3 as hath been ma- 
nifeſt from many Inſtances 3 which is hard upon the Maker. 

2, Hereby the Merchants have their Parcels of Cloth laid up by the Packers againſt a Shipping, 
which remain upon the Clothiers Account, thereby beating down the Price in little Parcels to ſup- 
port the Work-Peoplez and when the Shipping come, the whole Parcel (old off at that Price, and 
not the leaſt Advance made by the Merchant : Whereas, was ſo great Quantities of Cloth bought 
by many Hands in the Publick Market, it would neceſſarily make ſome Advance upon Cloth, and 
our Monied Merchants, to gain that Advantage, would always be a buying before-hand. 

3. The Packer and Factor, to accommodate the Merchant, hath qr g on a long Credit with 
Cloth z and the Packer being under other Obligations, is always very tender-of preſſing the Merchant 
for Payment, if his Conditions are not performed: Neither, indeed, is he a fit Perſon to be em- 
ployed in the Sale of Cloth for a Clothier, having a nearer Intereſt of his own to prefer. 

4. The Packer being a Buyer of Cloth himſelf againſt a Shipping, is always a beating down the 
Price upon the Clothier, for his own Advantage ; and the beſt Opportunities for Sales beſure will 
be reſerved for his own Goods, it not put off by a better Sortment of the Clothier's. ; 

5- Hereby the Merchant havi portunity to buy Cloth upon any Day of the Week, the Clo- 
thier hath no Diſpatch in his Buſineſs, but remains twice as long in Town as in former Days, when 
no Cloth was to be had at the firſt-hand, but at the publick Market, upon the uſual Market-Days3 
which kept the Merchant to a Diſpatch with the Clothier. 

The Conſequences of which hath been, thac the Price of Cloth hath been bear down a third parr; 
the Prices of Wages in the Country many times from Nine-pence to Six-pence; belides many Hard- 
ſhips to the poor Labourers, in putting Commodities upon them above the real Value. How far 
this Management hach affected the Country-Gentleman's Eſtate, he is now to make a Judgment. 

The Clothier's Hardhips from the Factors, in putting Spanih Wools upon them at Advance-prices, 
are yet harder. Almoſt all the Spa; Wool that is brought into Londen, is bought up by them : They 
likewiſe employ Agents to buy it for them at Exon and Brs/fol, This is deliver'd out to their Clo- 
thiers at 3 4. per Pound Advance for Six Months, which is 20 1. per Gent. per Annums many times 
at higher Prices. I he Merchant refuſes to fell ro the Clothier, for fear of diſobliging the FaQor, 
who takes off a Quantity 5 and hereby the Clothiers of all Counties that have Stocks, are forc'd to 
give out, making no Advantage in Trade : And thereby the Country is very much impoveriſh'd. 

The Dutch, who are our chiefeſt Competitors in Fine Cloth, hath hereby gained upon us, ma- 
king their Cloth Twelve-pence a Yard cheaper than we do. Many of the Makers in Holland are 
likewiſe Importers of Spaniſh Wool Themſelves : So the mean profits ſaved between the Merchant 
and the Maker, by which means they have been able to Import their Fine thin Blacks upon us, 
chough at the Hazard of Forfeiture, managing their Matters, in all particulars, the moſt frugal Way. 
No ſuch Splendor in Holland, as the gaudy Equipage of a Cloth-Factor ; and thoſe that are willin 
ro ſupport it in Ergland at the Expence of Twelve-pence a Yard FaQtoridge for every Yard 0 
Cloth they were, are now at the Freedom of their own Choice. 

Bur it is here objected, That this Bill will ruin all the little Clothiers, who when they come u 
and can't fel] their Cloth, are ſupported with Money and Wool from the Factor. This Kindneſs 
take to be no more than the Breaking a Man's Head and then helping him to a Plaiſter. Beſure 
he ſhall never have any Sale for Cloth whilſt he is in Town ; poſſibly tent out to a Chapman, and 
that Money that it advanc'd, he muſt allow for until his own is receiv*'d : And where there is one 
Inſtance of Advantage to little Clothiers, four hath been ruined hereby : Whereas, in former days 
there was many real Kindneſles to little Clothiers from Merchants, who bought their Cloth and 
paid them for it, and lent them Money grats, to make more. And the Factors take as much Cre- 
dit from the Merchant in Span:sh Wool as they atiord the Clothier, who I doubt not but would be 
likewiſe Friendly to the Clothier. 

But, ſay they, Blackwell Hall will not hold all the Cloth. This may be true, if Merchants have 
a Freedom to defer their Shipping as long as they pleaſe, and the Clothiers were able to make as 
much Cloth as the Hal! would hold : The latter I am ture is impoſlible as Matters now ſtand, and 
the former, I hope, will be prevented. It was ſeen by Experience, that the Hail did contain the 
Trade before the Fire, and now it is buile much larger 3 which is no. good Objection, the Maker 


being under no Neceflity ro ſend up his whole Stock when great part remains at Market unſold z 
neither is it his Wiſdom fo to do. 
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 Betiveen the Clothiers and 
«$#Fa&ors, for the Publick” 
Market of Blackwel-Hall. 


REASONS for Reſtraining the Factors of Black- 
well-Hall, from Dealing in Spaniſh and Engliſh 


4 Pp * 


VVOOLL #16 


IF 


H E Maker of Spaniſh Cloth in Holland is the Merchant-Importer of his 
Wooll, and no Charge upon the Commodity between him and the 
Merchant. 

Il. By the Ingroſling of Spaniſh Wooll by the Faors, the Clothier in 
England have lately Wrought his Spaniſh Wooll at Three Shillings Six 
Pence per Pound ; when the Maker-in Holland have had his at Two Shillings Four Pence z 
And the ſame Wooll was —__ by the Fator at Two Shillings Four Pence, Our Mer- 
chants are now buying Fine Cloth in Holland to Export to Turkey, _ conſiderably 
Cheaper than can be afforded in Enpland, which will occaſion the Loſs of our Foreign- 
Trade, if we are able to bear the Exciſe at home. | 

Obj. The Clothier 1s not fort'd to buy bis Wooll of the FaGor, | 

Anſw. The Sale of Cloth being in the Management of the FaFors, if the Wooll is not 
bought of them, the Cloth will be undervalued, and other preferr'd. If any Wooll be 
bought at Exon or Briſtol (the faireſt Ports for the Clothier) Fills ſhall not be Paid, and 
the Cloth repreſented to be Courſe, and the Price —_— Sunk SIX Pence per Yard : And 
which is harder, ſome London Merchants have lately refuſed to Sell Five or Ten Bags of 
Wooll to a Clothier, though he had Money to Pay, which ſhews a Combination between 
the Merchant and Faftor: And Wooll has been Bought up at Exe: and Briftoll by the 
Fafors, and Sold to the Clothiers at Advance Prices. 

Obj. But the Faftors buy Quantities, and lend it to the Clothiers ; and when they can't Sel! 
their Cloth, ſupply them with Wooll. | 

Anſw. The FaFors take Six, Nine, and Twelve Months time in the Payment for their 
Wooll of the Merchant ;, and the Clothiers, by the Management of the Fador, are forc'd to 
Lend out their Cloth, and thereby forc'd to borrow their Wooll, whileſt the Fador gers 
the Profit, when the Credit is given by the Mercharr. 

And to have the Market glutted with Cloth (which is the _ of the Fador) is Pre- 
judicial to Trade in the General, and doth not Increaſe, but Leſlea the Conſumption ; One 
Hundred Pounds worth of Cloth lying Six Months for Sale, is Three per Cert. the Dearer 
to the Conſumer, by the Intereſt of the Money. And when Trade was Manag'd without 
FadGors (which is well in Memory) the Clothier had Money for his Cloth, and made more 
Cloth with One Hundred Pounds, than he can now with Three, A nimble turn of the 
Stock -is the beſt way for a little Clothier ro get up, who Works his own Cloth himſelf : 
And if there is occaſion for a Perſon between the Merchant and Clothier in Spaniſh Wooll, 
enough would take up the PraQtice, and the Clothier in that Caſe would be upon an equal 
Foot in the Buying his Wooll, when moſt is now ſent down by the FaQors at their own 
Prizes: And the moſt conliderable Merchants in former times would ſell One or Two 
Bags at a time to Clothiers for Money, or Credit. And vaſt Loſles have happened to the 
Clotbiers by the Failure of Fafors at Blackwe!l-Hall, and it would be tedious to enumerate 
their tricking and unfair Practices, in allowing a Merchant or Woollen-Draper a good Penry- 
worth in the Clothier's Cloth, to obtain a better Perny-worth of Wool to themſelves, &c. 

III. The Fa@or's Ware-hauſe of Engliſh Wool in conjunR latereſt with the Wooll-Bro- 
guer, is a greater hardſhip upon the Clothier, and more prejudicial to the Publick, which is 
now become a general Pradice, and an extraordinary refit, have lately been gained by theſe 
perſons out of Engliſh Wooll, Our Commodities have hereby been very much debaſed, and 
rendred Ten per Cent. the dearer at Foreign Markets, which will be of dangerous conſequence 
to our Foreign Trade, if not prevented, when ſo many new Fabricks are ſerting up againſt 
us Abroad ; And Wool-Brogers are thought very oppreſſive, as appears by, many Petitions, 
who have great Encouragement from Fattors, 

IV. This unneceſſary Charge being ſaved in all the Woollen-Mamfadurers abroad, it is 
-a great Inducement to our Neighbours to get our Wool] from us. | 

V. The Late A& of, Parliament intended to relieve the Clothrers in this particular, by 
taking of Notes for Cloth ſold for time, payable to the Owner of the Cloth, have been ren- 
dered ineffectual by the Fa&ors Weekly-Meeting, deep Conſults, the beſt Council conſulted, 
a formal Demand made to the Merchant, and at the ſame time delir'd not to give a Note, 
(which can be proved) and the benefit of this A& will not be obtain'd, but by a reſtraiar 
of this Nature. | 

Obj. But this will be again#t the Right of a Freeman of London. 

Anſw. The Publick Market of Blackwell- Hall is allowable only to Foreigners to Sell, and 
none but Freemen, by the Government of the City of London, can come there to Buy, and 
the Cuſtoms of Foreign bought, and Foreign ſold, was forc'd to be taken off by A&t of Par- 
hament, to Enable Freemen of the City of London, to a&t as Fadors in the Sale of Cattle in 
Smithfield-— Viceſimo Secundo Carolo II. which was never yet done for the FaGors of Black- 
well- Hall. 

The Government of the Clothing-Trade being got into the Hands of Eight or Ten Fa- 
&Gors, they think themſelves above Controul, and Ph.eton-like (being got into their Ghart- 
ots with Liyeries of Green) fit to govern the W OR LD. 


: 2 and the great Privileges they enjoy there, whereof all Perſons that come iuito the (ai 
'* have the like Benefit, that being their ſtaple Town, where they always keep great Quantities of 
> Engliſh Woollen Manufactures, for Furniſhing thoſe Parts at all times plentifully with what they have 
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REASON 


HUMBLY OFFERED 22/7 


For Excepting the Rivers of Ele Wis afd' Eyder, our of 
the BILL for a General Liberty of Exporting the Woollen 
ManufaGures of this KIN GD OM. 


HE moſt ancient Company of Merchant-Adwenturers of England having publiſhed ſeveral 
times in the Gazette, Thar all their Majeſties Subjedts ( Handycrafts Men only excepted ) + 
may come intp the ſaid Company for 40 s. Fine, and thereby be equally intituled wich 
all other Members of the ſaid Company to have the Benefit of all the honorable and ad- 
” vantageous Privileges the ſaid Company enjoyeth in the City of Hamburgh and elſewhere, whereby 


oe made the ſaid Company ſo extenſive, as that they cannot but hope it will give a general 
on. 


's Admiſſion, Oath, and their By-Laws, that they are no may nor deſtructive to Trade, 


- Charter, into all which Limits have granted or conſented, Thar all Perſons whatſoever may 
; freely Export the Woollen Manu of this Kingdom ( excepting to the Rivers of Elbe, car? 


» 
- 


yaer ) which is in ſubſtance no more than to preſerve their Trade to the pos Ko _ , 
by may 


occaſion for. 
And having alſo, as they conceive, ſufficiently ſet forth, that the Increaſe of the Exportation of 
the Woollen ManufaQuure in the Years 1690, 1691, —_— was not to be attributed unto the 
Freedom then granted, but unto other Accidents then and in the former three Years atte! 
Trade. And it appearing, that in this laſt Year 1693 there hath been a more liberal Exportation 
the Woollen ManufaRure of this , than in cither of the Years of Freedom, | 
ceive and hope that it will be , the ſaid have not hindered the Exporration of th. 
Woollen Manufacture, but advanced the fame, and conſequently the Price of Wool. . 
And it having been fully demonſtrated, by what indire& Means the ap undermine and ſeek 
to root out the Engliſh Merchants, and for a preſent Profit ro themſelves ſe the Woollen Manu- 
faure of this Nation, to the great Diſcredit and Prejudice thereof in Foreign Parts, and what Pro- 
viſion there is made in Gerwazy to ſecure the Trade of thoſe Parts unto their Natives, to the Ex- 


there 


the Encreaſe and Advantage of the ſame, and Honour of the Nation, as their Predeceffors heteto- 
fore unqueſtionably did. 


For Excepting the Elbe, Weſer, 
and Eyder, out of the Bi 
for a Free Trade in the 


Woollen Manufattures. 


REASONS 


HUMBLY SHEWING, THAT 335 
The Continuing the ACT for a FREE TRADE 
IN THE 72 


Woollen Manufacture of England ; 


With an Exception of the 


Rivers Elve, Weſer andEyder, 


Will make the BI LL of no Effed. 


HE Dutcy have Prohibited all Dyed Woollen ManufaQures ; and all 
other Woollen ManufaQtures may be Carried into Germany thorow the 
Rivers Elve and Weſer, ſooner and cheaper by Eight Pounds per Cert. than 
thorow Holland. 

The chief Deſign of endeavouring the Continuance of the A& For a Free 
Trade in the Woollen Manufafture, was to have a Liberty to carry the ſame intoGermany, 
without interruption thorow the Rivers Elve and Weſer ; becauſe no Man can ſend any 
of the Woollen ManufaQtures thither any other way but with loſs. 

The Hamborough Company though they deſire the Rivers Elve, Weſer, and Eyder to 
themſelves, yet they are under Contra with the City of Hamboroagh not to ſend any 
Goods into Germany, but to Hamborough only thorow the River Elve ; and do not uſe 
the Rivers Weſer and Eyder, as the Governour of the ſaid Company lately confeſt : And if 
they ſhall have the Rivers Elve, Weſer, and Eyder to themſelves, they will wholly Obſtru&t 
a Free Trade in Engliſh Cloth, Serges, Sayes, Stuffs, and Stockings z the Conſequence 
whereof will quickly be felt by the Gentry and Clothiers of this Kingdom, and all others 
concerned in the Working of Wooll in England. 

In the Reign of the late King James, the Hamborough Company Fined one Fohn 
Loveroe a Member of their Company, Three hundred and ſeventy five Pounds , only for 
ſending Engliſh Cloth into Germany, thorow the River Weſer, which he aQuually paid ; and 
if the Bill paſs into an A&, with an Exception of the Rivers Elve, Weſer, and Eyder, the 
fame inſtead of giving a Free Liberty of Buying and Exporting the Woollen ManufaQure 
of this Kingdom, will be a Prohibition of Trading therein to Germany, and contrary to ſe- 
veral Statutes now in force. 

The A ſor a Free Trade in the Woollen ManufaQure, was made upon a Complaint of 
the Clothiers of England, of the Deadneſs of their Trade, and was to continve only 
Three Years, 2s an Experiment ; and it had ſo good Effe, that from the Port of London 
onely, as was lately proved, there was Exported of the Woollen ManufaQure of England 
to Germany, and the Places adjacent, the Value of Four hundred thouſand Pounds, and 
more, over and above what was exported in the Three Years before, when the Trade was 
interrupted by the Hamborough Company. And great Encreaſe was during the Three Years, 
the Trade was open from other Ports: But by reaſon no Perſons were in Town to prove 
the Extratts taken out of the ſaid Ports, the ſame was ommitted. And fince a Free Trade 
thorow the Rivers Flve, Weſer, and Eyder, hath been ſo Beneficialto Their Majeſties, and 
to the Gentry and Clothiers of this Kingdom, it is humbly hoped, that the ſaid 'AQt for a 
Free Trade will be Continued without any Exception of the Rivers Elve, Weſer and Eyadrr ; 
becauſe ſuch an Exception amounts not only ro a Prohibition, but alſo to a Confirmation 


of the ſaid Company's Charter. 
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A REPLY ta Paper, Entituled, Ar Anſwer to the 
Reaſons Offered by the Hamburgh Company , for Excepting the 
Rivers of Elbe, W eler, and Eyder, ont of the Bill-for a Free 
Z 108 0 Os POO TO. . _- auþ = 


HEREAS it is alledged, That the Bill was rejeRed laſt Seſſion of Parliament by 

the great Importunity of the Hamburgh Company , upon their alledging, That the 

Clothiers would be ruined if the Bill thould paſs, and that the Clothiers were pre- 
ſencly ſenſible of the Decay of their Trade. 

[t is anſwered, That the ſame is very Indeceat and Reflefting upon che Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, to Surmiſe that they ſhould be prevailed with, by any Importunities, to reje& a Bill, which, 
as it is alledged, did appear to be a good Bill: And that if it were true, that there hath been any 
Decay in the ſaid Trade, fince the rejeing of the ſaid Bill, ic can no way be attributed to the ſame, 
nor to the Hamburgh Company, for that the Trade hath been as Open and Free fince, as it was 
before : So that in caſe any Complaints be made by ſome Clothiers, it may reaſonably be con- 
ceived to be a Forreign Contrivance and Deſign againſt the Hamburgh Company, to root t our, 
and all the Stock of Engliſh Merchants Trading for Hamburgh ; that the great Privileges they enjoy 
there may ceaſe and determine; to which end Mony hath been collected beyond Sea to carry on the 
Deſign, as it hath been credibly reported. ; 

And whereas it is till inſiſted on, That in the Three Years of Liberty there was far greater 
Quantities of Engliſh Woollen ManufaQure Exported, than in the former three Years: The Reaſons 
thereof were then fo fully ſet forth, that the Honourable Houſe of Commons were ſatisfied that 
the ſame did not ariſe from the ſaid Freedom, but from other Accidents in Trade. And whereas 
the Value is aſcertained in the ſaid Paper, it muſt needs be a Fiftion ; for none can judge of the 
Value of the Goods, unleſs they had the fight thereof, ſome being in Fineneſs worth three or four 
rimes as much as others. And if in the three Years of Freedom the Exportation did exceed the 
former three Years, it is not to be attribut :d to that Freedom 3 for the ſaid former three Years were 
as Free, and without any Obſtruction, though not ſet Free by A& of Parliament, the Hamburgh 
Company not hindering any in their Trade all that time. And it is very well known, that heretofore, 
when the ſaid Company were Supported, the Exportation of the Woollen Manufacture did very much 
exceed what it was in the (aid three Years of Freedom. He 

And as to the Allegation, That the Germans for ſeveral Years have utterly diftiked the Companies 
way of Dealing, and therefore will not go to Hamburgh to Supply themſelves, it is an Uantruth 3 
for the Germans do frequently reſort thither , and buy conſiderable Quantities of Woollen Manu- 
fatures of the Company, as well as other Goods which that City doth furniſh 3 and the Company 
do buy of thery likiwiſe great Quantities of their Country Commoditesz and many of them have 
com [ined of theſe new Traders dire&tly from England, by reaſon of their vending ordinary and 

ed Goods, to the Diſparagement of the ſame: And if the Company have not, and do nor 
at all times furniſh them wich good and well made Engliſh Manufactures on very reaſonable Terms, 
any of their Majeſties Subjedts , Handicrafts-men only excepted , may Exerciſe their Ingenuity in 
managing that Trade better, by coming into the (aid I mp pe, for 40 5 Fine, or for any other Fine 
that the Honourable Houſe of Commons ſhall think fir z whereby they may have the Benefir 
>< all a great Immunities and Privileges which the Members of the ſaid Company enjoy in 
chat City. 
And whereas it is alledged, That the Rivers of Elbe, Weſer and Eyaer, are alſo Inlets into the 
South parts of Germany, as Franckfort, Nuremburgh, &c. the Maps will ſhew how convenient they 
lye to be furniſhed from Holand; and that they are turniſhed from thence with con(iderable Quan- 
tities of Engliſh Woollen Manufactures is well known: And if the Inhabirants of thoſe Parts do 
come'to Buy and Sell at Hamburgh, it is a wanifeſt Sign they meer with good uſage there , both 
as to what they Buy, and what they have to Sell: And ir is well known, that Dyed Goods from 
Exgland are brought into Holland, and alſo that the Forreigners do ſend out of Exglaza moſt of 
their Goods White, that their own Relations abroad may have the Benefit of Dying them 5 which 
was not Practiced by che Company until the Forreigners did introduce the ſame. And that the 
By-Laws of the Company are Enſnaring and Deſtructive to Trade, is fo contrary to common Reaſon, 
that it need nor be anſwered further, than that no Man will believe that t we pang can be 
ſo much Miſled in their Judgments, to make By-Laws Deſtructive to their own Profeflion z which 
By-Laws the Company Humbly Submit to the Examination and Regulation of the Honourable Houſe 
- Commons ; they having lately paſſed the Teſt of a Committee of Their Majeſties moſt Honourable 
Privy Council, without any Exception which can be proved, 

And if the Clothiers, and Qhers in the Weſt of England, can have Linnen and other Commodities 
from Abroad; Ten per Gent Cheaper than from Loxdon (as it is alledged) Ir is very Strange they did 
not make uſe of ſo conſiderable an Advantage in the three Years of Freedom, nor fince, ſeeing they 
had full Liberty fo to do, and have no way been Obſtructed by the faid Company. 

And if the Members of the Hamburgh Company did not know themlelves ſufficiently Able to 
carry on the Trade of the W6ollen Manufacture of Exelazd for the Rivers of Elbe, Weſer and Eyaer, 
(that is in Subſtance no more than for the City of Hamburg») they wouid not defire to have the ſaid 
three Rivers Excepted out of the Bill for a General Liberty. 

And that the Members of the Hamburgh Company do beat down the Priſes of the Woollen 
Manufacture, that the Clothiers cannor Subliſt, is a great Miſtake, it being altogether Impracticable, 
for each Member buyeth with his own Mony, and for his own Accompt, at fuch Prices as he thinkech 
fits and there being many other Buyers for all Parts, unleſs the Members of the Company ſhould give 
as good Prices as others, it is not to be imagined that the Clothiers would Sell c}.eir Commodities to 
them. So that ir is hoped, the Honourable Houſe of Commons will be pleaſed tro make an Experi- 
ment for two or three Years, how the ſaid Company can carry on the Trade into the Parts aforefaid; 
as well to the Increaſe of the (aid Trade, as to the Honour and latereft of the Narion: 
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© © Toan Anſiver to the Reaſons 
offered by the Hamburgh 
Company, for excepting the 
Rivers of Elbe, Weſer, and 
Eder, out of the Bill for a 
Free Trade. 
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REASONS for a general Liberty to all Clothiers 
to Sell their Cloath When, Where, and As they pleaſe. . 


Againſt the Reſtriftions and deſigned Alterations of the methods of Trade in 
the Woollen Manufatture, in a Bill now depending in Parliament, for 
the better preventing the Exportation of Wooll, by altermy the Pe- 
nalty, and for the preſervation of the Market at Blackwell-Hall, exc. 


Humbly Submitted tothe Conſideration of the Honourable Houſe of Commons. =... 
"4 Fe rt wp GY Attn: F/K Fa, 


THAT is obſerved in the Natural Body, holds true in Bodies Politick, 
"either in the Whole, or any conliderable Part thereof 3 ( viz. ) 
That all Sudden Alterations are dangerous. 


The preſent Rule of Trade in the Woollen ManufaQture for Exporta- 
tion, is, Allowing a General Liberty to all Clothiers to ſell their Cloath When, Where, and As 
tbey find the greateſt Encouragement, without any Reſtrifions as to Time, Place, or Panner 
of Sclliug 5 and under this General Liberty the Woollen Marufature hath mott flourithed in 
its Exportation, and more particularly in the Turky Trade, the molt advantageous Market 
for our Cloath. Bnt ſhould the defign'd-Alterations in the Bill depending be once efta- 
bliſhed, Two things ( amongſt many other Inconveniences) ſeem to be the Natural Con- 
{cquences 3 ( viz. ) 

Firſt, None but the Rich Clothiers can Trade. 

Secondly, Small Quantities will be then fold for Exportation, and at far dearer Rates 
than the now Price. 

The Conſequence of the firſt il] Effet will be the Ruin of many Hundred Cloathiers, 
and their more Numerous Dependants. 

And the fatal Conſequence of the Rich Cloathiers ſelling fo dear, mult in time ruin our 
Trade with Twrky and other Parts, where the Markets would be (oon ſupplied by other 
Nations upon much eafier Terms than our Merchants then could fell their Cloath, 

That Maxim in Trade relating to private Perſons, Light Gain makes a Heavy Purſe, holds 
undoubtedly true with reſpe& to our Exportations ; for when we can upon more ealy terms 
than other Nations, ſupply Forcign Markets with any Commodity, then Wc may hope to 
be ( if not the ole, yet ) the moſt General Traders; and tho our Gains in the Tard may 
be but ſmall, yet our Profit in the Whole, by the vaſt Quantities we ſcll, will be very 
Conſiderable. 

It is an uncontroverted Maxim in Trade, The more Markets, the more Buyers, and the 
more Commodities are diſperſed, the greater Quantities will be ſold, than when confined to one Marker. 

Whilſt Clothiers are at liberty to follow ſuch Meaſures in their Trade as they find moſt con- 
ducive to their Intereft, it ſeems ftrange and ſcarce credible, they ſhould defire to be ſhackled, 
and lye under ſuch Reſtritions as this Bill would enact, If it was in fad the Interett ot Alt 
Clatbiers ( who ſend Cloth to Landon ) to ſell their Cloth only in Blackwell- Hall ( as ſome 
would infinuate ) how comes it to paſs that the Clothiers are the only part of Mankind that do 
not follow their Intereſt, when at Liberty ſo to do. Intereſt will not Iye, but Plawfible Infinnati- 
ons from ſome Gloceſterſhire Rich Deſigning Clothiers ( the Chief Promoters of this Bill for their 
oron Pzivate Intereſt ) may Err, And ſeeing All Dozts of Clathiers do now in Fact ule other 
Markets in Trade befides Blackeell- Hall, ſuch their Prattice is a ſtronger Argument that the preſent 
Method of Trade ( which is now followed out of Choice, and nor by Reftraint ) is tor the 
General Tnterejt of that Trade, than any Cunning Pretences or Colourable Arguments can prove 
to the Contrary. 

Whereas 5 was objected againſt the Packers, That they give too large Credit : 

Anſw, Credit is the life of Trade ; and without Credit the Woollen ManufaQture will 
ton decay z and contidering the greatneſs of the Trade, there is not one inſtance to be 
given of fo ſmall Loſſes in ſo large returns. 

And it is humbly conceived ( for the Reaſons before alledg'd ) That ſhould this Bill 
paſs, the Exportation of Cloath would be much leſs than it now is, which would ex- 
rremely prejudice the Woollen ManufaQture, and thereby much abate che Price of Wool, 

By the Title and Preamble of this Bill, the preventing the Exportation of Wooll fcems 
to be the main defign of the A ; but by the body of the Bill it appears that other things 
are thercin chiefly intended ; for it takes of the Greateſt Penalties againſt that Exportation, 
and Enadts Leſs Penal in their ſtead.But the great drift of the Rich Gloceſterſhire Clothiers (the 
fixlt promoters of this Bill ) by Pafling this Act , would be the enriching themſelves out of 
the Ruins of the Trade of many other Clothiers of the Poorer fort ;3 whoſe prefervation 
againli this defign tends not only to the ſaving many Families from Ruin, but alſo keeps 
up the ralve of Wooll, which ( with humble Submithon ) is of as great concern to this 
Nation, clpzcially the Countrey Gentlemen, as can come before this Honourable Houle z 
to the great Wiſdom whereof, the Premiſes are moſt humbly ſubmirted. 
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The REPL Y of the Country to the kind Reaſons of the great Cixy, 
for a general Liberty to the Clothiers for ſelling their Cloth when, 
where, and as they pleaſe, AK c f {as | 4405 

Humbly Offerd to the PARLIAMEN I... oo 


Hen ſo general an Application hath been made for three or four years to this 

Honourable Houſe by the Clothiers of Glouceſter-ſhire , Wilts , Somerſet, 

Berks, Warwick-ſhire, &c. by Petitions and Letters to the Members, to regain 

tneir loſt right at the publick Market of Blackwell-hall, where alone they have 

a freeliberty to ſell their Cloth ; and by which means ſolely, they can be redeem'd from the 

more than Egyptian Bondage they are brought into by the contend intereſt of the Turky Mer- 

chants and Packers. It ſeems a more than ordinary Impoſition upon this great Council ( after 

their PraCtice has paſt the Cenſure of a Committee) to ſhelter the extraordinary advantage 

they gain from the Country, under a ſpecious pretence of Favour to the little Clothiers, as if 
they were totally uncapable of underſtanding their own Intereſt. 

The Reaſons are flouriſh'd (like a Citizen) in the beginning, with Bodies Politick, and Bo- 
dies Natural; to which ſhall only anſwer, ' That the Bodies Politick in the City, hath made 
many Natural: Bodies very Poor in the Country ; and come to the firſt Lyon in the way, 
That all ſudden alterations in Trade are dangerous, which I am ſure, is not fo fierce as its painted. 
The Clothiers are now —_ by the City Law, to bring their Cloth to Blackwell-hall, and 
there pay a Duty ; as likewile reſtrained from ſelling them in Inns and publick Houſes, which 
doth denote ſome advantage to the Clothiers at this publick Market. Here are more conve- 
nient Warehouſes to lodge Cloth than in any private Houſe, and more ſecure from Fire,which 
at preſent are other ways employ'd 3 and if this Cloth-be bought by the Merchant, and ſent 
into his own Houle inſtead of the Packers, it will bea means to have it Exported the Cheap- 
er, and no loſs to the publick, if their withdrawing Rooms were once more turn'd into 
Warehouſes, and the old Cloth Perches were - up in their Coach-houſes again : Hereby 
Apprentices will be brought up to a due knowledge in Cloth, which will begert a greater de- | 
light in Trade ; and the old Proverb was, 4 Man's own buſineſs never dirts his Fingers. 
But ſu g this to be inconſiſtent with the new Equipage and Gallantry, it is the ſame 
to ſznd: loth into the Packers Houſes when bought, as now to ſend Cloth there to ſell ; and 
many hath uſed SpeQacles ſo long, that the Servant, the Packer, lately Fin'd for Sheriff, when 
the Maſter defir'd to be excus'd. As our matters now ſtand, the ſaving all unneceſlary Charge 
ſeems moſt agreeable tothe Conſtitution of our Body Politick ; and this dangerous Alteration 
will be converted into the Security of the Clothier, by avoiding two Hazards in three that 
he now runs in the Sale of his Cloth ; and his preſent caſe is dire&ly contrary to what is 
ſuggeſted; for he now ſcarce ever knows when his Cloth is ſold, to whom it was ſold, or 
at what price ; which in great meaſure will be redreſt by this Bill. The greateſt Happineſs 
that this Nation ever enjoy'd, camelately in a ſudden Alteration; when our loſt Rights 
were reſtored : AndI am ure, that private Intereſt in Trade hath as much invaded the pub- 
lick Good of our Nation, as the Jeſuit in Religion. 

The next Poſition is, That if Cloth is fold at the publick Market, none but the rich Clothiers car 
Trade, If the little Clothier can't ſell his Cloth himſelf,which in former days was very uſual, 
he hath a FaQtor ready at hand to ſcl! them for him, the firſt opportunity. A Liberty to im- 
power the Hall-keeper to deliver them to a Merchant that is his Friend ; when his occaſions 
prompt him to take them at his Price, or otherwile if tranſaQted by Letter ; or if he hath 
a mind to put them up in a Store-houſe, the Bank hath offer'd to lend Mony upon eaſic 
Terms for the Relief of the Poor : So that this 15 evidently the advantage of all little Clo- 
thiers. And if the neceflity of our Afairs ſhould require an Exciſe out of our home Con- 
ſumption, this is no way to be ColleQed, but by preſerving the Sale in publick Markets, 
Small quantities will then be ſold for Exportation, and at far dearer Rates than the now Prices. 
To anſwer this, I will only add his own words : When the Merchant at one wiew ſees the many 
unſold Cloths in the publick Market, he will be ſo far from giving more, that he will probably give 
leſs than he now gives. --- And this being laid down laft, like a bequeath in a Will, it muſt 
take place of the former : The more Markets, the more Buyers, in this caſe is no maxim 3 for 
the Packers Houſes are no Markets; they keep their Doors lockt, and no Lettices, or other 
Signs that Cloth is thereto be ſold ; but indeed, rather ſo many private Monopolies, to which 
belongs ſome Favorite Merchants. More Houſes than one are let out to Packers by Merchants, 
that they may thereby command the better Penniworths. 

Credit is the Life of Traxe : I have often heard, that ready Mony is the Life of Trade ; 
I am ſure that drives it the quickeſt round ; which ſeems to have more Litc than Credir. 

The Clothier is not hereby reſtrained from giving Credit with his Cloth, and the Packer 
may buy and ſell again for what Credit he pleaſeth ; but it can't but be thougit hard to all 
Mankind, that a Clothier ſhould be forc*'d upon a hazardous Credit, beyond his own Ability, 
and his Family want imployment in the mean time, and the Poor ready to Starve. Light 
Gain makes a heavy Purſe, 1s the Language of ready mony, and not Creditz and hereby our 
Woollen Manufacture will be Exported much the Cheaper, which will encourage the Con- 
ſumption. A publick Market doth always encourage a good Commodity 3 and until our 
Cloth is truer made, our Trade can never mend. The Sums of Mony chcartully paid by rhe 
Country, the preſent regret that there is not a better Ability to do more to aſſiſt the Govern- 
ment, which evidently {prings from the loſs of our Wool, the extraordinary Charge to the 
Relief of our Poor, and the Opprefſion in Trade by thoſe that drink Claret in Quarts ; and the 
neglect in a long Application, where Relief may be expeQted, are Conſiderations that are 
ſtrangely diſ-ſpiriting to multitudes of his Majckies Trading SubjeQs, are humbly offered to 
the Conſideration of this Honourable Houſe. Vox Populi, Vox De. 
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A PROPOSAL 


Humbly offered 


To the King and Parliament, 


FOR RAISING 
A Confiderable Sum of Mony Yearly to His MA JES TY. 
| Y 


Fg Z ey C eu B EY 
James Lord Mordington, B. IWhitelocke Eſq; and Rich. Cotton Cioth- Worker. 


HAT an Impo/ition be laid upon all B20ad Cloth; 7z. on the fineſt Sort of 12 Shil- 

lings per Yard and upwards, the Sum of Three Pence per Yard ; On the middling 

Sort from Six to Twelve Shillings per Yard, the Sum of Two Pence per Yard ; On 

all Broad Cloth under Six Shillings per Yard, One Penny per Yard. And propor- 
tionably on all Stuffs, Serges, and all other woven wollen Manufactures. 


That Offices be erected in requilite Places, with leaden Seals and Stamps to be ſet on the 
Cloth, Stuffs, &c. upon pain of Forfeitnre, if ſold without. 


This by Computation wilt produce to His Majeſty about Two Millions per Annum, from 
what is Imported, Exported, and Spent here. Which will be a very conſiderable Reve- 
nue to the King, for His carrying on the preſent War with France. 


And, far from proving a heavy Tax upon the Commodities aforeſaid, *twill ſcarce be 
felt by the Nation. For he that wears the fineſt Cloth ſhall pay but Nine Pence for a Suit 
confiſting at moſt of Three Yards, and perhaps of Three or Four Pounds Value or more; 
For the middling Sort, Six Pence per Suit; and for the courſeſt, Three Pence per Suit. The 
Wearcr or Spender in reality paying the Tax ; and the Clothier, Merchant, and Retailer 
paying nothing but what they receive again from the Spender. 


The Tarks, and all forein Nations, will Contribute by the Exportation, mor? than Our 
Selves z the Exportarions being generally far beyond the Quantity of What we ſpend at . 
Home, and the Merchants recerving again from their forein Correſpondents what they Pay 
here for the Tax. 


And, whereas there are great Quantities of our Engl;ſ Wool and Fullers Exrth Tranſpor- 
ted daily beyond Sea ( which is the greateſt Detriment to the Cloathing Trade, the chief 
Manufacture of this Kingdom ) an Effectual Law to prevent the Exportation thereof for the 
future will much Advance the Intereſt of the Kingdom in genzral, and of the King in par- 
ticular, as will appear by theſe Two following Reaſons. 

I. That Englſh Wool is naturally Oily and Fat, and will mix with any other Wool. Where- 
as Forern Wool being naturally Dry, and either too Courſe or too Fine, cannot be Milled or 
Fulled to any Perfection, without a Mixture of ours. 

IT. That without Engliſh Wool and Fallers Earth, no good Cloth can. be made in any Part 
of the World, beſides England. And conſequently by ſuch Effectual Prohibirior, the whote 
Trade univerſally will be our own. Which will very much Inrich the Natton, and with 
this Impoſition will yield a very great Yearly Revenue to the Kingz eaſy to every one in 
particular, and an Eale to the Nation in general, in Raiſing the pretent neceilary Supplies 
for the War. 

And this moreover anſwers all Objections of the Clothiers. Who, belides their Paying 
nothing but what they receive again upon Sale as before, will by ſuch Eftectual Prohibition 
receive far greater Advantage, than they can any ways pretend to be Grieved by this Tax, 

The Diſcoveries of the ſeveral Ways and Methods uſed, togcther with the Advantages and 
Correſpondencies'made for the clandeſtine Exportation both of our Wool and Fullers Earth, 
being a great Help and Inſight to Reform and Prevent theſe Abuſes; the ſaid Propofers are 
ready to make out the ſame, with ſome other Precautions to that effect, if thele their Pgo- 
poſals find Acceptance. 


The CASF. of the db - ar 


Merchants + Clothiers of this Aingbii 


Is 2 
And all others concerned, in the Free Exportation of the 


Woollen Manufacture of E NGLAND © 
To Holland , Flanders, Brabant and Germany, 


Y an Ac, made in the firſt Year of Their Majeſties Reign, en- 
tituled, An Act for the better preventing the Exportation of Woot, and 
encouraging the Woollen Manufattures of this Kingdom, it is for the 
better Encouragement of the Manufacture, as well as the 
Growth of Wool, enacted; that from thenceforward it 

ſhould and might be lawful to and for any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever 

to Buy any Cloth, Stuffs, Stockins, or other Manufacture of Wool, 
made in the Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, or the Town of 

Berwick upon Tweed: and the ſame freely, without any Moleſtation or 

Trouble whatioever, to Export into any Parts beyond the Seas, paying 

the uſual Cuſtonas. 

Which AcCt paſſed the Royal Aﬀent the Twentieth Day of Auguſt, 1689. 
and was to continue for three Years, and from thence to the End of the 
next Seflion of Parliament, which is this preſent Seflion. 

Since the making of which AC there hath been Exported to Holland, 
Flanders, Brabant and Germany far greater Quantities of the Woollen Ma- 
nufacture of England, notwithſtanding the Obſtruction of Commerce, 
by reaſon of the preſent War, than was exported before, when the 
Trade was limited to the Members of the Hamborough Company only, as by 
the Entries in the Books of Their Majeſties Cuſtoms plainly appears : 
By which Increaſe of the Woollen ManufaCfture exported, Their Ma- 
Jeſties Cuſtoms, and the Price of Wool, hath been conſiderably advanced, 
ſo that the Continuance of the ſaid Free Trade will be very beneficial to 
Their Majeſties and their Subjects ; whereas it rhe Frade in the Woollen 
Manufacture be reſtrained, it will be very prejudicial, not only to the 
Merchants and Clothiers of this Kingdom, but to all other Perſons, 
whoſe Commodities they Ule and Conſume. 

Tt is the Intereſt of this Nation to invite all Perſons to Buy and Export 
the Woollen Manufacture of England, for that a Pound of Wool, when 
wrought, yields ten times the Value of the Wool, there being many 
Thouſand Families maintained thereby, and ſeveral Trades that depend 
wholly on the Woollen Trade, viz. the Wather, Shearer, Picker, Comber, 
Karder, Reeler, Warper, Spinner, Knitter, Weaver, Clotiworker, 
Tucker, Fuller, Drawer , Napper, Kalenderer, Dyer, Setter and 
Packer, beſides ſeveral other Trades, whoſe Commodities they coniume, 
as the Makers of Wyer, Carcmakers, vc. 

It is therefore humbly hoped, That Leave will be given to bring in a 
Bill for the Continuance of the ſaid Free Trade in the Woollen Ma- 
nufa&ure of England to Holland, Flanders, Brabant and Germany; and 
that the ſaid Bill may be paſt into an Act of Parliament. 
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249 
The » Advantages of the Kingdome of ENG L A ND; 
boib abroad and at home , by Manageing and Iſing the 
Drapery , and Woollen Manufactures of this King- 
dom, under the Ancient Government of the Fellowſhip of 
AAERCHANT S2ADVENTURERS 
f EN, G LA ND: 
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i OVERNMENT granted necellary, as 
- M8 Wo * Jl over the pcrions of men, {o of thole things 

aE which are convenient and fit for the mainte- 
nance of humane Society. 

Arts and Merchandile are the naturall 
eftc&s and employment of this Society: And 
as without Government, men could not be 
reduced into order, no more could Arts and 
Merchandile be improved, to the benefit of 
the ſociety of mankinde, if the ſame were 
not by the Magiſtrate regulated. 

There was never any Nation, but as ſoon 
as it becaine civilliz'd, it ſought to employ it ſelfe,to make advantage of the 
growth and produdt of rhe Land upon which God placed the ſame. 

God hath not bleſſed any Nation with that univerſall produ& of its own 
Countrey, as thar it ſhould not ſtand in need of ſomething, whereof ano- 
ther may furniſh it; and hath either given a ſuperfluity to every Nation, by 
commutation, to ſupply one another recipcocally , or elſe the quicknels and 
induſtry of ſpirit, invention and labour, to furniſh their feverall wants and 
neceflities otherwayes. FR __ Js 

The ſuperfluity of England was Beſtiall, and thEproduG of its Mines: 
The Sheep rendred an overplus of Wools, and Wool-fells, the orher Cat- 
tle, Leather, and the entrails of the carth, Lead, 


7. Oar 


' 
(2) 


Our Fore-fathers did a long time content themſelves to be diſcharged 
thereof,-even as nature, with a little art and workmanſhip, gave the ſame 
unto them. 

The Neighbour-Nation of Flanders, not abounding in any thing of this 
kinde, did buy this wool, and Endraped the ſame, and grew more opu- 
lent by their ManufaQure thereof, than this Nation, by the material it 
felt. 

The Grower of wool reſted in the profit he made of his wools, at his 
own door, or his Countrey-market 3 and thence did ariſe a fort of men 
who bought the ſame up of them, and begot a Trafftique berween the 
Wool-grower and the foreign Endraper, which were from their eſtabliſh- 
ivg their Market for the ſtranger in ſome certain City, lying commodious 
for entercourle, called Staplers. | 

Yer ſtill all along the Supreme Magiſtrate made Laws, both as to the 
ſorting, combing, and packing of wools, as alſo for the ſaid Staplers more 
regular ifluing of the {ame out of the Land, granting them many Franchi- 
zes, Immunities, Priviledges, and Exemptions not communicable to every 
perſon, but to ſuch only as were bred up in the myſtery of their Trade. 


So here is a Corporation eſtabliſhed for the regulation of the firſt 
ingredient of Clothing ; for their incouragement they have Fran- 
chizes, and for their regular iſſuing out their commodities they have 
Mart-Towns abroad, and at home : And all ,this found neceſſary 
by the wiſdome of ſeveral Parliaments. 

t ranchizes and priviledges import diſtin&ion and ſeparation be- 
tween and from other perſons , and without theſe no great affair 

can either be compaſlſed or maintained. 

In King Edward the firſt's time, there did ſpring'up out of the 
Guild of Mercers Londoz, a ſort of Engliſh Merchants, who firſt 
began to attempr the bringing in the making of Cloth into this 
Land, and about the latter end of his Reign, viz. Anno 1296. they 
obtained priviledges of Fobn the Second, Duke of Brabant, and 
ſtapled themſelves in Antwerp, zoyning in ſociety with them all o- 
ther Engliſh Merchants reſorting to thole parts. 

After few years, King Edward the third, raking notice of their 
hopeful growth, did, to incourage this Manufacture, by many pri- 
viledges, invite over the Strangers, both Cloth-makers and Cloth- 
dreſſers, authorizing all by Parliament : inſomuch , as at the latter 
end of his Reign, he and his Parliaments did adventure to prohibit 
the importation of foreign Cloth. 

King Henry the fourth, finding how that the Government of this 
Trade (which hitherto had no other countenance, but by and under 


A forrcign 


(3) 


a foreign Prince) might be adyanced by the concurrence of his Au. 
thority, did firſt, Anno 1406. grant theſe Merchants a Charter to 
govern this Trade, both abroad and at home ; and he grounded the 
{ame upon the defect of good Government. 


Now then, the conveniences of this Government will appear, 
from the benefits which ariſe thereby. Firſt, to the publique, 
and then to the private Undertakers ; and laſtly, to the ſeveral 
Artificers and Workmen depending on Clothing, and the general 
influence the {ame hath upon the whole Nation. 


The publique Intereſt is. 


That nothing 1s more evident, than that the upholding this Government 
hath obtained, and gained this great Manufafture from the Stranger. 

That it hath, all along, cheriſhed amity and entercourle between this 
Nation, and its neighbours. | | 

T hart it hath ſea{onably prevented all Innovations, wrongs, incroach- 
ments, and exaCtions abroad and at home, whilſt the Supreme Magiſtrate 
continued its protection. 

That it hath, in all times, advanced the vent of Clothing abroad. 

That it hath augmented and ſecured the publique Revenue. 

That it hath maintained and increaſed the Navigation. 

That when either the honour of the Nation abroad, or the neceſflitics 
thereof at home, have required the ſame, this Fellowſhip, becauſe of their 
Government, was alwayes to be found, were ſtill ready and at hand, and by 
their forward and dutiful ſervices, have averted many imminent dangers on 
the Nation from abroad, and ſupplied many great occaſions at home, as 
can be manifeſted by many particulars in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

That by its Courts and Staples, and their good Government : broad, the ' 
Princes and Republiques of Germany, and the ſeventeen Provinces of the 
Netherlands, have outvied one the other, in offering them priviledges and 
immunines above all other Nations. | 

That hereby theſe Priviledges and Immunities are become the Rights of 
this Fellowſhip, not ex gratia, which hath in all Treaties been infiſted 
upon. | 

And hence to the pablick alſo, as well as to this Fellowſhip, have 
accrued theſe benefits and advantages. 


That throughout ſo many Ages this Kingdome hath trained up, and 
been ſtill ſupplied with knowing and experienc'd Merchants, as well in the. 
tcue and good making of the Cloth, and other Woollen ManufaQures of 

AT this 
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this Land, as alſo in the improving of the vent and profit thereof beyond 
the Seas. : 

That the Fellowſhip may take and plant their Staple of Reſidence in 
any City of thoſe parts, as they ſhall agree; and that che Supreme Magi- 
ſtrare ſhall provide, that they ſhall be therein priviledged, as they have 
been in any other Countreys, or places; that nothing ſhall be impoſed on 
their Perſons or Goods, but by their ftore-knowledge. 

That ſtill, in all accidents of difference, or war, between this Nation 
and the Supreme Magiſtrates of the Low Countries , they are provided, 
by Letters of ſafe conduR, to retreat in due time with their Perſons and 
Eſtates, and clear themſelves of the Countrey, which was religiouſly ob- 
lerved, during the late breach with the States General. 

That their Goods, by miſtake of entry, are not ſubze& to confiſcation. 

That they pay, neither to the Supreme, nor to the Inferiour Magiſtrate 
any Duties upon Clothes, Kerſeys, or Bayes. 

That in cafe of wrack at Sea, their Goods which can be recovered are 
reſtored upon reaſonable Salvage. 

That if by tempeſt, or other misfortune, any Ship of the Fellowſhip, de- 
ſigned for their Mart or Reſidence, enter any other Port, or Haven, that 
| _ lame ſhall not be obliged ro pay any Duty or Toles, except they break 

ulk. 

That the {aid Fellowſhip may make their contracts with ſuch conditions, 
as ſhall beto their moſt benefit, containing themſelves within the general 
limits of the Laws of thole Lands. 

That the Members thereof may make their Wills, and diſpoſe of their 
moveable Goods ; and that they ſhall be of the ſame validicy, as if made in 
England. 5 

That the Fellowſhip ſhall have civil juri{diction for the adminiſtration 
of Law and Juſtice over and amongſt themſelves, and their ſuppoſts, be 
ing Engliſh-men, according to their own Lawsand Cuſtomes, and the pri- 
viledges 8y them, in thoſe Lands, and elſewhere obtained and uſed. 

That in no ContraGs made with the Fellowſhip, the Debtor ſhall have 
any Letters of Reſpir, or the like, for prolongation of time, or proteQion 
againſt the Law. 

That in criminal Caſes, if any perſon accule any of the FcHowſhip, the 
accu(er ſhall be kept in Ward with the acculed, rill the delict be made ap- 
pear; and for the default therein, the accuſed ſhall be forthwith diſchar- 
ged without coſts or damage. 

That none of the Fellowſhip ſhall ſuffer confiſcation, or other damage 
in his Goods for crime committed by his ſervant without his knowledge. 

Yet all this, upon condition that the Fellowſhip ſhall hold and keep 
their Court of Reſidence in thoſe Lands. 

The 


Cy 
The priviledges and benefits of the Fellowſhips Refidences 
abroad are. 


That in all caſes, either of laughter, wounding, or abuſing the perſons 
of any of the Fellowſhip, or dammaging of their Ships or tackle in the 
Harbour, or of ſtealing any of their Coods, {pcedy and exemplary Juſtice 
ſhall be done, aud reſtitution or reparation be made. 

That they ſhall enzoy Churches peculiar to themlelves, which are kept 
in reparation by the Towns. | 

That they are provided of fair publick houſes to keep their Aſſemblies 
in, andentertain their FaCtors and Agents daily, befides, houſes tor their 
Governour, Miniſter, Concierges, and free Hoſts, Secretaries, Clerks, and 
all Under-Officers, according to the quality of every of them, all free of 
Rent, and repaircd at the charge of the Towns. 

That they enyoy, in thele publick houles, freedome of all manner of 
Excizes, as to all lorts of Beer, Wine, Fuel, and all other proviſions for 
houſe-keeping, and for all commerce, and the like, in all their private 
houſes , ſo they keep no publick Table for Strangers. | 

Thar they, in theſe houles, are free of all Watchings, Wardings, or 
Quartering of Souldicrs, and all contribution in that behalf, real or pcr- 
ſonal. | 

That no Engliſh or Scotch Garriſon ſhall be lodged in their Reſidence, 
without the approbation and conlent of the Fellowſhip. 

That no Engli/b-man ſhall be admitted Burger, without the conſent of 
the Fellowſhip. Og | 

That the Fellowſhip may make Arreſt of the perſon and Goods of any 
Engliſh, by their own Officers, of their own authority. 

That the Stranger may ſue in the Court of the Fellowſhip any Engliſh 
man, and ſhall be obliged to abide and pertorm the Sentence thereof, and 
ſhall nor withdraw his Cauſe, or Appeal. 

Thar the Caulcs of all Engliſh, in the Courts of the Town, ſhall be 
preferred in diſpatch. 

Thar no Arreſt or Attachment of any perſon or Goods, made by the 
Town- Officers, by Suit of any of the Fcllowſhip, ſhall be dilmiſt, or diſ- 
charged without their conlenr. Os 

That no man of the Fellowſhip, either in his perſon or Goods, ſhall, in. 
any civil Action be Aricſted, without the fore-knowledge and coaſent of 
the Governour, or his Deputy. 

Thar in all caſes of Capital Crime, or even of High Trcaſon, cominit- 
ted by any of the Fellowſhip, his Eſtate ſhall, nevertheleſs, not be confiſ- 
rated; but come to his heirs; neither the Goods of his Principals or Friends, 
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in his, or any other mens hands, be touched or forfcited in thoſe Citics: 

That none of their Burgers ſhall colour Engliſh mens goods. 

Thac the Tare or allowance, upon defaults of Engliſh Cloth, ſhall be 
moderated. 

That the Fellowſhip may chule their own Mcalurers and Packers, Bro- 
kers, and other Officers. 

That the Fellowſhip ſhall be provided of all fitting Dwelling-houſes, 


Lodgings, and Pack-houles at a reaſonable rent. 


7 be (onveniences and Benefits of the F ellowſhips Government 
mE@NG LAND. we: 


To brecd up Youth, for ſucceſſion, to take care they be inftructed by 
their Maſters in their trade 3 to lee they be deceutly maintained, to pro- 
vide they be, in due time, fent over by their Maſters, to be acquain- 
ted, as well with the Foreign, as Home-tradving 3 and that they be there 
{o overſeen, and regulated , that they may be reſtrained from vice, and 
thoſe inconvententies which Youth arc inclined, and hable unto. 

To imploy no perſon to be a FaGor abroad, but Engliſh onely, and 
{uch, to bicd up, as aforeſaid. 

To preveat, that the Kingdome lofe not a SubjeG by foreign Marriage, 
and that thereby the Myſtery of their Trade be not communicated to 
Strangers. 

_ take care, that all Clothes and Woollen ManufaGures of this Land 
be Shipped to no other part of their p:iviledges beyond the Seas, but on- 
Iy to the Mart, or Staple-Towns, both to maintain the Treaties 1n this 
behaif, aud to increaſe as well the Manufacture at home, as the vent there= 
of abroad, and there to uphold the eſteem and price thereof, which can 
only be done in a Mart-Town. 

"To appoint Shipping in the due Seaſons of the year, and according as 
the Market abroad requireth, or incourageth them; and that no man have 
the advantage of going to Market before another. 

To take order that the Merchant, full grown, and full of ſtock, do not 
carry away, or ingroſs the Commodity, but that there may be room and 
incouragement for Plants, and men of lower Eſtates, toumploy their ſtocks 
and indeavours. 


To inſpe& into the true making of Cloth, and all other Woollen Ma- 


nutactures. 
Fo prevent the exportation of Wools and Fullers-earth, in which two 


points the Fellowſhip hath taken more pains, and been at greater exPencesz 
than all the Corporations, and Merchants in England. He 
o 


ET. 


To give an account, from time to time, of all incroachments and at- 
temprs upon their Trade, and Priviledges beyond the Seas, and of the 
reaſons of all decay or obſtruction of Trade, both at home, and abroad ; 
and to adviſe, 1a the Station, remedy and redrels thereot. 

To coire{pond weekly, and as there ſhall be occaſion, with their Courts 
and Mcmbers, as well reli..ing beyond the Seas, as planted throughout 


the Ports of England. 


To carry through all which affairs incumbent upon them, they 
imploy perſons of known worth, and integrity ; in the firſt place, of 
Government, entertain Miniſters of zeal, good knowledge, litera«= 
ture, and example of good life, for Gods due worſhip and Service in 
his Ordinances, breed up ſeveral men able to lerve their Countrey, 
if need be, and to inform the ſame, of the ſtate of foreign Nations, 
and their attempts and competition upon, and for this great Staple 
of Clothing; and that the Fellowſhip do relieve daily many di- 


ſtreſled perlons of this Nation abroad. 


The Languiſhing State of our 


WOOLLEN MANUFACTURE, 
Humbly Repreſented to the PARLIAMENT. Py 


ing Commodity in Trade at all Foreiga Markets , which crue merit rendered it the Dar- 

ling of this Honourable Houſe ; as appears by the Statutes from Edward the Sixth, to 

the 21ſt of King James 3 during which time, the Country flouriſhed, Wool fold at double 
the Price it hath done fince. 

The negle& of which, (theſe latter times) hath occaſioned as great a Sickneſs in Trade, as will 
appear by a due Examination of all Parts of the Manufature in our Nation, where the Charge for Re- 
lief of the Poor, exceeds all Taxes to the King 3 and indeed are become an Emblem of Poyerty, 
which will appear in more viſible demonſtrations, if ſome ſpeedy Care be not taken. 

But being now (by good providence) come upon the ſame Foor again, as appears by his Majeſty's 
recommending the ballancing of Trade to this great Council, An Abſtract of the Grievances a- 
bout our Woollen Manufacture, are here humbly repreſented. 


I. The Exportation of our Wooll into Frazce and other Parts, which by their cheap Work- 
manſhip hath leſſened our Trade Abroad, whilſt the making it Fellony, hath only been a ſhelter 
ro the Practice, and no way anſwer'd the End. - 

2- The debafing and falfifying our Manufactures hath been a great hindrance to their conſump- 
tion ; hereby we have given wo that excellent Advantage (that Providence hath afforded us,) 
whereby we are capable of exceeding the whole World, and ſuffer'd the Dutch and other Nations 
to out-do us in Trad?. And I can (ee little hopes of good Succeſs in Trade, whilſt there is Error 
in fundamento 3 and the finiſter praQtiſes of ſtraining and falfifying our Goods, are the chief wheels 
that brings our Gain, which for ſome time may anſwer private Ends, but will ſoon be prejudicial 
to the Publick z which is no way to be prevented, but by fixing our Manufactures to a certain length, 
breadth and weight, and preventing the great abuſe of ſtrainin 

3. The neglect of preſerving the Merchandiſe of our Woollen ManufaQuures in Engl; Hands, to 
be Exported to Flanders, Germany, Holland and Spain, who are the only true Patriots to preſerve the 
Reputation of our Engl Commodities. So ſoon as the Foreigner became Principal in our Mar- 
kets in Buying, he ſoon beat down the Price, and let looſe the Reins as to the intrinfick value of the 

ity, which always kept a check upon the Dutch, who are our chiefeſt Competitors in Trade z 
by which means our Cloth was ſoon debas'd, whilſt there was never more care taken in Hollazd to 
preſerve the Goodneſs and Reputation of - their own. Hereby we have loſt the Advantage of our Mer- 
chandize, have given an Advantage to Foreigners to ſell the Native Commodities of their own Coun- 
tries at the top of our Markets, and leſſened the number of Exgliþ Merchants fo far, that Three 
Hundred Pounds with an Apprentice now, is not reckon'd ſo much as One Hundred Pounds Forty 
Years paſt 3 which is not to be remedied but by an Eſtabliſhment of the Company of Merchant 
©©4 pnd of England, by A&R of Parliament, in the moſt Comprehenſive manner that can be con- 
triv 

4. The negle& of preſerving the publick Market of Blackwel-hall, in London, for the Sale of Cloth, 
according to ancient cuſtom, which hath been like the opening of Pavdoras's Box ro the Manufacturers, 
or leading of them into Hope : Hereby the Maker hath been diſpoſleſt of the Sale of his own Goods , 
and train'd up a Servant to become his Maſter z who to procure a farther Profic ro himſelf out of Wool, 
hath brought on a long Credit with Cloth, which hath put the Clothiers Stock out of his own com- 
was ings Ate ro _ his Wool w the Spe ehergon 7 » Co bas wy long v7 ae o__ 

of very 0 g conſequence to t rc into the hands of Ingro 
and Badgers for an immediate Subſiſtance z hath occationd many bad Debts to the Makers, from Foreign 
Merchants, from Packers and Factors, to the very great leſſening of the Stock of the Country, and here- 
by (the command of the Sale of Cloth being wholly in their own Hands,) our Subſtantial Merchants 
that paid ready Money, hath been diſcouraged, and the commanding Commodity of our Nation, pur 
into weak Hands, that ſupport themſelves by Credit, whilft nothing can relieve the Country but a 
nimbler circulation of the Clothiers Stock, which by no means can be effected, but by preſerving the 
publick Market, which is humbly offer'd in a Bill. | 

5- The unneceſſary Charge that hath hereby been brought upon the commanding Commodity of 
our Nation, at leaſt Eight per Gezt, which was wholly prevented whilſt the Clothier ſold his Cloth 
to the Ezelih Merchant ; which dead weight doth not alittle hinder the maſter Wheel of our Trade. 

6. The neglect of incouraging the conſumption of the proper Effe&s of our Woollen Manufz@ure 
from Flanders and Germany, which inſtead thereof, hach beea doubly charged in our Cuſtoms, ever 
ſince the 12th of Garol. IT. whilſt like Children we have been kept quiet with Rattles, Painted Calli- 
co's, Soft Muſlings, and the curious Landskips of an Inatan Fan, brought home witch our Bullion. 

7. The ingrofling of Commodities in Trade, Cutchaneal, Indico; &c. which by the Laws of the 
Romans in ſome caſes was no leſs than Death. 


(): Woollen ManufaQture brought to its perfeftion (in former days) was the command- 


The Proper Remedies for theſe Grievances we humbly ſubmit to this Honouranle Houſe, 


; The STATE 


:-Of our Woollen ManufaGory ; 


_ 4 _ or the Complaint: of the 
!  - Country, 
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A briefe Demonſtration of the gra benefic ariſing ro this Kingdome 
. and Srate through the freedomeof Trade for Cloth andother 
VVoollen ManufaQuures; And of tft [nconveniences that do neceflarily 
fallow upon the Reſtraint theref, endeavoured to be made by 
pe”  _ the Merchant-Adventurers. 


at Cloth andother Woollen ManufaQures are the mofſſubſtantiall and ſtaple Commadities that this Countrey affords 
*+for the maintenance of Trace. ; 
 eM * >That there are two maine things that conduce to mak”, Trade flouriſh, Plenty of Merchandize, and multitade of Mev- 
chant{, Now it can be proved, That in the yeare 1633, before ar tri Proclamation for reſtraint of Trade came our, there were 
nee 600 Traders in theſe Commodiries ? and in the yeare., g,, not above 180, And in Holand, before that Proclama» 
tion, hen they made moſt, they mide not above 2000 white Clyyeg yearlv, but ſince they have made ſome yeares above 20090 
Clothes white and mixt, and thev fel! alſo ro the making of Perp,tyanoes which they nevet did beforey ſo that Trade is endan- 
gered wholly to be Joſt, our Work-men going overs by bundredy, , ſer up their MirufaQures in other Qountreys, and divers Mer. 
chants bere forbearing to trade, becauſe ſo exceedingly diſcoura, . 4 104 gifturbd by the Merchant-Adventurers , by their unwar-. 
Tantable Oathes they uſe to impoſe, and the pover they have Wiopriſon the Subje&t without Baile or Miiae-prize, and to 
leavy moneyes from their Members, when.and as much as they caſe, which rhey convert to privz;e.ptofic, and td preſerve the 
ilFbeg>tten Parent, and other unlawfull bes: 'As, the of Anil 606, they made an Order tC F{offe a Bill in Parliamear, be- 
cauſe it would have toſſed their illegall defignes ; beſides the 'haie made many other unjuſt and naorderly Ocders : to in- 
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THE Ht 


PRESENT CASE 
Our Engliſh Wool, © 


And the MANUFACTURE of ir, 
Humbly offered to the Conſideration of the Pariiaucgxt, 


Hat our Fngliſh Wool,and the ManufaQure of it,for theſe many Ages paſt,hath not only been the 
Wealth and Zublick Stock of our Kingdom, bur the chief and principal Support and Maintenance 
of 'our Trade and Commerce with all our neighbouring Kingdoms and Stares, we need not kere 

make it any parc of this to prove , the preſent decay thercof,both in the low price of our Wool at home, 
and in the ſinking of our Engl:ſh Cloath-trade abroad, give us ſufficient experience of this truth, 

What Care and Induſtry hath bcen uled by our Kings and Parliaments in former Ages, to preſerve 
and encourage this Woollen ManufaSure of our own growth, and to engroſs it wholly within the 
bounds of our own Nation, for the emplcy 10/2 of our Poor, and for the furniſhing us with ſuch a Staple- 
Commodity which ſhould enable us by rhe rerurn thereof ro bear up a Trade with other parts of the 
world for their Commodities which we wanted , without exhauſting our Money , the ſeveral Ats and 
Statutes of Parliament made in the Reigns ot King Edward rhe Third, Richard the Second, Edward the 
Sixth, Queen Elizabeth, and King James, may tuificiently inform us: And no queſtion, had not the 
late unhappy and deſtruQive V Var ' the onely Cau'* of this and all other Miſeries the Nation at this day 
can complain of) broken out up«n us, there would doubtleſs have been the ſame (if not greater) care 
taken for the Preſervation of this Trade, in all our later Parliaments; and not have ſuffered it thus mi- 
. fſerably ro be abuſed borh in the Makiog and Selling of our Cloath. The engroſſing whereof into the 
hands of a few private perſons (called FaQors) ſer up in the late Rebellion at B/ackwell-ball, adds much 
to the bindring and decaying of this our Trade, by the want of that Freedom our Clothiers in all former 
times ever had to Diſpole and Sell their own Cloath themſelves. The Complaints of thoſe, with what 
may be the Canſes of the low price of our VVool, the which is more largely diſcours'd in ſome few 
ſheets, called A Treatiſe of Wool and Cattel, is humbly offered to the Judgment and Confideration of 
this preſent Parliament, the onely High Court betore whom this Caſe can come for Redreſs. 

There can be no greater or more prevailing Argument uſed to beg your Care of this great Buſineſs, 
than to minde you of the indufiry and diligence of your Predeceflors in all former Parliaments ever 
ſince the ManuizQure became our own, to prelerve it ro our (clves; and of what an unvaluable Con- 
cern they ever lookt upon it to be to the Intereſt and Trade of this Kingdom, that the endeavouring the 
Abuſe of it in ſome Caſes hath been made Felony. | 

But if to encourage your zeal herein, we ſhould offer to your Conſideration, how much your private, 
and every Members particular Concern is linkt even to this very Trade, and that the low price of our 
Wool (as at this day) makes your Rents come in ſo flow, and ſome perhaps not ar all, and brings all the 
Lands and Eſtates of the Kingdom concern'd therein, to a far leſs Value now than they were at when 
this Trade had an encouragement, and was in Reputation in the world. 

VVe cannot but hope we ſhall yet, by your great V Viſdom and Prudence, live to ſee the ſame reſtored 
to its ancient Credit and Eſteem again 3 and to have your chief and principal Care for its Increaſe and 
Advancement,as well by removing all Cauſes of its decay on the one hand,and by promoring the general 
Uſe and V Vearing of our own Cloath, and {pending of our VVool among our ſelves, on the other ; as 
by improving thoſe preſent opportunities we have at this day with our Neighbours (more than poſſibly | 
we may meet with at another time if this be omitted) to advance this V Voollen-trade, by procuring that 
part of the ManufaQture thereof now abroad, to return to its natural Soil, where tor thele many Ages 
' Paſtit hath onely flouriſh'd,and hath been the great buſineſs and employment for our People, the Staple- 
Commodity of our Nation, and the chief and principal Support of our Trade. Y 


The Reaſons of the Low price of our V Vool, and Decay of this Trade, will be humbly offered to that 
Committee your V Viſdoms ſhall appoint to examine it. 


A True REPRESENTATION 
of the ManuſaQure of Combing and Spinning of 


W ooll 
Humbly Offered to the Conſideration of the Britiſh Legiſlarors 


* 
- 


HAT the Woollen ManufaQture is ſuppoſed to Employ 
Halt the Workiog Hands in England, and that the Ma- 
fi] nufacture of Combing and Spinning of Wooll Emplcys 
v1 Two Thiros of thoſe People, 

Zi Thc improvement of ManufaQuring Weoll into Yarn, 
is more than the prime Colt, and in the greateſt Part of 
| " the Manufa@ure more than twice the prime Coſt, and in 
a great Part of the ManufaCture three, four, and five times the prime Coſt 
of the Wooll ; | h 

Which ManufaQture of Combing and Spinning will be in Danger of be- 
iog loſt, if a Clauſe be not pur in to the Callico Bill, ro prohibit the Im- 
porting of [n4z4 Corton Yarn ; 

Or that a Duty be laid upon Cotton-Yarn Imported, which will fo far 
advance the Price ot it as not tohiader the Conſumption'of Ezg/iþ Wooller- 
Yarn: | | 
For if a Clauſe be not put in to that Eftet, ſuch Quentities of India 
Cotton- Yarn may be Imported as will entirely deſtroy the ManutaQure of 
Fine Woollen-Yarn ; becauſe the [naians can Live cheaper, and conſequent- 
ly Work cheaper than our Poor : 

And will allo hiader the Conſumption of great Quantitys of Wooll, by 
which the Gentlemens Tenants, whoſe Lands are uicd in the Growth of 
Woall, will be neceſſitated to ſell their Wooll for a low Price. 

And the belt Manufatturers, in Combing and Spinning of Wooll, will 
be necefſicated to leave of Imploying the Poor, or to reduce their Wages, 
by which means the Pariſhes, where great Numbers of the Poor are Im- 
ployed in Combing and Spinning, will be very much burchened. 

Four Parts in Five of the Petitions fent ro the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons againſt Callicos, were from Perſons who employ the Poor in Combing 
and Spinning of Wooll, altho* they were not apprized at that Time of the 
great Inconvenience of the Importing of Izaia Corton-Yarn, which will 
be as deſtruQtive to their ManufaRures, as the Calliccs were, (occaſions 
this Repreſenration,) | 

And 15 a Parallcl to the Omiſſion of our laſt well deſign'd Law, which pro- 
hibiced the Wearing of foreign Printed Callicoes, and was evaded by Prin- 
ting them in Ezgland. And it may reaſonably be ſuppos'd, that the Im- 
porting of 12dia Cotton-Yarn will be as Prejudicial to che Manufatture of 
W ooll, as Printed Callicoes were. WEE 

The Perſons who do Solicit for Lozdon and Norwich, are generally of the 
Weaving Trade only; and the Importing of any Foreign Yarn will not 
be prejudicial to their Trade, but will particularly hinder the Conſump. 
tion of great Quantities of Wooll, and the Manufatture of Combing and 
Spinning. | Ee ens 

The Author of this Repreſentation hopes, that no Genileman will 
deem it to be in Oppoſition to their good Deſign of Pafling the 
Callico Bill; but that a Clauſe may be added to it, to promote the 
Conſumption of Wooll, and the ManufaQure of Combiog and Spin. 
ning, which employs two thirds of the working People as zforelaid. 


Al which is huaubly ſubmitted to the Britiſh Legi/lators, 


/ 
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— HE good Efie& of our former Addreſs, encourages us to apply our ſelves 
Saf to you a ſecond Time, in hopes not only to anſwer the Calumny and falle Re- 
ports raiſed againſt us by our Enemies, but to remove your Prejadices againtt 
| our Proceedings, and obtain your Favour for the Bill againſt the Callicoes. 
Re=:! As our Enemies have repreſented us to be Tumultuous and Dangerous Peo- 
{> þ pes occaſioned by the Rudeneſs of jomeof our Poor, who were made Deſperate 
y their Miſery, ſo now they would repreſent the Bill againſt the Callicoes, to 
be ſo Worded, as to contain a Liberty for us to Intult the Ladies in the 
Streets, fright and abuſe them, tearing the Callicoes off their Backs, and the like. 

Could ir be ſuppoſed, That ſo groſs a Thing was included, in the Bill, yet as that Bill 
has been paſs'd the Houſe of Commons, the Blame of ſuch a ſtrange Law, would lye en- 
tirely upon the Parliament, who muſt want Eyes to ſee, it they Pals'd ſuch a Thing z and not 
"upon Us, the ManufaQurers, who never ſo much asattempred to obtain ſuch a Power, nor 
ever deſir'd, much leſs deſign'd, to make uſe of it. 

But We humbly aſſure you, Ladies, and you may depend upon it, That by this ACT there 
1s no Power put into our Hands to offer the leaſt Diſturbance to any Perſon whatſoever ; and 
that tho'a Woman was to be ſeen in the Streets, cloth'd with, and wearing Printcd Callicoes, con- 
trary to this Law, we arc not allow'd by this Law ſo much as to Touch her, much leſs are weallow' 
to Stop or Diſturb her ; and leaft of al, Can we be then allow?d to fear her Cloths, pull them off, an 
the like, as has been Miliciouſly ſpread Abroad by our Enemies? On the contrary, if any 
Perſon'is ſeen wearing Printed Callicoes, &c.contrary to this ACT, ail thac can be done, by us is 
to Summor, them in Writing, to come before a Magiſtrate to give in the Name of the Perion 
where it was bought, and upon this the Perſon wearing, is immediately diſcharged a- - 

ain. | 
: Indeed if the Perſon refuſes to acquaint the Magiſtrate where ſhe bought the ſaid Callicoes, 

the is then made liable to the Penalty of Five Pounds : But then, Ladies, 'tis her own Choice, 
and ſhe cannot blame the Weavers and ManufaQurers, who could no way make the Prohibi- 
tion effeQual, if the Perſons wearing the Callicoes were neither obliged to take it on themlelves, 
or lay it on the other. | 

It-i1s the Perſon that Sells the Callicoes who is the firſt Tranſgreſſor of this Law, and it is 
there the Law dire&s the Penalty tolye: Nor can any Woman be hurt or jnjured for wearing 
them, if ſhe pleaſes but to lead back the Proſecution tothe Original ; which if ſhe reiuſes , what 
ever Trouble follows, is her own Choice, not ours. | 

So groſsly and ſo ſcandalouſly have the Poor ManufaRurers been abuſed, and in this falſe and 
wicked Manner, have continued Clamours been raiſed againſt this Bill ; a certain Sign there 
has been no juſt, no reaſonable, no ſignificant Obje&ion to make; for People never fly to a 
Refuge of Falſhood and Slander, where they can make their Defence by Realon and Truth. 

The ManufaRurers therefore are obliged to take this Method, toantwer the Clamours of their 
Enemies; and to move the Compaſſion of the Ladies to pitty the Mileries of an infinite Multitude 

- -of Poor labouring and induſtrious Families, who, it this Bill ſhould not Pals, are undone, and 
will be in danger of Starving for want of Bread. | 
It is moſt True, Ladies, and has been proved at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, That art 
'3nfinite Number of us are already reduced to great Miſery. It has been prov'd, That the Poor's 
Rates are doubled, and in ſome Places trebbled, by the Multitude of Poor Periſhing and Starying; 
Women and Children, being come to the Pariſhes, while their Husbands and Fathers, net able 
to bear the Cries. which they could not relieve, are fled into France, and other Foreign Countries, to 
ſeek their Bread, s 

It has been prov'd, That many Poor Manufa@urers being wholly deſtitute of Work, and Con- 
ſequently of Subſiſtence, have bcen found Dead in the Streets and Fields, where they have 
periſhed of mcer Want and Cold, and this as well in the Countries, as in the City, 

lt has been proy'd, That the Clamour raiſed about our taking great Numbers of Apprentices, 

and that this has unreaſonably encreaſed the Number of our Poor, has been Falſe ; and that 
all the Apprentices which have been taken for Ten Years Paſt, does not amount to above one 
Apprentice to leventeen Maſters in 4 Tear, one Year with another, and yet to renew the hike 
Complaint for the future, they haveput aClauſe into the prelent AGT, diretting, That no 
Mafter Weaver ſhall have above two Apprenticesrt a Time, 


= c bats 4 


It cannot but appear plainly, Lads, how our Enemies have endeavoured, by raiſing ſuch 
Reports as theſe, to bripg a Scandal upon us, and upon the Bill : You will now ſee how we 
have been wronged, and your 6elves impoſed upon, in order to Prejudice you againſt this Bill, 
hoping you will be Powerful Advocates with the M1 againſt us; but when you ſhall look Ilm- 
partially into our Caſe, we doubt not but Juſtice to your Country, and Compaſſion to the 
Miſcrable, will move your Hearts on our Sides, 


Pity, Ladies, your own Scx, we beſeech you ; There are not leſs than a Million of Poor unhappy 
Objects, Women and Children only, who in all the ſeveral Counties in England are employed in Spin- 
ning Yarn for the Woollen ManufaQurers ; Thouſands of thoſe have now no Work at all, and all 
of them have ſuffered an Abatement of Wages ; {ov that now a Poor Woman, perhaps a Mo- 
ther of many Chrildren, muſt Work very hard to gain Three Pence, and Three Pence Farthing 
per Day. The Milery of theſe Poor Creatures and their Families, is inexpreffible, and can no 


otherwiſe be relieved, but by this Bill; for nothing elſe can reſtore our ManutaRures, and find a 
full Employment to the Poor. 


All mhich is humbly Submitted to the Ladies, 


| by 
E © 
3:0 
Þ>2 
in 
3 
S 45 
I-S8 
F Fs 6 
Zap 
I - 
= & 
= 
©2, 


true State of the C ASE of the Dyers, Cloth-workers;'« « . occa- 

4s by the unlimited Exportation of White, ant Pwronght Clothes, 

Kearſies, Sear2es, Perpetuana's, Bayes, Sayes, and divers other 

Stuffs : Humbly offered to the Conſideration of the Lords and Commons 
[9 Calne = 


” He miſerable decay of the Staple Manufactures of this Kingdom in the improvement of our own 
4 Wool, is, and hath been the complaint, not onely of the (utfering Traders therein, but like- 
wiſe of the whole Nation, who are ſenſible of the loſs all men in general ſuffer by the increaſe 
of the faid Manufatures in Forreign parts: To the diſcouragement and driving away of great 
numbers of the Artiſts, heretofore finding Emplo'ment there. | 
The daily Exportation of great quantities of Wool from F»;/ind and Ireland, by evil-minded perſons (not- 
withſtanding all the Laws hitherto made againſt it ) is notoriouſly known to al) perſons; ſo that ita ſpeedy and 
more effe&ual way be not found for prevention of the lame, the whole Woollen ManufaCture will infallibly 
follow the ſaid Wool to Forreign parts; which threatens no leſs, then the total impoveriſhing the people of 
this Kingdom. : : 
|" Next to the inconveniency that comes to the Kingdom by having the Wool it felf Exported, is that 
of paving the Manufaftures made thereof, Exported before they are fully improved by Working, Shearing, 
C 


Lb 
9 


*.. the Statutes of 27 Hen. 7. cap. 13. 33 Hen. 8. cap. 19. & 8 Fliz. cap. 6. care was taken to prevent the 
-* ;d inconveniencies. But by reaſon that divers Clothes and Stuffs are of later Jnvention then the ſaid 
j- atutes, doubts do ariſe, whether the prevention of the Exportation of ſuch can be intended by the 

a.me. | . 

| That hereupon ſeveral Dutch FaQtors by Forreign Stocks, do place themſelyes where the greateſt Woollen 
Manufactures are; and do buy and ihip off great Quantities of New and Old Draperies, unwrought and 
white, to the deſtruction of the Manufacturers aforeſaid, and the great loſs of the Nation. 

As divers of them who reſide at JT eeds, and other parts of Tork:ſbire do practice, particularly one Ate, 

2 Dutch-man, living in Halifax, who alone ſends off from Full and Newcaitle weekly, between 3o and 40 Load 
of white Kearſies, ec. all rough and undreſt: By which practices the Nation loſes ſome hundred Thouſand 
Pounds per a»7mum, that would have been the increaſe in value upon the full improvement of theſe and the like 
Manufactures, befides the hindering of the Conſumption of much of our own Woad, Indigo, Loggwood, 
and other Dying Materials, | | 

The D#th carrying our Clothes and Stuffs, White and unwrought : Do in Hollard by divers fraudulent 


wayes and means, diſcredit the ſame in the Sale thereof in Foregs Parts; laying the blame on the Ergli/h Via- 
vytacturer, tor talle making that Cloth; which oftentimes they have forced by Tainters, from the Length of 


26 to 32 and 34 Yards, to the diſgrace of our own thorow-wrought Commodines in Ferreign Markets. 
Whereas ſome Evii-minded people, ſeeking their own Private Advantages, though tothe undoing the Nati- 
On , do objet: That tte Dymg and Working of Ezgliſh Cloth, 1s more exactly done in Forreign Parts, then 
by the Manufacturers here: Urging for proof the great quantities of Dutch Blacks Imported (though under the 
\ Penalty of Seizure) which are conſumed in this Kingdom. | 
To which is Anſwered : That it is well known that divers Cloth-workers and Dyers are daily tempted out of 


the Kingdom to Forreign Parts, by the great Wages they are ſure to have there.; Which is a proof they are- 


eſteemed no wayes Interior in their ſeveral Arts to others, but rather the contrary: And it may be made ap- 
pear, that the Blacks of gland are True: coloured, and better Woaded, and \Waſht and Manufactured, then 
Holland Blacks are; and the Work done as Cheap, or Chcaper here then there: But by. means of their frau- 
dulent Taintring, and Stretching our Clothes to ſuch a great Length as aforeſaid, they areable to ſend us them 
again Dyed , at the Price per Yard they were bought White : Which for Cheapneſs and Thinneſs, are bought 
by the Retailers, and ſold to Ladies and other Perſons of Quality, as choice Fine Clothes for Mourning ; be- 
ing indeed much inferior in Goodneſs to our own true-wrougkt Frgliſh Cloth YZ which by reaſon of Laws and 


| Rulcs for nn the ſaid Manufactures, are not ſuffer'd to be ſo abuſed : By theſe wayes and means, they - 


ave not only forced our own Manufacturers upon the like Fraud in ſome meaſure to prevent Starving : But like- 
wiſe have done great miſchicf to our Trade in Turky, which they have boaſted they would, and have much 
endeaouvred to deſtroy. 

All the Premiſſes, can by undoubted proofs be made appear to the High Court of Parliament, as they have 
been alrcady before His Majeſty and Privy Counceh, to whom the Miſeries ariſing thereby have been ſet forth 
by Petitions from moſt of the Manufacturing Countyes of Frgland, under the hands of ſome thouſands of the 
Traders herein mentioned : Atteſted by divers Members of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, and divers 0- 
ther | Juſtices of the the Peace. 


Th Pamod»: of theſe Miſcries cannot be efieual, but by an Act of Parliament, which they humbly con- 
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The Stuff Weaver's C'ADS-E  agarns Printins 
Callicoes Examined. 3+ 
'E is falſly ſuggeſted by the Weavers, that Three hmndred then 3::4 


Pcces of Callicoes of Twenty Yards long are yearly printed in Fnidand, 
1. the greateſt number of Pieces printed in one Year here, have not 
exceeded One hundred thouſand Pieces. 

2, Not one Piece in a Hundreer| of Callicoes printed, holds Twenty Yards, 
moſt of them being Sixteen or Eizhteen, aud ſome but Six, Ergnt and Twelve 
Yarcs long. 

One third part of theſe are Exported to Ace, and other hot Countrice, 
not in prejudice, but in Joynt Cargoes with Engliſh $::i#!s, and for tuch 
Uſes as Stuffs will not ſerve. | 

One other third part conſumed in Ezzland in Quilts for Feds, which are 
ſtuft with Wool, and in Childrens Frocks, Handkerciicts and Aprons, in 
which the Woollen cannot be made uſeful. : 

The remaining third part of the printed Callicoes, it Pronibitcd, would not 
occaſioni the Expence of One hundred; Loids ot \voo! in the whole 
Kingdom; and the poor Printers ſurely deſerve as ud Encourayement for 
their far fetch'd Art, as the Weavers. 

So that the Prohibition will do but little good towards the E,xpence or Con- 
ſumption of Wool, and only ruin the Printers to en:ch the Weavers of thin 
Stufis, in which ſo little Wool is uſed. | 

Beſides the Weavers work up many of their Lyht Stufls with Silk, Foreign 
Yarn, Foreign Thread, Turkiſh Mohair, Cotton, and other Commodities 
Imported from abroad. 

And alſo, there are ſeveral ManufaQures ſet up in ard ſince the late 
Prohibition of Indian Silks, of Cotton and Thread, in imitation of ſeveral ſorts 
of Strip'd and. Chequer'd Indian Stuffs which are Prohibited, and alſo in imi- 
tation of Callicoes, which are printed there, and will better ſerve inſtead of 
Callicoes than Engliſh Stuffs, whereof above Fourteen thouſand Pieces were 
Imported laſt Year, as appears by the Cuſtom-houſe Books, and five times more 
may he expe&ed this, and every Year, it printec| Callicoes be Prohibited. 

'Tis wonderful how it can be ſaid, That Printing of Callicoces can be De- 
ſftrntive to the Weoollen Manuſatures cf this Kingdom. When ſuch thin Stuffs are not 
made in above three Towns of Note in England,and cannot any way be pretend- 
ed to be uſed inſtead of Callicoes, . nor be made of like uſes, but with frequent 
waſhing, will ſhrink a ſixth part in length and breadth, and not hold their 
printed Colours. | : 

Printed Callicoes have been uſed in Frgland, &c. ever ſince our Trade to 
the E-/t Indies, So that *tis a falſe Pretence, that the bringing this Art over 
has undone the Weavers, And the Callico Printers have long in vain attempted 
to print the like on ſuch thin woollen Stufls as might ſerve inſtead of Callicces 
And all ſuch uſeful Arts have by the Laws of this Land hitherto met 
with better Encourazement, than this now brought to the Perfeion of 1nd, 
to be thus deſtroy'd and the Inventors ruin'd 


The Weavers Miſcalculation. 


12520 Packs of Wool.at 24cl.weight each, Therefore dedud 2 thirds, Packs. 
equivalent to 2000co Pieces of Callico, which | of the 12500 Packs, there be- "RO 
really is vor 1Gccco Pieces, and they calcu- | ing ſcarce 100000 Pieces of 333+ 
late at 104. weight for each Engliſh Stuff, | Callicoes inſtead of 300000 - 


which one with another, fit to be worn in- Dedutt 5 part more of the 
fread of Callico, does not weigh 5 1: remaining 1 third,for that the 
| Pieces are not 15 Yards lon TO4t, 
one with another - - - - - = __ 
efts if all were Wool, and , 9375 
Cuſtom- Houſe Account. che Bibooe held, 10 } weight- & 3125 


But theſe thin Stuffs.to be y 


100000 Pieces of Callicoe,yY 1 s.d. | as Callicoes, weizh not a- 


of 15 Yards long one with a- 


bove 5l.weight,cach 40 Yards , 
nother, valued at the Cuſtom- $ 22790 12 6 5H WCLBNUCACH 40 Yards, any 
Houſe at I5s.per Bag bang 21; PF ” py MIPYLry Dave over cal- 1562. ,, 
.& TIO DI s " 2 41 +, Andabove 1 third pitet of the 
'E OE except 2 & an half " reſidue ought to be dedufted for 
pF, pee P C 7500 whatSreiga Materials are ulcd 
OA... ea, 6 in tvehlight Stuffs, and what Ca!- J 


Refts to Her Majeſty. 15299 12 $' | licoes will ftill be printed for hot 
M | By Countreys. . 
W hiehMwill..he yoRt-ro*the Nation if the So the moſt of Engliſh 
Bill paſſes, Wool is not above .- - ye = Troop Packs 
| ' W hich at 6 4. perl. 1s worth but 60501. it 
it could be made of equal uſe with Callicoe. 


A 


_ But it may-be feared the Dutch MinutaQure will ſu ply this, and the Pro- 
hibition do good to none but them; for the Engliſh Srufts Will not ſarve as 
ſteadof the Callicoes <> pplper to the hot Countreys, nor for many Uſes in 

or printed Stufls will not waſh, hold their Lengths, 


England : for the ftaine 
Breadths or Colours: 
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of ſeveral Thouſand Poor of the Wooll Manufacture, rumed 

by the Printing, Staining and Dying of Linnens in England, 

and other Parts of his Majeſty's Domimons ( and that cl1efly 

by French-men ) for Outſide Garments, being bighly Injurious 

to the Labour of the Poor, and Deſtruttrve to the Wooll 
Manufacture of England. 

Humbly Addreſſed to the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


I. "Hart the Printing, Staining, or Dying of L:'nnens 
Jl does alter the Natural uſe thereof, ard the vv 
Intention for which they are profitably broug!:: 
into Eng/and, which is for inſide wear only, and ought rot 
by their Gawdy Show and Cheapneſs ro be Converted into 
Outſide Garments ; eſpecially in a Country whoſe Chief 
Trade, Support and Imployment of their Poor, is from 
their Manufactured Wolf, and whoſe Climate requires no 
ſuch thin Wear. | | 

IT. Theſe Printed Linnens are chiefly made uſe of by 
Women and Children, which are ſuppoſed ro be Two 
Thirds of the People of Eng/and; and a very great part 
of them wear more or leſs of thoſe Frinted Linnens, 
And of late there has been Introduced for Mens wear- 
ing, ſome Dyed and Stained Dimities and Fuſtians of a 
New Invention for outward Garments to the great prejudice 
of the Wooll Manufafture. 

III. The French long ſince perceiving the pernicious 
Conſequence of permitting Dyed or Printed Linnens to 
be worn in any of their Dominicns, did 1n the Year 1687. 
by an Edict (ſtrictly forbid, not only the wearing of any 
Eaſt-India Silks, and Printed Callicoes ; but alſo forbid the 
Printing or Staining of Linnens in any of their Dominions, 
under feyere Penalties , wiſely foreſceing thit Tolerating 
ſuch Practice would ruine their Own Manufafizres, more 
eſpecially that of Wool, which they have with fo great 
Expence and Induſtry Improved, by omitting nothing that 
may conduce to it, IV.T hat 
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IV. That ſince this Prohibition from Printing any Lin- 
nens in France, there are come over Multitudes of French 
who haye fer up that pernicious Trade here, and 
have diſperſe4 themſelves, not only into all Parts of this 
Town , but all England and Ireland over, and our Fo- 
reign Plantations alſo ; Printing all forts of Linnens new 
and old very Cheap, which making a Gawdy ſhow, pleaſes 
Women and Children, who for a Penny a Yard can make 
any Linnens ſerve for their outſide Garments, to the un- 
fpeakable Damage of the Wooll Manufafture : There being 
many of thoſe French Printers, that with the aſſiſtance of 
one Poy, can Print 150 and 200 Yards of Linnen Cloth 
in one Day, which does ſerve to make more outſide Gar- 
ments for Women and Children, and *or divers other pur- 
poſes, than a Hundred Weavers of the Wooll Manufatture 
can make in' the ſame time from che Yarn ready Spun to 
their Hands, - And nothing can feem more unreaſonable to 
Engliſp Men, than the permitting theſe Renegado French, 
who dare not practice this miſchievous Trade 1n their own 
Country, and feem to be ſent here orily to rune ſo many 
Thouſands of our Woll Manufatiure, which they have al- 
ready done, and whoſe preſent Wants and Neceſlities Joud- 
ly Cry for Relief : Nor can it be controverted with any Face 
of Reaſon or Juſtice, but the Eng/tſh have now as good Cauſe 
to put a period to this growing Evil as ever Fraxce had, 


V. The Wiſdom of former Parliaments have had ſo great 
regard to the labour of Poor Men, that they would ſuffer 
but one Saw- Mill to be built in Eng/ard ; becauſe they ſhould 
not take from the labour of the Poor : How much more 
then ought theſe Printers of Linnens to be ſuppreft, when 
one Man and a Boy can do a greater Miſchiet in that reſpect 
to the Poor of Erg/and than a Hundred ſuch Mills would 
do? For where one has Occaſion for Timber from thoſe 
Mills, there are a Thouſand that uſe Printed Linnens, and 
according to the Eſtimate before given, one Man and a Bo 
can Print in a Year, abating Sundays, Sixty Two Thouſand 
Six Hundred Yards of Linnen Cloth, and allowing that one 
Weaver with another on the ſeveral ſorts of Wool! Manufa- 
Gure can Weave Four Yards per Diem: This one Man and 
Boy ſhall not only do as much for outward Garments in a 
Year, as a Hundred Weavers of the IVoel! Manufafture can 
do in the ſame time z bur will conſequently prevent the Con- 
ſumption of ſo much of the IFozl! Manufafture, and injure 


three 


(3) 
three times the number of Wool Combers, Spinners, and other 
Dependants on the Woll Manufafure, beſides Weavers ; ſo 
that if one Man and a Boy can do fo great Miſchief to the 
Iooll Manufafture, what may be thought of the great Num- 
bers that are diſperlt all over Zng/azd, lre/and, and our Foreign 
Plancations. 

VI. That a Toleration to Print Linnens here, and per- 
mit rhem to be worn, will in a great part Eyade and Null 
the Intencion of that ACt of Parliament, that prohibits the 
Selling any more Silks or printed Callicoes of Jnd:a afrer Mi- 
cha:lmas 1701. Entituled an ACt for the more effteCtual em- 
ploying the poor; by encouraging the Manufactures of this 
Kingdom. - For the difterence will only be this, that in- 

tead of Printing Callicocs in 6d!a for our Wear, they will 

for the future have them Printed at home, whici is equal- 
ly injurious to the Woolt Trade of England ; and it feerns ne- 
ceſlary if that ACt ſhould anſwer irs 1atention for the good 
of the Wooll Manufatture, and not to be evaded ; that there 
be a lunited time prefixr, after which none might wear any 
Eaft-India Silks, and Printed Linnens z or *tis to be feared 
they will always be worn notwithſtanding any thing in that 
ACt to the contrary, eſpecially our Home Printed Linnens 
which that Act provides not againſt. 

VII. That tis preſumed for one piece of Printed Callico 
from India that have been ſold here for ſeveral Years paſt, 
there have been Ten pieces Sold of Linnens printed here, 
and for this reaſon, becauſe the Ind:a Printed Callicoes bear- 
ing a Price, none but the better ſort of People could pur- 
chaſe them 3 whereas the other being very Cheap was, and 
{till is che general Wear of the middle People, their Chil- 
dren and Servants, to the very great decay of the Wozll Ma- 
nufafture, And it may be thought by a moderate Eſtimare, 
chat if no Printed Linnens were worn in any of his Maje- 
{ties Dominions, that it would Encreaſe the Conſumption 
of Manufaftured Wooll to nigh a Million per Aur. to the great 
advantage. of Landed Men, and the real Improvement of 
Trade, by Imploying many Thouſands of our Poor that 
are now under very great Hardſhips and Neceſſities for want 
of Work. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted, &c: 


THE 


CASE 


Of many Thouſand Poor 
Workers in the Wool 
ManufaFure. | 


The CASE of the Britiſh Woollen Manrfaturies Humbly 
offered to the Conſuderation of the Members of the Honour- 
able the Houſe of Commons in Parliament. aL 


FA E LF-Preſervation, as a natural Duty, 1s not incon- 
> iiftent with the ſtrictelt Amity with others. 


THE Poor of this Nation are nnmerous, and muſt 
; be employ'd, or maintain'd. One Shilling earn'd, in- 
ſtead of one g1ven, 1s two or more Ditfterence, No Manu- 
factury {o enriching as the Woollen, having {o many Trades 
and Tradeſmen dependanr, and thereby its Exports and Re- 
turns imported, employ more Shipping, or {uch great Num- 
bers of Hands, tho' tew fully employ'd, and great Numbers 
no Employ, and on the Pariſh Charge, No Nation beſides 
Great-Britain and Ireland, have Wooll to make the {everal 
Aſlortments of Goods fit for Foreign Trade; and were We {o 
happy to keep our Wooll, till manufactured, at Home, We 
ſhould have the Markets of the known World to ourſelves, and 
our own Price. Exporting our Brzt:zſh and Ir:jhþ Wooll, unma- 
nufactured, is of the greateſt Loſs to his Majelty and Nation, 
more than of any Five Branches in Commerce or Trade which 
we can export, as in our Scheme let forth, and Humbly of- 
fered this Seſlions of Parliament to the Honourable the Houſe 
of Commons of Great-Britam: As for Inftance, At the 
Time a Prohibition was 1ſet on French Goods, when the Sick- 
neſs raged in France, Great-Britain's and Ireland's Wooll was 
left on Hand to be manufactured at Home, our Poor were 
employed, Pariſh Taxes lower'd, Woolls roſe from 8 1. to 
31 [. 10 s. per Pack, :and 120. a Pack Merchantable Fleece 
Wooll. We would ask any one who will look back, and ex- 
amine the Truth of this Afﬀertion, and ſee whether ever 
Wooll bore Current {uch a Price till then, ſince about 1699, 
that the French began to ſteal our Wooll and Trade from us ; 
and were We ſo happy as to ftop Exporting our Wooll till 
mannfactured at Home, in Three Years Time, when thoſe 
Stocks were out which the French have glutted Foreign Mar- 
kets withal, Trade would by that Time return and revive ; 
for they can't, without our Wooll, make Affortments for Fo- 
reign Markets, but by having our Wooll. One Pack of ours 
works up two of theirs, which otherwiſe would be of no 
better Ule than to make ordinary Cloth, Serge, or a Bay ; {o 
that every Pack they have from us, hinders us from felling 
three throughly manufactured, beſides employing our Poor 
to manufacture it and the Returns. 


N.B, Preſerving is much eaſter than Re-calling a loſt Trade, 


| 1 /{ >: 


The Deplorable 


CG AS E- 


Of the Chief and other Agents or Officers that have been depu= 
ted and concerned in the Preventing tbe Carrying away 
and the Exportation of the Wool of thu Kingdom, &Cc. 


Shewingz 
H AT the Commiſſioners authorized by the Ac of Parliament made in the 
firſt Year of the Reign of his now Majeſty and late Conſort Queen Mary, 
Intitled, An A for the better Preventing the Exportation of Wool, and Et- 
| couragement of the Woollen Manufaftures of this Kingdom, were diſcouraged 
_ th putting that A and other Laws in Execution againſt Offenders, meerly for the 
want of a Fund for the Paying and Maintaining of Officers ; yet nevertheleſs upon the 
preſſing Solicitations of the Clothiers and Traders in the North parts of this Kingdom, 
and upon Information, that ſeveral Thouſand Packs of Wool had been yearly conveyed 
from thence into Scotland, and there ſhipt off with the Woo! of their own growth to 
France, to the great Diſcouragement of our Merchants, to the Decay of our Exgli/h 
Manufictories, and to the Empoveriſhment of our Mariufactors, of whom ſome 
Thouſands, for want of Employment, were ready to ſtarve: They the faid Commiſ- 
fioners in the Year 1698 ſent into the North ſuch a Number of Officers as they 
thought neceſſary, to ſuppreſs and prevent the further conveying away or Exporta- 
tion of Wool from thence; which ſaid Officers, with the Hazard of their Lives, made 
many Seizures of Wool, to __—_ Comfort and Rejoicing of many well meaning 
Ts, And the faid Commiſſioners finding their Deſigns to have met with ſuch 
Succeſs in the North, did ſoon after ſend Officers into all the Maritine Counties of 
England, where they likewiſe made many conſiderable Seizures of Woo!, ſome of 
which Seizures were, in Violation and Contempt of the Laws, reſcued from the 
faid Officers, and they themſelves hurried into Priſons, until the Tranſporters had con- 
veyed ſuch Seizures on Board of Ships and other Veſſels, and had run off from thence 
yu Quantities of Brandy, Wine, Silks, and other Goods, which they received in 
| change thereof. And 
That many of the ſaid Officers, in ſo good and publick a Cauſe, hoping to have had 
Sallaries ſettled on them, and in Expectation of their being reimbursd what they 
ſhould neceſſarily disburſe, did expend the moſt Part, and others the ultimare of their 
own Subſtance, for the which they have not hitherto received any Allowance, Re- 
ward, or Recompence, and by means whereof they have not only been rendred unable 
to Proſecute the many Informations which they have actually commenced in the 
Exchequer againſt Olbmers but are now become abſolutely uncapable of further 
ating withour a preſent Supply of Money ; ſo that the chiefeſt Part of our Wooler: 
Manufafory is iri danger of being loſt at Home, and eſtabliſhed amongſt Foreigners, 
for the Intereſt and Advantage of our Enemies, which will certainly be an uncount- 
able Loſs ro his Majeſty, arid to our Kingdom in particular, and to our Trading 
and Working People in general, who in a ſhort time may become a Burthen too 
unſupportable for the Rich to bear ; which may be demonſtrated from a brief Survey 
printed and preſented to the laſt Parliament, whereby was computed, That by the 
Exportation of Thirty Thouſand Packs of Woel, which were aCtually Landed at three 
Ports in Fraxce in one Year, his Majeſty loſt Seventy Five Thouſand Pounds Cuſtom 
and by which Thirty Thouſand Packs, if the fame had been uſed in our own Manu- 
factory, One Million Eight Hundred Eighry Nine Thouſand Nine Hundred and 
Forty People might, in rhe working thereof, have been well employed for the 
{ame Year. 
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The Caſe of the Weavers, 


Who are Petioners, to be relieved againſt a Clauſe in the £Z 


CUALE ACT. 


HAT Peter du Cloux, pretending himſelf to be the Firſt Maker of Alamodes and 24. Ne- 
Luſtrings in England, did, with Clowdefly and Sheryard, procure a Patent for 2<mber. 
the ſole making thereof, as a new Invention. 1688. 
The Patentees made no uſe of the Grant by the ſpace of Three Years, until they 1691. 
ſold the ſame to certain Merchants-Traders with France, and ſome Mercers who got 
themſelves Incorporated in the Year 1691. by the Name of the Royal Laſtring Company. 
In the Year 1694. (A Clauſe being incerted in the Act of Tonnage and Poundage, 164. 
to hinder the Importation of French Goods, for encouraging our Englh Manufacturys ) 
the Luſtring Company, under the Umbrage of that Clauſe, cauſed ſeveral Quantities of 
Alamodes and Laſtrmgs, made by others, to be Seized; which appearing to bemade in 
Engiand, were reſtored to the Owners, who ſold the ſame without Interruption. 


In the Year 1695. the Luſtring Company did write a Letter to the Company of Wea- 
vers, which the Weavers Company anſwered as followeth. 


GENTLEMEN, Weavers Hall, Decemb. 5th. 1695 


HE Company of Weavers would have anſwered your Letter ſooner, had not the ex- 
T traordinary Buſineſs that attends all Companys, but eſpecially this, at that ſeaſon of 
the Year, prevented them. 

Therefore, im Anſwer to yours, you may be pleaſed to underſtand, That the Company of 
Weavers do wiſh the Royal Luftring Company, all the good Sncceſs imaginable, in the 
making of Alamodes and Luſtrings, fo far as the making thereof doth not interfere with, oy 
abridge their Members of their Antient Rights and Priededeer, which this Company al- 
ways had, and now have a tender Reſpe#t unto, and are, as much as in them lies, obliged to 
maintain and defend them in. 

As it is not obvious that the many Advantages you daily boaſt of to have procured to this 
Nation, are true, ſo on the other hand, ſome pretend they can prove your chiefeſt Advantage 
1s by ſelling of ordinary Goods at a great price, which, if ſo, 1s too apparently a Prejudice to 
the Publick,, as well as a Diſgrace to the Manufatture, and that all the People employed by 
you they would employ ( if not obſtrutted ) with greater Advantage to the Nation, and to the 

icular Perſons they would ſo employ. 

And altho the Company heretofore - 19>" that the beſt way of carrying on that Ma- 
nufatlure, was by a joynt Stock; and therefore, ſuch of them as then atted, might give their 
own Conſents thereto, aud wiſh you good Succeſs therein : Vet they never intended,by any Conſent 
of theirs, to abridge any of their Members from making the ſame on their own Acoounts ( and 
eſpecially ſuch as could prove ( as many pretend to do ) an anticedent Right ( and that they 
had attained to the full Knowledge in the Art both of making and Luſtring the ſame, many 
Tears before the paſſing of your Patent ) which 1s evident from the Clauſe the Company cauſed 
to be Incertea mn your on : And you well know, that they declared, at the paſſing thereof, 
they conld not give away the Rights of their Members. 

'Tis preſumed you well remember you formerly _— the Company, That you had Ar- 
reſted ſome of their Members, for niaking Alamodes and Luſtrings contrary ( as you pre- 
tended ) to your Patent, upon which 'twas expetted that a fair Tryal would have enſued, 
touching the Validity thereof, and thereby have put a Period to the Differences between your 
ſelves aud their Members; but your declining the ſame, have you their Members good 
Grounds to conclude your Patent was not obtained on ſuch true and valid Reaſons as were able 
to abide the Deciſion of a Gourt of Fudicature, and there, for ſupport thereof, you were in- 
daced ( with the like Allegations you formerly uſed ) to apply yourſelves in that private man- 
ner to the lajk Paritament, for an AF to debar therr Members, from ſelling that, which you 
know neither your Patent nor Charter can hinder them from making. | 

The Company are as willing as you that all Differences and Msſunderſtandings ſhould be 
laid aſide, and that the Manufa&ture may be encouraged and increaſed, but do not think it 
proper to lay their Hands to the Plow by being intereſted in your Companys Stock at any Vs 
lue : But as to their perticular Members, they may att therein as they think fit. 


GENTLEMEN, | Es 
The Company caunot let this Oppertunity ſlip, without putmg you 1m mind how contrary 


you a4 againh your Charter, not only by preventing our Members from making "rm 
an 
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and Luſtrings, but alſo, by your hitherto employing chiefly ſuch as are not Members of their 
Company. And ſince by your late Advertiſement m the Gazett you would ſeem to reform in 
the latter; yet they conld heartily wiſh ( for your own Credits ) you had performed what there- 
by you declared you would do, and not have ytven ( as they too much fear you have done ) not 
only ſuch cauſe of Complaint, 1m this perticular, as us datly made againſt you, but alſo much 
Snſp:tion that you never intended any more thereby, other than to give an Umbrage to ſome 
unreaſonable Application for your orn Advantages, tho to the prejudice of the Publick. 

If therefore you would ſzncerely manifeſt yourſelves to be for the real Benefit and Advantage 
of the Natjon,and deſire that all Differences between the Members of the Company and your- 
ſelves may amicably be Gompoſed: 'tis the Opinion of this Company, you can make no better 
Demonstration thereof than by purſutng the true intention of your Charter, in permiting the 
Members of this Company quietly to make and diſpoſe of this Manufacture without any in- 
terruption;, and by taking ſuch effettual Gare that you employ none, for the time to come, but 
fuch only as are Members of this Company. By which you will obtain the good Will of the 
whole Nation,. and among them, perticularly of Gentlemen, your moſt humble Servants. 

Caſe Shewell, Clerk to the Worſhipful Company of Weavers, Lond. 


The Weavers had reaſon to write as afortſaid, for that Silks for Hoods and Scarves 
were madetime out of mind in England,which are of the ſame make and ſort of Alamodes 
and Luſtringsas now paſs by that Name : And ſeveral Weavers made ſuchto a great De- 
gree of Perfection, before Letters Patents for the ſole making thereof, as a new Inven- 
tion, were procured : And by Magna Charta, no Freeman 1s to be deveſted of his 
Freehold, by any ptetending a Right thereto, without legal Tryal and Condemnati- 
on, andevery Branch of a Mans Trade is his Freehold, and none by force of the Sa- 
tute of Monopolys 21 Facob. I. Cap. 23. can pretend a Right to the ſole making or ſel- 
ling of any thing that any other could make or do before the Pretender to it. And 
the Petitioners being able to prove that ſeveral Weavers made Alamodes and Lnſtrings 
in England long before, and at the time of the Patent, were and are ſtill ready to try 
the Validity thereof : And further, the Petitioners can prove, That the Patentees, as 
well as the Peritioners, gave over making ſuch Goods in England, by reaſon the Markets 
here were over ſtocked, until Trade with France was prohibited. And after a Pro- 
hibition, the Petitioners did fall to work briskly, and not any have diſcontinued but 
out of Fear to be ruined by the Luſtring Company; who making uſe of a Clauſe incerted 
in.the Coale A#, tor hindring the Importation of French Goods, would hinder above 
Ten Thouſand free Maſter Weavers to make Alamodes and Luſtrings, and conſequent- 
ly would hinder above a Hundred Thouſand Perſons to Work ; for the Maſter Wea- 
vers, their Journey Men, Servants, Apprentices, and others they imploy and depend 
on them, are ſo many at leaſt in number. | 

If all Weavers in England be at Liberty to Work, they and the Luſtring Companys 
Journeymen Weavers, will ſupply England with Alamodes and Luftrings, and deſtroy 
the Trade of Lyons ; which the Luſtring Company alone cannot do, for none of the 
Luſtring Company are Weavers; but Captain Le Keux, and Mr. Fohn Blondell, and 
the Petitioners, are not for hindring the Lyſtring Company to Trade. 

Therefore th2 Petioners hope the Luſtring Company thall in no wiſe be ſuffered to 
hinder them to work and buy Silks where they can have the ſame beſt and cheapeſt : 
Well knowing London affords Merchants enough that Trades to Italy, who will ſupply 
the Enzli(h Weavers plentifully. | 

As for Smugling, that's Merchants and Traders Buſineſs, and not the Buſineſs of 
Workers aad Makers of Goods in England ; therefore all Weavers, not in Confede- 
racy with the Lyſtring Company, propoſe and have invented a Mark to be woven in 
the Piece, to becut off ſo indented, while the Piece is in the Loom, and before it be 
cut off from the Warp, that it cannot be counterfeited by any Smwugler; as will be 
demonſtrated to this Honourable Houſe. 

And by reaſon the Luſtring Company repreſented the Petitioners to be headed by, 
or with French Faction: And that the Majority of Weavers was for the Laſtring Compa- 
ny, the Petitioners delired a Common Hall to be called, to try whether it was ſo or 
not, and One Hundred and Fifty Engliſh Weavers appeared for the Petitioners,againſt 
only Five for the Lr//ring Company, which plainly ſhewed that the Ly/tring Compa- 
ny and their Journeymen Weavers, who are but few in Number, would oppreſs ma- 


ny Maſter Weavers, their Journeymen, Servants, and Apprentices, &c. Whole 
Number is very great. 


Therefore Yoar Petitioners hope to be Relieved by this Honourable Houſe @- 
gainst the Clauſe in the Coale Att, &&c. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


Fn Humbly Offered upon a Bill now depending about 45. 
| p 7M 12 4 o F * OE Wong? 
Tranſpoztation of UUooll, 77 


Hereas there is a Bill depending, the Preamble whereof ſeems to be againſt Tranſportation of Wooll,. 
the Scope and Conſequence of it (as is humbly conceived) will tend rather to encourage it: For whereas. 
it is ſuggeſted in the {aid Bill, that the AQt made in the 14th. Year of His Majeſties Reign, maki 

Tranſporting of Wooll Felony, is ineftQual for the preventing thereof, and therefore prays the Repeal- 
ing the Felony of that AR, without :onfirming the reſt of that ACt ; as if making Tranſportation: 
to be Felony did encourage Tranſporting z that Suggeſtion with all ſubmiſſion is conceived to be agreat 
miſtake : For though it muſt be granted (whatever Laws have been or ſhall be made in this caſe) that ſome Perſons for their 
own Lucre (though it be never ſo much to the Damage of th: great ManufaQure of this Kingdom, and notwithſtanding all the 
Care imaginable) will adventure to tranſport Wooll. Yet for ſome Years after that A& of the 14 Car.2. was in force, there 
was a great ſtop put tothe ſaid Tranſportation, untill Wooll { increaſed in re/axd beyond its Conſumption there and here, 
that Great Quantities were aQually tranſported from thencez but till that Glut the AQ of the 12th. Year of His Majeſties 
Reign (by which the Forfeiture was Three Shillings for every Pound of Wooll, beſides the Wooll forfeited) conjoyned with the 


AQt inthe 14th. Year of His Majeſties Reign, was found efteual to prohibit Tranſporting Wooll, for the Proſecutor had liber- 


ty to | poo0ger Þ upon which AQ he ale as to the Forfeiture z and therefore there was not one Perſon in twenty proſecuted 


or felony of what was proſecuted on the Forfeiture of Three Shillings ws Pound, that of Felony ſerving onely to make 
Offenders afraid, but thoſe AQts of the 12th. and xgth. were in this found deteQive, that they did not ſufficiently provide;kow 
to make good Proof of an Intention to Tranſport when Woeoll was brought near the Sea-ſide : So that both Ats 


ther, as the. 
Forfeiture now ſtands (laving the defeCts aforeſaid, and want of putting the Laws in execution) are far better as ring 


they are:thu/, 
with this new intended Alteration; as is found in Ten Years Experience, by thoſe who have made, it their whole buſineſs to ath 


tend this Aﬀair, if thoſe Perſons principally concerned in point of Intereſt may be ſuppoſed capable- of Judging 3 or thoſe who. 
ſpond r beyond the Seas, 


have made it their buſineſs not onely to ialpett it, but. t conſtant Corre ency abottt this 
and who for ſome-Years have been partly at Sea, and partly onthe Seacoaſts, to make Diſcoveries, and who afterwards have pro- 


ſecuted thoſe Diſcoveries, ſome in the Exchequer, others at the Aſſizes, to the number at the leaſt of One hundred Perſons, wHo. 


have been found guilty of Tranſporting Wooll contrary to thoſe Ats, but many of them eſcaped the Penalties by the late gene- 
ral AQ of Pardon. / | 


And upon Complaint made about Ten Years fince to His Majeſty and Council,{who were very apprehenſive of this Miſthief,. 
and willing by all lawful ways imaginablc to prevent it) of ſome Negligence and Remiſneſs of Officers and others, it was refer- 


red by His Majeſty and Council to the Council for Trade, which Council for Trade making Report tothe Board, His Majeſty 
and Council paſſed this Opinion following. ' 2 


| At the Court at Hhitehall, April 1669. 
Hereas in purſuance of an Order of this Board of the 20th. of November laſt, referring to the Council for Trade the Propoſals of 
W, C. Fs preventing the Exportation of Hooll, and conveying thereof beyond the Seas, the ſaid Council have returned 
their Report to the Board, that having diſcourſed with the ſaid. W.C. and ſuch other perſons as they thought capable of giving 
them any good Information touching this matter, they find the Exportation of WVooll is of a deſtruttive pens to the Trade of this 
Kinedom, and -1 the ſame hath grown into pradtice as well by reaſdy of the doubtfulnefs of fome Expreſſions in thc Statute maae in the- 


12th, Tear of His Majeities Reign, prohibiting the Exportation of Wooll, as by the negle& and remiſneſs of Officers in not putting the 
LAWS 13 ate execution, | 


Whereupon the late Lord Keeper Bridgman, being then in Council, prepared a Bill, and at the Opening of the next Seſſion: 
of Parliament cauſed/it to be read in the Houſe of Lords, and whenit was committed, ſeveral Merchants and-Staplers in Zon-: 
don, and alſo Clothiers were ſummoned, and did often attgpd the Lords Committee, where two Judges were conſtantly 

_ ' preſent ro draw upAmendments to that Bill, which took up alt 6 or 8days at the Committee, and when the ſaid Bill was 
reported and engrofled), by means of one Clauſe in that Bill, Tohurn the Ship wherein was found any Hooll, that Bill was at laſt re- 
je&ted by the Lords; and afterwards the ſubſtance of that Bill in anothor Sefſion was put into the Houſe of Lords without the 
Clauſe of Burning the Ship, and was engrofſed and ſent down to the Commons, and then committed, but miſcarried alſo, and 
inſtead thereof the Bill now depending comes in, no ways approved of by the {aid Merchants and Clothiers, becauſe inſtead of 
prohibiting it will be found in Expericnce to be the occaſion of Tranſporting much Wooll : Therefore before this Bill paſs, the: 


ſaid Merchants and Clothiers pray they may be heard, who queſtion not but to give fatisfaQtion.to this Honourable. Houſe of 
the great Inconvenience thereof. 


And further, the Bill now depending does propouge to reftrain Exporting; but by increaſing the Number of Ports in 7reland 
to have leave to Export ; and by increa{ing alſo the Number. of Ports in Z»glazd where Wooll may be Imported, this Bill in- 
ſtead of reſtraining muſt needs give much more liberty to Tranſport than ever. So that now it will be utterly impoſſible to 


prevent Tranſportation of Wooll, becauſe where Wooll isſulpeQed and known to be Exported, it ſhall be pretended to be- 
Imported, and very fairly coloured by this Bull, ” 


\ 5 

+ + ff - % 
v4 = 

. »\f " 

Low oT 


ITS 


i « 
Ii. 


” a " 
TIE" 
\ A 
” i G 
"x... 
*% F 
hu 
-” 


» 


4- e* . - . << Vs 
l _ - { - o 
2”7C » . FR : 


A NARRATIVE. of the whole Proceedings of the two laſt Seſſions of Parliament, ena 
| Fuly 15. 1678. concerning the Tranſportation of Wooll , &c. ©5555 A 94 


Gentlem'n, [ 


that ſometimes the demand of one and the ſame ſort of the Woollen Manufacture, el 
His Seſſion being over, I thought it convenient to inform you, that for ſeveral Seſſions of Parliament, ach omg 


my work hath not been the leaſt to obſerve the motions of two ſorts of perſons ; (viz.) one of 


| i ein, Which Unexne.! 

ed perigas cannot fit their hands to in a little time : And beſides, ſome ſorts of the ſaid FR 

an open Enemy , who hath appeared bare-faced in print, to give Reaſons for Tranſportation of 'Wooll ; | 1 Rar any 
which\Reaſons you know have been :nſwer'd, and ſo thatdefign hitherto ſtopped ; the other ſort of petſons 

F ay to a(t for the Clothi:rs, but really little leſs to their nyo I hare at large, in ſeveral Letters for 


» who appears Chief of the#hter ſart, whoſe] little,” they doby ill making thereof fo underyalue 
attempts this laſt two Sefhons have tended much to your damage, i bringing on his Bill, as before-mentioned, | Sea, and arhome, have 


ome years laſt paſt, given you an account of one mans de 


at (ach a ſeaſon, when moſt of the Members of the Clothing Counties were gone into the Country, alt 


| Ne (] 1s quite diff, 
he was ſpoken to by Merchants and Clothiers to deſiſt, but to no purpde, but did the more earneſtly perſiſt | making of the ſame in England, for the particular Workmanlhip ; vic, Combin C: ding, Spinning a. 
in carrying, on his Bill ; and had I not beltirr'd my felf more than ordinary, to the great offence of his Friends ving, are there-moſt in Halls3-and ſoone perſon of good Credit hath the ovez i We 


that ſupported him, he had paſſed the ſaid Bill , but now its laidafide. 


cannot be practiſed in England in Country Villages, where moſt of the ſaid Manufatture is made: 7;, 4 

Sirs , The Methods I have gone by theſe ſeveral yeirs laſt paſt, have been to obſerve the ſeaſons when it | method is not praCtiſed, nor prafticable in England, where the Country being large, the Trade is mo _ 
ſaits to bring on buſineſs in Parhament ; ſumetimes confidering a Seſſion. would be ſhort , as now this laſt | tered, and Apprentices axe therefbre ablolutely neceſſary here ; otherwiſfh,as the Manufa@ture mu n 
pait 3 at other times when the Parliament, eſecially the Houſe of Commons, have had the greateſt Con-. 
cerns of the Nation before them, as War, &c. I have not thought fitat ſuch ſeaſons to diſturb thers, at leaſt 
the Leading Members, who are thoſe from whomlT have taken my meaſures, and whoſe advice I have hither- | fing the Trade, coveting to get and imploy ſuch Workmen as have both Skill and Credit ; 
to endeavoured to follow}, as well not to attempt in the beginning of a Seſſhon , when the Houſe has been 
ingaged, as before, nor in the cloſe of a Seſſion, when crouds of private Bills , being referred to Commit- a Confierab 
tees, every one endeavours to get his Friends, and then it hath been a rare thing to get fo much as any Com | time, and ſo never well ſetled, ſhould be an: Argument topreſs for Apprenticeſhip. "" 
mittee for this affair . much leſsa Committee ſo qualified as a buſineſsof this.nature requires; beſides the In- ' 
formation (or rather the Caution) Lhave received from ſuch Leading Members hath been, not to preſs any | this matter, inall(or molt) the diſtin&t ſorts of Handicraſts , though ſome very mean ; by which as nods; 
thing upon the Houſe that hath been often there, becauſe it becomes a little burthenſome to bring one thing | the ſaid Handicrafts are reſtrain'd by it, ſo the repute thereof is kept up thereby; and beſides, there | 
to00 often into the Houſe ; and therefore I did forbear that of the Aulnage for ſome Seſſions, till I found a ſea- n 


ſon, which was the laſt Winter, end then I brought it to that perfection , as after ſeveral Committees met, 


they came to a Vote. | 
March g, 1677. Votes of the Committee about Aulnage. 


| th, Riches ans, 
That the Subſidy of Aulnage, and tbe Aulnagers Fee, ought to be paid bythe firſt makers of the Woollen Manufz- | nour of this Kingdom doth ſo much conſiſt. IN 


Oures of this Kin.dom, and not by the Retailer, or any och:r perſon whatſoever, 
That the Aulnagers ſearching of Waggons and Packs npon the Wiys, is an abuſe. 


. _ | one Maſter cankeepabove two Apprentices ata time ; notwithſtanding which, yer that Trade doth ſo ince.; 
That the Aulnagers making Fattors, Drapers, and other Retailers, to pay yearly Compoſitions for not ſearching their | 


Stops and Warehouſes, is an abuſe. : 
That in the Opiniom of this Committee, thoſe abuſ's are fit tobe redreſt by a Bill, 


eaſie Rules are given, and ſtriftly obſerved, there Trade increaſeth , witneſs Norwich , as before-mention.s 
That on Wedneſday the 259th of March, the above-named Votes were reported to the Houſe, with the par- 


ticiflar Examinations of ſeveral Merchants, Factors, Drapers, and Mercers, and agreed unto by the ſaid Houſe, 
and a Bill ordered to be brought in purſuant thereunto. 

Which Vote they reported, to which the Houſe agreed, and ordered aBill to be brought in to that purpoſe, 
wh.ch Bill was drawn up, and agreed unto by ſeveral Members; but the Houſe then being ſuddenly Prorogu'd, 
it was not proſecuted, nor was it judged a fit ſeaſon to revire that Bill thislaſt ſhort Seſſion, for ſeveral reaſons. 

For the like reaſons, eſpecially when ſo many Country Gentlemen were ſo uneahte by the low price of their 
\Woo!l, that ſome were for a limited Tranſportation, and did reaſon for it, and others without doors appeared 
for it ia print, which yon know, as before-mentioned , was then anſwered , at which time it was not ad- 
viſea"le for us to bring ina Bill abontit; for it was ſaid truly by ſome then, that it was but the awakening 
of a lleeping, Lyon; for immediately after the Oppaſers Bill was preferred, the Agent for Tranſportation ap- 
peared, and reprinted his former Reaſons, and had a Stock from fome Tranſporters (as I was credibly 
informed) ro carry on the deſign, which I found at laſt was this, (beſides what they printed) viz, that if the 
Oppolers Bill had gone on, they had prepared a Proviſo to be added, that when Wooll fell to ſuch a certain 
price as 64, or 7 4, or $4, per pound, according to the ſeveral ſorts, it ſhould be lawful to Tranſport it as it 
33 for Corn, theevil con'equence of whichT did communicate to many Members, fearing alſo indeed any Bill 
at this time, thoughnever ſo ſeemingly good; and according to my former obſervation,l found this laſt Seſſion, 
that as ſoon as his Bill was committed,the Solicitor for Tranſportation appeared, and did attend the Committee. 

Sirs, And I find by ſereral Letters, eſpecially two (one dated the ſecond of Spt-mb. 1575. the other the 
27th of December, 1677. under the ſaid Oppolers hand ) of his ſoliciting the Bill then depending, and uſing 
ſeveral Arguments (in his tirſt Letter dated the ſecond of Septemb, 1675) to prels the Clothiers to conſent 
to the Tax of 24, a Tod mentioned before, and in the cloſe of that Letter he would tax them for himſelf with 
5001, for a preſent Bank , alledging, that he had ſpent above 20001. in their ſervice; which if it be true, and 
the manner of expending it were examined, and the ends why, I doubt you will find little reaſon to give him 
any farther incouragement, much leſs toreimburſe him : But in his laſt Letter he only deſires aſſiſtance to carry 
on his d:fign , in which Letter he makes an Appeal, that all proceedings there were carried on by him, the 
Councel imployed. the ſeveral Fees and Charges paid by him; and it may be eaſily admitted unto him, that 
!cme charge he might be at, which whatever it were, was only beſtowed to carry on the deſtruRtive Bill above- 
mentioned, He further infmuated, that others did attribute the cha:ge of that buſineſs to them ; but he aſ- 
ſares thoſe he writ to, that they were ſucli perfons that made it their buſtaeſs ſabtiyy to gain Moneys from the 
Corporations and Manufactures, under a [ceming pretence of imyloying it in their behalf. 

Now, Sirs, Foraſmuch as no other perſons hare appeared in this atair, but thoſe before-mentioned, and 
my ſelf, 1 muictherefore be the perſon intended by him ; and I think it bat juſt in ſuch a croſs caſe as this 
is, That you take ſome {7ecdy courſe to prevent this Clathing, which (as.I ſtand informed , unleſs your true 
{erviie be qnitred) becomes hard to be avoided or born , there being ſhroude! under his ſolicitation an in- 
tereſt, which 1 think will indanger intime and conſequence, tie whole Clothing Trade. I cannot with plea- 
ſure vie theſe reflections upon any particular perſon, but rnd it ſo atfoletely aeceflary, as I do defire that 
you think of fume Mediums to cure this Evil for time to come. | | 

Sirs , It may not be amils to inform you , that after the Houſe of Commons had Voted no private Com- 
mittee to fit in the Houſe, and many Members belonging to the Clothing Counties werit out of Town , then 
at that ſeaſon did rhe Oppoſer get a Committee, and Councel to attendit , and apon a Saturday night, and 
it was by meer chance I was there at that time ; but ſeeing how things were carrie4, that the Committee 
being impoſed upon, not knowing the evil conſeguence of the ſaid Bill, they went rhrough that night, and a- 
greel to make report, againſt which time I prepared thoſe lines ready in the other fide, and the Bill being 
recommitted, then I got ſeveral Merchaats , Clothiers , and Factors to attend rhe Committee , by which 
means the ſaid Bill did not paſs. 

The Perſon who promotes the Bill, is be who formerly oppoſed the Bill brought in by th? Lite Lord Keeptr Bridgman, 
which was aptroved of by th: Committzes of Both Honjes, as well as vi the Merchants and Clathiers ; by which means that 
good Bill dil miſczrry 3 (which ha.l zot be oppoſed , would unloubtedh brve paſt at that time into 4 Law, and fprevent?d the 
miſchiefs that bave come by the great quamiittes of Wooll tranſporte4 ſs:ce 3 ) and the viſcble reaſon why be did oppoſe, was 
r-markable, (viz,) to a hap, that time another Bill to impoſe a Tax of 2 4. a Todd upon all Wool! uſed by any Clothi rs 
in Englaad, of the growth either of England or Ireland, which Clothiers wert by that Bill to diſcover upon Oath bow 
much Wool th:y uſed, to the end th. y might be accordingly charged : and what intonveniencies would bave attended ſuch a 
Tax, Inced notto m:ntion. In ozpoſotion to which Bill for a Tax , 1 writ many [Letters t0 the Clothiers in th: Country to 
ſpeal and write to thoſe of th? Houſe of Commons, ſerving for their ſeu:ral Corporations , which they did accordingly ; and 
the ſtir we made againſt it, blaſted that d:ſign, After which the ſame perſon wh0 thruſt bimſelf mo this buſineſs, put in 
the Bill, which bas tik-n up th: time of tb: Committees in that Affair every Seſſions ſince. With what reaſon any do 
(if any indzed do) imploy bim, 1 cannot ſee ; but this is notorious, That under pretenſions of promotins, he endangers th: 
Manuf atture ; by whoſe particular inſtigation, or from what ſecret principle it # that be moves, 1 cannot certainly learn, 
nor what bis true ends are ; but this # manifeſt , That what by unuſual applications be makes , and what by ering and 
diſcouraging thoſe who really attend your ſervice, and what by other artifices, it ſo comes to paſs , that we can do little 
effetually for your ſervice ; unleſs it be by objeting againſt bis devices t0 binder that miſchicf, which ( if be were nt 
carefully watched,) be would certainly accompliſh : and bis Bill ſeems to be kept on foot on purpoſe by him, to binder our 
Bill (wbich upon conſultation with Merchants and Clothiers, as well s Members of Parliament) # truly calculated for 
the good of the Manufafture, His drawing one way, (1 doubt with very ill intent) whilſt we draw another, does puzzle this 
Afﬀair, and your ſervice; Wherein however, Ido, and ſhall continue to do what I can, 


for the diſcharge of ſuch Bond or Bonds, unleſs the Chief Magiſtrate of the Port , together with the Office! 
Another Seſſion ſeems to beat hand, but probably will not be of long continuance till about Ofobey; but cf 


that, if any thing rg ee? toon you muſt needs then hear thereof from many other hands: I ſhall 
preſume further, to add ſome 


the Woollen Manufacture : To begin with the ſaid Reaſons. 


eaſons bumbly offered for the making the AF of the fifth of Eliz, about Apprentices, to comprebend all ſorts 
by f the Woollen _——— w of Cloth, or bd Stuffs, 4 4 


NL3s 0 ; , Az, ſaid, thatno Letter of Licenſe, or Patent, for Compoſition for any Bonds given for 
Firſt; B=cauſe Experience in the ſaid ManufaCture is more neceſſary in that, than in many other Imploy- | 
ments, (much leſs, and inferiour) in regard the humour, not only of the Engliſh, but of Forreigners, is ſuch, 


aſons prepared lalt Seſſion for Apprenticeſhip ; as alſo an Apology in behalf 
of the Clothiers, grounded upon a Charge againſt them by ſome perſons at a Committee about regulating 


— 
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other times, very thin and neat, and yet the ſame quantity of Wooll tobe uſed the 
three or fur, nay, ſome five or fix Months before they are brought to perfeQticn. Now when —— 


ſons, when Trade is good, and having liberty, upon a ſuppoſed protit, do endea your to make th EXPerienc 


acture wherein they are not throughly killed, either they are -— one 41 their is, or if Bn A 
ame of the Tay Ctuye, that man 4 
beemperfe@tly pre the whole hs ry; ng T3 ) Perſons be; 

And as to the Objection of the mantier of of Cloth or Stuff in z 


t of ſome hundre;, ,, o 


te ſc ' 
eds 
nit It 
ever V man 
et for who will Uſe 
Workman that hath neither Skillnor Credit, when he can imploy one that hath both : The Very Experis 

we have of the many miſchiefs comes to Youthin this Age by their not being obliged to ſerve for hey 


| abuſed for want of time td learn $kill, . ſo- ful Workmen muſt alſ r'd; for it is not the 
of Workmen, but the number of good Workmen that maintaineth, and fo increaſeth Families, 


Secondly , That it hath Deen the Ancient practice in this Kingdom, by Acts of Parliament, to take Care j 


Woollen Manufacture, as before mention'd, can be well learn'd to be made by the molt Ingenious inte; ;; 


than about ſeven years, it being Experience in all Trades and Callings that makesa perſon Maſter of it ; 
if there be ſuch ſtrift care taken for Youth to be bound Apprentice to every ordinary Imployment ol 
Husbandry, Oc, there is much more reaſon for it in ſuch a Manafatture, wherein the Streng 


Thirdly , The Experience there is by the Weavers of Norwich Stuffs, that though by A of Parliamer+ 


there, thatthe Counties Adjacent, as Cambridge, Suffol, and Nortbampton, &c. where thouſands are imy1g; 
in-Combing and Spinning for the ſaid Weavers ; and it is obvious toall diſcreet obſervers, where ever ve ; 


and Colcheſter Bays; and where no Rules are given, there can be no ſtrict obſervation ; the repute and nzm- 
4 and conſequently the Manufacture it ſelf m time will come to nothing. 
An Apology for the Clothiers, or Woollen Manufattnres in England, which 1 gve to 4 Commit e of the 1; 
' of Commons, when about a Bill to regulate the ſaid Manufatture , and to impower Fuſtices of ihe 7+:c-1 
make by-Laws, &c. 

That the ſaid Cfothiers, and at leaſt very many of them , who thongh they were under no Check by ar 
Lay, yet nevertheleſs did ſo value their Name, their Word, and their Repute, that they would dare toad 
ture all the Commodities they make to be forfeited, if it did not prove in every reſpect as long, as broa!, an; 

as truly made, and as well qualifed, as they ſe! it for ; which is a thing ſo well known, that many, both \er 
chants, Drapers, and Mercers, who will trult to the private Mark of divers Clothiers with leſs {cruple, thy 
tothe Stamp of ſome ſort of Coyn : That which the Clothiers have therefore prayed for is, that iuch perſon 
uſing the ſaid Trade, may be forced to dothat by a Law, that have no principal or other motive to prelz then 
toit; ſoinall National Laws they are not made for thoſe that are righteous, (viz. ) ſuch as have Princip's 
within them without a Law ; but it is for ſuch as are diſpoſed to break, and that putsno Reins to their «ills, 
| © Andfor your more fuller and clear ſatisfaftion, I have added to this Narrative an Abitract of both Bills be- 
fore-mentioned, to begin the Oppoſler, which is as followeh : '(Yiz.) 

Firſt Clauſe repeals the A& of the 14th of this King in particular , which is th2 greateſt and moſt :f 1uul 
AR of any againſt Tranſportation of Wool! | 

2. Inſfead of Felony, that makes it only Petty-Laceny ; and that the Tranſporters, when Convicted, if the 
can prove by two Witneſſes who imployed them, they ſhall be. diſcharged ; which is very eafie for a French of 
Dutch Merchant 10 come int0 gn, and imploy a perjon not worth a Groat , and do it before two Witn'ſſes, ar! ke 
immediately gone again , ſo that this would be a wide gap, ; ? 

3- That for the Conviction, and ſo Condemnation of a Ship carrying Wooll beyond Sea, mult be by two 
Witneſſes in the Court of Exchequer within fix Months, elſe the is Free , which cannot be done once in ten times, 
it rather requires two years time, that the Onner 10 bav? his Alion againſt the Maſter and Company, if not guilty bmelf, 

4. That ſix men, and n0 more , . ſhould be going with Weoll, ; | 

5. That in{tead of leſening the Ports, either in Ireland to-Export, or in England to Import, they were 1% 
larged; for ſuch Ports would very fairly colour Tranſportation of Wooll , and a very hard task by thu: 
means to prevent it. 


6. That all Certiticates of the Shipping and Landing of Wooll, to be kept by the Keeper of B:c:w'u-#; 


And be it Enacted, &c. that the Owner cf all Woolls, Fc. to the quantity of ftx Tod, or more, tt! | 
be ſhornor houſed within milesof the Sea, or the higheſt place where ſalt water uſually comes 13 
the Kingdoms of E#g!2+41 and Ireland, &c, or within miles of the borders of Scotl:n4 , that ave 
notice to the Collector or Chief Officer of his Majeſties Cuſtoms in the next Port adjacent, if any ſuch Oficef 
{hall be within miles of ſuch place where ſuch Wooll is houſed ; and if above = 
fromany Port, then to the next ultice of the Peace within the ſaid County, for which Entry no Fees _ ! 
paid ; and the ſaid Officer, and Juſtice of the Peace, are hereby required reſpectively to certitie the my 
the next General Sellions of the Peace for the ſaid County, and there to be Regiſtred by the Clerk of the Veac 
| for the ſaid County, upon pain of forfeiture of ; FR 

And be it farther Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, that if any Wooll, &c. of the breed or grow mY hs 
Kingdoms of England or Ireiand, thall be carried or brought by Land or Water in any Veſlel, or on any | = 
Waggon, or Horſe, or by any conveyance whatſoever, unto any Town, Houſe, Barn, or Place within t 
diſtance of . milesof the Sea, or higheſt place where ſalt water uſually comes, or within DYE 
miles of the borders of Scotland, by any perſon or perſons whatſoever, ſuch conveying, bringing, or ct 
{ {hall be deemed and adjudged to be done with intent to Tranſport the ſame, unleſs ſuch Wooll,' Ie. be ge 
conveying, or carrying to ſome Market or Manufa&nring Town (for Wooll) place or houſt where tic 
is to be Manufatured, or to ſome Port where it ſhall be firft Entered, or to the Growers houſe. ad 

Be it Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, that no Wooll, &c. ſhall be ſhipt from relan4, but fron - 
Ports following ; (viz.) Dublin, Droughads, Waterford, Youghall, and Cork; and that no Wooll thall ” ww 
ed from Irelexd aforeſaid, but into theſe following Ports in England; (viz.) Livzrpool, Cheſter, Brij8 - ww 
bead, and Barnſt:bl:. Be it farther Ena&ed, ©&c. that what Wooll of the Kingdoms of Englind and i - 
that ſhall be ſhipped pert Coogues , ſhall be weighed at the ſhipping and landing thereof in the preſence & 
the Chief Magiltrate, or ſuch perſon as he ſhall appoint, together with ſome Ofhcer of his Majeſties " ar 
in the ſaid Port, at the uſual place of weighing goods there ; and the ſaid Magiſtrate and Officer wo 
required reſpeCtively, immediately after ſuch notice is given, to ſee the ſaid Wooll weighed accordingly. 
on pain of forfeiture of to be recovered and diſpoſed of, as the penalties and forfeitu: p 
the forementioned Atts are. And be it further Enafted by the Authority aforeſaid , that no _—_ gh 
Majeſties Cuſtoms in the Kingdoms of England and Ireland , ſhall take any Bond of any perſons for t'® = 
landing of any Wooll, but with ſuthcient Sureties refiding in the Port where ſuch Bond (hall be taken, hs 
pain of forfeiturs of to be recovered and diſpoſed of, as aforeſaid, and for ever aſl cer | b 
made uncapable to have, or exerciſe any pes belonging to his Majeſties Cuſtoms in either Kingdom - 
where any Bond or Bonds ſhall be given for the true landing of any Wooll, no Certificate {hall 


of the Cuſtoms in that Port, do certifie that the faid Wooll is landed, and weighed: And for the oy 

of Frauds by falſe or counterfeit Certificates , be-it further Enaed by the Authority Woreſalo, cert 

perſon or perſons ſhall contrive or counterfeit, or ſhall make uſe of, or produce any ſuch counteriey 

cate, whereby any ſuch Bond, as — re pe wp re UP, _ => Pong ore (hall forfeit t ar 
; to be recovered and diſpoſed of, as aforeſaid ; and alſo inall incu «y afores 

X it further Enated by the Authority © 
YES 4 true landing of a! 
Wooll, or any penalty impoſed by the aforenamed Adts ſhall be granted, but in open Court, by 
of the Exchequer in either of the ſaid Kingdoms. 


the firſt offence, and for the ſecond offence 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
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ON 


WOOEL brougint © ENGL AN 0D, 
Humbly Submitted to the PARLIAMENT. 


ManufaQture of Wooll in Grcat- Britain, than when Trade in general 

languiſhes, Publick Credit droops, the Gentleman and the Mer- 

chanr are deſtitute of Money, and the Poor want Labour for their 
Subſiſtance. No time can be more ſcaſonable to prevent the Exportation of 
Wooll to Frexce, and to Check rather than Fromyute a Commerce between 
His Majeſty's Dominions and France, than when France groans under the In- 
fetion of the moſt Dangerous and Fatal Peſtilence thac ever raged m any 
Country. 

TO Lim therefore our Trade and Credit ; to encreaſe our Riches and 
employ our Poor, and prevent if poſſible an InteQion from France ; *Tis 
humbly ſubmitted ro the Parliament of Grear Brirain, to Conſider of proper 
Meaſures to prevent the Exportation of Wooll to France. 

MAN Y Laws have already been Enacted for this purpoſe, many Schemes 
are yearly propoſed to the ſame End ; but as long as Profi: tempts Men to 
carry Wooll to France, it will continue to be carried thirher : Unleſs the 
Prefit therefore be taken away and the Temptation removed, this pernicious 
PraQtice will not ceaſe. 

IT is not many Yearsago, not exceeding the Memory of ſome Men living, 
that the French were ſupply*'d from Eng/and with Woollen ManufaRures tor 
their own uſe. 

BUT as ſoon as Frazce began to Encreaſe its Commerce with the King- 
dom of Jreland, their Woollen Manufacture Encreas'd in proportion ; the Ex- 
portation of Wooll from Ireland to France grew larger every Year, and the 
Exportation thereof to England gradually Decreas'd ; fo that of late Years 
France hath ſupply*d Forreign Markers with Wooken Goods, and boldly Rivals 
us in this Important Trade. | 

THE Foundation of this Evil is conceived to be an At of Parliament 
made in the Kingdom of Ireland, 1n the 14 and x5 year of the Reiga of 
the late King Charles IT. which lays 4 Rate or Duty upon all WoiH Exported 
thence into England, of 15 d. Engliſh Money for every Stone. 

A 


T HERE cannot be any time more ſeaſonable to Encourage the 


AND 


l 
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AND leaſt tl is Lega/ Impoſition ſhould not be a ſufficient Rcſtrafnt 
againit bringing Wool] thence to Exg/and, there hath been Colle&ed under 
Pretence or Colour of Law, Four-pence half-peny per Stone, beyond the {aid 
Parliamentary Duty, in all 194. 3 per Stone , Which amounts to about 20 /. 
Duty on every 100/. in value. 

WHEREAS all Wooll carried from Ireland to France or other Coun- 
tries, hath paid no Duty or Cultom at all; fo that the French and other Na- 
tions have been ſupply*d with Ir: Wooll 19 4.; ptr Stone Cheaper than the 
Ezgliſh. 

THERE needs no farther Scrutiny into the ſource of our Misfortunes, 
than what appears from the above State of the Woollen Trade. 

'T IS a certain Maxim, He that works Cheapeſt, and buys Cheapeſt, will 
neceflarily be enabled ro ſell Cheapeſt, And had not the Subjects of France 
groaned under Temporal and Spiritual Slavery ; It Popery and the Deſpotick 
Power of the Prince had not Checkt their Indultry ; they had long ere this 
totally deprived us of the Woollen Manufature. Such a monſtrous Diſpro- 
portion of Profit to them as r94. x on every Stone of Wooll more than to the 
Engliſh, could not have failed, had their Conſtitution been free like ours, 
of giving to them the ſole Trade of Woolez Goods. 

AND ſince the Iriþ, whoſe Revenue is not Mortgaged for any Debt 
whatſoever, whoſe Land and M4/t 15 free from Tax, whole C«ſtoms and Duties 
are inconliderable, and who have Liberty to furniſh us and our Plantations 
with vaſt Quantities of their Lrz»er E xemp! trom all Duties, continue by 
their Law a load and heavy Duties, on the Trade to Great-Britain ; ſince 
neceſſity requires an Alteration of this Law, and ſince the Power of a Brit; 
Parliament to Repeal the ſame cannot be diſputed ; *ris Humbly Submitted, 
whether the above Duties on Wooll ought not to be taken off by the Parlia- 
ment of Great- Britais. 

THE I: cannot juſtly complain of this Method, ſince the Law pro- 
poſed, is nor to lay a Tax or Duty on Ireland, but to take it off ; and were 
theſe Duties taken off, the large Demand of Iriſþ Wooll for Ezglsnd would 
immedaartely raiſe the Price of it in- Ireland, 

I T may be conſider'd, that by reaſon of the above Duties, there is at 
preſent. ſuch a ſmall Quantity of 1r;jþ Wooll brought to Ergland, that the 
Revenue to the Crown by means of the ſaid Duty is very inconſiderable; and 
*tis humbly conceived, that if the Parliament of Jre/and ſhould but lay. the 

leſt additional Duty on their Wine or Exciſable Liquors, it would more than 
ſupply the want of the ſaid Duty on Wool. : | 

SHOULD any one Obje&, that the Importing of 1riſþ Woolt would 
tefſen the Price of Exgliſh Wooll, he might be Anſwer*d, that if the Woollen 
ManufaQture were Ingroſſed by Great- Britain, Great-Britain might raiſe it 
to what Price it pleaſed. ; 

*'TIS Rivalſbip in Trade only, that Reduces the Price of Goods and Mer- 
chandizes ; and if Great-Britatn could fo far retrieve its Trade, as to ſupply 
not only the Markets abroad to which the Frexch now ſell, but even France 
it ſelf with Woollen Manufa&tures, as it did formerly , the Conſequence 
thereof would naturally bean advance of the Price both of Ergliſh and Iriſh 
Wooll. 

'TIS by 1riſþ Wooll that the French are enabled to work up their own 
Wooll ; without a Mixture of Iriſh, the Frexch Wooll would be of little value, 
and the ManufaQure thereof unmarketable; ſo that by diverting the Trade 
of Iriſþ Wooll from France to England, which might be done eftectually by 
taking off the Duties aforeſaid, the French would be diſabled in their Woollen 
ManufaRure, and the Markets abroad now ſupply'd by France could then 


only 
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only be pp 6 by Great-Britain ; and the French Wooll beiag render'd nn- 
ſerviceable tor want of a proper Mixture, Engliſh and Iriſh Wooll would be 
more wanted, and would in Conſequence advance in Price. 

BUT wereit poſſible, which certainly it is not, that the Importation of 
more Wooll trom Ireland could iciſen the Price of Bretzſh Wooll, fo much as 
one half-penny per Pound, yet this Imazinary Lofs would bear noproportion to 
the real Proht, which would be gained by working it up. 

R OR the ſame. reaſon, that Engizh Wooll by many Excellent Laws, 
is Prohibited ro be Exported, the Importation of Iriſþ Wooll ought to be 
Encouraged. : | 

1 F the tear of reducing the price of the Eg/iſh Wooll, be a Reaſon to 
diſcourage the Importing Wooll from Ireland; the Exportation of Engliſh 
Wooll ought by Parity ot Reaſon to be Encouraged, in hopes of advancing 
the price of it. 

BUT to {hew more clearly the folly and abſurdity of expeQting Profit 
from the Exporration of Wooll to France; 1t may be coalider'd, that the Sort- 
ing, Waſhing, Combing, Spinning, Dying, Weaving, Working and finiſhing 
a pound of Woel!, taking one Species of its Manufatture with another, pro- 
duceth ar leaſt 20 4. clcar to the Labowrer ;z whereas the utmolt pretence of 
advancing the price of Wooll by Exporting it to France, 15 not above one 
halt-penay per pound : So that by every halt-penny thus Gain'd, there 
would be full 204. clear Loſs to this Kingdom; which demonitrates that the 
Loſs by Exporting Wooll unmanufattured, would be forty times greater than the 
Imaginary Gain. 

UNDER theſe Circumſtances, and for theſe and many other Reaſons, 
which may naturally occur upon Conſideration of this Caſe ; for the Pablick 
Good, for the Advancement of Trade and for the Employment of our Poor, 
. te enlarge the Revenue and to encreaſe our Riches, and on the other hand 
to prevent the fatal and calamitous conſequences which would attend the Ruin 
of our Woolex ManufaQture ; 'tis humbly hoped, that a Brizb Parliament 
will no longer ſuffer the above heavy Burthens to lye upon the Trade and 
ManufaQture of Great- Britain, but will take off the faid Daties on Wool, to 
the Joy and Satisfaction of the whole Nation. 


CONSIDERATIONS 
ON THE 


DuT1Es laid in Jre/axd on Wooll 
brought to England, 


— Humbly ſubmitted to the Parliament. 


WI — - NORD ARAINORES ie n | 

[Reaſons Humbly offered to the High Court of Parliament, by the Worlted-weayers jn.NG wich | 

arid Norfolk, why Worſteads and other Norwich Stuffs ſhould not beTul ex to Subſey 

. or Aulnage. | by Fo 

| 'Not to Subſedy or (uſtome. / 

{ 14, F*; There was no Cuftom due upon Woolls by the common ho: but 3, Ed; 1, the commons granted to the King'6-s, 8d, 'perSack 
0 


Wool and this was not impoſed generally upon all Wools, but only upon ſuch as were Tranſported, and that doth appear by a Patenc 
the ſame King where it is called Novnm Conſuctxdinem(and ſo not by the common Law) & de lains Regnum exenntibus, Rotl, pat;3, 
i £4, t,N 1 . Co teſts, part 2, fol.s 9.5 31, pet. 4. Es, Dyer tof,x 65, Sir, Fohn Davyes reports fol, g. £/4 .  » 4 
. And the Reaſons why it was granted u portation was, bo : "OR mY ay 
. x, Becauſe Woolls or oe Commedices could not be caried out of the Kingdom without the Kings Conge or Licence, , © 
- 2, Becauſe of the waſtage and proteQion the King gave to the Marchants, and Woolls upon the Seas againſt Pirates and the Enemies of 
; the Realme, but if thoſe Woolls were caried by Sea from port to port within the Kingdom or by Land, from one place to another, or were 
| a into cloth ot wrought into manufaQure in the Nation there was no Cuſtome or Subſedy due by Law Co, Inftit, 2, partfol,60, 

And the ſame King E4, 1, afterwards impoſing 2 1, upon 2 Sack of Wooll, were prot being t made in Par lament,. 25, Ed,r, he re- 
leaſſed the ſame new Impoſition, ſaving to himſelf the Cuſtome of Wools granted by the Commons vide confirmation Cartarums fe Liberte 
Angle 25. Ed.1, ca,7, by all which it appear there was no other Cuſtome due but what was granted by Parliament, 

2, Secondly, E4, 3.,4.- Regni ſui at his own charge W__ out of Gat in Flanders many Cloath-workers, and maintained them at his own 
charge ovt of the Exchequer by whom the working of cloath in this Kingdom was ſet up,and in the rr, E4,3, and by ſeveral other Ads of Par- 
_— the Exportation of Wooll was prohibited, and by ſome of chem made Felony, and ſo the Cuſtome of 6s, 8d, per Sack for Exportation 
ceafed, 

And 25, 4.3, ca,t, when the trade of making of Cloth grew great and the ſame Cloaths were defeRive and deceiptfully wrought contrary 
to the Rates ſet by Parliament, for the prevention of thoſe evils the A#/nager was appointed, | 

And Wools being prohibited to be exported and the 6s, 8d, per Sack ceaſed 27, Ed.z, 7 the Parliamene granted to the King a ſubſedy of 
ſuch particular Cloathes only of ſuch an aflize as in the ſame AR is mentioned, which is to be folde, over the Cuſtomes thereof due that is ſuch 
25 then indured for a time, and were granted by Parliament Co.7nffir, 2 part tol.60, : 

3. Thirdly; The ſeveral Statutes which injoyn the Duty of Subſedy and Aulnage fix them alwaies upon Cloaths as r7, R.2.ca, 2,which ſaith, 

Every man might make and put to ſale Cloaths as wel Kerſies as othets of ſuch length and breadth as hit pleaſe, paying Aulnage,Subſedy, and 
other Duties, where the word Other muſt be meant only of Cloaths, and cannot beextended to Norwich Stuffs, which differ in kind from Cloth, 

Neither can the Statutes of 7 H, 4.cap,10, or of 11 H,4.cap, 6; be conſtrued to extend to Norwich Stuffs, bur only to Cloth, and the rather 
becanſe in the Statute 11 H, 6, cap, r, where the two former Statutes are refited and mentioning that divers differences had ariſen, how fart the 
word Cloth did extend, it was there declared, that the word Cloth in the ſaid Statutes rehearſed, hould be underſtood of Broad cloaths, and Broad 
Dozens, and not of other cloaths and pieces of cloaths called Streats, | | 


| obje, Ifitbe Objeed thar the Statute of the 17, R, 2. cap. 3. ſaith, That ſingle Worſtead ſhall pay Cuſtomes and Subſcdies, 


Anfw, 1, That Statute dothonly extend to ſingle Worſteads, and not to double Worſteads and other Stuffs, 
| 2, That Duty was to be paid for ſi-gle Wotſteads tranſported, and not otherwiſe, 


3. Bythe Statute 14. H, 4, cap. 47, the Artificers and Merchants of Wotſteads may ſell their ſingle Worſteads to any place or Pe:- 
ſons being of the Kings Amiry, notwithſtanſtanding any inhibition to the contrary,Co, Inſtit, part 4, fol. 257. which muſt be ua- 
| derſtood, free from paying Subſedies and Cuſtams otherwiſe this Statute was in vain, and granted no more than that of 1 IR. 
. 4, By the Statute of 7. KF, 4.cap, r, the Worſtead-weavers in Norwich and Norfolk were incorporated and put under a Regulation for making 
of Scat and ao inention made either in that Statute or of that of xq #,4,of any Cuſtom or Subſedy to be paid for che ſame, neither did they ever 
pay any ſuch Cuſtom or Subſedy, nor is there a amor we hc args any! againſt them forthe ſame z Neither are they within che ot 
the Statute of 27, E, 3, to pay propottionable Subſedies, they being cleerly our of that Statute, and not within any other, And therefore + 
ay a new Law they ſhall andthe mage liable to any now, conbivcs the Woolls they are made of, are not fitar uſeful for Cloth. 


REY Not to Aulnage. 


1, Fiſt, Becauſe they are not mentioned by any Statute whatſoever to be under the Aulnager, and it plainly appears chat the appointing 
of that Officer was only tor meaſuring and ſearching of Cloth, whether they held che affize ſet by Statute, 

2, Secondly, In 22, Z, 3. there was granted bythe King to Robert Pooly the Office of meaſuring of Worſteads of Norwich which is there cal- 
led, a new Office, with a Fee, and at the Petition of the Commons it was reſolved in Parliament to be void and accordingly was made void 
andnul, Co, Inft:t, part 2, fol. 534. | 
/.3, Thirdly, By the ſaid Statute of 7, F, 4, cap, r, the Weavers of Norwich and —_—_ are incorporated and have eight. Wardens who 
have power to Search, Meaſure, and Seal all ſorts of Norwich Stuffs, and ſeiz ſuch as aredefeQive, and no mention of the Aulnager to have any 
thing to do with Stuffs, waich have been under Regulation 194 yeers and never any queſtionconcerning the Aulnage upon them til 2 Fa. 

4, Fourthly in 2, Fa. it was certified by all the Judges of England in theſe Words, that the Aulnage of Norwick Stuffs was not grantab le, nor 
ft to be granted, neither was. there ever my Aulnage of Norwich Stuffs Co, Inftit, part 2, Fol, 62, And therefore they hope that after ſuch a 
Grant of Aulnage upon Norwich Stuffs made nul by Parliament, and ſuch Certificate made by all the Judges, thact it is not grantable, nor fit to 
ve granted : this Parliament will not make them liable thereunto, "7 


And that for theſe Reaſons. _ | Gr Fe 4 


1, Firſt, Becauſe by the ſaid Statute 7, Z4. 4, and other Statutes fince, the very Eſſential Work of the Aulnager which is to ſearch Mea- 
ſure, and ſeal ſuch Wares as are good, and ſeize ſuch as are bad, is put into the hands of the Wardens, and others of the Trade, by whom it hath | 
been gayerned near 200 years, And if they ſhould be liable to the Aulnager now, then ſhall they be under a double Power, the Wardens and 
Affiſtants of the Trade, who know the Laws and Rules, and whey a piece is dete@tive, | and whennot, And the Aulnager who know neither, 
who for the moſt part are mean inconſiderable Perſons, not able to anſiver for their Miſcarriages, and. left to that Latitude by this Bill, as that 
they can take from the People what they pleaſe, and no Proviſion made for puniſhing their Abuſes, | TE 

2, It will be very prejudicial to the Stuffs, after they have paſſed the Wardens Seal, and be folded, and made up for Sale, then tobe cut open, 1 
meaſured, and ruffelled by the Aulnager, beſide the trouble and laſs of time in making them up again, and attending firſt upon one, and then upon 

| the other, which ofrentimey will looſe the poor mans Market, who hath not Mony to buy Yarn to elad- his Lomb for.another piece, till-he be 
| pay'd for that he hathtaken off, ' | 

3. Ic will deſtroy Invention for he that by his Study and Induſtry, doth contrive a new ſort of Stuff, the Smmger ont ſeize the firſt piece if 
it paſs not under his Seal, and fo diſcovered, and others take the Benefit of the Inventers pains, and he thereby diſcouraged, which will very 
prejudicial to the Trade, | | | | 

4, It he that make falſe Wares, get the Aulnagers Seal to it, and can eſcape but the Wardens Seizure,then ir ſhal go forth for good Stuffs, and | 
cozen the people who know not the Wardens ſe le from the Aulpagers and bring a Diſparagement upon the Commodity, Fr | | 
' 5. Atthe beft it will only become a Burden and Charge to the people withour any Commodity, «neither can ke any waics. benefiy the Pub [ 
lick, becauſe there are above 60 ſeveral ſorts of Stuffs under various and ſeveral Rules and Orders, and almoſt daily. new ſorts invented, which ; 
none have Skill of, but the Makets and Dealers in them, and they being of ſeveral Lengths, Breadths, and Weights z how can the Rates be ſer | 


— _ 
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on every ſize ? 


6, By theſe, and other Evils which will come thereby, it will indanger the Deſtroying of the Worſted Trade, which imploye many hundreds 
of thouſands on Work, make great variety of ſerviceable Stuffs inrich the Kingdom, work up thoſe Woolls which arenot fit for Cloath, pay 


2great Proportion in his Majelties Cuſtoms for Exportation, and will hinder his Majeſties Revenue ten times more then can be raiſed by 74 | & 


. 
. : 


Aulnage. 
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LIN The Argument againſt the Bill for Regulati | 
P 4 Lig OrnD = eoornkiet IT lankicud © dba". 7 ASS wm 
; like fome of the Bills promoted by the late Uſurpers, who pretended Reformation and , Regulation , bur intended co get power to eſs and inflave their felloly 
—_—_— do __ _ we xd gone ſay þ Apo neteny tpn Bill have deſigned the ime chings , yet we humbly conceive , if this Bill in termini 'y 28 It is now 


T before Your Honours, the ſame thing will fall out in effe&, | FI : , vided in this Bill , but 
. irbe otherwiſe when £4. of the more wealthy of this trade ſhall not onely have power tout in execution known Laws, eſpecially pro , alſo to 
Lan impoſe penalties ho they pleaſe upon the poorer ſort of their fellow trades-men , which penalties, fines and forfeitures , themſelves: alſo ſhall have 


i to leavy and diſpoſe of to their own uſe. 
In theſe few words are comprehended the three great Exceptions we have to this Bill, The Firſt is , . ar 4 


Al 


_ 
- 


with the other Officers belonging to their Courts make the head too big for the body, 


x, That the $4- Ft” . » he 1 ſe 
his Bill is given too large an arbitrary power to the 54. to make Layvs, and 1mpoſe penalties as they pleaſe, ; : . 

h t ng hn nrctonble, an undoudrodly' will prove moſt © pap to ;th po >, the Law-makers ſhould execute the ſame Laws, and take the Fines and Forfeitures t© 
3 heir ſupportation, as they pretend, which by the Bill they will be enabled to do. | : ; : 

owe hrs © vis for I hody, coveatd , Firſt, in eſpe of the proportion it hath rothe reſt of che Body, this Head contains a third part of th& Trade in reſpeR of their Rocks, and 
i third part of the Trade hold be out of the Regulation, is yery unreaſonable;"which in effect will certainly be.m this Caſe. $6] Be. : : 
For ſuppoſe they would nor be indulgent and ſparing in ſearching and puniſhing one the other, which cannot be pteſumed , yer their pains and forfeirures they pay to themſelves, and ſoit 
no damage to them, they my do what they will, this Law is no Law to them, | Ref ; f | 
Secondly, The Head is too big for the Body in reſpeR of the charge it bathdefigned, anddoth require to ſupport it, which doth ppont in that the 5.4. being able by their great ſocks way 

ne third part of the trade , and conſequently having ſo many of the I'S richer ſort _——_—_ - = em, they will be able ws to time ©4 peas _ be ee 
| tanding Corr oration , and continually be free from contributing any thing tothe ſupport of the Corporation , yea, we ſay In every year there W1 o many . in 
Aciporoopebrugeyy fa l oy ne , and the whole burden left upon the remaining hundreds of poor Maſter Weavers, 


their Rocks, ought to contribute one third part towards the maintenance of this policy who | main! oor þ F 
- have much ado to maintain cheir Faimilies from extremity, yet theſe poor men muſt neceſlarily.be made Offendors, or the Pollicy mult neceſſarily faile, the Corporation die wanting ſup- 


xt, for who will labour if you take away the reward, is not this to grinde the face of thepoor ? Offenders muſt ſupport the Corporation , therefore che Corporation muſt make Offenders, 
doubtedly will never fail to do, having ſuch a large power as 1#{poken of in the next Exception, 


1 The Power to make by-Laws is too large, and will become Tyrannical and oppreſſive , forby chat clauſe in the Bill , they may make what Laws they pleaſe, ſine formidine Statuti, with- 
H. 7. cap. 7. the miſchiefe and inconvenience of ſuch a power will more plainly be demonſtrated by conſidering firſt what power a Corporation, as being a Cor- 
ation, had by the Common Law to make by-Laws,and impoſe penalties for non-conformity 't r oY | 
2. Why the Stat, 27. H.7. prohibiced all Corporations to make Laws unleſle they were Coroborared by the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Privie Seal, or two Judges of Afſiſe, 
Asto the firſt, Every Corporation had power by the common Law, Pro bono Publico, to make by-Laws, meerly from their nature of being a Cotpor 
ih, That as the Napa body hath an abſolute need of Reaſon to guide it, ſo the Political body hath of Laws and Ordinances eo guide and govern that. OP 
netimes againſt Law it ſelf: By reaſon of theſe Ilis the Statute aforeſzi4 was made,and it was a right- profitable Statute ; for it did reſtrian Will and Power to execute Self-Tatereſt and Ma- 
The Makers of this Scatute well perceived, how unfit, men not skilled in the Laws of this Land, were to make Laws to bind others, and how eafily ſuch men were carried away to gratifie 
Thatthe Power to make by-Laws by this Bill, will be out of the reach of the aforeſaid Statute, will appear by theſe Reaſons. 
1. This will de a new Corporation created ſince the aforeſaid Statute by the AR of Parliament, | 
Now it is confeſſed, that a Corporation made by the Kings Grant, ſince the aforeſaid Statute, whither it hath a Clauſe for By-Laws, or no,is under the Power of the ſameStatute,becauſe the 
Cinginthat Caſe hath no Power to hinder the effeR of the Statute, and therefore cannot give what he hath not. 
ewberry they did in their pleadirg ſhew the Statute, but therefore they were incorporated by the Kings C harter , bur this Caſe is otherwiſe, and therefore it is humbly prayed, that it may be 
remembred, that in Civil Aﬀairs, the remedy by Arbitrary Power hath aiwayes been eſteemed worſe then the Miſchief, 


e fear of the Statute 27, 
3. Why this Corporation will bz our of the reach of the aforeſaid Statute, ation; for as cheLoed Hnbbort, falart: 
Bur Experience four, \that the Heads and Governours in Corporations; did often abuſe their Power, by making Laws againſt KingiPrecogaive, their Fellow-Subj 

heirown Paſſion and Intereſt, therefore they provided, that their Laws ſhould be corroborated by Perſons of Honour and Learning, as the Lord Chancellor, &&e. 
2, hath expreſs words for ſuch a power in the clauſe for By-Laws. 
But this is a Power created by as high a Power as the Statute it ſelf, and being ſince the Statute, the force thereof is gone, ss to this particular Corporation, it istrve inthe Caſe of the Weavers in 
3. Thatthe Law Makers ſhould execute the ſame Laws, and leavy ihe P-nalties, Fines and Forfeicures to their own uſe, is unreaſonable, and will prove pernicious go the poorer ſort of the 


. Weavers, as app" ars by th: Reaſons following, —_ de TY 

1, The + orporation men will be Judge and Part”, for though twelve men are appointed to try the matter of FaQ, yer theſe twelve ſhall be of their chaſirg,  ,, _ Wn” 

2. The petty Fines, or acci-lental Fin*s, as they call they, aſſeſſed for ſhort snd narrow defeRs not poſcible to be preven: ed, within ſour years when their Corporation was languiſhing, * > 
(I err ong... my 


ed nearto 7061 as appears b+ their own Book of Receipt, are immedta-ely ſubjet to their power, as Judge and Party, there being no Jury to try theſe defefts, 
3. In caſea p'ece of ſtuff be ſound defeRive within the letter of their Liw, yet if up »n circumſtacces conſidered by the Rules of Equity, it ought notto be ſubje& to the penarcy af thar 
Law, bow ſhould a poor man expe& a righteous , equitable Dezling, when he behvldsche Judge ſwayed with the bope of gain, whea he ſees bis hand xpady to take the penalty into DÞ. 


own Purſe, i: , 
And in caſe the defe& ſhall be in the yarn, which often happens,ard that offered to be averred, and that in many other like caſes, which may bappen agaiuſt the Maſters Will, as by thoſe skilled 


inthe trade in many things are ready to inſtance, | 
2. Incaſe any of the Corporati«n by colour of this Office ſhall wr:ng one of the Repulation, how ſhall he hope for ſatisfaRion or Juſtice, when he muſt ſue againſt his own money. 
1, Furthermore your Petitioners are much troubled, that the r.ame of a Preſident ſhould be perpetgatet amongſt them, while they 1emember the horrid villany of one called a Preſident, late- 
lyaGted againſt the late moſt glorious King Charles the firſt. | 
2. One other Exception is, that the 40 Afciſtants have equal power with thereſt of the Governors to ſearch , and yet it is not, provided, they ſhall be ſworn. 
All Laws ought to be made ſecundum equum & bonum. 
And is it juſt and good, that a third part of this Trade ſhould be oat of this Regulation, and be at liberty to make Stuffes at what rate they pleaſe, and yet to have power to compel the refi- 
Cue of the Trade to make Stu-fﬀfes at ſuch certain rates, as themſelves ſhall 2ppoint. TER 
And is it equal and good, that a third part of the Trade, and wealthieſt alſo ſhould be free from Contributing any thing to the ſupport of this Corp oration,as in this Caſe they are. 
is it equal and go04, That a Corp6ration muſt ſubſiſt meerly by Offences,and the Corporation-men be Judges, Accuſers and Party. lj L 
ON COOITGG, that there ſhould be ſuck a head, as requires more nutriment then the body is able to give it, for this poor Trade is not able to pay the charge that this kind of Govern- 
xa&, 
0bjeft. It is objeRed, that the Fines and Forfeitures are not by the Bill given to the Corporation, but tobe diſtributed to the Poor of the Regulation. - 
Weanſwer, that the clauſe ſaich, when they have made their deduRions,the ſurpluſage ſhall be diſpoſed ; but who can expe there will be ſurpluſage,when they may allow themſelves what 
ey will, and not any enabled to call them to an account. F 
3 is aid, if they be honeſt, they ſhall not necd to fear the power of the Governours,and that this Policy is eſtabiiſhed only to make them honeſt. 
ho t y anſwered, That if they be honeſt, they ſhall the rather fear their Tyranny, and unjuſt dealing, for that, then the Corporation-men will want their man oge ſupport, alſo, if all men were 
+ , = ſhould net need any Laws or Government : yet although moſt men may err, Arbitrary power to corre& them hath always been abhorred by the Free-born Evglith people, 
Ne is 0 ed, That if any of the Corporation deal unjuſtly by colour of his power, that the wronged hath his amendment at Law. 
Ic . D; ered, the remedy is+ worſe then the miſchief, befides they muſt ſve againſt their own money and a publick! Rock. 
te jected, that there ſhall be a proviſo added to this Bill, that chey (hall not make unreaſonable Lays, 
For "ig this mends not the caſe, unleſsthe poor men could have the unreaſonable Laws determined at as cheap a rate as the Corporation men can make them, Moreover, this proviſo 
_ nothing » for it is ſecretly implyedin-che Law, but for one to ſue againſt a publickſtock , is to fall into Scills while he ſhuns Charibdss, 
Es Nh be « ny Propoſed that the Weavers may be governed by their ancient rules eſtabliſhed by ſeveral As of Parliament, and the Fines and Penalties as formerly may go 
then into the? Mo LG indifferent perſon, thereby will be taken away the oppreſſion, tyranny , lon, and pattiality , which the Governors are tempted to , whileft they receive 
Liftly 1 Py mdrbs __ my be —_x goon the number of Longs ay nc charge of hy Wane _ Officers. " | 
eflabiin,? moiy propoled ang prayed, That it upon any Reaſons © by the promoters 1s Bill, This Honourable Houſe doth think it fir ta Regulation ſhould 
Comer! 9 his Trade, Thar the - w__—_ heing bar more conſiderable for dumber _ _—_ x - by order of this Honourable Houſe be jo _ co their 18, in _ 
—_ a | . Se $u gen nwgg Ap 99? k - . vt 
Officers ; but that their Officers oy wed apadions pm do poop rey POET es ONS Re ANY ACOREIE ed. Do wet: 
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TO THE IT * 


HONOURABLE . 


Houſe of COMMONS Aſſembled in 


PARLIAMENT: 


T he bumble Petition of the Worfled Weavers int 
;/ Norfolk, andin the City of Norwich.” © 


Sheweth , 

aa rlHat your Petitioners baving notice of a 
Sy || Bill prepared topaſs this Honourable 
Houle, intituled a Bill for Regulating the 
& Stuffs in Norfolk and Norwich, and having 
USED confidered the ſame, finde the ſame form 
| of Government to be herein contained, as 
was eſtabliſhed in the Ulſurpers time, cal- 
led a Corporation conſiſting of a Preſident, Wardens , and Af. 
ſiſtants, the ſad experience and effets of whoſe Power and 
Government, the tyranny, oppreſlions, wrongs, and injuſtices, 
which they through theis Malice, Covetouſneſs, and Ig- . 
norances, and by reaſon of their arbitrary and ualimirted 
Power did and committed, being freſh in our memory, we 
out of our Love and Zeal to the 'good of the ſaid Trade in 
general , andon the behalf of our ſelves in particular, do hum- 
bly make this addreſſe to your Honors,moſt earneſtly beſeeching 
your Honours , that this Bill may not -paſſe before our Rea- 

fons arinexed be heard againſt ir. | 


And your Petitioners ſhall pray, &c 
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Humbly Offered for Enconraging his MATESTIES Na- 
tural Born Subjects, to Export the W oollen Manufa- 
cures of this Realm to GER MANY. 


HE Securing and Promoting of the Trade of Exporting the Woollen Manu- 
factures to Germany, 0 as may be moſt Beneficial for the Nation, is a Matter of 
ſuch Importance,that it is hoped it may not be unworthy the Conſideration of 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, to whom it is Humbly Repreſented. 

That the Supporting the Ancient Company of Merchant- Adventurers of 
Ergland in the ſaid Trade, will be the nioſt Effeftual Means to Conduce thereunto. For 
this Company having Firſt Introduced the Woollen Manufactures into this Kingdom, 
and been the ſole Exporters thereof, the ſame did Flouriſh, under their Government and 
Condut, in a Regulated Way of Trade, for above Two Hundred and Fifty Years, until 
Foreignets, in the Reign of King CHARLES the II. were indulged, and admitted 
to become Principals in Exporting thereof z fince which, few or no Exgliſh are concerned 
as Principals in the Trade for Ho//ard,but only employed as Faftors for the Dutch. Where- 
by the Woollen ManufaCtures have been Fal{ified and Debaſed, the Clothiers Marks altered 
and Exgliſh Merchants Seals counterteited. - 

That Foreigners, as ſoon as they can be Accommodated, Prefer their own Natives, to be 
their Fattors, who, moſt of them, live obſcurely, and bear no Charge to the Government. 

That the Clothiers have had Great Loſles by the Foreigners becoming inſolvent to a 
very conſiderable Summe. 

That the laying open the ſaid Trade about the beginning of the Reign of His preſent 

MAJESTY, and the late Queen of bleſſed Memory, hath not had its deligned Efte&, 

as is evident by the general Complaint of the Clothiers. 


That by the Preſerving and Supporting of this Company in their Trade to Germany, 
the following Benefits will accrue, vis. 


The Merchants Profit will be Secured to the Nation, which will otherwiſe go to 
Foreigners. 

The Younger Sons of the Gentry may be Employcd in this Trade abroad, whereas now 
the Sons and Servants of Foreigners are, and will be Employed here. 

The Reputation of the Woollen Manufacture will be kept up, and the Goods not ſuf- 
fered to be Debaſed, or go out altogether Unmanufattured, whereby a very great Num- 
ber of Handicrafts Men have of late been Impoveriſhed. | 

The Market abroad will be plentifully furniſhed with great Quantities and choice of 
Goods, as was formerly done. Whereas by the _ open that Trade, Exgliſh Men have 
been di (couraged from yoopeng their Magazines abroad fo fully ſtored, whereby the Mar- 
ket hat h not been (ufficiently ſupplied. 

The: Company's Priviledges at Hamburgh, which are very Honourable as well as Advan- 
ag_ is to the Nation, will be thereby preſerved, which if once loſt, will be irrecove- 
able. 

Th : Cuſtoms at Hamburgh, Inwards and Outwards, will, by the Stipulations made with 
that C ity, be prevented from being Raiſed, wherein the Members of this Company have 
greate r Priviledge, and pay much Leſs then their own Burgers ; but if the Company is not 
Suppc »rted, there is no doubt, but in a little time, the Cuſtoms there on Exgljb Commodi- 
ties w ill be advanced, and conſequently the Conſumption thereof will be lefſened. 

Th e Exgliſþ Navigation to thole Parts will be Reſtored. Whereas of late few or no 
Ezgli, 6 Ships have been Employed. 

Fo reigners will be Prevented from becoming the ſole Maſters of this Trade, and having 
the al >ſolute Command of our Markets, which can never be for the Intereſt of England. 

Ar id many other Advantages will Accrue to the Nation thereby. 


Tt 1ere can be no Reſtraint of Trade, or Want of Buyers, by paſting the Bill now de- 
pend ing, ſince therby all his Majcfties Natural Born Subjetts will be intituled to the Free- 
dom of this Society, for as ſmall a Fine as the Honourable Houſe of Commons ſhall think fit 
and e very Member, ſo coming in, may Buy and Sell as much as he pleaſes, every one Tra- 
ding . for his own Accouut. And many Eminent Merchants have declared their Reſolutions 
of co! ming into the Company when it ſhall be Eſtabliſhed ; and the preſent Members there- 
| of ha ve very conſiderable Stocks ready to be imployed in this Trade, when the Bill is paſſed. 

| W herefore, It is Humbly Hoped, that the ſaid Company may be Supported in their Trade 
direft ly to Germany. And that a Foreign Intereſt may not be preterr'd in Oppoſition to the 
True Intereſt of England: 
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I T is humbly offered that this Sealing of Foreign Silks and Stuffs as propoſed,tends 
| to the deſtruction of Trade , and in it (elf is ImpraRtieable. | For, canit be 
imagined that the owner of every Ship wherein ſuch'Silks or Stuffs are imported 
(if compell'd ro come to London to have them Sealed before their going tothe 
. Port to which they were bound ) ſhall not receive great damage thereby , in- 
aſmuch as Freight-mens Wages and ViRtuals mult be paid for ; which with demurrage will 
neceſſarily inhance the price of the Commodity. Beſides ſuch Sealing, (conſideringthe 
great quantities that are commonly imported together , and belonging to ſeveral Perſons, 
and bonnd for ſeveral Ports,) mult neceſſarily take up a vaſt length of time, and tend to 
the vaſt prejudice of thoſe which ſtay laſt for their Seals. | | 
- Firſt, By occafioning the loſs of their Market , which will be ſupplied by thoſe who 
are firſt ge a | p | farily | b on 
Secondly, By the great damage that ſuch Silk ' nece recave by lying at; 
Cuſtom-houſe , or 110g cut = , and cot each Piece , without which, they 
canno! come to the ends to Seal them , whereby ſuch Silks and Stuffs will be much creſs'r, 
ſullicd, 213d rumbled , which will much hinder the Sale. © - WRITE FS TT, 
A+:d Thirdly , It may occaGon the lofing of the Fabricks, by which the Merchants can 
only di.cove: the letigth and quality of his goods, and what they Coſt, and thereby judge 
at what price to Sell, h We! | 
Fo «ly; This may occafion great damage to the Merchant by the loſs of ſeveral Pieces 
of *1lks and Stuffs, which may amount to more than the advantage he can reaſonably ex 
p-<t by the Cargoe Imported, Let THTE | 
and Fifthly , The charge of miintaining of Servants, and others who muſt be imployed 
to atten fach Sealing , and the damage the Merchane ſuſtains by his Servants abſence 
(all ach-time) from his imploy at home, muſt without doubt be great ,. conſidering the 
vaſt time that the unfolding and folding up every Piece of Silks and Stuffs will take up. 
I I. Next conſider the inconveniencies that may happen by the making of every Piece 
forfeited that ſhall be found unſealed. _ | 35 
Suppoſe the Merchant ſhall cauſe every Piece to be Sealed, ſuch Seal js affixt but at one 
end, and may by accident be loſt off; or the Merchant. afterwards ſells to the Mercer, 
whoſe Cuſtomer makes choice to take ſome Yards from off that end to which the Seal is 
affixtz or ſuppoſe a'Countrey Chapman: will bay hatf-a Piece of Silk 5-and- make 
of that end ichia Sealed, either the Metcer mult as often as the. Seal is cut off- the 
Piece, catry the remainder to be- new Sealed at the Caiſtom-houſe , or-at Weavers:Hall, 
orelſe he 1s liable to have the ſame ſeized by. any perſon , who under pretence- of Search 
ing for French Ribbons and Laces, by the power inthe -feventh Paragraph of the Bil 
defired, ſhall come-into his Houſe , Shop ; or Warehouſe, and to _—_— trouble: and 
damage unfold all his Silks and Stuffs, and if he find any Pieces unſealed, 
them egy her Frag although = Remnants, ) 6 1: '3q v1 L ALITY 
This wi t multiplicity of Suits, occaſion vaſt expences, grea 1 Gomage 
: Trade, wire axe Phra frrowar dere of thoſe Commodities whi 
are the produR of our manufaQture of: Wooll, 4g King to a great charge to 
maintain Officers, to None On Mark ſuch! Silks and, Stuffs; and inſtead of 
advancing the King's Revenue ( ich at preſent he hath) will prejudice the ſame 
| above 200coli. per annum, by hindering the importation of (o.great quantities of 
Silks and Stuffs as at preſent are imported,qnd conſequently gg carrying out rear 
| quantiries of Cloth, Stuffs, Searges, Fiſh, Lead, and Tinz+and other Com- 
modities of the growth of our own Countrey now exported, 'and which pay the 
King a daty of Cuſtom upon their going out z the progugt. of which ſach Silks 
and Stuffs imported as aforeſaid, are," ' ; ; Ig as 
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Reaſons humbly offered againſt the paſſing of a Bill, Intiruled, A 7 
Bill for Regulating and Encouraging the Art of Weaving, ; ,, 


4 


| (2) 

Whilſt all foreign Princes are contriving to facilitate and encourage Trade, it is 
humbly hoped , nothing will be done in Eng/and to render the ſame burthenſom 
and difficulr, if not altogether impoſſible to be carried on. 

ILL As to the Weavers defires , That all Silks and Stuffs made in London, or within 
ten Miles , be brought to their Hall , cherEto be viewed, and Sealed, and to pay 

| for each Seal : and if any Piece be ſuld before Sealed, the 
Offerer or Patter to Sale, or the Buyer , (ifa Trader in that Commodity,) ſhall forfcir 
. for each Piece. 

This, as is hambly conceived, is, under colour and pretence of doing a publick gocd , 

a delign of the Weavers to create to themſelves a Monopoly by AR of Parliament, 
| The end propoſed by them , is to diſtinguiſh between foreign and our home-made Silk 
and Scuffs , and toencourage the Engliſh to make better Work. 

Will not every man make it his buſineſs to advance his own Intereſt and Trade , by 
ſtriving to make his Wares as good as hecan , and if poſſible to exceed the foraign-made, 
that ſo they being brought out of repute, he may himſelf have a greater Trade ? 

' The rather for that if he make not good Ware, he cannot ſell , then mult the Silk-man 
never be paid ; and what follows, but his Trade is thereby deſtroyed ? 
' © - Butthey donor prope that the ſhall not be affixed co any Pieces of Stuffs or Silks 
that donot hold our the true oo breadth, or that is otherwiſe deceirfully made z 


No, be they as falſe made, as light , as ſhort, as narrow as they will , bring them but to 
—_ and pay for a Seal, and then a Stamp ſhall be put upon them equall tg 
the . 

Andit'is to befeared , that ina ſhort time the Weavers Seals and Marks, if ſer up, will 
be ſold by the like meaſures , and at as eahie rates as the Aulnagers Seals are, which at this 
day give a greater diſturbance unto Countrey people,and diſcouragement ro the Woollen 
ManufaRure, then any thing that is on ſoot in England, 

Itis tobe obſerved, That leaſt the Weavers defigns ſhould be diſcovered, and their 
intended Monopoly prevented , they have ſubtilly taken off the Merchants Obje&jons by 

oviding that all Foreign Stuffs and Silks ſhall be Sealed at the Kings charge ; but the 
Lente-mcte Silk, made by poor men that can hardly earn bread for their Families, the 
ſealing of theſe muſt be paid out of their labour z which deſign they had on foot in 1640. and 
having then got a Pacent, demanded fiz-pence a Piece for Seals3 but that ſoon came to 
nothing. - . | 

It ;+ fambly offered, that the inconveniency,charge and loſs of time in coming to the Hall 
with every Piece to be Sealed, willbe great, and tend to the poor Weavers utter Ruine. - 

For if this be granted , then let their ner (as frequently now they are forced to 
do) come to them for a Remnant of Stuff or Silk before the Piece be fully wroughe c#, 
to match with any old Silk or Stuffs , or to Sell a pattern for a Suit or Gown , he muſt noc 
{ell this before he goes to the Hall, and waits (no man knows how long) there for a Seal 3 
by means whereof he is hindred in his work, and before he can retarn, the Mercer or his 

is as bark qatar09-hoge A by which both Weaver and Mercer are greatly 
prejudiced , the prejudice that a man ſhall ſuſtain in diſcovering his inventions and 
m—_—_ ins and penalti Counterfeiters of Seals and Stam ,and Sealing 

ITIIL. Astot | ties upon ps 
of Forejan Commodities as Home-made, if the Seal be not eſtabliſhed, the penalties fall 
if the Seals be eſtabliſhed, the Law ought to be _ But it is prayed, that confideration 
may be taken of the ſeverity of the penalty impoſed, Wh | 

. As tothe defire that all Merchants in London, or within Miles thereof, 

having any Silksor Staffs by them, ſhould before __ 7; 
bring in each Piece containing ten Yards, or aboye, to the Cuſtom-houſe, or to Weaver- 

Hall, tobe Sealed, wirhout paying any thing for Sealing. Ss 
This is the molt miſchievous and unreaſonable thing that can be imagined, very ha- 
 zardous w chargeable, and the greateſt inconvenincy that can be invented to fall 
ypon Tr ; | | 

For every man pays with a witneſs for Sealing , who ſhallbe forced to _ 
i$ 


63) 

his goods out of his Shop to Weavers-Hall , or the Cultom-houſe , and pay fect 
carrying of them and bringing them back,” and for Servants attending there till 
they can be Sealed : beſides the hazard and (which will be almoſt impoſſible to 
preveat) the loſs of many Oad Remunanes , and disfurmiſhing his Shop , loſing 
his Trade for the tume the goods are out of his poſſeſſion, and perhap's his 
Cuſthmers , for not having goods at home to furuiſh them with when they have 
occaſion; beſides the damage that will come to their Wares by tumbling, 
dirtying , ſullying , and otherwiſe as atoreſaid , it may prove greatly prejudi- 
cial to the Creditars of ſuch Tradeſman who may of late have had great lofſes, ard 
are ready to fail; for how glad would ſach beof having an oppertunity , under 
colour of carrying their Wares to be Sealed, to carry them and themſelves 
where they ſhall be out of their Creditors reach # 

VI. The next thing defired, which relates to Canterbury, Norwich, Exeter, Mancheſter, &c. 
their ſealing their Wares, and Workmen that live far daftaot in the Countries to bring 
their Wares to the next Corparation to be ſealed. | 

How unreaſonable and impraRicable this will be, is lefr coConfideration, And further, 
it is bumbly offered, that it is utterly to deftroy the poor-Weaver who lives remote from a 
Corporation ; for now the Merchant or his Fator come to their houſes, take their Silks 
or Stuffs from them as they make them, and bring their money bome to their doors z but 
for the future, either the Weaver muſt be without money till he hath madea good number 
of pieces,or elſe ride to a Corporation-Town with each piece he makes,there to be ſcaled; 
which may coſt him a days journey forward, and another backivard, the Conſequence is his 
ruins by the loſs of time from Work, the expence and charges of horſe and man, and the 
danger of lighting into Company, (which ſuch poor men are too much addicted unto,) and 
ſpeading his money before he come home,to the zmpaveriſhing of his Fanuly,vhich by ſuch 
means may at laſt come to be maintained by the Pariſh. 

VII. As cothe prohibition deſired from the uſe of the droad great Tape=loom, on pre» 
tence it hinders many people from Working which uſed to be employed in ſingle Loom, 
and make the Work the lighter, to the abuſing and defrauding of the Buyer. 

It is humbly conceived;the Parliament of Eng/«nd Will never paſs an At codiſcourage 
Ingenuity, hinder Invention, or to prohibit a man from making uſe of ſuch Inven- 
tion When found out, to confine oneman that be ſhall do no more Work than 
another, or thatif a man can make I6 pieces of Tape or Ribbon together , he 
ſhall make but one, whereby a young man that hath no charge ſhall earn as much 


as he that hath a Wife and 12 Children to maintain : This ſeems unreaſonable, the ' 


rather for that by this Invention the Commodity may be made as good and yer 
much cheaper, and enable England to furniſh foreign parts cheaper than chey can 
make them, And with theſe all Yarn from the Jadie; is wrought off here, 
which otherwiſe muſt be ſent intoHo//and to be maoufaRtured, from whence ir would 
be returned at cheaper Rates then without theſe Engines the ſame can be manufa- 
tured in England. Theſe Looms have been uſed above 60 years, many Families 
bred upto houſe of themgthat can uſe no other. 

If -now pur down, they and their Families are ruined, and great quantities of the Yarn 
imported muſt be exported, to the great damage of the King in his Cuſtoms. And 
which is worſe, the Engliſh cannot tranſport the ManufaQuures thereof, by reaſon they will 
be underſold by Foreigners. 

When yy invented, did it not put an end too, or take much from Writers em- 
ploy ments 3 was Printing therefore rr nope 
p Doth not the Weaving of Silk-ſtockings take off from Knitting ? is it therefore pur 

own ? 

VIII. As to what is defired, that a power may be put.into any perſons hand ſuſpeQiog 
any French Lace or Ribben in any Houſe, Shop or Warehouſe, that trades in theſe Com- 
modities by a Warrant from a Juſtice with a Conſtable in the day-time, to come into ſuch 
Houſe, Shop or Warehouſe, ſeiſe and take away ſuh Goods, deliver them to the Cutom- 
houle, there to be detained till the Owner proves them made in England ; Which if he do, 
he ſhall have double Coſts; it he do not, the Goods to be forfeited. 


IK 


Cn 


2 - (4) 
If this ſhould be granted, it would b: a power into every Weaver or other perſon 


that hath any prejudice to a keeper , Mercer, Milhner or Haberdaſher, to 
ruine him at pleaſure, come into hifHouſe upon ſuſpicion onely, and withour pro- 
ving any thing againſt them, ſeiſe his Goods, carry them out of his Shop, lodge them 
where 1t may not be in his power in four or five months to have them back, becauſe 
the Term may not come ſooner 3 nay, perhaps incapacitate him from ever having 
them, or being in a condition to proſecute his right, by dif- furniſhing his Shop, an 
thereby occafioning the loſs of his Trade and of his mers for want of them 
and when: he doth recover them , they may be out of faſhion, and fo lie dead 
on his hand, And it may go further, namely to ruine him in ns Credit and Ree 
putation, and be the occaſion that many a man that hives by his Credit, his ha- 
virg all his Creditors fallupen him, to his and his Famihes utter ruine. | 
. Ic. will be very hard to put this power into the-hands of 'every Weaver 'or Haridicrafts 
Tradeſman in London, and for their encouragement to give them two third parts of the Pe- 
nalties and Forfeitures, and the King onely one, howbeit it may have formerly been judged 
meet to be given tothe Farmers and Commiſſioners of His Majeſties Cuſtoms , perſons 
of Credit and Reputation, that cannot be imagined will do any ill thing out of prejudice 
to any particular perſon, | | | 
: And further this ſeems the harder , becauſe 'tis put upon-the Owner -to prove the 
Goods to be home-made z ſo that now every Shop-keeper whenever he buys a piece of 
Tape or Ribbon, muſt put che Sellerito prove and give Security that it is not foreign= 
made ; and if he ſhould do fo, that will not ſerve the turn, unleſs he prove it ſo when ic is 
ſeized. Suppoſe the Seller and the Buyer dead, - and the Commodities come ſto an 
Executor , how can they proveit? Milliners and Haberdaſhers buy their Wares at their 
doors of the Weavers and Lace-men. Suppoſe a a" pre ag Engliſh Weavers to 
ſell French Goods, the Weaver affirms them to be Engliſh s, the Shop-keeper buys 
them, they are afterwards (eized, the Shop-keeper proving them to be bought of an Eng- 
liſh Weaver, will not make them Engliſh » the Weaver may be dead, or if alive, 
* he may upon his Oath ſwear they are French z the Buyer knew not of it, for that he told 
-him they were-Engliſh. Yet (taking thiFto de the truch of the Caſe) muſt the Qungr of 
thoſe Goods forfeit chem?This ſeems unreaſonable,and will tend to the deftruRtion of Trade, 
xo the great:diſquiet of Tradeſmen, and there can no way 'be'found out how a Shop- 
ſhall deal ſafely with any Weaver or Lace-man for any of thoſe Commodities , if 
'the A& deſired ſhall be paſled, Ox RESORT: FE 
- - The prerence in thepreamble of the Bills is,that Weavingis of great uſe to the Kingdom, 
--  - andſo-in truth it is. And that by frequent importation of foreign-wroughr Silks 
and Stuffs,(moſt of which are conveyed in —rs rp, of duty;) Englith Artiſts 
are impoveriſhed, and the King of his duty defrauded. ' This 152 greac mitiake, for 
neither © many pieces of Silk, orſ0 or of ſuch/ſorts as are worn here,can be 
made :in England. And that the is not defrauded , -will evidently appear 
by the.Caſtomie-books of Loudon; Dover afid the.” Out-Ports. If there be any 
diſcour t tothe Weavers, __ the ons'.of ic themſelves, in that 
as ekng they neither can make ſo Silks or Stuffs, or ſuch ſorts 28 are 
»\ madebeyond the Seas, yerthey wall live higher and haye double the Wages,and after 
Ti all die poor, whilſt Foecighaga tp ivg upon hard Fare with half the Wages grows 
rich ; and this is the onely reaſon that wrought Silk from beyond Seasare afforded 
= cheaper then home-made 3 So that upon all theſe Accompts, it 1s Ju hoped 
the Bill will not pals, | Dy 1þ Se F | is, 
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| Reaſons ſhewing that the deſires of the Cloathiers,ar.d V Voollen ManufaQurersef Excraxd 5 


<& 


expreſſed long lince in their Petition prefented co the Parliament (againſt Ingrofling and Trattfporting 
of Wool and Fullers-Earth, and that none might uſe ir,but thoſe that make it into ManufaQures) will not be prejudiciall 


to the Grower;but greatly beneficiall tothe generall Trade of the whole Nation. 


Spaniſh Fasland, is not ſutficient to maintain the ſeverall ManufaQturers 
and Iriſh that are imployed about Woollin Eyland, as Cloathiers, Bay- 
Well, makers, Saymakers, Serge-makers, Cottons, Freezes,Pemtones, 

:mployed Purpetuanaes, Stuffes of Norwich of all ſorts,&c. Therefore ſeeing all muſt 

in ths beuſedbythem, the Grower may ſell allunlimited to price ortime. 

Natioua. 2. The Cloathiers aforeſaid, are conſtrained to buy the greateſt part of 
their Wooll, at or about ſhear time, when the poor Growers (if any there 
be) want mony.And that by reaſon of the Summer time, to get their Wooll 
home, to dye it,and dry it, fot the Winter imployment , for the poor which 
they imploy about it. To which end (when they ſell fortime) they ſo order 
it, astO have their mony due at ſhear time ; which debts when they carinot 

Neeceive,they procure mony upon their credit, or their goods by pawn. 


Witneſſe 1. T: befin withthe Growers, \V hereas theWooll of the growth of 


3. Ifthe Cloathiers atoreſaid muſt uſe all the Wooll, then the Ingroſers | 


would not by Wooll, except to ſell to the Cloathiers for great profit, or to 
tranſport it. | 

4. The Ingrofſers or foreſtallers do hinder the Cloathiers from going to 
the Grower, by reaſon they go before the Market,and prevent the Cloathiers 
comming there. 

5. The more theWooll is imployed into ſeverall ManufiQures,the greater 
price will be to the Grower;but if rhe Wooll be forſtalled,or ingrofſed,it wil 
hinder greatly thetrade of all the Manufacturers, and ſo the lofle redown2s 
to the Grower. | 

6. From experience,when for ſixty years and above, the Cloathiers only 
had the ſole buying of Wooll,they gave as good a price to the Grower,it not 
better, then ſince the Stapler,or Jobber had liberty to buy,tilltheſe ciltrated 
times. 

7. We hope the Growers, though many and great, do not ſv defire their 
own profits,as thereby to prejudice the genera!l trade of this Nation ; for ſo 
much W ooll as coſts the Cloachiers 1 2 1. of the Growers;will coſt them 161. 

more at leaſt,co make it into a Manufacture fit to be ſold in the Market. 

Laſtly,As for the fear of a Monopoly bythe Cloathiers,it is impoſſible, by 
reaſon of their multitude, and great Ciſtance one from another, through the 
whole Nation. They never were, or ever can be,in a ſociety or corporation as 


the Staplers are; and therefore can never agree to ingrofle Wooll, or hinder” 


the Grower of his price. The reaſonis, if one will not buy, another will, 


Thar ihe Woollen Manifofturers hating the ſole buying of Wooll, tends 
exceedingly much to the Nations good, 
LT His is, and muſt be taken for granted, as the foundation of the work, 
That all the woo!! that growes in En7/and,and more, witneſle, Spaniſh, 
and Iriſh,and Corton Woolls,'s and might be 17ent,or uſed in ſeverall Wool 
len ManufaQures in this Nuton ; as Cloth, Biyes, Sayes,Serges, Purpetua- 
ra2s,Scuffes of ſeverail fores, Freezes,Ccttons, Caps, Garters, Gloves, Stock- 
ings, &c. 
2. The vending of the aforeſaid ManufaQtures beyond the Seas, is it that 
cauſech ſo much and io many of theManufaRures,to be made in this Nation, 
which were heretofore made in other Countries, 


3. The cheapneſle or reaſonableneſle, of the prizes; and goodneſle of the | 


Commodity at the Market : is that which cauſeth ſo many of our woollen 
Commodiries,to fell beyond Seas, before other Countries, 

4. The many hundred Thouſands of people that are imployed in making 
the aforeſaid Commodities, doth cauſe fuch great quantities of goods, that 
are brought home in return of our Z»g/;jh Commodity; to be ſpent in Eng- 
lazd. And doth furniſh Merchants,with all manner of goods,to trade with all 
Nationsabroad. As (for one particular) the Silk that comes in return of 
Cloth, doth im _ many Thouſands, in making all manner of ſilken Com- 
modities,as Velwets, Plufhos, Sattens, Grograms, Lace; &c. which by ceafon of 
Trade, are uſed much in this Nation. Likewiſe all ſorts of Spices, Fruits, 
Furres, Sugers, Wines, dying ſtuffe of all kinds, Hemp, Flax, Pitch, T arre, Pot- 
aſnes,Cordage,with many other things ; nay,we may ay ren gel and ſilver, 
all which are ufed in this Nation, by reaſon of the Woollen Trade. 

5. The poor ofthe Nation, will, or may be governed, and kept from 
ſtealing if they have work. Bur if they want work, their neceſliries and idle- 
neſſe,doth often occaſion Rebellion and theft, with many other evills,as day- 
ly experience proveth. | 

6. It is the great-and chief cauſe of ſo much ſhipping in this Nation, 
And ſo many thouſands of Marrinersto be imployed about it. And likewiſe 
of fo much Cuſtoms to- be”paid in this Nation , to defray all the charge of 
them. All which are the walles and ſtrength of Eng/ard. 

But that Which chiefely, and eſpecially, doth prejudice and deſtroy, that rich and 

precions life of Trade in this Nation, is Ingriſſing and Tranſporting of 

|  Wooll axd Fullers Earth. 
y. F*: the Ingroſſers, Jobbers,and Bregger:, doe goe between the barkand 
the Tree j betweenthe Growers and the 24unfattwrers, ; and ingroſs 


| 


the greateſt part of the zcoll, and makes it ſv deare to the Clcthiers;rhat they ,/ 
canaot live upon their Trades, and maintaine the poore with work, nor bring 
their goods to the Market at reaſonable rates, ' ſo that the Merchants may 
carry them Cheap to their Markets beyond Seas, becauſe other Countries 
can afford cheaper then we, which is che maine hinderance to the trade of 
England, | 

2. The ngroſſers doe uſually abuſe and corrupt the 7Y0oll, when they have 
itintheir hands, and mix ſeverall Countries Woolls rogether, which deceives 
the Clothiers ; cauſerh much falſe and bad Cloth to be made in Engl.ond and 
conſequently bringerh our Engl:fh Commodity and Nation to be out of Cre- 
dit and eſteeme in other Countries, which deſtroies the Trade of England. 
Their corrupting and abufing of Wooll, hath been fully proved before a 
Committee of Parliament, | 

3. Whenthe /ngroſſers cannot have unreaſonable prizes for their Wooll,of 
the Clothiers, or the Manufattwrers ; they will, and doe Tranſport it beyond 
Seas,, and there its made into Manufactures, and cauiſeth many Workmento 
goe from hence, to beimpioyed there z which doth, nay , hath already ,al- 
moſt loſt the Trade of this once flouriſhing Nation. 

4. It occaſions much Frlers Earth to be Tranſported to other Parts ; 
both which heretofore were reſtrained by Law, and judged deſtructive to the 
Nation; but now frequently praftiſed and connived at, by many Covetous . 
Wretches and Enemies co their Countrey. It was a Principle that ruled in 
the mindes and hearts of Parliament men, in Edward the ſixth dayes, that the 
plenty of Wooll in E:g/2:d4,ſhould and ought to cauſe the cheapneſs of Com- 
moditics made of it ; andthereupon did forbid any to buy, but thoſe that 
made it into Manufacures, | 

They would not feed the greedy covetous mindes of ſome men ; but pre- 
ferred the cc minon good before all, 

But if it be objefted ro ſavour of a Monopoly. "1 

1. Scmething hath been ſaidto' ir, in the cloſe of our reaſons for the 
Weoll-Grower : yet more particularly in Anſwer to this Objection ; by dif- 
covering the nature and being of a Afoopoly ; which is, when one, or ſome 
few men, Doe ingroſle into their owne a#, a generall Commodity of the 
Nation, tothe prejudice of all the reft of the Common wealth, which are 
concerned ifit ; asin Sope and Salt of late; and ſo of any other generall ' 
Commodity whatſoever, 

2. But the JFeollen Mannfatturcys are not a few men ; but a very great con- 
ſiderable part of the Naticn ; and they buy the oo! to worke it into ſeve- 
rall Marsfztares. Which firſt and laſt tets the whole Nation on worke, in 
ſeverall imploy ments, in which the profit of the zeoll, is divided amongſt 
all Trade{men an1 Merchants. 

3. But if any one man, may buy #//, and fell it againe unwrought ; then 
any,or all men may do the like;1nd then the Fol will be Ingrofled into a few 
mens hands, to the great damage of the puplique good of all Tradeimen of 
this Nation, which is the true and proper nature of a Aſoropoty : as isin great 
part already begtin amongſt vs, and will be more practiſed by men that have 
money, and given to ſelfe-intereſt, againſt the Nations ke 

Secondly, Yet ſome may thizke it is againſt free Trade. 

1. If by free Trade, be raeant abſolute free Trade, without any limicati- 
on, or qualification at all, but every man doe what he liſt. Then we may as 
well tranſport Carne, Wee!,, and Fullers Earth , out of the Nation, as any 
other Commodity, And the Rich men may Ingrofle all the Corre, (and 
other things of livelyhood)) into their owne hands ; and no man ſay, why 
doe yee ſo. But its hoped, no man will deſire to have, or uſe ſuch a freedom. 

2. Then we humbly conceive, Free Trade muſt have its Interpretation, or 
limitation and bounds, which is the Nations good. Such freedome we plead 
for ; and have already madeit appeare, that our delires tend to it ; and a- 
gainſt choſe that hinder it with all their might, What hinderance is-isto-free + 
Trade (for Tradeſmen to have Freedome) to buy their Commodity at firſt 
and beſt hand ; and thereby enabled to ſet on worke, ſo many poore of the 
Nation, and make Commodities of it,* which the Law binds them to 
doe: and alſo be able to bring it at reaſonable prizes to the Market,and Mer- 
chants. And what but deſtruction to Free Trade is it,to ſuffer Ingroſſers and 
Ingroſling of the chiefe Materialls of Trade. ” 

Much might be added by more knowing experienced men ; but theſe are 
fora taſte. And are preſented tothe view and conſideration of all that love 
and preferre the Nations good, before their own private Intereſt, and in ſpeci- 
all tothe faithfull Patriots of this Nation; in whoſe hands it is to redrefle this 
grand evill, and from whom weexpeCtit,and pray forit ; ſo that infine, the 
Ingroſler and Tranſpogter of eel, is the cauſe of all the /bad and deare- © 
Cloth made in this Nation. | 

By Edmond Rozer in the behalfe of the Clethiers of England, 
February the firſt, 1 648. 
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after Proroguing, it was not perfected. : 
That the ManufaRurers of Wool have, and do continually preſs for a Redreſs of this Grieyance, and have ſeveral Petitions depending for 
;that purpoſe. 

That he Tranſporting of -our Engliſh and Triſh Wools is an occaſion for encreaſing the Manufatture of Cloth and Stuffs beyond Sea, for that otherwiſe 
-they would not be able to make Cloth or Stuffs fit for the Forreign Markets, there being a neceffity to uſe therein a great your of ſuch Engliſh or Iriſh Wools 
for thoſe purpoſes, as may and doth appear from the Accompt hereunder given from perſons of great Experience ; and one perſon eſpecially who hath 
cout in the ſaid Trade for upward of 3o years, and who formerly employed at leaſt 10000 perſons in the ſaid Woollen ManufaCtures. 

That by the Tranſporting our Wok, cocoun ement is given to-our Work-men to go into Forreign parts, who for want of a Trade at home are forced 
to tranſport themſelves beyond Seas, where they have greater wages to inſtruct others in that Art. : 

This occaſions a great loſs to the Kings Cuſtoms, a decay of the Navigation and Revenue of the Kingdom 3 for that 100 1. in the value of Wool ma- 
nufatured at home, may produce in Trade with the Return of it to the Stock of the Kingdom, ten times the value at leaſt, beſides the loſs of Employment 
to our People, and decreaſe of the ManufaQture of Stockings. ; : 

That ſuch Exportation is a great prejudice to the Farmers of this Kingdom, not ſo much Wool being mrouget here, the price thereof is much fallen 
and kept ander by reaſon Forreign Markets are ſupplied by ManufaQtures made abroad , whereas it was found by experience,that in the late times of 
Uſurpation, when there was War againſt the Dutch, the Tranſportation of Wool being totally hindred, Wool in England was then ſold for 38 7. a Todd, 
which is not now worth much more than half ſo much. * F: 

It is found by experience, that now great Quantities of Cloth and Sergesare increaſed in Germany, and other places, and great Quantities of Stuffs in 
Flanders, Hollandand France 9gwhich would fail if our Wools were not exported. 

That notwithſtanding there have been ſeveral Laws made with great Penalties to prevent ſuch Exportation of Wool , yet the ſame have proved 
thitherto ineffectual ; no ſufficient power or encouragement having been given thereby to fit perſons to look after the Breach of the ſaid Laws and ſhould 
not ſome proviſion be now made to that purpoſe, according as is prayed by the Generality of the ManufaQturers, no Law (as is humbly conceived) will 
.avail to remedy the ſame. 


It is therefore Humbly Prayed that a Committee may be appointed to conſider the ſaid ſeveral Petitions, with leave to bring in a Bill for Re-inforoing the 
former Laws, and preventing the Preſent and Future Miſchiefs both to Traders, and the General Trade of the Kingdom. 


h _—__—_ 
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A Sunwary Accower of the ogriety of Sorts of Wools which grow in England and Ireland, and withal bow 
uſeful every ſort is to the mokingof all Sorts of Cloth and Stuffs, and that without theſe Wools the like Mann- 
faFure cannot be made diff w tre beyond the Seas. | 


T7, is to be obſerved, that there grow in this Kingdom and in 1relz»d Wool of all ſorts and ſizes, Courſe and Middle, Fine and Super-fine, ſhort Wool, 

-the like-of long foethe Comb :-Qur fineſt Wool in _Exglazd is grown about Lymſter in. Herefordſhire, where is Wool from 18 4. to 2 5. 64, the pound 
riſing as in goodneſs, which isas fine in Hair as any Spaniſh Wool; and in Suffolk, and other places there is courſe Wool grown from 4d. to 64. the 
pound, and 1n every Shire in Ezgland there is variety of Sorts and Prices, according to the Paſtures, fit to make all ſorts of the manufacture of Stuffs as is 
now made, not the like in any part of the world beſide ; neither can the like ManufaQtures be fo made afy other where without our Wool. 

For if our Wool werealt courſe, we could not make Middlenor Fine Cloth ;'or were it all fine, we could not make middlenor courſe Cloth 3 or were 
it all ſhort, we could make no Worſted for Stuffs 3 or were it all long, we could make no Cloth z but being mix'd , as is ſhewn hereafter, there may be 
made Stutts an Cloth of all forts and prices. As for Example, | | | 

Firſt, To make courſe Cloth, we uſe all courſe ſhort Wool, but we take out of that the longeſt and courſeſt for our Warps and 
<< nd pow they the Choeges oy Cheanes, and the fineſt of that ſort for the Obbs to ſhut upon it, which being the fineſt and ſhorteſt, covers the Cheane, which is the 
whe wok: EN nd courſer, and makes a good ground 3 ſo when it comes to the Mill, the Cheane is covered not to be ſeen. 

'nz Sea, and the Obbs is that which is And when we makea ſecond ſort of the Cloth, we take the longeſt and beſt of the courſeſt Wool for the Cheanes, as is ſaid be- 
cunt bout the Quill, and put into. the fore, and (hut ſhort middle Wool upon it, and on this manner you may make a third, fourth or fifth ſort of fine or ſuper-fine Cloth 
'» beaten up in it; for ſo all Sw or According to the goodneſs of the Wool, the longeſt and the courſelt always for the Cheane ; you may make as many ſorts of Cloth 
Cloth is made, and the ſhort fine Wool as you pleaſe, by ordering the Warps and the Obbs, as.is declared, according to the finene(s of the Wool. 

© nuick ground, and coyers the Che, The like may be done with the long Wool for Combing, with which may be made Serges from 20 -. a peece, riſing to 107. by 
C"3n%to hold working than the othcr. Mixing the Wool as aforeſaid, taking always the longeſt and courſeſt Wool for the Cheanes of each fort, which holds beſt in work- 


ing, and the fineſt and ſhorteſt for the Obbs, becaule that covers beſt as well in Stuffs as in Cloth. 


But this cannot be done in Spaiv, where is none but ſhort Wool z for the Spaniſh Wool of it ſelf is ſo ſhort that it will hardly hold working 3 which if 
it doth, it makes a ſort of fine Cloth, which is like a Bayes, and ſoon worn out z but take our fine Lymſter Wool,or fine Iriſh Wool for the Cheanes, which 
is a longer Wool, and as finegsa Hair, and ſo ſtrong to hold working, andſhut the Spaniſh Wool for the Obbs, it makes excellent fine thin Cloth; and 
thus the French and: Dutch do with our Wool. 

Neither can it be done in France, Flanders, Holand or Germany, where the Wool is generally ſhort and courſe, or long and courſe (without our Wools) 
for our Wools ſpend away all their courſe Wools in all other parts, becauſe they uſe their own Wool for Warps for Cloth, and not for Stuffs, and ſhut our 
fine Wool upon it for their Obbs, which ſo covers the courſe Cheane that it cannot be ſeen, -and is the reaſon why our E#g/iſh Wool is fo deſired in all 
other parts beyond the Seas. 

So when they make any other ſorts of Stuffs beyond the Seas with Silk or Thred Cheanes, which is very often done, they muſt ſhut the Exglifh or Iriſh 
Wools upon it for their Obbs, becauſe the Wools which grow in thoſe parts, are ſo courſe, as is faid before, as it will not ſerve at all for Stuffs z by which 
it clearly appears, that with our Wool they do not only work up all their own courſe Wool, but their Silk and Thred for the Cheanes 'of their Stuffs 
—_—_ which are brought daily into Ezglard in vaſt quantities, and ſold as great Rarities, though here are far better, ſand more profitable made in our 

ountr CY» 


So that if we will but conſider what great quantities of Cloth and Serges are newly made in Leige in Germany weekly with our Wools which they havein 
great quantities outof Holand, and which they confeſs could not bedone without it, with which they furniſh you part of Germany and Flanders, 
which before bought our Cloth ; beſides the great quantities of all other ſorts of Stuffs which are made in Holand, Flanders and France, which could 
not be done with their own Wools ; we ſhall Bd of what great concernment our Wool is to them, and how highly it concerns us to prevent the Tran(- 
porting of it: Wearealways crying out and complaining of the Cheapneſs of Land and Wool, and the Deadneſs of Trade 3 How canwe expett a 
quick Trad ewhen the Wool which ſhould keep our people on work is daily carried into other parts ? Wherefore let us but prevent the Tranſportation 
of our Wools, and we ſhall ſoon find Trade will quicken here, Navigation and His Majeſties Revenue increaſe, Wool riſe, and the Trade of all thoſe 
ManufaQtures will grow leſs, and abate in all other parts a gr the Seas,and the French King will, be inforced to take off all the great Cuſtom ſet on 
our Engliſh Serges by him, But if it be not timely prevented, the Trade of this Nation by degrees will be carried into Forreign parts, neyer to be 
recoyered z which the MannfaFurers humbly pray may be prevented by the Wiſdom of the Parliament, 
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REASONS for the 

more ftrit probibi- 
tion of the T ranſpor- 
tation of WOOL. . 


3 Tg 
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For the Encouragement of the Conſumption of the 
Woollen Manufacture of this Kingdom ; Mu 
Humbly propoſed tothe Conſideration of the Par- 
liament, now Aſſembled ; That a Clauſe be added 
to the Bill depending, for Encouragement of the 
Woollen Manufacture, to Prohibit the making and 
Vending of Cane Chairs, Stools, and Conches, for the 


future; 


- 
hf, 
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And for Reaſons , are Humbly offered, 


I 


were generally made and uſed ; there were yearly 

made and Vended in this Kingdom aboye five thou- 
ſand dozen of Set-work, ( commonly called Turky-work Chairs 
though made in England,) and above twenty thouſand dozen of 
Cloth, Serge, Perpetuanoes, Chamlets, Bays, Kerſies, Norwich Chenis, 
and Kidderminſter-Prints, in the Caſes and Coverings ; whereof 
was ſpent above three thouſand Packs of Wool ; which Wool em- 
ploys ar leaſt thirty thouſand poor People. 

II. To fit theſe up for Sale,there was expended, above Forty 
thouſand pound ſterling of Silk Fringe, which Silk is the Product of 
our own Cloth Exported. 

III. To perfect thele for ule, there was alſo expended great 
quantities of Nailes, Girt-web, Sack<cloth, Worſted Fringe, Flax, Hemp, 
Hair, all of our own Growth and Manufacture ; and worth ma- 
ny thouſand of pounds, by which ſome thouſands more of His 
Majeſties Subjects gained their Subliſtance. 

IV. Great Quantities of theſe Chairs were Vended and ſent 
yearly beyond the Seas. | 


[. dk before the aboveſaid Chairs, Stools, and Conches, 


But ſince Cane Chairs, Stools, and Couches, which generally the 
Frames are made of French Walnut, and the Seats of Indian 
Canes, are become ſo much in uſe ; the Conſumption of Wool the 
Growth of this Kingdom, Silk and Ruſſia Leather, which is the 
ProduFt of Wool, is greatly decreaſed ; and above 50000 of His 
Maſjeſties Subjetts formerly Employed im the Manufattury thereof have 
loſt their Emyloyments, to the Ruine of them and there numerous Fa- 
milies. 

Wherefore it is moſt humbly prayed, That ſuch a Clauſe as is abovt- 
written, may be added to the Bill aforeſaid ; Nevertheleſs all 
is ſubmitted to the Wiſe determination of both Houſes of Parlias 


ment, 
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PROPOSAL 


For Preſerving and Encouraging the Woollen- 


 Manufa@nres in divers Partsof this Kingdom. 
bf 365 1& 
N \ \ [HEREAS very great Numbers of Forcigners, 
| as well as Natives of this Kingdom have of late 
} Years reſorted 'to the City of London, and Parts 
adjacent, and have ſer up the Making almoſt all ſorts of 
Silk, and Woollen Manufa&tures, to the great Prejudice of le- 
byeral remoter Parts of this Nation; and to the Debaſing 
of divers {orts of ManutaCturers, and Damage of Trade : 
Which Miſchic/s are daily Increaſing, and, if not timel 
Preverted, may prove very Deſtructive to the Trade of the 
' Woollen and Silz-ManufaGtures 1n the remoter Parts, and of 
very Dangerous Conſequence to this Kingdom, 


For Remedy whereof it is humbly Propoſed , 


H A T from and after the Day of 
no Perſon whatſoever ſhall be Imployed in the 


weaving of any Silk, or Woollez ManufaGures, within the 
ſaid City of London, or within Miles thereot ; but 
ſuch 'as are now Inhabitants therein, and have a Right ſo 
to do ; or ſuch as hereafter ſhall have a Right, by ſerving 


an Apprenticeſhip to the Weaving-Trade, within the ſaid 


City or Limits aforeſaid. _ 


Ys HAT no Weaver ſhall have above a Certain Num- 
- ber of Apprentices at any one time. 


"6 H AT all Apprentices be Bound at WWeavers-Hall in 
the ſaid City : And none Bound for leſs than Seven Tears. 


By which means the preſent Legal Workmen will be 
Preſerved and Incouraged in their Trades ; the Extravagant 
Increaſe of Weavers in the ſaid City and Limits, Re-' 
ſtrained ; the ManutaGures and ManutaGturers, - in the re- 


moter Parts of this Kingdom, Incouraged and Preſerved 
trom Ruine. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to C onſideration. 


A PROPOSAL 
FOR 

Preſerving and Encouraging 

THE 


— Woollen-Yanufacures 


In divers Parts of this 


Kingdom, 
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REASONS for adding a Clauſe to the Bill for 
Preſerving and Encouraging the Woollen and Silk 
Manufafures, &c. to except CaLLicor Manufadured 
in Great Britain, out of the intended Prohibition, 


humbly offer'd to the Hoa": flouſe of Commons. = Pr 


CET HEREAS the Bill depending before this Honourable Houſe, ſeems 
R Sj Wholly deligned to Prohibit the Wear of all Callicoe, as being 
prejudicial ro the ManufaCturers of this Kingdom, by depriving 
rhem of the Imployment whereby they ſubſilted rhemſelves and Fa- 
— miles; we humbly preſume the Excepting tuch as are Manutactu- 
red at home, will more ctjeQually anlwer the goo!! End deligned, and be a 
greater Advantage to the Nation, than a General Prohibition, 


T HE Callicoe hitherto Conſumed in Erzland were of a Foreign Growth, 
and ManutaQuured abtoad, So that our ManutaQturers never received any Ad- 
vantage by making them, but on the contrary, the Conſumption of a quanti- 
ty of our home ManufaQtures was thereby annually prevented, equal to five 
Million Yards of Callicoe or thereabours, which will be hereby ctF-&u- 
ally Remedied, and many Thouſands of the poor Imployei| in making 
Callicoe in Great Britaia ; And we humbly Conceive "tis not the Deſign of 
the Petitioners to prohibit the wear of a Commodity ſo ſuitably adapted for their Relief if 
Manufattured at hotie, but only as a Foreign Manufatture, 


THE Encouraging and Carrying on a ManufaQture of Callicoe here, will 
make a very great Addition to the Trade of this Nation, not only by Ad- 
vantagioully imploying many Thouſands of the Poor, bur by Supplying the 
Nation with a cheap and good Commodity for home Conſumption, thereby 
enabling us to ſend a greater quantity of our Woolen Manutactures to Foreign 


Markets, which we humbly preſume rends much to the General Advantage of 
the . Kingdom, 


BESIDES Cotton (the Commodity to be ManufaQtured ) being the pro- 
duct ot our Plantations, and even of that very Grouad which might oti.er- 
wiſe lye uncultivaced and walte, the Return for our Britiſh Wares and Com- 
modities by being made into Callicoe here, will valtly Improve his Majelty's 
Plantations, imploy great Numbers of People there, make a greater Demand 
ſor our home Manutattures, Increaſe our Exports and Imports, and Conſe- 
quently imyloy many of our ManufaQturers and Artificers kere. 


T H E Quantity of Callicoe conſumed Annuaily in Ezglad, being charged 
with a Printing Duty of Six pence per Yard, will raiſe a Revenue ot 125000 /. 
per Annum to the Government, each Weaver imployed herein, gaining by 8 Moderate 
Computation two Shillings to the Crown, for every Shilling he gets. for his own Laboar ; 
All which will be intirely Loſt, if this Intended General Prohibition rakes 
place. 


Upon the whole, We hambly preſume with great Submiſſion to your Honoars, that 
the adding a Clauſe to the Jaid Bill for encouraging ſuch a Mauufattare will be 
attended with theſe and many other conſiderable Advantages ; and therefore Hope 
will be Countenanced and Promoted by this Honourable Houſe. 


R EAS ONS. for adding 
a Clauſe to the Bill for 
preſerving and FEncou- 
raging the Woollen and 
Silk Manufaftures, &Cc. 
To Except Callicoc 
Manufatiured in Great 
Britain, 


Reaſons moſt Humbly offered 


by the Manufactures of the 

Coarſe Woollens of this Kingdom 

againit laying a greater Duty 

upon Buck and Doe-Sktins, Im- 

ported to this Kingdom, 7, 
C20 


[. i bs the Merchants Importing ſuch Skins are 


the Only Buyers of our Coarſe Commo- 
dities; as Kerſies, Kendal Cotton, Welch Cottons 


and Plaines, Duffels and Blankets. 


IL. That the Abatement in the Conſumption of 
theſe Coarſe Goods will pull down the Price of all ſorts 
of Coarſe Wooll, it being chiefly uſed in the making 
the ſaid Commodities. 


(HI. That the abating the Price of Wooll will muck 
Encourage Evil-diſpoſed Perſons to furniſh our Ene- 
mies therewith, it giving a good Price in France, and will 
be of little Value in England. 


IV. That the Abatement of this Trade will much 
Impoveriſh many Places in this Kingdom,which altoge- 
ther depend upon Making theſe Coarſe Commodities, as 
Wales, Kendal, and ſeveral Places in Vorkſhwe, and Witney 
in Oxfordſhire. 

V. The Abatement of this Trade would be very 
prejudicial tomany Handicraft Trades, as Dyers, Cloth- 
workers, Setters and Cottoners, the Latter of which have 
their whole dependance thereon, and does Maintain ſe- 
veral Hundreds of Families in this Kingdom, particu- 
larly in the Town of Salop. 
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KINGS MOSI EXCELLENT MAJESTY: 


AND 
To the Right Honourable the LORDS of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable 


— PRIVISSOUNCEH: 


The following REASONS againſt the Exportation of WOOLL, are humbly offered, 
By Francis Moncx. 


i # 


OOL is one of the principal Native Commodities of Exg/and and Ireland, and therefore the chief 
advantage thereof ought 6 redound unto the SubjeQs and Tahabitants of the ſame, and not to the Sues = 
we pee any other qr ogg nog wh <q 

The profit ariſing to the Nation by the Manufacturing of Wool, is very much greater than the 
ariſeth by the Wool it ſelf, which profit is wholly loſt nts this Nation, dp it inc the hands of * ron 
if the Exportation of Wool ſhould be permitted. 
The Exportation of Wool is a principal Cauſe of the Growers vending of it at ſo low a Rate, becauſe by one Pack of Exgliſh 
and Iriſh Wool, they improve in Forreign parts a double proportion of their own, which would otherwile be little uſeful. 


As may appear by the variety of the ſorts of Wool growing in England axd Ireland ; and withal, how uſeful every ſort is to the makins 
of all fires of Cloth and Stuffs, and without theſe Wools, the like Manufactures cannot be made any Ld dip Seas, wy, 


It is to be obſerved, there grows in this Kingdom, and in Ireland, Wooll of all ſorts and ſizes ; Courſe, and Middle ; Fine, and 
' Super-fine ; ſhort Wooll, and long Wooll for the Comb : Our fineſt Wooll in England grows about Lymſter in Herefordſhire, which 
is as finein Hair as any Spaniſh Wool; and in Suffolk and other places there is Courſe Wooll : In every Shire in Exgland there is 
variety of ſorts, according to the Paſtures, fit to make all ſorts of Cloth and Stuffs, not the like in any part of the World beſide ; 
neither can the like ManufaQures be made any other where u ithout our Wool, F 
For if our Wooll were all Courſe, we could not make Middle nor Fine Cloth ; or were it all Fine, we could not make Middle 
nor Courſe Cloth ; or were it all ſhort, we could make no Worſted for Stuffs; or were it all long, we could make no Cloth : But 
being mixed, as is ſhewn hereafter, there may be made Stuffs of all forts and prices. 


As for Example. 


Firſt, to make Courſe Cloth, we ule all courſe ſhort Wool, but we take out of that the longeſt 

You muſt note, that the Cheans or and courſeſt for our Warps and Cheans, andthe fineſt of that ſort for the Obbs to ſhut upon it, 

Warps is that which is wound about Which being the fineſt and ſhorteſt, covers the Cheane, which is the courſer, and makes a good 
each of the Beams of the Loombs which ground ; ſo when it comes to the Mill, the Cheane is covered not to be ſeen. 

goes through the Slea, and the Obbsis And when we make a ſecond ſort ct Cloth, we take the longeſt and beſt of the courſeſt Wooll 

that which is wound about the Quill, fx the Cheanes, as is faid before, and ſhut ſhort middle Wooll upon it, and on this manner we 


and rut into the Shuttle, and ſhut : 
threnah = Chan os r\ WFne £ make a third, fourth or fifth ſort of fine or ſuper-fine Cloth, according to the goodneſs of the 


in-ic; for ſoall Seoul or Cloth ismade, VV 09th the longeſt and the courſeſt always for the Cheane ; wecan make as many forts of Cloth 
and the ſhort fine Wool gets a thick 25 WC pleaſe, by ordering the Obbs and Warp: as 1s declared, according to the fineneſs of 
ground, and covers the Cheane, the the Wooll. 

ſong will not, but that is better forthe —The like may be done with the long Wooll for Combing, with which may be made Serges 


1m" to hold working than the o- from 205. a pecce, riling to 107. by mixing the Wool as aforefaid, taking always the longeſt 
cr, 


ww <a. 


which they furniſh great 


forts of Stuffs which are ma ts the. Tranſient _ | 
great Concernment our Wooll is to them ; and how highly it concerns us to pr anſporting of it, We would make bet- 


. t and complaining of the cheapnels of Land, and Wooll; and the deadneſs of 
ter Laws to prevent it. Vic ghar icy Art gs. hn the Wool which ſhould keep our People on Work, is daily carried into other 


err; es — on Work : ) No, it cannot be expe&ted : Wherefore let us but prevent the Tranſportation of our 


Woolls, and we ſhall ſoon find Trade will quicken here ; 
of all thoſe ManufaQuures will grow leſs, and abate 1N all oo Parth by 
take off the great Cultome ſet on our Engliſh ManufaQtures by him 3 w 
by degrees will be carried into Forreigh Parts, never. to be RECOVETE. . 


PA / 
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Some REASONS humbly Offered fo 
the Preventing the Exportation of Per- 
tuana's and Serges, White, -#4- 


w 


HAT notwithſtanding the Laws that are already in force againſt the 
Exportation of Wooll unmanufaQtured, great Quantities of the ſaid Ma» 
nuftattury, and (more eſpecially) Perpetuana's and Serges are daily ex- 
ported White, to the great Detriment of the Revenues of this Kingdom, 

by the Hindrance of the Uſe of ſeveral Commodities that pay conſiderable Duties 
to His Majeſty, viz. Logwood, Indico, Madder, Gauls, &c. which would 
be more freely Imported and Expended, if the ſaid Perperuans's and Serges were 
Prohibited from going out White, 

That ſince this Freedom hath been taken, there hath been a very great Decay 
in ſeveral Trades depending on the Woollen ManufaQtury, viz. Dyers, Setters, 
Preſſers, &c. by which Means the Poor of this Nation do daily increaſe and 
Periſh, for want of Work ; whilſt our Neighbour's Poor abroad, are not only 
Imployed, but their Mariners alſo, in any_ abroad our own ManufaQury ; 
by which Means in time, our Neighbours will be Maſters of this great Branch 
of our Trade, as is evident, there being a Draw-back upon the Cuftoms. of 
the ſeveral Commodities aforeſaid, when ſhipped off again; by which means 
our Neighbours are enabled thereby to under-ſell us in our own Native Com- 
modities in Foreign Markets: As for Example, 

A Ship of 300 Tuns Laden with Logwood for England, paycth for Cuſtom, 
beſides other Charges, 1500 /, The ſame Logwood ſhipped off again for 
Holland, draws back at the Cuſftom-Houſe 1200 1. and pays in Holland but 75 l. 
Cuftom ; by which means the Dyers in Holland have their Logwood 20 /. per 
Cent, cheaper than the Dyers in England. The ſame may be alledged as to In- 
dico, Gauls, and all other Dying Commodities; by which means our Neighbours 
are enabled to under-work us, and ſo of conſequence to under-ſell us. 

As to theſe Perpetuana's and Serges, ſome Perſons may objef that they are 
worn White abroad. In Anſwer to that, it is well known amongſt the Mer- 
chants of this Kingdom, That there doth not go to the Sereights, Spain, or Poy- 
zugal, One White to Five Hundred Died: And that theſe Engliſh Goods manu- 
factured by the Hamburghers and Dutch, do not give ſo good Content in thoſe 
Places where they ſend them, under the Denomination as ſuch as are manufaftured 
by our Nation ; and to make them have the better Face and go off the more eaſy, 
they imitate our Exgliſb Tillets and put our Exgliſh Seals to them ; and ſome- 
times Tillers painted and Seals are ſent from hence to put upon Engliſh Goods 
manufaQtured in Holland and Hamburgh, to the total Ruine of all Trades de- 
pending on the Woollen ManufaCctury. 

That if upon Perpetuana's and Serges a Prohibition be made, That none ſhall 
be Exported White out of this Kingdom, there will naturally follow theſe ſeveral 
Advantages. 


I. The great Advantage that will accrue to the Crown hereby, is evident from 
the great Quantity of Dying Commodities that will be Expended. It will Oc- 
caſion the ſmportation of the ſeveral Sorts of them, which pay conſiderable 
Cultoms when Imported, and preveat the Exportation of the ſame ; which draws 
back very conſiderable Sums, when Shipped our, 

IT. The great Advantage the Poor of this Kingdom will reap, in ſetting many 
Thouſands of them to work, who have been brought up in Trades imployed in 
the Woollen Manufattury, that by the Decay in their ſeveral Trades withia theſe 
very few Years, have not been able to get Bread for their Families. 

HI. That the Navigation by this means will be very much Increaſed, and the 
Nation's Credit again reſtored to this part of Our Woollen ManufaQuury, the 
Counterfeiting of Our Commodities abroad prevented, and our Ancient Trades 
depending upon Our Woollea ManufaQturies Encouraged. 


It is therefore humbly hoped, That your Honours will lay an Additional 
Duty ubon all Perpetuana's and Serges carried out of the Kinodom. 


Some REASONS humbly Offered for 
the Preventing the Exportation of Per- 
petuana's and verges, White. 


2.54 
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HAT notwithſtanding the Laws that are already in force againſt the 
Exportation of Wooll unmanufaQtured, great Quantities of the ſaid Ma- 


nutaQtury, and (more eſpecially) Perpetuana's and Serges are daily ex- 

ported White, to the great Detriment of the Revenues of this Kingdorn, 
by the Hindrance of the Uſe of ſeveral Commodities that pay conliderable Duties 
to Their Majeſties, viz. Logwood, Indico, Madder, Gauls, &c. which would 
be more freely Imported and Expended, if the ſaid Perpetuana's and Serges were 
Prohibited from going out White. 

That ſince this Freedom hath been taken, there hath been a very great Decay 
in ſeveral Trades depending on the Woollen ManufaQtury, wiz. Dyers, Setters, 
Preſſers, &c. by which-Means the Poor of this Nation do daily increaſe and 
Periſh, for want of Work ; whilſt our Neighbour's Poor abroad, are not only 
Imployed , but their Mariners allo, in carrying abroad our own ManufaQury ; 
by which Means in time, our Neighbours will be Maſters of this great Branch 
of our Trade, as is evident, there being a Draw-back upon the Cuſtoms of 
the ſeveral Commodities afageſaid , when ſhipped off again ; by which means 
our Neighbours are enabled thereby to under-ſcll us in our own Native Com- 
modities in Foreign Markets: As for Example. 

A Ship of 3oo Tuns Laden with Logwood for England, payeth for Cu- 
ſtom, beſides other Charges, 1500/. The ſame Logwood ſhipped off again for 
Holland, draws back at the Cuſfom- Houſe 12001. and pays in Holland but 751. 
Cuſtom ; by: which means the Dyers in Ho!land have their Logwood 20/. per 
Cent cheaper than the Dyers in England. The ſame may be alledged as to In- 
dico, Gauls, and all other Dying Commodities; by which means our Neighbours 
are enabled to under-work us, and fo of conſequence to under-ſell us. 

As to theſe Perpetuana's and Serges, ſome Perſons may objett that they are 
worn White abroad. In Anſwer to that, it is well known amongſt the Mer- 
chants of this Kingdom, That there doth not go to the Streights, Spain, or Por- 
tugal, One White to Five Hundred Dyed: And that theſe Eng/iſh Goods manu- 
od by the Hamburghers and Dutch, do not give ſo good Content in thoſe 
Places where they ſend them, under rhe Denomination as ſuch as are manufaQured 
by our Nation ; and to make them have the better Face and go off the more eaſy, 
they imitate our Exgliſh Tillers and put our Exgliſh Seals to them ; and ſome- 
times Tillets painted and Seals are ſent from hence to put upon Engliſh Goods 
manufaQured in Holland and Hamburgh, to the total Ruin of all Trades de- 
pending on the Woollen Manufattury. 

Thar if upon Perpetuana's and Serges a Prohibition be made, That none ſhall be 
Exported White out of this Kingdom, there will naturally follow theſe ſeveral 
Advantages. 

I. The great Advantage that will accrue to the Crown hereby, 1s evident from 
the great Quantity of Dying Commodities that will be Expended. It will Oc- 
calion the Importatic1 of the ſeveral Sorts of them, which pay conſiderable 
Cuſtoms when Imported, and prevent the Exportation of the ſame ; which draws 
back very conſiderable Sums, when Shipped our. | 

IT. The great Advantage the Poor of this Kingdom will reap, in ſetting many 
Thouſands of them to work, who have been brought up in Trades imployed in 
the Woollen ManufaQtury, that by the Decay in their ſeveral Trades within theſe 
very few Years, have not been able to get Bread for their Families. 

III. That Navigation by this means will be very much Increaſed, and the 
Nation's Credit again reſtored to this part of Our Woollen Manufa&tury, the 
Counterfeiting of Our Commodities abroad prevented, and our Ancient Trades de- 
pending upon Our Wooellen Manutatturies Encouraged. 


It is therefore humbly hoped, That a Prohibition ſhall be from 
FExporbino all Pernetuana's and Serves. White. 


*he Pre- 
ble 1. 


, A Regi- 


tof Wool. 


To the Right Honoutable and the Honourable the Houſes of 
LORDS and COMMONS. 5 


An Abſtract of a Scheme ready for A Bill for preventing the Exportation of Wool, purſuant to the 
Bill that was left in Suſpence when the laſt Gellons of Parliament was Prorogued, humbly preſented upon the 
approbaticu and defires of the Traders in the Woolen Manufatluries of moſt of the great Cloathing Towns in 
England. By JOHN GOODWIN, Gen?. 

A F 

HE Draught or Scheme above mention'd ſheweth, that notwithſtandins the gr 

Majeſty, and the many good Endeavours of both Houſes of Parliament for 2. nadtryhe a 

portation of Wool ; yet the ſame Evil practice 1s ſtill notoriouſly Continued, as evidently appears 

by the ſeveral Seizures made thereot, and the vaſt Quantities latcly conveyed into Calis, Dunkirk 

ig. - and ogg __ in Hqaes . ; F 

or Prevention whereof, that the Inſpes ion and Repiſter of Wool in the Countics of Xx 
hath in ſome Meaſure reduced the "Ton Hes Cuſtoms .. thoſe Parts, be made general bs ay or gar Bogan 
diſtance ot the Sea, and Borders ot Scor/and, with ſuch a Proviſoe, that the fame may be no ways inconvenient 
to the Traders in the Woollen Manutacturies, and that the ſaid Regiſter be made more Effetual: And alſo for 
further Demonſtrations and Provifoes againſt wrong Notions in Seizures of Wool ſuppoſed for Exportation 
whereby the Owners thereof have, and may be put to trouble and ſuffer through Innocence or Caſualties that 
ſeveral Sentences beyond the capacitics of Indifferent Perſons be rectified and more tally Explained, as for In- 

ſtance; lt is appointed in the 14th of King Charles 11; page 16, That Wool being Carried or Laid within ſuch a 

diſtance of the Sea or Navigable River, with an intent to be Exported ſhall be liable to the penalties Inflited, which 

Expreſſion hath no Demonllration, and allo in the ſaid At Page 20, 7hat as. Wool Carried or Conveyed rom the 

f-/t of March to the 29th of September, before the hours of Four ih the Morning, cr after the hours of Eight in the 

Evening ſhall be Forfeited, and from the 29th of September to rhe 1/t of March, from Five in the Morning tilt 

Seven in the Evening in like Manner, which may happen by tlie ſudden lameneſs of a Pack-horſe, the overturnin 


_ of a Cart or Waggon. or the breach of a Wheel or Axel-tee, &c, Blanks are therefore left to be filled up with 


 }. Waolto 
wzey and 
wernſey re- 
ced. 


Wool 
om Ireland. 


5- Reduce 
i& Conſum 
10n. of [1- 
a Comadi- 
'S. 


6. Security 
for ſmall vel- 
ſels at Sea, 

7. Com- 
miſſioners or 
Managers. 

$. Reim- 
burſments 
for Ofhcers 
deputed 
without Sa- 


lary. 


Laſtly, 


ſuch Demonſtrations as ſhall be thought convenient ,_, 


Whereas in the 12th ot King Charles the II, Page the 11th it is appointed, That Three thouſand th 
Tod of Woot, and no more, ſhould be Tearly a Ps 4 the Iſles of Jari and Guernſey, and als chic by iſtcke 
or otherwiſe, It is inſerted in the Firit 1 14,5 pretent Majelty and the late Qieen, Page 33. That double the Quan- 
tity aforeſaid ſhould be conveyed to thojo [la:ds, which may probably with inuch more under colour of the ſame 
allowance be conveyed to Forcign parts ; tor prevention w iereot that. the ſame be reduced, and that what ſhall 
be allowed for tlic future, be of the Growth of the Ile of Wight, the Produ& whereof ſeeming ſufficient both 
inQ :27tity and Quallity, but it tall ſhort to Le made up trom the Port of Southampton only. 

1 0 Encourage the Importation of Wool irc m 7re/and, ard that the fame may be teneficial to the Traders in the 
furthermoſt Parts from them in F-glazd, that it may be allowable to Land the ſame at the additional Ports of 
London, Exeter, Cotcheſter, Ipſwich, and Tarmouth, during the Time of Peace; and ro be Confined to the fors« 
met Ports only at the breaking out of a War. 5 

To Reduce the vaſt Quantities of /z4:4 Comodities lately Worn, which appears a great prejudice to the Tra- 
ders and Dealers in the Woollen ManufaCturies of this Kingdom, eſpecially the Ancient and famous Artiſts in 
the City ot Norwich and County ©t Norfolk, whoſe genious hath cenltantly ſupplyed this and other Nations with 
Variety of things as proper for the ſame uies, and much more Warm and Subſtantial, But for weighty conſider- 
ations it hath happened to the lurther prejudicerhereot, that a New Ea/? Iz4ia Company hath been lately eſta- 
bliſhed, which obligations ought to be fulfilled and likewiſe the Sraple Comodity of Ergland upholden and 
Encouraged, Blanks are rherefore left to be filled up with an additional Duty upon /ndzz Comodities, or a Prohibi- 
tion of the home Conſumption, and that the two Companies be of an equal Bottom of Traffick, and that the 
Injurcd Traders receive ſome benefit thereby, by the New Company being obliged to Tranſport Yearly as much 
of the Woollen ManutaQturies of this Kingdom as the Former. And tor the further Encouragment of the Traders 
atorcſaid, and the better Regulating and Contriving our home ManufaCtury, for the ſervice of the Publick and 
Reputation in Forcign Parts, that Clothicrs, Weavers and Wook-comers being all coherent, be eſtabliſhed One 
general Charter. 

That the Maſters of all ſmall Coaſting Veſſels or Boats do give ſecurity, that they or cither of them will not 
be afting, aiding or aſſiſting, in the Exportation of any Wool, &c. out ofthis Kingdom. 

That do appoint to put this and all former Laws for preventing the Exportation of Woot 
in Execution, and that there be a Sum of per Ann. appropriated and paid tor the Detraying of the Charge 
of the Managment atorelaid. | 

Whereas it doth appear that a great many Deputations for preventing the Expottation of Wool have bcen lately 
granted, by vertue of an Act of Parliament, wherein no Sallary is appointed, and that ſeveral Perſons have tor fool: 
their former Imployments, and left their Habitations and Famalies, and have been at great Charge and Expence 
in Entering and continuing the ſaid ſervice in ExpeQtation that a Sallery would be ſettled for that purpoſe. 
Wherefore it is hereby appointed that there be an Examination and Enquiry made of the ſervice aforeſaid, and 
that ſuch as ſhall make appear, or a fſatis|aCtory account given of their ſervice, Care and Diligence in their Poſts 
and Stations, may receive an anſwerable reward, and be turther Encouraged as tound quallified, 


Humbly to acquaint that the Preſenter hereot was the Compoſer of the Firſt method of this nature Conſtituted 
in the Eight of his preſent Majeſty, and alſo of the Bill prefented the laſt Seſſions of Parliament , in tlic 
Name of the Commiſſioners tor preventing the Exportation of Wool, and that he hath Travelled Nineteen 
hundred Miles within this two Years laſt paſt, to Diſcover where and how Wool is in moſt danger tobe Exporte, 
and to Conſult the Grievences and Conveniences of the Traders in the Woollen Manwiacturics in moſt of the grear 
Cloathing Towns in England, who have ſent up their Certificates Relating to the ſame to be prelented tor {1.2 
peruſal ot both Houſes Aſſembled, With Submiſſion, 
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An 
ABSTRACT 
OF A 
Scheme for Preycnting the 
Exportation of W O ©L, 
humbly preſented at the 
Requeſt of moſt of the 
Principle Traders and De- 
lers in the Woolling Manu- 

facturics of England. 


REASONS<= 


decal £. AUAINST--A E#/ 


Limitted Exportation of WOOL, 


UUMNDELY OFFARRED 


_ To the Conſideration of tbe Honourable Houſe of COM MONS. 
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Lthough the Exportation of Wool, hath in former times been allowed , when our Engliſh Manufatture was not brought to that 
height and perfetion that now it is; yet it follows not that there ſhould be no reſtraint to it in ſucceeding times, when a 
conſiderable part of the Nation have ſolely applyed themſelves to the Managery of that Afﬀair, the conlequence of that very 
Allowance was much deftruQtive to the Kingdom ; ſo that the Experience of latter Times, convinced the Supream Authority of the 
Nation, of the neceſſity of making thoſe ſevere Laws which are now in force againſt it, and thougha greater Number of Statutes might be 
produced againſt the Exportation of Wool, than for it, yet the Queſtion is not what was fit to be done in thoſe Times , but what is neceſſary 
now, as the preſent State of the Kingdom ſtands. 

If it be alledged , That there is a ſuperfluity of Wool, which cannot be Vended, for want of a quicker Vent of Cloth, and therefore 
neceſſary to be Exported: Exportation of Wool is the grand Cauſe, it having been made appear , That by the means of one Pack of Engliſh 
and Iriſh Wool, Tranfported beyond the Seas, our Neighbour Nations have Improved a double Proportion of their own , which would 
otherwiſe have been little ufeful; and it would be wiſh'd , That the AG for Burying in Woollen, might be triftly put in Execution , the more 
to promote the Conſumption. 

If it be concluded, That it is impoſſible to hinder Exportation ,--and that no Laws can be made to reſtrain it , therefore better to admit it : 
It is Felony toSteal other Mens Goods , fome yet will Steal: It would be a ſtrange Inference therefore , tomake no Laws againſt Stealing, but 
let all Steal that will. 

If a Liberty be granted for Exportation of Wool, and a conſiderable Duty impoſed ypon it, whereby it may amount to a greater Rate 
bo Forreigners,than to His Majeftics own Subjets ;z this will put themupon their old Artifice of Clandeftinely Tranſporting it, to ſave the Charge 
of the Duty. | 

And _ it is affirmed , That a Limitted Exportation of Wool would increaſe His Majeſties Cuſtoms, and raiſe the Price of Lands, &. 
It's Humbly conceived , the effet of it would be direQtly the centrary; for Firft , The Cuſtoms upon the ManufaQures Exported, and the 
Materials uſed in the Making thereof Imported , do amount to more , than in Reaſon will be thought fit to be Impoſed upon Wool : Beſides the 
Cuſtoms of thoſe vaſt quantities of other Goods which are brought in by reaſon of our Exported ManufaQures , would in pn part be loſt to 
His Majeſty ; for though it be allowed , that the Exported Wool would bring in fome fach Goods , yet a Pack of Wool Unwreught at Ten 
Pounds cannot bring in ſo much as the ſame Pack Manufattured , which will be at treble the value; and if the Kingdom loſe Twenty Pound by 
every Pack of Wool Exported , (as is beyond all contradi&tion demonſtrable) it's conceiv'd no Man can have reaſon to fay that His Majeſty will be 
a gainer thereby. 2. As to Raiſing the Rents of Land , If the Grower ſhould make ſome advantage for a ſhort time , It is but like the Feeding 
of a Man plentifully for a Day, and Starving of him afterwards: For if an Exportation be allowed for ſome Months , it will be the ſame thing, as 
if there were no Prohidition ar all : For thoſe Forreigners, who ſhall have liberty to Buy and Export at certain times, will not want Agents 
amongſt the Manufacturers themſelves , to Ingrols the Wool for them againf the times of Allowance: Andſo the whole Trade of the Kingdom 
will be immediately loſt : And thoſe Multitude of Families which depend thereupon , muſt be conſtrained to follow the Wool , where it is to _ 
be Manufaftured : The conſequence whereof will be the Impoveriſhing, and Un-peopling of the Kingdom. 

In Edward the Second's time , before the Woollea Manufa&ture came inte this Kingdom , Rents of Arable Lands in the beſt parts of Gl-cefter- 
ſhire were but at 64. per Acre per anmwm, Paſture Landsat 18 4. Meadow at 4s. as may be ſeen in the Exchequer Rolls, 9. Edw. II. N*. 63. 
Which Arable Lands, have fince been at 8 s. per Acre per annum , the Paſture 20s, the Meadow 40 5. principally occaſioned by the Prohibition 
of the Exportation of Wool, and the increaſe in this Nation of the Wollen ManufaQure. 

Edward the Third , was the firſt that brought into this Kingdom the Woollen ManufaQure , and by a Statute in the Eleventh Year of his 
Reign, it was made Felony to Tranſport Wool , and confirm'd ſince by divers Statutes : Now if a Limitted Exportation ſhould be granted , it's 
probable, the Lands may return to the fame Price as in Edward the Seconds time. ; | 

It is ſaid , That there was no Complaint ff the want of Wool, until 1647 : To which it is Anſwered , That the Reaſon of that may partly 
be imputed to the Exportation of our Wool , which gave opportunity for the ManufaQuring of it, in ſuch Places where our Cloth was formerly 
Vended ; and partly to the Calamity of our Civil Warsat home in thoſe Years , which hindred almoſt the total uſe of the ManufaQure : But 
now there being a ſufficient number of Manufacturers in the Kingdom , and Multitudes of Poor, who are ready to Starve for want of Imploy- 
ment; It'is Humbly conceived to be the prelent Intereſt of the Kingdom, to indeayour to the utmoſt the keeping of our Wool, _ the 
ManufaQuring of it to our ſelves, and preyent the uſe of it in other parts of the World; eſpecially conſidering , how ſtrange and deplorable 
a thing it would be , if at this inſtant time , when the French King , and other Neighbouring Princes and States, are indeayouring by all imagi- 
nable Artifice and vait Expence , to erect and increaſe the Woollen ManufaQuure in their Dominions (which without the uſe of our Wool, they 
can never perfe&ly accompliſh) We our ſelves ſhould contrive a way for the perfeting of their deſign , by delivering that ineftimable Jewel into 
their hands. 

Another Reaſon of the preſent abatement of the Price of Wool, is the French Kings extream Impoſitions upon our Manufacture twice doubled 
fince His Majefties happy Reſtauration , that ſeveral ſorts of Cloth pay from 25 to 50 per Cent , whereby is prevented the Exportation to His 
Dominions, in value above Four Hundred Thouſand Pound Sterling per 471% , as alto his Incurſions upon Germany, and the Netherlands, whether 
heretofore was Shipt off from the Port of London go000 Cloths per annum , and for theſe Five Years laft paſt , not above 20000 per ammm. 

There was not more Art and Skill uſed by our Anceſtors to bring home the Work at firft to tke Wool, and Prohibiting the Exportation 
thereof , and ſetting the ManufaQuring in Exglard, than is now to Export the Materials UnmanufaQtured. 

So it is, that for ſome Years paſt, t 60s of Forreigners toInrich themſelves upon us , hath ſo much exceeded our Care to preſerve our 
ſelves , that itis now come to, if not beyond a Queſtion, Who have the greateft benetit of the Manufature of Engliſh Wool, they who have 

.no right unto it , or they to whom the right doth belong. | 


Te 


REASON 


AGALNS SE: -.L.HE 


I/ t- 


XPORTATION 


Engliſh and Iſh W O O L, 
Humbly offered to the Conſideration of the Honourable Hoyſe T COM MONS. 


. Ool is one of the principal Native Commodities of England and Ireland, and that therefore the chief benefit and adyantage thereof ought 
to redound unto the Subjets and Inhabitants of the ſame, and not to the Subjets and Inhabitants of any other Realm what- 
focver. 

The profit ariſing to the Nation by the Manufafturing of Wool, is very much greater than the profit that ariſeth by the Wool it 
felf , which profit is wholly loſt unto this Nation, and put into the hands of Foreigners, if the Exportation of Wooll ſhould be permitted. 
The Exportation of Wooll is a principal cauſe of the Growers vending of--it at {6 low a Rate, becauſe by one Pack of- Engliſh and 1r:ſh Wooll, they 
improve in Forreign parts a double proportion of their own , which would otherwiſe be little uſeful, | 


eMs ear by the wariety of the ſurts of Wool growing -in England and Ireland; and withall , how uſeful every ſort is to the making of all ſorts of 
Cloth 6. "#7 and —_s theſe Wools , the like ann alture can:or be made any where beyond the Seas. 


It is to be obſerved , there grows in this Kingdom and in /reland, Wooll of all forts and ſizes; . Courſe, and Middle; Fine, and Super-fine; ſhort 
Wooll, and long Wooll for the Comb: Our fineſt Wooll jn ray grows about Lymſter in Herefordſhire , which is as fine in Hair as any Spemſh Wool z 
and in Suffolk and other places , there is Corſe Wooll*"In every-$hirs igf\England there is variety of ſorts, according to the Paſtures ,. fit to make all ſorts of 


-Stuffs, not the like in any part of World beſide; neither can the like ManufaQtures be made any other where without our Wool. 


For if our Wooll were all Courſe we could notmake-Middle nor Fine Cloth; or were it all Fine , we could not make Middle nor Courſe Cloth; or were 
itall ſhort, we could make no Worſted for Stuffs; or were itall long , we could make no Cloth: But being mixed, as is ſhewn hereafter, there may be 
made Stuffs of all ſorts and prices. 


A's for Example, 


Firſt, to make Courſe Cloth , we uſe all courſe ſhort Wool, but we take out of that the longeſt and courlſeſt for 


You unat note, that the Cheanes or 
Warps is that which is wound about each 
of the Beams of the Loombs which goes 


- through the Slea , and the Obbs is that 


- covers the 


which is wound about the Quil, and put 
into the Shuttle, and ſhut through the 
Cheane , and ſo beaten up in it; for ſo 
all Stuffs or Cloth is made ; and the ſhort 
fine Wool gets a thick ground , and 
heane, the long will not, 
but that is better for the Cheane to hald 


- working than the other. 


our Warps and Cheanes, and the fineſt of that ſort for the Obbs to ſhut upon it , which being the fineſt and ſhorteſt , 
covers the Cheane, which is the courfer, and makes a good ground ; ſo when it comes to the Mill , the Cheane is 
covered net to be ſeen, 

And when we make a ſecond fort of Cloth , we take the longeſt and beſt of the courſeſt Wool for the Cheancs, as 
is ſaid before, and ſhut ſhort middle Wool upon it, and on this manner you make a third , fourth , or fifth ſort of fine 
or ſuper-fine Cloth, according to the goodneſs of the Wool, the longeſt and the courſeſt always for the Cheane ; you 
may make as many forts of Cloth as you pleaſe, by ordering the Obbs and Warps as is declared , according to the 
fineneſs of the Wool. 

The like may be done with the long Wool for Combing , with which may be made Serges from 205. a peece, riſing to 
10 |, by mixing the Wool as aforeſaid , taking always the longeſt and courſeſt Wool for the Cheanes of each ſort , which 


holds beſt in working , and the fineſt and ſhorteſt for the Obbs , becauſe that covers beſt, as well in Stuffs as in Cloth. 


But this cannot be done in Spain, where is none but ſhort Wool, for the Spaniſh Wool of it elf isfo ſhort, that it will hardly hold working , which it 
it doth , it makes a ſort of fine Cloth , and ſoon worn out ;, but take our fine Lymſtey Wool, or fineſt Iriſh Wool for the Cheanes, which is a longer 
Wool, and as fine as a Hair, and fo ſtrong to hold working , and ſhut the Spaniſh Wool for the Obbs, it makes excellent fine thin Cloth ; and thus the 
French and Dutch do with our Wool. 

Neither can it be done in France, Flanders, Holland,or Germany, where the Wool is generally ſhort and courſe,or long and courſe, (without our Wools) for our 
Wools ſpend away all their courſe Wools in all other parts, becauſe they uſe their own Wool for Warps for Cloth, and not for Stuffs, and ſhnt 
our fine Wool upon it for their Obbs, which ſo covers the courſe Cheane that it cannot be ſeen, and is the reaſon why our Engliſh Wool is lo defired 
in all other parts beyond the Seas. 

So when they make any other ſorts of Stuffs beyond the Seas with Silk or Thred Cheanes, which is very often done, they muſt ſhut the Engliſh or 
Iriſh Wools upon it for their Obbs, becauſe the Wools which grows in tholſ+- parts are fo courſe, as is ſaid before, as it will not ſerve at all fox 


Stuffs; by which it clearly appears, that with our Wool they do not only work up all their own courſe Wool, but their Silk and Thred for the 


Cheanes of their' Stuffs likewiſe, which are brought into Englard , and fold as great Rarities, though here are far better , and more profitable made 
in our Country. 

If the Eertation of Wool ſhould be permitted , it is not likely it can amount to that value as when it is ManufaRured here, conſidering the 
cuſtom impoled upon Cloth outward, and alſo upon the uſeful Materials for its Dying and Dreſſing inward, to wit , Coucheneale, Indico, Madder, 
Oyle, Teaſels, ſeveral forts of Wood, &c. tending much to the Augmentation of His Majeſties Revenue, to the increaſe of our Navigation , 
and the Trade of our Forreign Plantations. 

By the Exportation of Engliſh and Iriſh Wool , our Neighbour Nations imploy ,in the ManufaQure thereof their own Poor , ſupply Forreign Markets , and 
reap a great advantage , which if here Manufactured , would redound to our ſelves. 

Our Wool being Exported , our Trade is Exported allo, and Thouſands of our ManufaQurers have already followed, and more will follow to ſupport 
:hemſelves and Families, which will tend much to the unpeopling of our Nation , and conſequently to the great abatement of the Rent of Lands, which 
will greatly tend to the loſs and prejudice of the Revenues of the Nobility and Gentry of this Nation. 

By the effeftual Prohibition of the Exportation of Wool, it is humbly conceived, the Price of Wool would conſequently riſe, the Grower have a 
higher Rate and readier Vent, the Poor of this Nation be fully imployed and maintained; the Trade of Merchants much bettered , the Navigation 
increaſed, and conſequently the Riches and Stock of the whole Kingdom be much advanced. 
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REASONS 


Humbly offered for Preventing 


- The Expoztation of Wool, 


And for Encouraging 


\ FREE TRADE 
Engliſh Woollen Manufacture - 


Flanders; Brabant, Zealand, Holland, V Veſt and Eaſt Friezland, Germany, 
Switzerland , and Hungary. 
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Very Nation beyond the Seas encourage the Exportation of their own Commodities, and their Markets are 

open and free for all Buyers, becauſe they enrich themſelves thereby. And certainly it 1s the Intereſt of this 

- Nation to prohibit the Exportation of Wooll, and to invite all Perſons to Buy and Export the Woollen 

Manufacture of England; for that a Pound of Wooll, when wrought, yields ten times the value of the 

Wooll, and many Thouſand Families are maintained thereby , there being many ſeveral Trades whoſe 

livel-hood depend upon the Woollen Manufacture (»iz,) The Waſher, Shearer, Picker, Comber, Spinner, Knitter, Wea- 
vcr, Cloth-worker, Tucker or Dreſſer, Fuller, Drawer, Napper, Kalendcrer, Dyer, Setter, Preſſer, and Packer. 

Several Statutes have prohibited the Exportation of Wooll unmanufactured for the better ſetting on work the poor People 
of this Kingdom,and tothe intent the benefit of working the ſame into Cloth ScargesStuffs,Bays,Kerſies, Blankets, Hats,and 
Stockings, may come to the Subjects of this Kingdom , and not to Forcigners. For the ſame Reaſon the obſtructing 
the Exportation of thoſe Commodities, when wrought, is injurious tothe Crown , and deſtructive to the Subject ; for 
it is plain and obvious, that the hindrance of the Exportation of the woollen Manufacture prevents the conſumprion of 
Wooll in this Kingdom,and brings down the price thereof, and empoveriſhes the Subject, ſo that he 1s not able to pay his 
Rent ; and conſequently the muſchicf falls on the Nobility and Gentry of this Kingdom ; and the more woollen Ma- 
nufacture is Exported, the greater will be the King's Revenue, and the more Ships employed. Therctore, and for the 
Reaſons following, the Hamborough Company, who pretcnd to have the fole Trade in Cloth, and all other woollen 
Manufactures to the places abovementioned, arc deſtruftive to the Trade of this Kingdom. 

The Hamborough Company in a few years laſt paſt haye been the occaſion of the loſs of vaſt Summes of Money to 
this Kingdom, for they have arreſted the Ships and Goods of all Perſons not Free of their Company, by Proccls out of 
the Admiralty Court, for endeayouring to ſend Cloth, Searges, and Stockings to Germany. 

They have alſo Summoned others before the Privy-Council, and cauſed them to be impriſoned, and others they 
have ſued at Law, and in the High-Court of Chancery, for Trading in the woollen Manufacture ct-this Kingdom, and 
have by ſuch mcans put fo great a ſtop to the Trade here, that in Sileia, and other parts beyond the Seas, they have 
lcarnt ro make Cloth themſelves, and do make ſeyeral Thouſand Cloths in a Year ; and they many times attempt 
N AOpORe Cloth into England. And this hath been occaſioned by the Hamborough Company's putting a ſtop to the 

rade here. 

The Germans, and others, are now,yery curious, and will have Cloth, Stuffs, and Stockings,ſent them according to their 
Patterns, and will not go to Hamborowugh to buy, but ſend their Patterns into England, where they can be ſupplied 
vith all yarictics much ſooner, and at leſs charge. 

Thoſe of the Hamborough Company ſend all their Cloath to Hamborough and Dort, where all Perſons muſt come to 

uy, which they will not do , by rcaſon thoſe places are far diſtant from the habitations of the buyers ; and when they 
come there perhaps cannot be ſupplied according to their Patterns 5 ſo that it they cannot have Cloth, Stuffs, and 
Stockings immediately from England according to their Patterns, they will and do buy Cloth made in parts beyond 
the Seas, which hath alrcady much impoveriſht the Clothicrs of this Kingdom. 

The Hamborough Company do not Trade in a joint Stock, as other Companies do, but every Man Tradcs for himſelf 
with his own Stock ; and all perſons free of that Company muſt take an Oath not to ſend their Cloth to any Towns. 
beyond the Seas, but Hamborough and Dort ; and to obſeryc all Orders by them made, and to be made, fo that they 
d0 as much as in them lies, obſtruct a Free Trade , and, if not preycnted, will in all probability ruine moſt of the Clo- 
icrs and Dealers in Cloth of this Kingdom. ES 


- » 0 VV EP WY ERIE , UP | 
TO THE: HONOURABLE © 


Knights, Citizens and Burgeſles Aſlembled in 


PARLIAMENT. »- - 


The humble Petition of William Smith, on behalfof the Cloathiers, and others of the ManufaRurers 
of Wools in this His MAJESTIES Kingdom of England, &c. 


SHEWETH, 
\ Hat the People and Trades relating'to working and finiſhing'the ManufaQures of Woolls, (being many, and of feveral Conditions, and therefore more ly- 
F able to Abuſes and Grievances) have been Complainants 1n their reſpeftive Profeſſions and Intereſts for more then Fifty years laft palt. 
11. In relationto the Materials, they ſay, T hat the daily Exportation of Woolls, Woolfels, Yarne, and Fullers-Earth, (not without that of the workmen F 


alſo in the ſame) hath for long time been the conſtant and bold praftice of many ungoverned and crafty Perſons ; who, in purſuite of their particular and 
unlawful gaines, do bear no regard to the publique Concernment, or to their Neighbours good. 
I TI. That the-Workmen, in each preparation and manufafture ofthe ſaid Materials,are (through want of legal Viſitations and Searches into the reſpeRive 
Trades thereunto appertaining) run into great Abuſes, Frauds and Deceits; infomuch, as no leſs thenYour moft Wiſe and Grave inquiries thereinto; together with a ſpeedy 
Reformation, will give encouragement or hopes that theirTrades with the Merchandize and Commerce thereupon, will long continue in theſe His Majeſties Dominions. 

IV. That the Wooll-winding, Combing, Spinning, Dying, Weaving, Drefling, and continual Interloping in the making of Cloaths, hath encouraged, and almoſt licen- 
ced ſuch a multiplicity of Abules and Offences pratticed againſt the known Laws, as the Cure ſeems to be almoſt deſperate. 

V. That through want or negle&, or miſcarriage of due viſiting defeftive Manufaftures, the Domeſtique and Forraign Chapmen, and Conſumers of the Cloathing 
we exceedingly Oppreſſed, the Trade Diſgraced, the Kingdome Diſhonoured, and the ManufaQturers Ruined; all which brings unmeaſurable Detriment to His Majeſties 
Cuſtoms and Revenue, 

VI. That a general obſtrufting the free and open Markets, as well in-purchace of the Materials, as in utterance of the Manufaures, doth heavily m_ che Cloathiers, 
ind deeply (though not ſo viſibly) Wound the Growers of Woolls, whoſe Receipts muſt needs decay, when the Pay-Mafters are beggared and leflened. 

VII. hat the Cloathiers are Oppreſſed with a high hand, whilſt the Drapers take the Priviledge (oyins the known Laws) to buy Forraign Cloath; and of that, much 
made with-Engliſh Tranſported Woolls, which become three parts in five Damage to the Eng/iſh Manufafturers. 

VIII. That the Drapers likewiſe, and the Merchants,take the priviledge to Adjudge, and Fine, and Imburſe what ſimms of Mony they pleaſe upon faulty Cloaths, of which 
Penalties, a Moyety ought to go to His Majeſty ; whereof no account hath been rendred for this Sixty years laſt paſt; nor are the Defaults (ſc redeemed by the Cloathier) 
ſignified upon the Cloath, as the Law enjoynes; but the Purchaſer and Conſumer pays for the faults as for good Cloath, inſomuch that the faults yeild le benefit to 
the Draper, 

- IX. That not only the Cloathiers, but all Kingdomes and States have long been grievouſly Oppreſſed by the Scciety of the Merchant-Adventurers, who do not only 

Monopolize almoſt the whole Trade and Commerce of Cloathing in theſe His Majeſties Dominions; but by ſecret Combinations, even in Forraign Trafficks, they draw the 

%hole Trade through a few Hands, by whom they derive Contratts with certain Territories, Towns, and Companies-Strangers, to deliver what Cloathing they covenant 
Ir, to thoſe onely Towns and Cuſtomers, who again Impoſe what Taxes they pleaſe ; thereby Opprefling the Trade in all its Relations, both at Home and Abroad. 

X. That the Cloathiers are further Opprefſed by the Merchant-Adventurers ; not only Forbidding (by power of their Charter) any man, who would, to Buy and 
Tranſport Cleath.: But by the ſame Power, they alſo Opprefle the poorer Brethren of their own F orank's: who are not permitted to Tranſport Cloath under quantities 
00 great for their Abilities to compaſſe, By which prohibition diverfe Forraign FaQories are (as they believe) diverted to the Datch ManufaQures. | | 

XI. That the Cloath-workers, Dyers, and other Incorporated Societies, are Oppreſled by the Merchant-Adventurers; for they Export the Cloaths White, and Raw, 
Inſearched, and Unſealed : And (for a (mall Impoſition raiſed to His Majeſty for this Licence) diverſe of the Trades relating unto Cloathing are even ruined : the 
trength of Shipping is hereby weakned; the price of Wools is fallen : - whereof ( by Judicious calculation, when the Wools were not much more then half the preſent 
quantity) Twelve pencein a Tod abatement, amounted to.no lefle then Eighty ThouſandPoundsin lofſeer anmm tothe Growers. 

X11. That through theſe Preſidents of the Merchants and Drapers, and (as is verily ſuſpe&ed) by combining with ſome amongſt them, the Lord Mayor, Court of Al- 


by: and Common-Council of the Ciry of London, have lately publiſhed an A of their Chamber; thereby commanding, under heavy Penalties, all the Cloathin 


ich comes to London, to be lodged in Blackwel-Hall and Leaden-Hall, and there to pay for Harbourage, two pence a Cloath, and afterward one penny per Cloath, per 


ek for ſo many weeks as it ſhall there remain, and not co be ſtirred thence before twenty dayes be expired; nor to be ſold any where, but in the ſaid Halls, under 
"wenty pound Penalty for each Cloath, and reſpeRively for others, whereby the Cloathiers and their FaQors are even Ruined. 

X III. That through this Oppreſſion, the Buying and Selling, or Bartering with Merchants upon the Exchange, or elſewhere, (nou the ſaid Halls) is clearly taken 
rom the Cloathiers : The opportunity of Pawning, or Engaging a Cloath for Money to ſupport a poor Cloathiers Credit, is Loſt : Their Servarits and FaRors are hereby 
ot only ſubje& to Bonds for Performance , but their Houſes to Searches, their Cloathing to Seiſures, Changes and Cheats, even by the Hands of ſuch Autho- 
zed Officers. 

'XIV. That through the Confinements of the Cloathing, the Manufaurers are not far from —— a price alſo to be ſet upon their Manufa&ures, as they have for 
1any years found them ſubje&.toan Arbitrary Puniſhment; whilſt che Drapers, who exerciſe theſe Oppreſlions without Law or Preſident, would very unwillingly have the 
ke repeated to themſelves, by Authorized Officers on His Majeſties behalf for His Moyety : for which there is Law, 


For theſe, and many the like Grievances, too Burthenſome longer to Interrupt your Honourable and Publick Afﬀairs, the Cloathiers, by 
Your Petitioner, moſt humbly Pray as followeth, Y3z. 


L Hat the Laws formerly Enafied, for refiraint of Woolls, Woolfells, Yarne, and Fullers-Earth, as alſo for Workmen,&c. May be reveiwed and re-enforced, wherein they 
car be found defetirve, under conſiderable Penalties, and unpartial Proſecutions throughout England, Scotland, and Ireland, at leaft till the Cloathing hath recovered 

ſore firength. | | 

ſ I1. That the Laws for Searching, Meaſuring, Sealing, and due puniſhing Offendors, upon Defetiive and falſe Cloathing ; «nd that the Interloping of Forraign and unknow- 

ing Perſons to become Cloathiers, may for the Wa be prevented by Incorporating the whote Trade of Cloathing, under one Regularity and Government ef Halls, and they to 

be placed to the beft advantage of the Cloathiers ; from whence alſo the Cloathing may be duely Viſited, Searched, Meaſured, Sealed, and unpartially Puniſhed; together with a 

legal Denotation of the Faults upon each Cloath. | 


111. That the Charter formerly granted to the Merchant-Adventurers, may be publiquely examined, and ſevere inquiries made into their ſecret Combinations ds well at home 
as abroad ; together with the Taxes, as well in Engiand, as beyond the Seas, impoſed upon the Cloathing. | | 

IV. That the New City- Ai (of grand oppreſſion upon the Cloathiers) may for the preſent be ſi —_ and that the Cloathiers may enjoy the ſame Freedome they had for the 
lodging and vend of their Cloaths, at leaft till all Parties interefted be heard in their juit Cynplaints. 

V. That the Laws made againft bringing in of Forraign Cloath may be Proſecuted, and that an additional Law may be made prohibiting the Drapers to buy or ſell it. 

VI. That the Penalties and Forfeitures, due upon defetiive and abuſive Cloathing, may for the future, be fully ſettled upon the Kings moſt Excellent Majefly and His Succeſſors ; 
with whom, a poor Ignorant Cloathier offending, may find Mercy, and not Ruine, as now they do under the Draper. 

VII. That the Charge, Tuition and Government of ſo great a body, as is the Cloathing of England, &c. may. be committed to mue Perſonage of Eminence and Dignity, as in 
fornier times it hath been, to Queens and Princes neare#t relating to the Crown, to whom the Cloathiers may appeal againit all Oppreſſours. 

VHI. That the Merchant- Adventurers may no longer Rob the Cloath»workers, Dyers, and other inferiour ManufaGiurers (upon the Cloathing) of their Native Freedome but 
when the ſaid Merchants fpall have bought what Cloath they think fit for their Fattories, that any man elſe, either of their Society orotherwiſe, may lawfully Buy and Tranſport 
what they pleaſe, notwitbﬆanding the [aid Merchants Charter, or any Law to the Contrary. 

1 X. That the Cloathiers may in any other their Lawful Deſires, be Encouraged by Your Honourable Care and Regard of them, and their Pofterity. 

X. Finally, The Petitioner in his own behalf, mo#t humbly prayes the Pardon of this Grave and moſt Fudicions Senate, for this his Preſumption, who (having lately made 
bis moſt bumble Addreſſes te-His Sacred Majefty, and to the Right Honourable Lords and others of His Majefties mot Honourable Privy Councell, in a larger meaſure upon the 


ſame Subjeft) beld it impendent upon his Duty to Repreſent this humble Breviate of the moſt Eminent Grievances now reſting upon the Cloathiers, and their Manufaliures: 
himſelf being alwayes Devoted, and Bound to be | 
YOUR HONOURS 


} Moſt Humble, and moſt Dutitull Servant, 


.. 
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A- Brief Survey of the Loſs our Nation $:;- 
ſtains by the Exportation of our VW © © 1, 
modeſtly Computed by One Pack thcreo?, 
containing 2401. weight, ſo Exported. 

Mprimis, One Pack of our good Cloathing Wool is worth«- k Fs , 0 

[| For Dying, and other Charges, <= == = 0310 
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This Wool made into Fine mix'd Broad-Cloth 
is worth upwards of == mn ns 6 


So that it plainly appears, That x Pack of ſuch Wool going out of 
the Nation, is upwards of 347. Loſs, beſides the King's Cultoms ; 
and likewiſe the Advantage they have, by being inabled to Work 
up 2 Packs of their own Growth, by mixing it with one of Ours; and 
in the mean time our Poor are ready to Starve for want of Employ. 

This faid Pack of Wool will Employ 63 People, and keep them 
hard at Work for one Week, viz. 


T. It will Employ 3 Men to Sort, Dye, Dry, Mix it, and make it 
fit for the Scribler, or Stock-Carder. 

IT. It will Employ 5 Men to Scrible, or Stock-Card it. 

III. It will Employ 20 Women to Spin it, and as many Girls to 
Card for them. 
n oy It will Employ Six Weavers, and Two Boys to Wind Quills 
or them. 4 

V. It will Employ Six Men, and One Boy to Scowr, Burl, Full, 
Dreſs, Rack, Preſs, and make it fit for the Market. . 


And, if this Pack of Wool were work'd up into Hoſe, which 


pay the King 74. 7 penny per Doz. Cuſtom, it would Employ Treble . 


the Number of People, and would likewiſe be Treble Advantage to 
the Kingdom, &c. 
So that if one Pack be ſo great a Loſs to the Nation, what muſt 
20008 be, there being an Account taken of ſo many Landed at three 
orts in France, in one Year, which by Proportion muſt amount to 
One Millioo, and Twenty Thouſand Pound, beſides what have becn 
Convey'd into other Foreign Parts. | 


Humbly Offered, with Submiſſion, &c; 


""Þ 


To the Honourable 


MEMBERS 


OF T H E en 70 
Houſe of Commons, xc. 
WE YL EE Wh 


Abſtratt for the more effeRual hindring Intelli- 


gence with France, by the fall preventing the 
Exportation of Wool, &c. 


H A T its humbly ſubmitted to you, that a Clauſe 

were put in the Bill before you, touching the ſame, 

That no Perſons, called Owlers, or their Agents, 

living in the Counties of Kent and Swſſex, upon any 

pretence whatſoever , Buy up or Ingrols any leſſer 

or greater quantity of Wool; or any other Perſon, 

except ſuch that are Clothiers, Serge-makers, eaoctogy wars Fel- 

mongers, or any. other Perſon or Perſons that have a Right, by Service 

of Time, to any ManufaQturer of Wool in thoſe two Counties 
aforeſaid, under a Forfeiture that ſhall be thought fit, &c. 


TE L3-Q0-NS 


T. If no Owlers or Agents be ſuffered, as aforeſaid, then it diſap- 
points the French in having our Wool, and gives no Incouragement 
for their Sloops and Shallops to lie upon thoſe Coaſts, there being no 
Prey for them. 

II. Intelligence cannot be kept up with Frazce to that degree as it is, 
neither will there be the opportunity for Traytors and diſafteted 
Perſons to make their Eſcapes, * they getting over in Owl Boats. 

HIT. It will in great meaſure preſerve our Coaſters, that are often 
taken by the ſaid Sloops and Shallops, either in going or coming to 
their reſpeQtive Ports. 

IV. It would greatly fatisfie the Trading part of the ManufaCturers 
of Wool in the Kingdom ; with Merchants and others, whoſe Peti- 
tions, from ſeveral parts of the ſaid Kingdom, delire the ſame. 

| V. It would quicken Trade greatly in Ex2/ad, and be a means to 
raiſe Land, by reaſon the Product thereof ſelling well. 

VI. It would much lefſen and weaken the French Intereſt, and 
reduce the SubjeQts of that King, and make this Kingdom flouriſh. 


All which Conſiderations are left to your Wiſdow: 


A Repreſentation of Great Evils, Arifing by 
the Exportation of Wov/. pre 


Shewing how it affefs the Poor, Trade and Traders, Lands, and the 


King and Kingdom in general, with a ſhort View of an eaſie Remely, 
Humbly offer d to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


By William Woodford. 
| ST of Wool! will certainly Impoveriſh and Weaken our own Nation, and 


Enrich and Strengthen others. 


By taking away the Employment of our Poor, and employing, Foreigners. 
By Ruining OurTrade of the #oollex Manufattures,and Dependers thereupon,and 


By Enabling France, Holland and Flanders, &c, (now greatly ſtriving for 
that End) to deprive us of it. 


Want of Employment for the Poor will be a Cauſe, 

Ot Great Charges upon Lands and Eſtates to Maintain them ; 

Or of their Starving: 

Or of Exporting themſelves whither Wool is Exported, &c. 

And Starving or Exporting themſelves for want of Employment, will not only 
be a Cauſe of the faliing of the Value of Lazxds, by leflening the Number of the Con- 
ſumers of the ProduQts thereof, but alſo of Weakening the Nation; for the fewer the Peo- 
ple ihall be, the leſs the value of Lands muſt needs be, and the leſs the Strength of the Nation. 

And maintaining them here in Idleneſs ( which is the bane of Humane Nature) 
will alſo Empoveriſh the Nation, and be of very dangerous Conſequence. 

For the Poorer the Nation ſhall be, tho? Populous, the leſs its Defence. 

It Riches may be allow'd to be the Sinews of War,a Thing never to be diſregarded. 


So that *twill be bad for the Nation, if the Poor People ſhall live here under ſuch 
Idle and Chargeable Circumſtances, or Starve, or go Away. 


The leſs Occaſion there ſhall be of our Mansfaitures abroad (by means of the Exporta- 
tion of Wooll, 


The leſs Occaſion for Shipping, and the Poorer and Weaker the Nation in Gene- 
ral mult needs be. 


Our ManufaCtures Exported ( and not the ſingle Produtts of our Lands) being 
the chief Cauſe of our Riches, which are brought from other Nations in return for the ſame. 


It has been calculated by a mean Proportion, that the Nation loſes Six or Seven times the 
Value of all Wool! Exported by its being Manufatfured by Foreigners, inſtead of our 
own People (all that's got by Labour, Induſtry and Art, being clearly gain'd) and the lofs 
-already has been accounted to be between Two and "Three Millions per Azaum by that 

Rule ( which is very much within the Compaſs of Poſſibility and Probability.) 


Exportation of Wooll has been modeitly reckon'd to be 60000 /. per Annum loſs to the 
Kzag,in his Cultoms Ourwards, belides the conſequential Lois Inwards, much greater. 
And thele Evils may {till increaſe without prevention, and it fo, then we may b 
Y 


degrees be prejudicially ſupply'd by Foreigners, with their Manufattures made of our Hooll, 
inſtead of our ſupplying them ; and ſo our Loſs will be double. 


There are ſeveral well-Intended Laws already made for Remedy thereof, but the ſame 


could not be effeually pur in Execution, for want of a Fund to defray the Charge of the 
Management of ſo good a Work. 


If your Honours ſhall be pleas'd, by a new, more effeQtual Law, toeſtabliſh a neceſſary 
Fund, for Salleries for a ſufficient Number of proper Officers, to be legally deputed to 


hinder the Exportation of Wool, under the management of Men, well Skilld and Intereſt- 


ed in the Woolen Manufatiures, according to late Yotes of Parliament, it is undoubtedly 
believed rhat theſe Evils will ſoon have an End, 


All which is hambly offer” d to the Great Wiſiom of this Honourable Houſe, 
with all Submiſſion, &C. 


£aidlinmg uy LLIG 


Exportation of. Wool. 


A PROPOSAL, 


Humbly Offred L278 


/ 


10 the King and Parliament, 
pO 
Preventing Eft-Qually the Exportation of Vi/ool, Reouliting the Abules 
of the Wool-vFinders, and incouraging the WV oollen lanufatture. 
Þy Bulſtrede: Whitelocke of the Middle Femple Eſq; +. 


| X - . > » p F 
T having brer hin bly Offered. That an Impotition of 1 4. and 2d. ard 34 pr Yard lid upon Cloth, 
and all othcr Woniien Manufatore, in firch 2 proportion as to pay Id. 1 the wrow! pr Yard, and fo' 
more or 11s a1 /.orem, wor.'d raile a yery confiderabie Swn fir bis Moj ftv s Suyply; ' nd char it: 
would ſcarce be telr by the Nation. For he that wears the fineſt Cloth ſhati pav bur 94. for a Suit, 
conliſting at molt vt 3 Yards, for the micdling ſort 64. and tor tc courlſelt 34 pr Stir. The! Wearef or 
Fpender 1n reality p. ying the Tax; the Cloarhier, Merchant, and Keratler paying n«thing'bur what they 
reccive again from the Spend« r; :\nd the Merchans receiving agaiu from their torreign Cortelp. aieuts 
what they pay here for the Ta« ; | 
So ſmall an Imp. fi.i- n as one Penny in a Crown will by no Hindrance to our Exp9reation of Clorh, fince 
much more 1s of..-1 addei! or abared in the Courſe of its Price 1+ our Commerce with Forreiners, and fo 
fmall an Alteration is very frequ nr, and little regarfed ther: 12. | 


—_———— 


VHng ai'y To EXP""rT. F 

In the former Propoſals for the Tax ir was off rel, Thar Offices ſhould be erected in requiſite Places with 
'caden Seals and Stamps to be fer on the Cloch, Stuffs, &c. upen pain of Forfeirur”, if fold without. \Which 
General Offices for marking che C | ch and Rec-1pt ot the imp. {t br ing eretted. One in every County, may 
aiſo at rhe fame time prevent th F «porcarion of \Vool, with he towing -crhud. And there being ſc-" 
 veral Commiſhoners, and other Othcers already appointed tor Mangement of or 1er Branches of rhe publick 
Revenue 'ti> humbly referred co the Conſideration of rne Pariztameiar ro appoine tae Mianigement thereof 
co whom they ſha!i this molt fit ; | 

Thar the Clerk of the + arxcr, or ſome other Officer already employed in the Town, or fic Inhabirant 
difntereſed, be appoiuted in ev. ry Marker-T own, ( bur ſnbordina-e and acconrahble ro the general County 
Office ) to the purp.I4e toilowing. Which leffer Office may be managed by One Perf.,n(1r ar moſt by Two) 
and will bc uo great Chaige, lince b<{ides their ocher Employ ments they will have bur lirtie 1'rquble in this 
out of the Mai ket-Days 


- Fhat no Perſons or Owners of Sheep wharſoever ſhall, for che furure, ſhear or cauſe his Sheep to be ſhorn, 
without firlt giving N nice thereof ro rac Officer in che nexc Market- Town to his Havitation, or Place of 
Shearing. upon Forteicure ro tac 14former of Ten rimes the value (or rather more ) of the Wool fo ſhorn 
without Notice. Waich Offic. r up »n fach Notice ſh.lli torchwirh Employ Come Perſon of in honeſt Repure, 
arid not concerned in rhe Trade of W »l, to be worn tor his Fidelity by rhe ſaid Officer. or the next 
Juſtice of Peace, ( or otherwiſe raemptoy one of rhe Woo!-Shearers, or Wook-winders, to be ſworn as afore- 
faid for thar purpoſe”) tolnſpe& what Quanrity of \Vool ſhall be then ſh vrn, by whom, and when ; and 
forthwith give an cxa& Account rhereat 1m Writing to the laid} Officer, ro be chere carefully and fairly ſer 
down in a Book to be appointed for that wal rg which ſh1l} cnarge the Owner of the Sheep as Debtor for 
ſach Quantity { nor Value ) of Wool f» by him fhorn; Ani for the Owner's Security, tar he ſhall not be 
over or double Chargd, the laid | tpector may rhen pivc him 2 N te, thatiuch a Quantity of Wool, and no 
tuore; was then by him ſhorn, which will ..gree with the Book. | ; 

he Owner being thus charged in rhe Office as Debror for the Quanrity only { nor Vabie ) of his Wool, 

Mall upon Sale thercof, or of any Part thereof, ro any Perſon ( ar his own rate and p.cature\ take a Reccipt 

-om the Bayer for the Quantity only of the Wool to him chen {ld and of rc PLACE « t his ( rhe Buyers J 

boi and Profeſſion, and the Time when. Which Recciprs fo given by the Buyer to che Owner, or elier, 
(hall within a Month next after. or ſoner, be produced by che (wer or Selier © che nexr Office 3 And be- 
ing there enterec|, ſhall be a lufficicar Ditcharge to him for {© mucin of the « uanriry of Wool he is charged 
with, and vat to his Account of Credit. And from thenceforch rhe Fuyer ſhall {tand charged as Uebtor in 
the Books for the ſaid Wnantity , fuch Account 10 be thence rran{inicred ro the Office 1n the next Mar- 
ket-Town to the Buyers Abode. And that no Perſon thall buy any Wool ( regard had to private Families, 
&. ) bur who ſhall have, and produce ro the Seller 2 Licence foro do, from rhe Office, or a Juſtice of Peace, 


@ 
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to be granted him for (mall or noÞces, upon ccrrain Knowkdg, or very tuffici ificace of his uſual 
Abode and Profeſſion ; which thercupon ſhall be ſet down in che Office o [7 arg Br r_ ſhall alſo be 
interred in his Licence for Sacisfaftion of the Scller, and Direction of his Receiprs as to the Buyegs Abode and 
Protefſion; T here having been Laws made, and ſtill ia force, That none but Clothiers aid Workers of 
Wool, &c. ſh-wld buy any. | 

TheBuyer being by the Impolicion to omg his ManufaCture to the Office to be ſtamp'd or mark'3, and pay 
the Duty on Forteiture thereof, will then diſcharge himlelf of the Quantity of Wool charged ro his Account, 

the Quantity of Manufacture by him produced, ( with confideration to fone ſmall, yet well known Walt.) 

hich Quaniertics of Wool ſo ManufaCtured being ler ro his Credir, will ballance his Account of the Quantity 
of Wool he is charged with. And for ſuch Quanuties as he ſhall ſell to others, and nor manufaQture himſelf, 
the Buyers Receipt againto him for ſuch Quantity ſhall be his Diſcharge for whart is fo ſold unmanufaftured 
and charge the lait Bayer with che ſane ut ſupra, And ſo from Seller co Buyer, as often as the Wool is ſold 
unmanutactured, 

But if any Perſon, charged in che Office by Receipt for any Quantity of Wool, ſhall not produce Manu- 
faQture, or Receipt from anocher Buyer. of the full Quantiry charged upon him as aforelaid, he ſhall forfeit to 
the King ( the Booksand Receipts being ſufficient Information ) Ten, or rather. Twenty times the Value 
of rhe Wool ſo wanting. Nor will the Mark or Stamp to be ſer on the Cloth be Counterfeitred.. or rhe Ma- 
nutaQure diſpoſcd of without being brought tv the Office tobe ſtampd, fince in either caſe Ten or Twenty 
times the Vaſue cf the Wool ſuch Manufacture is made of will be forfeired rothe King, for want of being dy- 
ly diſcharged in the Books, and ſtamp'd there ar the ſame cime. 

Such Entries-to be made in the Books Gratis : upon Penalty ) to the end the Owner or Manufacturer may 
all along in the whole Procecdings be at no Charge, nor any Trouble, fave only ro write the Receits, and 
to give an Account thereof on-e a Month at the next Market Town, to which they will cicher come or ſend 
in that rime, on their other Afﬀairs. 

And thatthe Jike Caution be taken ahout Wool-fels,Martlings,Shorlin2s, Wo-l-flacks,and the Sheep that die, 
or ate killed, ro b: entered upon the like Penalty in the Books as aforeſaid by the Owner or Buycr, Butcher, 
Fell-menger, 4c. or asro the Wiſdom of the Parliament ſhall ſeem meer; And to prohibir likewiſe, upon ve- 
ry ſevere Penalties, the Exportation of white and undreſſed Cloth, Felts, Yarn madeof Wool,and of any Wool 
from Ffreland unleſs hither, or at lcalt ManufaQtured there. which is of grear Concern to this Nation. 

The General Office ( like a Committee for the i rade of Woolen Manufafture appointed for more conye- 
niency throughout the Kingdom ) to Order and Regulate all Marters relating to the Exportation and Manu- 
fafture of Wool; and to Adminiſter an Oath, if need be, upun Examination ot Wirnefles, and Informations 
of Exportations, Shearing without Notice, &c. To diſtribute Incouragements, hear Complaints, receive 
Propoſals, and all other Matters relating thereunto. 

And whereas the Deceirs that are generally praCtiſed by the unlawful Winding of Wool, contrary to ſe- 
veral Statutes, arc a very great Greivance to the Merchant-Staplers, Clothiers, and Combers ; as appears by 
Certificates, now in the Hands of Mr. Francis Moore, ready to oduced upon Order, VVhich 1s chiefly 
occaſioned by the Growers of Wool employing Perſons nor qualified or skilF'd in the Art of Winding and 
Folding thereof, as is ordained by the ” th For Remedy hereof, The ſaid General County, Office may 
be impowred to adminiſter an Oath to every winder, That all or as many Fleeces of VVool as he ſhall have 
VVound or Pack'd for ſuch a Grower or Owner that Seaſon, are Faithfully, Honeſtly, and Impartially 
| VVound and Folded to the beſt of his Power and Skill : And thar the ſaid Offices may likewiſe Supprels,and 
Proſecute all Perſons that hereafter ſhall rake upon them to V Vind, Fold, or Pack any Fleeces, withour a Li- 
cence from the ſaid Office, of their Skill and Knowledge thercin, and being Sworn as aforelaid. By which 
| Means alſo, the Buyers of any V Vool, by having Recourſe to the Office, may know the VVinders of any 
VVool unlawtully VVound ; and may Proſecute them mares Ja $rarure. : 

The Charge of thele Offices will be Inconſiderable to the great Revenue ir will produce to the King,eſpeci- 
ally if the Tax were doubled, which even then would ſcarce be felr by ci: Nation; bur more particularly eo 
the vaſt Profit and Advantage will accrue thereby to the Publick in ſaving a Yearly Loſs to rhe Nation 
of many Millions, in the hinderance of our Trade wy the Forrein ManufaCtures with our own Wool; And 
by the Increaſe of our ManufaQture, ſetting many ands of Poor to work, who now want Bread. And 
when the Tax ſhall determine to the Crown a Small Impoſt:ion will pay the Offices, which the Publick 
will not 'grudge for ſo great a National Benefit as atorcſaid, as the Farmers, Clothicrs, Merchancs, and 
all the Nation will then ſoon find by Experience. | 

This Mcthod moreover will diſcoverthe Quantity of Wool and Manufatture alſo which the whole Nation 
Produces Yearly ; Whenever the Parliament thall chiak convenient to Inquire into tt. 

Neither wi!l theſe Propoſals be a ſmall Incouragement to che Woolen ManufaRture ; fince the Wool once 
ſhorn will always ſtand Charged by the Books, and in whoſe Cuſtody , till ir is Manufactured and Stampt, 
Unleſs what ſhall be thought convenient to allow to the Iſlands of ©-uernſey, Zerſey,&c. and other Ules in Specae. 

| This Mechod will alſoprevent the Exportation of our Wool into Scutland (nor eaſily prevented otherwiſe ) 
from whence vaſt Quantities are exported beyond the Seas; and jf nor prevented, will be a great kelp to 
0m rung on their Eaſt [udia Trade ( to the Ruin of ours) by the Cloth may be made with our 

OO ' 

'Tis humbly conceived theſe Etries, Penalties, and Precauti ns may prevent the Intrigues of the Ow! 7 Gu” 
who cannot pothbly ſhear or buy any Wool but they muſt ſtand Charged, accordingrtotheir own Receipts, 
the © fhces, by. Name, and Abode. Nor can they export it, without forteiring Tenor Twenty times the Valu- 
of what they do not produce Receipr or Manufacture for. And where ſuch Deficiency happens ir affarc 
Reaſonenough ro render the Party very much to be Suſpected, - roo mucl) ar leaſt ro be allow'd a ſecond Fau, 
or Failure , and dutcr then from venturing their Necks with ſo apparcnt Danger. _Eſpeci.lly it ic were alfo 
EnaCted, That if any Perſon or Perfons ſhall dilcover, ſeize, or apprehend any of theſe Smuzlers, Omlers, or 
Tranſporters of Wool, ard thercof convit them, ſuch Perſon or Perions lo «liſcovering ſhall Receive for every 
Owler, &c. fo convicted the Sum of 1001. at leaſt ( with other, good Encouragements, as ſhall be chought fic ) 
to be paid by the Publick our of tac next General Office, or by the Hundred, as in orher Felonies, ro make 
them more Circumſpe&t. Which Payments will not be many, when theſe Offices and Rewards are appointed 
to diſcover their underhand Pernicious Pradtiſes , and ro Incourage all W el! withers to their Native Country 
to proſecute them alſo. February the 18th. 16g5. 
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THE 


Obſervation, and PROPOSAL ot, &: 


Humbly offer d for Leſſening his Majeſty's preſent CH ARGE; 


AND 7 


The Effettual Preventing, and Breaking the Pernicious Trade of Exportation of W ooll, and Im- 


portation of Uncuſtomed Commodities, zz the Counties of K ENT and SUSSE X. 


T is manifeſt, notwithſtanding the many Laws made againſt Exportation of Wool, and Importation of other Commodities (before 
Duty paid) is of known Prejudice and Greivance to this Nation, and tho? the King, to Guard or Prevent Kz»r and Saſſex only, 
(being indeed the moſt Noted Counties of Exg/and:tor fuch Praftices) is in Friggots, Sloops, Brigant ines, and Land-Officers, at man 
Thouſand Pounds Per Ann. Charge, as appear'd by the Accounts laid before a Committee of the prefent Parliament, by the Lords 
of the Admiralty, Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, and others; yet the Evil is ſtill continued to the Nations Diſhonour, and decay of 


Trade: Whereas Ten Thouſand Pounds rightly applied, would be ſufficient to defray the Charge, and effeQtually break thoſe pernict- 


ous PraQtices in both Counties. 

It is undeniable that the Scituation of thoſe Counties, renders them the moſt capable of any parts of Exgland, for holding Correſpondence 
with France, bcing but four hours Sailing between; therefore by the Indultry of Evil diſpoled Perſons, and the Price had in Frazce, great 
Quantities of | o// are yearly carried, notwithſtanding the Laws againſt it, and in Return of ſuch Wooll, great Quantities of St, Lace, Li- 
nen, Paper, Netts, Wine, Brandy, and many other Commodities of the Growth and Product of France are Run in Breat Quantitics ro the 


Kings great I ofs in his Cuſtoms. 


The Prejudices England receives by Exportation of ſo much Wool! are great and aumerous, but for brevity fake ſha!l initance but few, 
and thoſe very viſible, if we caſt but our Eyes on the many Thouſand Objetts throughout the Nation, whoſe Livlihood depended either 
on the Clothing, Kembing, Spinning or Weaving of the ſaid Commodity, and now ſwarm in Loxdoy, as indeed in al! other I'owns and 
Parts of the Narion ready to Perilh for want oft work ; whereas had what:Money, the Kigg allows for, Guarding of Kr»! and Seſſex been 


well applied, it would not only prevent this Evil practice in them (which it now doth not) bus alfo.of molt parts of England be'ides. 


The Luteſtrinz Company, the Lace-men, the Linez and Paper Manufafturg DAE USL Parts ig ins Misfortune, as well as the Tarkey and 

Tadia Merchants, Clothiers and Kembers, and that by the great Quantities'of the forementioned Goods brought in rerura of our Wc37, and 

Run into the Nation Cuſtom-free, and this Evil is like to be more and agg ally, Eager the Afﬀairs on the faid Coaits be 
4 . ' _& HW 


-not put in a better Method, 


In the 7th and 8th Years of his Majeſties Reign, an ACQt paſs'd, wherein for the better preventing the Exportation of 100//, and the 


Correſpondence held with France; The Lords of the Aamiralty are Ordered from time to time, to order one Ship of the Fifth, and two 
.of the Sixth Rates, and four Arm'd $/o9ps conſtantly to Cruiſe, between the North Foreland and the 1ſte of Wight, which, with the Cu- 


ſtom-Houſe Sloops, and the Riding-Officers ordered to Guard the Coaſts, amounts ro many Thouſand Pounds Per Arn. as aforeſaid, fo that 
reckoning, the Charge of Meſſengers and Dragoons, the Trying of Offenders, and the Lols the King ſuſtains in his Cuſtoms of the Good, 


Run, may be, at modeſt Computation, Fifteen Thouſand Pounds Per Az». more ; which, with the valt Charge before menticned, A- 


mountstoa very Conſiderable Loſs to the Crown, and Kingdomin General, belides the Loſs of ManufaQturing the H/ooll fo Tranfported, 
which is of far greater Conſequence to the King and Kingdom, than the preſent Charge and Loſs of theCultoms, as before mentioned. 

And tho? ſo many Friggots, Sloops and Brigantines, were {o long Emp oyed, it was plain, by the Accounts laid before the {aid Com- 
mittee, they had done'little or no Service ; therefore | ſay, and affirm, and can bring a Hundred Perſons to confirm the ſame (if required) 
that Twenty of the beit Friggots in Exgland, at the rate the preſent Cruiſers are manag'd ſhall not prevent Kznz and Suſſex trom Trani- 
porting of Wool, and Importing other Commoadeties, and that for theſe Reaſons tollowing, viz. 

The French Shallups and Lemayoars, who uſe the Trade of Owling and Smuggling (as they call it) are light fleet Veſſels, built for ſwifc 
Rowing and Sailing, being, of Burthen from three Tua to fifteen, or perhaps twenty Tuns, and draw fo little Water that they can ground 
with a grear deal ot ſafety on any part of thoſe Coaſts, when Wind and Tide ſerves, and take in Woo!l, or Land other Goods in the Night- 
time, with as much ſafety (tho? the Cruiſer be within Gun-ſhot at the ſame time) as if no Cruiſer had been there, the Shore preventing 
the Cruiſer from ſecing the Shallup, and the Sea giving the Shallup the advantage of ſeeing the Cruiſer. 

The Cruifers draw ſo much water that (if at Sea) they dare not come near the Shore in the Night-time, and are ſuch dull heavy 
Sailors to what the ShalluDs are, that if they ſee a Shallup at Sea, they cannot catch her before ſhe lands in France, by reaton of the nar- 
rownels of the Channel. | 

The Cruiſers in Stormy Weather are forc'd into Harbour, being Veſſels of ſuch Burthen as renders them uncapable of Grounding, 
or being wound up by Capfons, and there obliged to ſtay till Wind and Weather ſerves to bring them to Sea again; and that (as it 
may happen) ſo far from the place where ſuch eel! is Ship'd, or other Goods Landed, as it is from the ſaid Harbour to Fraxce. 

When the ſaid Cruiſers comes out of the ſaid Harbours, and the Wind blows freſh at Eaſt or Weſt they will be perhaps T wenty four 
Hours Tacking and Winding before they can get to the place where ſuch Goods are put on Board or Landed, in which ſpace of time the 
Sha!lup, or Leamanozr, may go to, and return from Fraxce three times with the ſaid Wind, and Bring, or Carry, what Goods they pleaſe, 
and Land it in View of ſuch Cruiſer. | | 

Therefore it is Humbly propoſed, That Ten Thouſand Pounds Per Ann, employed as it ought ro be, is {ufficient, and will effetually 
prevent and break the Trade of Exporting and Importing in both Counties; and alſo prevent all other unlawful Commerce, now ſrequent- 
ly uſed between the ſaid Counties and Fraxce, by thoſe Private ways. 

It will alſo prevent the Running of Muzlings, Silks, Linnen, Tobacco, Cofteee, Tea, and many other ſorts of Commodities frequently 
Run in great-Quantities in the ſaid Counties, out of Inaza, Straights, Virginia, and other Ships arriv*d in the Dowps. 

It will make the Inhabitants reſiding on the ſaid Coaſts Eaſie by Freing tyem from Proſecutions, no room being lefr any to offend. 

It will make thoſe Gentlemen whodeſerted or left their Habitations on the Coalts, for fear of being ſued upon the Att made in the 
7th and 8th Year of his Majeſties Reign, againſt the Hundred, farT ranſporting Wool, return and live free from that Fear and Trouble. 

It will do what may be a Greater Bleſſing to the Nation then all this, viz. Relieve and Stop the Cries of abundance of Families, who 


are (as before mentioned ) ready to Periſh in all parts of the Nation for wantof Bread. 


The Propoſer humbly excaſeth himſelf for medling with any part of the Summ propoſea, except his own Sallery, but that every Perſon concern'd 
[boull rom their _ Pay Quarterly; and has a Scheme whereby he can demonſtrate and ſhew, how his Propoſal may be pu Prattice, 
before the Kjng is put to a Penny of Charges, provided he may be one of the Managers, and a ſuitable Gratuity given him for his Care 
and Pains. 


— 


Propoſals Hunbly Offerd 
For the Preventing of the 


Exportation of Wooll, 


And Importation Of 


Uncuſtomed Goods, 


Is the Counties Of 


KENT and SUSSEX. 


a. 


REASONS 


Humbly Offer'd If? 


Againſt Laying a further Duty on YARN 
Imported from Ireland. ; 


Improves our Manufactures, and is not only uſeful in ma- 

king Stuffs, but alſo in the Warp of Broad Cloth, which 
are ſent to I urkey, India, Ruffia, &c. and by reaſon of its moderate 
Price, enables the Manufacturers to give better Rates for the Spinning 
Engliſh Yarn, which compoſeth the other part of the Cloth. 

2. We receive 1r:f5 Yarn in return for Tobacco, Sugars, and other 
Plantation Goods, and of other Commodities of the Produce of Great 
Britain, which makes the People of ſrelaud (who take from us up- 
wards of 700000 © of our Goods Yearly) the more capable of pay- 
ing their Br:t;f Debts, and returning the Rents of thoſe Gentlemen, 
who' have great Eſtates, Penfions, and Profits of Flaces there, and 
reſide and ſpend 1t here ; and therefore if diſcouraged, will center 
in our own prejudice. 

3. That the Duties already laid, together with Freight, Inſurance, 
and other incident Charges, amount to above 3d. # Pound on 1rifþ 
Yarn, and a further Duty will prove in Fact a Prohibition ; and fo 
conſequently a Loſs of the preſent Duty to the Crown. 

4. The Diſcouragements the People of ſrclaud now complain of, 
by being prohibited the Exportation of their Woollen Manufactures 
to any Place whatſoever, and their Yarn to any Part but Great Br- 
tam only, is worthy of Confideration. And fince their Yarns im- 
ported here do not exceed 4000 Packs yearly, or thereabouts, a 
turther Duty would turn to little or no Account, be deſtructive of 
their Intereſt, and plainly injurious to us. 

5. lt will put the People of Jreland on trying all Opportunities of 
getting a Market for their Yarn in foreign Parts, which 1s very praQti- 
cable, as to France, from the Weſtern Ports of ſreland, where great 
Quantities are ſpun, the Country thereabouts having few Proteſtants, 
and French Veſfels frequently on the Coaſt, on board which great 
Quantities may be eafily imbarqued. And'the Spinners and Combers 
will be obliged for Support to go to France and Flanders, as great 
Numbers of their Weavers (tho' Englz/þ-men) did, upon the late 
Prohibition of the Exportation of their Woollen ManufaQures ; to 
which Countries they were invited, and where they found Encou- 
ragement. | 


1. Y mr from Ireland, mixt with that of our own Growth, 


REASONS 


AGAINST 


Laying a further Duty 
on YARN 


Imported from Ireland. 


REASONS 


Againſt Laying a further Duty on YARN 
Imported from Ireland. ., ;5- 


'V ARN from Ireland, mixt with that of our own Growth: 


improves our Manufactures, and is not only uſcful in ma- 

king Stuffs, but alſo in the Warp of Broad Cloath, which 
are ſent to Turkey, Indiay Ruſſia, &c. and by reaſon of its moderate 
Price, enables the ManufaCturersto give better Rates for the Spinning 
Engliſh Yarn, which compoſcth the other part of the Cloth. 

2. We receive Iriſh Yarn in return for Tobacco, Sugars, and other 
Plantation Goods, and of other Commodities ofthe Produce of Great 
Britain, which makes the People of Ireland (who take from us up- 
wards of 700000 /.of our Goods Yearly) the more capable of pay- 
ing their Britiſh Debts, and returning the Rents of thoſe Gentlemen, 
who have great Eſtates, Penſions, and Profits of Places there, and 
relide and ſpend it here; and therefore if diſcouraged, will cencer 
in our own Prejudice. 

3- That the Ducies alrcady laid, together with Freight, Inſurance, 
and other incident Charges, amount to above 3. d. per Pound on 
Iriſh Yarn, and a further Duty will prove in Fact a Prohibition; and 
ſo conſequently a Loſs of the preſent Duty to the Crown. 

. The Diſcouragements the People of Ireland now complain of, 
Th we prohibited the Exportation of their Woollen ManufaGtures 
to any Place whatſoever, and their Yarn to any Part but Great Bri- 
tain only, is worthy of Conſideration. And fince their Yarns im- 
ported here do not excecd 4000 Packs yearly, or thereabouts, a 
turthcr Duty would turn to little or no Account, be deſtructive of 
their Intereſt, and plainly injurious to Us. | | 

5. Ic will put the People of lre/and on trying all Opportunities of 
getting a Market for their Yarn in foreign Parts, which is very practi- 
cable, as to France, from the Weſtern P orts of Ire/and, where great 
Quanticies are ſpun, the Country thereabouts having few Proteſtants 
and French Veſſels frequently on the Coaſt, on board which great 
Quantitics may be cafily imbarqued. And the Spinners and Combers 
will be obliged for Support to go to France, Spain, and Flanders, 
4s great Numbers of their Weaycrs (tho' Er liſb-men) did, upon 
the late Prohibition of the Exportation of their Woollen Manu- 
factures; to which Countries they were inyiteds and where they 


found Encouragcment. 


REASONS 


AGAINST 


Laying afurther Duty 
oo YARN 


Imported from Ireland 


Humbly Offer'd Fa 


Againſt making Exeter, or any other Pott in the 
Britiſh Chanel, a Staple Port for Importation of Wooll trom 1re!and. 


= HE Scituation of Exeter, and all other Ports on the South Coaſt of Eng- 
Keely! lard, 1s directly oppoſite to the French Coaſt, and muſt necellarily, it 
7 pl opened and made tree, afford frequent Opportunities for ahw deligning 
| Pcople to carry Wooll to France. 
a) THIS Expenence has taught; for when Exeter, by the A& of the 1ſt 
EE and 2d of Y. and M. was left open for the Importation of Iriſh Wooll, 
Egg) twas found, that notwithſtanding all the Reſtrictions, Regulations, and 
Securities, provided by Law, the ſame could not be prevented. 

AND therefore in the 4th and 5th of their ſaid Majeſty's Reign, another A& was made, 
whereby 'twas expreſ>ly provided, that no Wooll ſhould be imported from Ireland into the 
Port of Exeter. NETS, 

NOW, ſhould the free Importation of Wooll from Ireland, be azain granted to Exeter, or 
any other the Ports on the South Coaſt, the ſame Opportunities, and much greater, (eſpeci- 
ally in Time of Peace) will offer for running and carrying on a ſmugling and other ille- 
gal Trade to France and altho' the Bonds given for a Cue Delivery of the Wooll at the Ports 
to which it's conſig1'd, be never 1o ſtrict, or Penalties never ſo great, yet thro' divers Pre- 
tences, as Streſs of Weather, contrary Winds, Dangers of the Seas, falſe Oaths, and other- 
wiſe, Means will never be wanting to elude the ſame. 

AS for the ſpecious Pretences alledged in the Petition, (for making Exeter a free Port) 
ſuch as the Diſtance of the Severn Ports from thence, and the extraordinary Charges 
and Accidents attending the Land-Carriage, Commiſſion of Fattors, and buying Bags, 
E7c. whereby the Value of the Commoditics, as infinuated, is enhaunſed, and the Poor 
deprived of an Employ, the Fact upon Examination will appear quite otherwiſe. 

FOR firſt, as to the Charges and Accidents alledged particularly to attend ſuch Land- 
Carriage, *tis evident the Wooll imported by Sea at Exeter, 1s chargeable with, and ſubje& not 
only to the ſame, but much greater ; for that after it has run the Hazards of fo long a Voyage 
at Sea, and is landed ſafe there, the greateſt Part of it muſt be ſent out again far and near, 
into the Inland Towns, to be manutaCtured, and then fetched back again : Y'bereas the 
Wooll which is imported in the Severn Ports, 2nd not required to be manufactured at 
Exeter, 1s left at divers Places in the Country (through which 'tis brought) to be work'd up, 
and afterwards, when work'd up, ſent forward to Exeter, where the Inhabitants are more 
employed in fulling, dreiſing, dying, and packing the MannfaQure, than in ſpinning , 
combing, working, Dog gocparing the Wooll, although their chicf Employ is inſinuated by 
the Petitioners -to conldift in the Jatter. 

AND then, as to the Pretence that the Wooll brought by Land from the Severn Pris to 
Exeter, 1s dearer than if immediately imported therez and that by Means thereoi, ther 
Trade decays, and Tumults often ariſe : It can be made appear (when Exeter was a Stap!-: 
Port) the Wooll brought thither by Land trom the Severn Ports, was deliver'd there in Sm: 
mer at 2d. per Stone, and 1n Winter at 1d. per Stone, cheaper than that which was imp-» 
ed there by Sea, which is eaſily accounted tor, if the Charges and Loites attending (© . 4 
and very hazardous a Voyage, (as round-about by the Land's End) together with tlc 74 
tiesof the new River from Topſham to Exeter, be conſider'd and compar'd with the (0: ind 
direct Paſſage from Heland to any the Severn Ports, which is commonly pertorm'd 17 + 
30 Hours with little or no Hazard. 

SO that as the Wooll imported into the Severn Ports, is attended with leſs Hazards, ni 
delivered at a cheaper Rate even at Exeter it ſelf, than when imported there, it can nev-r 
be the real Advantage of that City, to be made a free Port z Or if it was, the opening 
the Ports in the Southern Chanel for Importation of Wooll, muſt be of fo dangerous a 
Conſequence to our Woollen Trade to foreign Parts, as 'tis to be hoped it will always be 
a prevailing Reaſon againſt it. 

N. B. WHEN the At of the 4th and 5th of #7 and M. and other ſubſequent ARs, 
paſsd for excluding Exeter from being a free Port, the Intereſt of that City was then 
thought to be ſo little concerned therein, that its Repreſentatives did not oppoſe the Paſſing 
the ſame; and no Advantage can now, as 1s apprehended, be propoſed by making it a free 
Port, unleſs a clandeſtine Trade to France be had in View, accompanied with the private 
Intereſt of ſome of the Petitioners. | 

F Wherefore tis bumbly bop'd, That the ſaid City, nor any cther Port which lies 
; open to the French Coaſt, ſhall be made a free' Port, in regard it manifeſtly 
tends to the dimimiſhing the Woollen Trade and Mannfa@ure, which muſt ne - 
ceſſarily ſk the Value of Lands, and be attended with the Ruin and De- 
fruTion of a Multitude of pony Fumilies, who, for want of Employ, muſt add 

to the general Load of the Poor cf the Nation, 


REASONS 
Humbly Offerd 


or any other Port in the 
Britiſh Chanel, a Staple 
Port for the Importation 
.of Wooll from Jreland. 


oo EI Do III 1 reg EATS” _ 


Exporting UnmanufaAured Goods the Only Cauſe of 249 
tie want of Employ for our Poor, the beating down of the 
5 Price of Woo!t, the Fall of Eſates, the Diminiſhing of the 
"7 Kings Revenues, the iiſcouraging Merchandiſing, and Im- 


7  poveriſhingof the Nation in General. #& Zgtornss AK... 
t ever we defizn to make our Manufature benzfcial, for keeping vp the Price © 
Wool, and tor Improvemeat of Eſtates, which always go together, we muſt keep/---+ + 
up the Price of onr Goods, which can bedone noother way bur by keeping up their ———— © - 
Goodneſs,2nd this will ſupport theirReputation. And the only way to get ourGoods 
a gocd Name abreed.is to deliroy all Cheats and Tricks nſed in making and dreſſiug of 
our broadClothkcs Ketſys and Serpes;Our broad Clothes are trained Eight orTen Yards 
in a Peicein lepgth,and proporticaably in breadth, byTackles and Pullies faſten'd toan 
FHead-bary and 1o ſtrain, are ſet tato the Racks or Tenters, and dried ; and our Mer- 
chants plead for this, that they mult be ſo ſtraind, becauſe they are done ſo by our 
Neivhhours, 

How 18 it peſiihle but theſe Prattifes mult beat down the Price of our Goods, and 
r12ke them of no Roputation wiere they are ſear? and could they get any other Clothes, 
they would never wear ſuch, 

But no man cn p:erend that a peice!ct fine Bockin Bays,or a peice of fine half quar- 
ter or a £004 mi:xt Serge, cr aur ordinzry Wool broad Clathes,can be made without 
{n;liſhor Iſh Wooll ; why tien ſhall we jitter cur Goods to £0 out unmanufattu- 
r:d ? which 1s of as ill coaſcqu: nze as ſeading abroad our Wovull. It our Neighbours 
vwiithave our Goods uamanutactured, they ought to pay 34 the pound weight Cuſtom; 
And if this Honour1vle Houiz thiak fit to impoſe it, they muſt pay ir, or ſhvt up their 
Shops, and lay vp their Ships, and ſtarve; for our ManufaRture is the Axi! of their 
Trade, the Employ of tl:eir Ships, the ſupport of their Government, and that whic 
fers many thouſanls of them at work, and ſeeing they can be ſupplied no where elle, 
they mult pay ir, Burt if not, and they ſhould leave onr Goods on our hands, God All- 
mighty having bled us with a Peace, if we make our Goods Proof, we maymake our 
on Price, and ſhall jiave all the | rade in our own hands. 

Our Neighbours without our VW coll, can make Druggets that wear like a peice of 
brown paper whe? it 1s wet, whicli cannot prejudice cur Trade; our Wooll will yeild 
184. the pound in other Countreys; and this 18 the Enconragement that makes people 
1d venture their Lives and Eſtates to tranſport it. 

Bur a peice of Co/cheſter-Vays is 4© i; weight, when made, and takes up 60 1. weight 
of Wooll iathe Flezce ro make it; and this 601, weight of Wooll at 184. the pound is 
4 1, 10s. when ovr Bays are ſold in London for 41. and the 3d. the pound Dury is 10s, 
{o that when thisDuty is impoſed,ou: Bays will co our for the value of our Wooll abroad. 

Sic Waiter Razleizb, in his Remains, p. 205. bewails it as a lamentable thing, thar 
this Nation ſhould loſe a Million a Year by exporting our Goods undyed and undreſt 

——amnd there ar2 a5 many exparte now in a Month, as were then in-a Year, Who they 
can compute our 1.ofs ? It is incredible. 

'Tistrue there 45 once a Patent granted to the Duke of Ad-amonth, for preventing 
of our Goods going out unmanutaGured,; and our Neighbours made a Law upon it, 
That no.dyc:l Goods ſhould be imported into their Dominions 3 upon which, through 
the ſubtilty of thoſe thar had Commiſſions tor ſending abrozd thoſe Goods, the ſaid Pa- 
rent was laid alide ; but is itan Argument, that becauſe we have bcen trick©d and chea- 
ted theſe many Ares, that we nwwlt be fo for cver ? 

The Engliſh Dr zery Pule the Market, and govern the Price wherever they come,and 
being made proof, will carry any Price with great Reputation 3 for nonecan vye with 
us : but if they covle, the Price of Gocdsis like a Pool of Water, if you pour into it, 
i2 any part of the Pool, the whote Pool riſeth alike, and all parts have equal benefit 
ſo that tis Duty will be a geacral good to all Clothiers and Merchants in the World. 

The M-rchaat will have advantage by it, for he will charge it on all the Goods he 
kath unfold ah1oad, and afterwards he hath no damage, for being, in the ſame caſe with 
other Mn, non2 caa have Gcots cheaper ; and the dearer his Goods coſt, the more he 
gers by them. | | l 

If our Gcods are ManufaRtorcd at home many Thouſand Tamilies will have a full Ime 
ploy that now want bread ; ab5ve 1co ſeveral Trades dep+..4 upon the Dying Trade. 
Our long Els, Bays, &c, That are ſent our Undyed, 12 made and fold fo very 
cheap, that the Makers are ſcarved, and cannot aftord to vive a Price for Wooll, but 
beat it down all they can. *Tiz ubſ{ervable rhroaghout the whole Trade, that thoſe that 
make Mixt Goods, or that die their Gvods,do get Mony, and arc uſeful in the Nation, 
and will have choice Wooll, ard give a Price for 1c; but of the White Men, *tis a Rari- 

oooh ty if there be Twenty in Enplund worthreny thing. * | | 
" There is not 2 5.che Peice got by Colcheſter Bays throughout theYear,when by aFeite- © 
of Kerſy of the ſameVallue that is dyed wrought, there is above Forty Shillings comes a- . + 
mon? the Workmen, from which can be ſogzerhing afforded to bay bread and fleſh, 
whick is the improvement of 1.and, and 14> itjji; moit eminently throughour- the 
whole Trade. DOE ERE Des 
Sending, our our Gouds undyed, CunmmRctii the Re cenne unaccountably in the Cu. 
from. Divers ways, not only tor LyC ſtufs, but in returns that are made for the (3oods,, 
the King hath Daty for all tne Charges of Dying and Working rhe Cloths. | 
Now if a Tan of Logwood comes in, it Pays the King 5 1. Duty, if it be Exported 
acain ro Ny2 our Goods la Forrenn Countreys, the King Pays back 4. Ito the Expor- 
ter: It Diſcourazert Merchandizing, for that our N bours hive their Dye ſtufts by - 
Reaſon of the Draw ba:%s cheaper then our Dyers, 10 that they can afford owr Goods | 
cheaper in Forreign Markets thea our ſelves, 3% 5 2. 
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veriſh:th the Nation in General, for that ir is deprived of ſeveral Millions a Y' Ir that 

and MannufiQuring of our Goods would amount to- I have {aid nothing of en. ? 
-\. ang Shipirg,the Planters of Woadand Weld, of the Makers of Allum and Coperas, and mage 
other great loſſes and hinderances, that come by not Dying our Goads, EY 


hiter2d Goodsthat are worn white, they are perfe&tly Ma 
«wearing, AN mhjcheahyay, oteced tothe 
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CASE 
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The Executors, Creditors, and Legatees of - 


the late Counteſs of Portland, claiming un- 


White Clothes. 


ING Charles the 24d did renew this Grant for Licenſing the Exportation of White 
Clothes, undreſſed and undyed, to Sir Fames Hayes and Sir Peter Apſley. in- 
truſt tor the ſaid late Counteſs, which was firſt Granted in Queen E/:zabeth's 
Raign to the Merchants Adventurers, and by King Zames the 11t. to the Duke 

of Lenox the ſaid Counteſs Father. 


The Duty taken for ſuch Licenſe of the Hamburgh Company for each Cloth is but 
16d. and of other Merchants as they and the Patentee could agree, the higheſt not ex- 
ceeding 5 s. but generally they do not take above 2 s. and 6 d. for each Cloth, the 
whole Produce not amounting to 400 /. a Year. 


The Crown was indebted to the ſaid Counteſs at her death above $0007. upon 
another Grant ſetled upon a valuable Conſideration, and which ſhe eſteemed a good 
Debt, and accordingly contracted ſeveral great Debts, in hopes that it mighr 
| ” — but the | Wernoea neither have received any part ot it, or are in hopes 
0to do. 


The greateſt part of this Duty which was intended by the ſaid Counteſs to ſup- 
port ſome of her poor Relations and old Servants that depended wholly upon her 
in her lite time, has been applyed towards the payment of Debts, of which ſeve- 
xal are yet to pay, 'ſo as thoſe poor Relations and Servants who are in dif- 
treſs for want of receiving their Annuities; but if quite deprived thereof, mult 
become chargeable either ro the Pariſh or Friends. 


As this Patent has been of ſo long continuance, and never complained of 
for undue practice, or that the duty taken was ever- thought any burthen 
to the Merchant gg , the number whereof is but about 5ooo that are 
yeurly Expuricd, and thoſe chiefly by the Hemburgh Company, the Patent having 
nothing to do with Serges, Kerlys, or any of the new Drapery, nor with 
any other Clothes bur only thoſe that are not fully ManufaCtured. 


ſt is humbly hoped that the Wiſdom of this Honourable Houſe will not 
conceive, that the takgug away this Duty, can be any ſenſible advantage 
to the Manufattury in General, but will rather conſider how ſenſible a loſs 
4 will be to thoſe whoſe Subſiſlence depends upon it, and give leave accor- 
ding to the Prayer of their Petition, that a Clauſe ( may be inſerted) 
in the Bill for taking away the Duties on the Woollen Manufaflures 
Exported , to ſecure their Right and Property for the remainder of the 
Term yet to come of the ſaid Patent, which is about eight Years. 
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der a Patent Licenſing the Exportation of ' + 


QOUERIES 
L, H Y ſhould not Eaſt-Indja-S:/4s, Beg 4/l:, &ce, be Pro- 
hibited to be worn in Englans whe by Reaſon of 
their extraordinary Cheapneſs they will cortarnly Ex 


treamly prejudice, if not utterly Jeb, 
ManufaQtures ? _ 


/ our Own 


H. Why ſhould we prohibit the Dutch and I:7 115-374, when by 
reaſon of their Dearneſs and the Ingenuity of 6ur £127/:/p Work» 
men, we have in a great meaſure beat them out © that Trao ſeve- 
ral years paſt, and both Dxtch and Italians take off great (ants 
ties of our Woollen ManufaCtures ? 


IM. Why. ſhould we fend our Gold and S:/v-> © ihe Exlt-i iden, 
frem whence it will never return, to purchaſe er Mann Cthores to 
be worn in Eng/and, when we have fo Noble # Minute © our 
own, which has of late Years been fo greatly 1:1 pro ved, any my yet 
be further Improved, if due Encouragerer! be giver ereunro, 
and will very well anſwer all the uſes of 147+ T:/ks, & 

IV, Why ſhonld we ſend our Money to [my the Poor in India, 
when we have very great Numbers of Poor 4! !ome, wi ralſt ei 
ther Starve for want of Work, be Relieved \ Cturity, or Remove 
to Foreign Parts to get their Livelyhoos - 


V. Whether if the Eaſt-India-Compar'y :11511.d be Settled with a 
Ktock of 2000600 /. and no Reſtraint be !14 upon them, it will 
net then be in their power to bring in ſuch 4ſt qartiries of Manu- 
faQtured Goods, as will deſtroy our own Manutactures when titey 
pleaſe? 


VI. Whether the Exg/iſb Wool! yielded fo good a Price, or Rents fo 
well paid, or the Poor ſo well Imployed (ſome Years patt) when the 
ty of all forts and degrees of Perſons wore E/t-I4ia Mann- 
as they have fince the Exſt-India Goods have been ſcarce 

and dear ? 


VII. Whether the Poſition of Sir Joſiah Child (The qgzeat 
C jon foz the Eaſt-Jndia-Trade) -1\d c60wn in the Pre- 
face of hi R gy u Trade, do not ft:cnuoully Pd Fr = 
Bill, vz pence of Foreign Commodities, eſpecrally Fo- 
reign attures, us the As | Expenc 4 Nation can be inclinable 
ro, and ought to be prevented 6s 4s poſſible 


VIII. Why may not the Linnen-Drapers fell our own Silks end 
other ManufaQtures, as well as Eaſt-In4:a Silks, Bengalls, &c. and 
if they will not, whether their Intereſt or Humour ought to be pre» 
ferred before the Intereſt of all thoſe vaſt Numbers (hat have their 
whole Livelihood and ance upon our Sik and Woolles 
ManufaCtures, or receive great Benefit thereby ? 


IX. Whether there is not as mnch reaſon for E:t-ind:a Mann- 
faCtures to be prohibited to be worn in Eng/and, as there was to 
ng them in France, which was aCtually done abovt Eight Years 

? 


X. What Advantage is it to this Nation (if it were true as is af- 
ſerted) that the Eaſt-India Company ſend out our Cloth, and fell it 
in Perſia for wrought Silks? Whereas formerly the Turkey Company 
uſed to "ſupply the Perſians, and have in return raw Silk, and might 
do ſo again, if ths Trade were turned into its old Channel. 

XI. Whether the preventing India Manufactures to be worn in 
England , will not diſappoint the Scotch Gatt-Zndia Company, 
and prevent the running their Goods (which will be Cnſtom-tree) 
upon us, and thereby give a great Check to their Growth and Pro- 
greſs? And whether this may not be the great Reaſon that makes one 
who Subſcribed a great Sum, and was Choſen a Commurree-Man of 
that Company, fo zealouſly Sollicit againſt the Bill. 

XII. Whether if the Eaft- India Trade be not ” +®-ained before a 


Company be ſetled by Act of Parliament, - be 
found neceſſary to be done, it mav t 
impodiible) to obtain, conF4-"" 

yo 4 A Omer \ for” 


ANSWER <E; 
L Ecauſe it is the Intereſt of Eng'and, to be 

B good Husbends in their own Expnce, and to 

ſend their Manaſattures to a b:ittcy Maher 
abroad : by what #s ſpent at home, the Nation is not 
the Richer, but @ Forreign Conſumption as all profit. 

II. Becauſe at this time, Italian and Ditch Silks in- 
creales the Ballence of Trade on the other ſide, which by 
reaſon our Fleet and Army are abroad, ts ſo bard upun 
ws already, that wich; of Treaſtre 1s carried out ty pay 
our Debts, 

III. We ſend no Ciin of the Nation 16 India, the A 7 
of Parliament diretts what may , and ma) nut be cary'- 
ed out, which no Fojnt-Stcck care or did ever prejume 
to trarſgreſs. 


IV. We want Hands,not Manufafures in England, 
Jufficient Laws to keep the Poor to work 5 not work 19 
employ the Poor. 

V. It caw't be ſuppoſed the Eaſt-India Company will 
Rum themſelves to Injure the P:bluk, neither is the 
Woullen Manufatture to be prequdiced by any Commod:- 
tres, they or any other caw brig, is @ Gift of Heawen 

culiar to this Notion , which we cen't be deſpuiled of, 

t by ſuch an ex;ravagant advance of their price ; that 
Forreign Markets may be cheaper ſupplied from Scutland, 
Ireland, Holland, &c. 

VI. The advance of Wooll, and all cur Commed.tier, 
5s occaſioned from the Forreign Demand, not fromthe 
Conſumption in England , or ſcarcity of Ealt-[ndia 
Goods, and the Poor never wanted work. 

VII. Forreegn Commodities, if of «qual Vaſus 1th 
our own,are the worſt expence ;, but if cheaper, to be pre- 
ferr'd: Irs the Intereſt of this Nation ro be Carriers t9 
the reſt of the World ; avd Sir Joha Child &« no more ::- 

fallidle im this Poſition , than he was in his Upm on, 
That making War on the Great Mogul was the Imereft 
of the Company. 

VIIl. Linnen-Drapers wil neither Imprſe, ro be 
Impoſed on : They ſay the Sik Manufatiure in Erg. 
lund; 4s like the unclean Beaſt under the Law that 4; 
vided the Hoeff , but did nut chew the Cudd: It in;- 
ploi es the Po'r, but doth not ſpend the Grewths, und is 
not calculaied for our Meridian. 

IX. France s: no good preſident for Eng'and, t'ey 
baniſhed their own Manufattures out of their Kingdom: 
Pelitticks England wil! not indure , no more than to 
wear wooden Shoes. 

X. If the Eaſt-India Cermpeny bring raw $:1k cheap- 
er, and can do in preat quantities , it be in the Product 
of Wociten Manufattory, 6:05 is the b [i Trad. ? 


XI. It's at once ts Eſtabliſh the Scorch Falt-India 
C:mpany , and deliver p tha- nob'e Trade is: e ſhared 
vetwween them and the Dutch: From wh.nce ther; frall 


we have Salt Peter ? 
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poſed of Nobility and Gentry, who by their Station arc 
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elevated above the *phere of 77ade and Commerce, may not 


The PaArLIAMENT of Ereand beinz cor: 


Loy 
{o fully know the Importance of the Þ7:llen Mainſature 
to the Support of the Nation, or be apprized of its fatal 
Decay, lo well as tnule who ate more imm-diately affeted, 


T may not be unneceſſary then to make an Enquiry, Whether the Preſer- 
vation of TRape Le not a Matter Which concerns every Er2li/hima: ? 
and then to reflect a little turther, Whether the prefent Circumilances of 
Trav: do not call or luch an Univerſal Concern 2 

Towarcs demonitrating the Advantage of Tzage to this Nation, it may 


/ 


not be improper to take a taort Profpect of our Situation 150 Years age 


» 


; > Lore Trade nouriſhed in tins Jiland : The Valve of our Lands and La- 
bour was then above Cert. per Cent. leis than it 1s now ; What occaſioned their Advance 2 
Manulacturers ot all kinds were drove here by the Oppreſſion ot Neighbouring Princes ; 
rhcie Manutacturers work'd up our Wool, which beiore was exported to Flanders, and 
wrought up there ; having ManulaCtures within ourſlves, we extended our Commerce, 
and in Return tor the Wooten Manufactures, was bronght from Foreign Parts the Trea- 
ſurcs oi thoſe Countries, for which we paid the Labour of our Poor, added to the Wool, 
the Product ot ovr Country : Thus as our Manuiactures cncrealed, our Riches were ac- 
quired in Preportion, and having more Wealth in the Kingdom, the Labour of rhe Poor 
advanced, the Exnences of the Traders encreated, and the Value of Land, Lore an equal 
Proportion, ſtill advancing as Trade flouriſhed. | 

This being rally a Fact, it may ſerve to cunvince us, that it is the Profpcrity of our 
Trade keeps up the Value of the Lands ; for were our Manufactures trantplanted again to 
Neighbouring Countries, what could make our Lands worth morg noiv, than they were 
formerly ? 

There is certainly an univerſal Complaint: ut the Decay of Foreign Trade, in alnoft 
cvcry unportant Þranci of it ; now if our Foreign Trade decays, our Returns of 'Treature 
muſt decreaſe ; the leis Treature our Merchants receive irom abroad, the lets Money thy 
muſt ſpend, keep che iewer Servants, and employ the lels Number of Hands in Manu- 
tactures: © 
Now the Jets Money our Merchants and Traders ſpend, and the fewer Servants they 


SITE] 


keup, the lets Contumprion there is tor the Product ot our Lands ; and as the Demand or | 


the Product leilens, the Price thereof mult tall ; and it the Price or the Product of Land 
finks, the Lands themlelves muſt fink in their Value alſo; and as a turther We.ght, the 
unemploy d Poor be flung on them tor Maintenance, which will {till add to the Burthen, 
and fink rhicir Value lower ; at laſt the unemploy'd Manu.actvrers will by degrees tolloiy 
the Trade, and tranſplant themſelves to their old Soil, and then our Landed Eſtates here 
will be reduced again to what they were 150 Years ago, bclorc the Hourthing of the Wool 
len Manuiacture. ; 
Every Proprietor of Land in the Kingdom would, no doubt, be ſtartled ro think, thar in 
a very ew ſucceeding Generarions, their Heirs will find Themtelves potlets'd of little mor. 
than Half of rheir PredecetTors Eftates ; which muſt certainly ge the Cale, if the preten? 
Complaint of the Decey of Trage be juſtly grounded ; tor it Trade be really declning, 
the particular Intereſt o! every Individual in the Kingdom Les at Stake, and Per {gprer} 7;2- 
tereſt will ſurcly be an eticctual Pertuaſiue to Perſonal Eaquiiry, mio the Truth or \ lag is 
hercatter alledg d. EN 
Many Towns in Exg:zud might be named, where the 7rade 1s in a manner lot, or 
ſurpriſingly decay i, and where they {cel the Weight of employ d Poor hang heavy upon 
the Eſtates : But tone will be ready to fay, thus only arites rom Trade jhiluag irom one 
Parc 


*By a Lit aQtually taken about 13 Moahs ſince, it appears there were 9292 Per{uns employ'd in the Woollen Mainiſiture 
in the Huncred of Frome, Symer(bt fires and it is highly probable, that more than 1,500,000 Perſons are employ'Q in (7.1; 
Britain; it 422ic earn, ons with anvther, Oc, a Diy tor 313 Working-Days in a Year, it will amcvut to 11,7 3745400 


"443 


, 
(2) 


Part to another, which is more conveniently ſituated for it : This is not rcally tle Fourr- 
dation of the Complaint, but its Returning back to France and Flanders. 

That our Trade, in ſeveral important Branches, 1s very confiderably Decreaſed, and that 
this is occaſioned by great Quantities of Goods brought to thoſe Places of the Manuiacture of 
France and Flanders, is ready to be proved to Parliament ; to whom we fly as our only 
Reiuge, to preſerve this Trading Nation from tmpending Rutn. 

When theſe Facts come to be fairly ſtated ro ſo Auguſt an Aſſembly, as our Bririfh 
Senate, They will doubtleſs further enquire into the Means by which Foreigners are en- 
abled to Rival us in our darling Trade : We ſay, It's by the help of Woot Run thither 
from Ireland and England ; the Truth of which Afſertion alſo, let Facts which are ready 
to be produced Teſtily. 

Perions concerned in the Woollen Trade, feel the diſmal Effefts of this Clandeſtine 
Prattice; but tully to ſet it lorth is very ditficult, becauſe the Ev7/ 1s fo extenſive, and of ſuclz 
a complicated Nature, that it cannot be ſuihciently diſplay'd. However, let us take a 
View of the Difference between Exporting our Woot Manufattured, and Running of is 
abread Raw. 

Suppoſe the Value of a Pack of Wool in the Fleece be 6/7. this, by the Labour of our 
Poor, is made up into Goods valued 304. at a Medium, this 30/. is exported, and in 
return for it, we receive either Treaſure in Specie, or Goods for our Uſe, which at their 
Import pay a Duty towards the Support of the Civil State of the Nation ; which ever of 
thele Ways it comes in, the Nation is inriched 30/. This is either circulated to procure 
the Produtt of our Lands, for the Maintenance of the Families concerned, or added to 
their Capital Stock, and fo to the Riches of the Kingdom ; what is expended in procuring, 
the Produt? of the Lands, helps the Landed Intereſt ; what is laid up, as it enriches, to 
it adds to the Power, Weight and Influence of the Nation in general ; ior as we are Rich 
or Poor, comparitively with our Neighbours, ſo will our Weight and Influence with 
them be. 

Now let us ſurvey the State of the Caſe, when this Pack is Clandeſiinly ſent away Raw + 
Here is the Value of 64. Exported ; and what do we receive {or it ? Either Tea, Brandy, 

* or Tobacco ; if Tea, this 1s to the Prejudice of our own India Company, or clic run in 
upon us, as the Tobacco is, after it has been Exported and received a Draw-back ; it 
Brandy, this is manifeſtly to the Damage of our Plantation Rum, Sugar, Molofſes, and 
Engliſh Diſtillery, run in upon us allo withour a Duty to the Crown, and to the Ruin of the 
Fair Trader, who buys in an honeſt Way, Goods that have /egally paid their Cuſtom ; in 
cach of theſe Cafes, there 1s a Damage both to the Kg, and the Fair Trader : We may 
then view it in this ſhort comparative Light, The Manufatured Pack brings 301. into the 
Kingdom, enriches all whoſe Hands it paſſes through, and ſupports the Revenue of the 
Crown 100 : The Raw Wool brings 61. in, to the Damage both of King, and Subject. 

But what becomes of the 24/7. which we loſe 2 Why the Foreign Netghbour, to whom 
our Wool is exported Raw, gains it ; fo that every Pack of Wool that is Run trom Us to 
Them, makes a Ditference of 48 /. in the comparative View, of the Riches and Influence of 
the Two Kingdoms ; and if they, by the help of or Pack, mix two Packs of their 051: 
with it, as they oiten do, then the comparative Difference is ſurpriſingly great. What 
muſt be the fatal Conſequence of our Neighbours Riches, Power, and Influence increaſing 
ſo faſt upon us? It ever their Ambition ſhould rife in Proportion, but that we muſt be 
made a Sacrifice to it. For whatever we may think of Holding the Ballance of Power int 
Europe, this can never be maintained, where the Ballance of Riches is loſt ; when a Na- 
tion is impoveriſh'd, it is eaſily enſlaved. 

Surely by this time it appears, that not only the Intereſt of the Poor, the Tradeſman, 
and the Merchant, are concerned in the Woollen Manufacture, but the Gentlemen of 
Eſtates alſo ; nay, thoſe in the Higheſt Station in Life. 

The Flouriſhing or the Decay of a Trade, that aftets every Perſon in the Kingdom, 
from the Peaſant to the Stateſman, muſt certainly be of the utmoſt Importance ro the 
Nation ; and can a Spirit of Patriotiſm better exert itſelf, than in Suppreſling this pernicious 
Prattice, by enacting ſome freſh Law, to ſtrengthen the many good ones already in Force, 
which the Dint of provate Intereſt has penetrated through 2 

The Growers of Wool near the Coaſt, from a ſuperficial View which they take of Trade, 
imagine if they have not Two Markets tor their Wool, the Price of it mult fall; alarm'd at 
its being low at preſent, and in tear of its being lower, if Wool and Yarn is poured in upon 
us without. Reſtraint irom Jre/and, nay it may be have made ſome ſuch Impreſiions on the 
Minds of the Gentlemen who are the Proprietors of their Lands too ; but it is hoped, when 
the contrary is proved, both by Reaſon and Example, theſe Prejudices will be intirely 

removed, | 
Fron; 


(.2:) 


From the ſoregoing Reaſons, this ſhort Queſtion might be put, Can that which T3- 
riches the Nation, raiſes the Price of Labour and Commodities, and the Value of the 
Landed Intereſt in general, prejudice that Intereſt when divided into Particu!ars ? BY 
no means. But the Reaſoning ſhall be confined to the Market for Wool, and be as brict as 
can be, to ſet it in a clear Light. 

Conſider what fixes a Price upon your Wool 2 It is not the Foreign Market, but 
the Home Demand. 

What is the Eſtimate with which every Manufacturer goes to Market for his Wool 2 Ir 
1s what his Goods produce, when manutactured, for unlets he can buy Wool in Proportion 
to the Price the Merchant gives for his Manufacture, he will buy none; and every 
Tradeſman being of that mind, the Price of Wool muſt be reduced, ior the Grower cannot 
{ell it unlets he complies with the Tradetinan's Price, which is not an Arvitrary, but an 
Unavoidavle one ; this ſinks the Price of Wool, and muſt Yearly do fo, as Trade declines, 
let Fore'gners give what Price they will : But it may be iurther enquired, What fixes the 
Price of our Manuiactures 2 It's the Demand ior Exportation, or in other Words, the De- 
mand tor them at the ſeveral Foreign Markets to which they are fent, and the Price they 
bear there. | 

The Price of Wool at Home therefore, is in Fat, influenced by the Sale of our Manu- 
ſactures in Foreign Parts ; and to find the -true Realon of its riſing or jalling, we muſt 
look into the State of theſe Foreign Markets, which indeed are every where clog'd with 
Goods manutactured by our Foreign Neighbours, which by their Quantity and low Price 
too, ( their Labour being much cheaper than ours) hinder the Sale of E7g/;/f Ma- 
nuiactures carried thither by our Merchants, and thus fink their Price every Year. 
This returns round from the Merchant to the Tradeſman, trom the Tradetiman to the 
Manutacturer, trom the Manufacturer to the Woolman, who little thinks what hurts him, 
when he pleads for the Forcign Market tor his Relict ; but in Reality, it's the Wool ſent 
thither, is the very Cauſe of the Evil complained of. 

This plain Reaſoning is tugported by the Matter of FaCt hinted at, namely, the flonrifh- 
ing State of Trade, the ligh Price of Wool and Wages to tle Poor too, which we 
lound to be the Eife&t of the Plague at AMayſer/s ; our Wool was then one Third more 
in Value than it is now, (we had a current Demand for all the Goods we manut:actured) 
notwithſtanding the Forcign Demand for Wool ceaſed, and all the Wool and Yarn of 
trel2::d was brought to us, becauſe it could nut be run Abroad : From hence it's Evident 
we could work up and fell the Woollen Produce or both Kingdoms, it the Forcign Markets 
were not Rtock'd with Goods manutactured by our Neighbours, which that Calamity pre- 
vented in France, and at that time the Manulactures of F/anders, &c. was not come to 
any conſiderable Maturity. | | 

Such a plain, evident Fact: as this, muſt convince every Impartial Perſon, that it our 
Wool could be effectually ſecured to ourſelves, the Price of it mult Rife, as it's certain 
it did when the Demand tor it was ſtopped by the atorefaid Occurrence. | 

It has becn imagined by fome, that the Prolubiting the Wear of Ciicoes about the 
ſame time, occaſioned tis prolperous JunCture ot rhe Woollen Trade, but' this will ap- 
pear to be only Imagination, it we confider two Circumſtances ; the One is, that no 
{ooner were Calicoes out of uſe in Eng/and, but they were imedately tent to our Foreign 
Plantations, and many other Places where our Woollen Goods had been formerly wore, 
{o that we {ent Calicocs inſtead of Woollen Goods Abroad, tho' we wore tor a little while 
Woollen Goods inſtead of Calicoes at Home, we were far from gaining any Advantage to 
the Woollen Trade thereby. | | 

The other Circumſtance is, had the Prohibition of Calicoes Influenced the Demand, it 
would have been. confined to ſuch Stufts as are peculiar to the Womens Wear ; where- 
as the Demand was univerlal tor Stufis, Cloth, Hoſe, and all forts of Woollen Goods, which 
indeed proves we are undermined by Foreigners in every Branch of our Manutacture, 
which could never be hurt, had we but ſome effectual Method found out to kcep our 
Wool from them. FS | 

The Cate above allo proves, it 15 not the Yarn or Wool from Tre/and can hurt us, if 
we ſecure them {rom our Neighbours ; the Queſtion is, thall this Yarn be tully and com- 
pleatly Manufactured into Goous in England or cliewhere 2 It's all Manufactured fome 
wherC, if it be not clandeſtinely run to Foreigners, we ſhall compleatly ManulaCture it 
Ixre, and gain that Advantage which the clandeſtine Trade beſtows on others : But as to 
tie Wool both of Jreland and England, the Reaſon is much ſtronger, nay, it's evident 
tae Exportation lowers the Price here ; for, as was ſtated belore in another Light, every 
Pack they obtain from us, in common, works up Two of their own ; fo thar {uppole a 
Pack of Wovl makes 10 Pieces of Goods in Erglans, thele 10 Pieces are ent by our _ 
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chants to Spain, Portugal, &C. but if Foreigners get this Pack of Wool, and work it uj 
with Two of their own, they make and fend 3o Pieces to the fame Markets ; this is it 
that gluts the Markets Abroad, and by the necellary Rotation of Things, finks the Price 
of Wool at Home, and nothing clic. 

If this Evil is not prevented, not only will the Wool fink, lower and lower, but at laſt, 
for want of employ, our Manufacturers will tollow the Trade, and fettle wliere the Ma- 
nu:actures are encouraged, and do encreaſe ; the Subſiance of Traders and Merchants 
are eaſily rransferr'd; it's the Landed Intereſt that is Iinmoveable, and muſt ftand or 121! 
with the Proſperity of the Trade of the Nation ; and to fenſible are our Neighbours ot 
the Advantages of Trade, that they make even bigotry and Superſtition give way, to en- 
courage ManutaCturers to ſettle in their Country ; and are ſo watchtul over every Step 
we take in England to preſerve our Trade, that a tew Years ago, when there was a Proſpect 
of. 0.;taining a Law to ſecure our Wool, they then revok'd an Edict which prohibited the 
Import of 1ri/þ Yarn ; fo neceſlary is it tor them to obtain it, that it they canrrot get 1t 1N 
Wool, they will have it in Yarn, rather than not at all. 

Its plain from theie Obſervations, that 4e://ng 7 Wool at Home, will be very far 
from prejudicing the Growers on the Coaſi, any mor: than the Inlurd Counties ; but on 
the contrary, as ſoon as the common Couric of Thi:-gs v1}! adm.t of our tceling the falutary 
Efle&s, every one in their Station will reap the Adyancage, and 'twill be a mutual Intereit 
to England and Ireland. 

Theſe Difficulties being removed therefore, it's to be hoped no ObſtruRion 


remains to clog rhe Progreſs or this Afﬀair, which fo loudly calls for 
the Attention of a BxITisH PARLIAMENT. 
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4 Briif REPLY twtheW teaverns ANSWER rthe Wool-Combers PETITION 
and Cas tr, Humbly preſented to the PARLIAMENT, E.0 


* Hereas "tis ſaid in the recited Anſwer, * Firſt, That ſore Wool-Combers make falſe and defective Yarns. 2. That they 

« deſervedly ſuffer for the ſame. 3. That being uncaſie under ir, arc induſtrious to obtain ſuch an alteration 1n the Law, as 

: { i Make and Vend their deleftive Y lefled That their Complaints are falſe and 
that they may, for the future, Make and Vend their detective Yarns unmoletied. 4. p 

* Unrcalonable. 


That the Wool-Combers make falſe and defetive Tarns, Qc. 


They do acknowledpe it : but cannot mend it ; at leaſt, not ſo, as to Anſwer the Weavers Act of Parliament. But that we might be ena- 
bled fo to do, is one Branch of our Vetition, and by the Weavers not op poſed. 


Tat the WWoo!-Combers deſervedly ſuffer for the ſame. 


This is harſh ; What > force them to their full Tail of Brick, and give ther no Straw 2 Let Proviſion be made to puniſh the Spinſter , by 
{ume Corporal Puniſhment, or to make Satis/aQtion ; and thereby enable the Wool-Combers to make Yarn Length and Tale. And it after thar, 
any bring detective Yarns, let them ſuffer the utmoſt Severity : but 'ti!l ſuch Proviſion be made, the Wool-Combers are utterly incapable to 
Contorm themlelves to the faid A, as their Petition and Cale more largely demonſtrate. a 


And that being twneaſte under it, are induſtrious to obtain ſuch an alteratios of the Law, as that they may, for the future, Make and end their 
eefetlive Tarns unmoleſted, &c. | 


The Weavers are plcaſed to call the Combers Petition falle, &c. But their Anſiver, in this Cale, 1s bot! falſe and unfair : For as they never 
cid fo Perition, fo they deſire no ſuch End in the Alteration of the Law : No ; they are lo tar from that, tizat aſter they are put into a Capacity 
to make true Yarns, by a Penalty upon the Spinſter, as aforeſaid : That they ask no favour at their Hanzs ; but are content that they ſhould 
havethe ſame Power to ſearch and leize defective Yarns, they now have ; and what they find either falic or ſhorr, to cut in pieces : which 
fd Penity of Cutting being greater than the ulual way of Fining, we ſnould not call for, but tor two Reatons : 157, In that we have a pro- 
ipe* of making true Yarn, at:er their is a Law to puniſh the Spinſter, who ſhall be remils in Reeling as inc ought to GO, and as the Law re- 
quir:'s, And, 2, That whercas the Wardens, who no Search, Seize, and Try their Yarn by a Jury, an {ct as great a Fine on ſuch Yarns as 
2197 but a quarter of an Incl in length, or Four Threads in Eighty ; as upon ſuch Yarns as want Three Inches in length, and Forty Threads 
'n Eetky, will then prnith every Man proportionable to his fault, But it the Weavers had luggeſtcd, ti22t the Wook-Combers defired ſuch an 
arc anoninthe Lay as might aalwer the Regulation which the Weavers pretended, when they obtained that Law : (That vs to ſay ) to have 
ig a Penalty on tlie Spinſter, as would oblige her to Reel-Lengrh and Tail ; and ſuch a Penalty upon the Wool-Comber, as ihould oblige him ro 
make true Yarn, tlit {0 the Weaver may not be cheated by talte Yarn ; nor the Mercer cheated by want of Meature, the Wook Combers ha4 
nat replicd ; for that is the very Cale : For the Combers defire nothing more, than to be enabled ro make true Yarn, by a Penalty upon the 
Spinſter, os the Wiſlom of the Parliament thall think fir, that thereby the Weaver may have what he expects, viz a Groce for a Groce, ti12r 
{9 the Stuffs made of this Yarn may hold out meaſure, to the ſatisfaction of the Merchant at home, and beyond the 5ea :; For waen the Stuffs tal! 
thort of Meaſure, the Weavers have frequently told the Wool-Combers, that 'tis occaſioned by the ihortneis of Yara : wiict by the Method 
propoſed, may be perventcd, and thereby ſecure a good Commodity to the whole Nation ; tne Wool-Comber encourag'd to fet the Poor or, 
Work, and t9 give the Wook-Grower a good Price for his Wool, when he is ſure, thar after he has taken all the Care and Pains he can, that ts 
Malt evioy 11e Fruit of his Labour ; fo do not defire to (ell defeQive Yarns unmokſted, Sc. 


And tha? their Complaints are falſe and unreaſonable, &e. 
©ttiop alide the Wardens a{lauling the Combers on the Road, Rifling the Waggons of common Carriers, breaking open their W:re-houics, 
198 auience of the Proprictors, and many other Hilegal and Arbitrary Frocecdings ; yer there is juſt cauſe of Complaint agaiatt thar way of 
Trying and Piing the Vent Combers Yarn for as hath been hinted, they Fine all Y arns alike ; thar w hich wants but a Quzrter of anlaci,os nive!s 
15 Lac which wants Two or Three {nohes in length, And as tais very Metiod is contrary to the Ancient Laws of tie Land, and the Cuſtom at 
all our Proceviings in our Courts of Judicature : and if ſo, they prelume their Complainc is not unreaſonable. For Firit, Exgliſh men are tree ; 
"bars Liberty. v2, They have Free-hold ; That's Property, 3- Thar Amercememts. or Penalties ſhovid be proportionable to the Faults commit- 
td; That's Epuity, 4. Tit they ſhall loſe neither ; bur when they are adjudged ro have forteired ri:em, in the Juogment of 2 Jury of the Neig!t» 
borhood, accordicn to the Law of the Land ; this is Lawful Fudgmenrt. i | 

And this 4 TT TTTh 14 decucible trom the following Maxim : © That ne Free-Man ſhall Le Taker or !mpriloned, or be Di{fIeized of his Freeho!4 
© or Liberties, or tree Cuſtoms, or any other ways deſtroyed ; nor will we pals upon kim, nor condemn him, but by tie lawful Judgments ot 
* ms Peers, a Free- Nan fall be amerced tor a {inall fault ; but atter the manner ot the fault : and tor a great tault, aſter te manner thereof, And 
"none of the tad Amercements fall be Aitciled, but by the good and lawtzl Men of the Vicinage, &c. ' 

Firfl then, as to the Wardens Trying the Wool-Combers Yarn : 'Tis by a Jury indeed, as they lay ; vut they are Weavers : whereas "tis con- 
egy, Hew ougiic ty be Combrs, or other Pcrtons mixt with them, to ice Jullice done ; and that she Yarn might bebott Trycd and Fined Pro- 
P0/ton bly to che deſeFivencts reveal ; but tis far otherwile : for they Fine all Yarn alike, whether more 07 lels detective : They have a Jury 
indecd ; but they are fo tar from giving their Verdict according to Evidence, that Witout more acoe give 1t in detective, and many times 
without fo inuch as Examining great part of it ; and being found detective by the Jury, the Wardens being Judges, they Fine all alike, Six Shi!- 
'Ungs th: Groce ; which when returned tothe Wool-Combers, he can feli it tor as much as he leils his belt, within Six-pence the Groce : And thelz 
Proccedings gave them jult caulc of Complaint : And they cannot complain without words tuitable to the Nature of the Oppretlion they lis 
under, 

But do not the Weavers ſay in their Anſwer, That the Company of Wardens and Aſſiſtants, have all along taken great care to aft according to the 
Powers granted them in the ſaid Act of Parliament. ; | 

Yes : But their Extrajudicial Proccedings on the Road, Ware-houles, Chambers, &c. rogether with their Method of Trying and Fining defe- 
Qive Yarss all alike, declare the contraiy : For the Penalty, according to the Law of the Land, and the Practice of all Courts of Judicature in 
Zngland, ought to hold proportion with the Crime, whether greater or leiler, and to which their own Law pointed too, viz. They fhall ſet a Fine 
not exceeding a Moiety ; \ntimating plainly, that they might ſer any [cfſer Fine, Sc. And thus it does appear, that though rhey have 
ated under colour of Law, yet contrary to it ; and by reaſon thereof theWool-Combers have found the Truth of my Lord Chict Juſtice Coot's 
Sayivg, [u/tit. 2. 48. That every Oppreſ/ion againſt Law, by colour of any Vſurped Authority,s a kind of deſtruftion ; and it is the worſt Oppreſſion, 
that is done by colour of Juſtice, &C. : 

Upon the whole Matter,what the Wool-Comber deſires is, x. To be enabled and put into a capacity to make true Yarn, 2,That the Weaver 
ay not be cheated, but have a Groce for a Groce. 3. That the Merchant at l;oime and abroad, may not be dilappointed, by want of mealure ; 
which is occaſicned chiefly (as the Weavers ſay) by ſhortnels of Yarn ; And having thus lecured the whole Work) the Wool-Comber may go 
on chearfully in his Calling, ſettwwg the Poor on Work, which are both numerous and necetlitous, zWhen he is aſſured he may poſſeſs the Fruit of 
his Labour and Induſtry. | | ; | 
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The Firſt of une, 1720. 5 


PROPOSALS for Employing the WEAVERS in their 
own { rade, which ſhall or may want ork, and other 
Poor ProeE in the Conſumption of the Manufafures of 
GREAT-BRITAIN. Ac 3/7 ba, 


- — 


HEREAS there is a Zill depending in Partiamext relating to tHe 
Prohihiting the Uſe of Printing, Staining, and Painting of Callicoes, 
by Wearing the ſame. 


A ND whereas the Legiſlature of the Kinzdom, being ſenſible of the great Advantage 
of the Eaſt-India Trade ro His Magtsry by vaſt Duties paid to the Crown, and likew1ie 
in Reſpect ts the Benefit of many Merchants Trading thercin, have not thought fir to 
Paſs rhe faid Bill into a Law. 

IT is therefore propoſed for the Benefit of the Weavers, and for the more effeAnal and 
conſtant Employment of them for the tuture, and other the Poor of this Kingdom, as 
foll-werh, viz, 

THAT a Stock to conſiſt of Two Millions of Pounds Sterling be raiſcc 

T HE Reaſon of propoſing © large a Stock 1s, that tne Calls upon the Per! 7+ 01: - 
cern'd may be Smaller, and yet a Sufficiency raiſed for the effectnal Emn! | 
Weavers, &c, in Making Gods for Forcign Trade, which *tis prefom'd canno; null, 
Efi& es 2 great Sum ccrtainly wou'd : So that Perſons of midling Circumitances »., v£ 
intereſted herein, as well as Perſons of plentiful Fortunes, 

I T is undouhtedly the Intereſt of the Publick, that all Undertakings he car  * 
by a large Stock ; for in Caſe of Gam the Profits will be more generally diſtributed, anu 
if they ſhould have Lofles by Seca, or otherwiſe, is the only Means that can obviate ſ:ch 
Misfortunes. 

A ND hy a great Stock there will not be wanting Money to ſet the Weavers, and tlic 
Por at Work. 

T HAT great Quantitys of Wooll, &c, will be bought np to Employ them in Making - 
ſuch Goods as are n<ccfſary for Foreign Trade in ll thoſe Works, whereby our own 
Manufa&ures may have the Conſumption, in Making them in this Kingdom, withour 
ſending them into Foreign Parts. | 

T H & common Advantages that will accrue thereby to the Nation in gencral «will 
be yreatly improvd in Trade, both Foreign and Domeſtick, for it is Trade mutt raiſe 
the Wealth of this Kingdom ; for as that 4s encourag'd Money will grow plentinul, and 
Lands will thereby encreaſe in their Value. | Z 

T H E Revenves of Cuſtoms, &c. will be encreas'd, moſt Sorts of People will be 
employ'd, particularly the Weavers kept conſtantly at Work, and always paid when 
their Work is done, and need never idle away their Time for Want of Work, and the 
Poor employed that can Work (Men, Women, and Children) by which means the Pariſh 
Rates will be leſſen'd. | 

T HAT theſe Advantages are highly tending to a National Good, and the People 
mede eaſy and kept quiet. ; | ; 

Proper Methods are now taking, to obtain ſuſhcient Power by Authority to A& herein 
for the Good of the Poor, and particularly of the Weavers, and will not be prejudicial ro 
any Corporation, or interfere in the Breach of any At of Parliament. | 

THAT the Perſons concermd have no Deſign ro Engroſs or Monopolize any Trade 
to themſelves, the Stock bcing delign'd to be Employ'd not only for the Bencfit of the 
Porr, but of che Kingdom in general, (being not Excluſive to others :) So that thoſe 
Perſons who do Employ others to Work tor tnem, may (if they think fir) become con- 
. cern'd herein, | | 

THEREFORE it is deſired that all Perſons willing to be concerned in this 
Stock for Employing the Poor, as atoreſaid, do bring or ſend in their Notes of what Sum 
they will be concerncd therein (obferving that none Enter more than TenThouſand Pounds, 
nor leſs than One) to the X.:/ubow Cotfce- Houſe in Cornhill, near the Royal- Exchange, London, 
where Attendance will be given every Day from the Date hereof ( Sundays exceptcd ) from ' 
Eight in the Morning till I woat Noon,znd tromTwo until Six in the Evening,and to Pay 
only Sixpence per Cent. to detray Charges, and ſhall at the ſame Time receive a Receipr, 
with a Promiſe therein, to Enter their Names in the Accompt Book of Stock, for fo 
much as by their Note 13 dchir'd. And when all the Stock Is compleated, ſhall have 
Notice in the Daily-Courat, and within Thirty Days atter ſuch Notice, Five Shillings 
per Cent, ſhall be order'd to be Paid to an Eminent Banker near the Royal- Exchange, London, 
4nd his Receipt given for the fame on Account of the ſaid Stock, which ſhall be Employed 
to buy Wooll, cc, to fer the Poor to Work, as atoreſaid, 


- v 


TheL aws in Yenice for Prohibition of Foreign Cloth. 
Tranſlated from the Italian Original. gi 


A Proclamation Publiſhed by Order of the moſt Tluſtrious 
Lords Proveditors of the Common, 14 Novemb. 1661. 
In Execution of the Decree of the moſt Excellent Senate 


of the 5th inſtant, in matter of Prohibition of Foreign 
Woollen Cloth. ; We 


>) 22, OR Redceeming the moſt afflicted Trade of the Woollen 
4 a || S Manufacture ot this City from the deplorable ſtace in which 
| Ape at preſent it is conſtituted , the Publick Patcrnal, molt 
©, 9g" pious Charity, hath diſtributed in divers times Orders, 
2/1 PAIN and charged from time to time the Zeal of the moſt Illuftri- 
MY WV ous Proveditors of the Common, to the end they ſhould 
UC 2 FaÞ8 ſcarch out thoſe Expedients, which ſhould be of force to 
raiſe it to a flouriſhing condition, and revive it again after the prejudices re- 
ceived by a moſt licentious Importation of Foreign Cloth, which hath no- 
tably deſtroyed it 3 Which therefore being found moſt pernicious 1n all re- 
gards, the moſt Excellent Senate, by Decree of the Fifth inſtant, hath forbid 
all Cloth made in Foreign Parts, as well from the Weſt, as any other places not 
ſubject, which imitate or may terve in ſtead of that made in this City : And 
the moſt IIluſtrious Lords Proveditors of the Common being charged ro prefix 
{uch Orders and Rules as they ſha!l deem proper to diſcover all Frauds ; the 
moſt Illuſtrious Joh» Moſto, Laurence Moreſini, Hierom Ginſtinian , Honou- 
rable Proveditors of the Common, relolping to fet forth the Publick Will, 
with the Authority imparted them from the moſt Excellent Scnatc, in the 
{ame Ad to preſcribe ſuch Orders and Rules as they ſhall think expedient for 
the ”= Eſtabliſhment of ſo important an Aﬀeair as the hindrivg all Tran 
greſhion , Do therefore publickly declare, 
That by the foid Decree there being prohibitcd all forts of Woollen Cloth, 
as well Black, as Dark and Coloured, made in Foreign States, as well We- 
ſtern, as any other place not ſubje&, which imitate or may ferve in {read of 
the Cloth made in this City 3 excepting Kerſics, Ralhes, Grizes, Sarges, Cox- 
ſales, Perpctuanes, Says, Bays, Ferandines, Grograins, -Linfey-Woolicy, Ba- 
racans, ' Cottons, Stammets, OQutſides, Durants, Shalloons, Chiamblots, Er- 
bazi, Mohairs, Sarzets, halt Says, and Bedens, which are permitted by Law, 
and from the concourſe whereof the Venctian Cloth receives no prejudice. 
Under penalty to who ſhall be © bold, notwithſtanding fo reſolute and vi- 
gorous a Prohibition, to tranſgrels, Importing or cauling to be Imported, ta- 
vouring or aiding to Import ſuch Cloth into this City and Statc, as well of 
the firm Land asSea, felling or cauſing to be fold, keeping in Houſe, Shop or 
Vault, or any other place in little or great quantity of the ſaid Cloth, to be 


--!emned to ſerve in a Gally of the Condemned, with Irons to his feet for 


"ance; and not-being able for a Galley, to be in a dark Pri- 
»-nce; and to incur the penalty of cight hundred 

> Conviction and Chaſtiſement of the 

—*© --=t as here-under it ſhall be 

= = hall he 


f 
L 


" 
4 F , J # : 4 . f pa . . y 
Pg q _ P Lt Al _ Wh re $4 £ Fd # fred”: C *? #z ( 
/ 2 4 4 , 4 £ Fe 4 "a p FP, Hg F # Fy Ss C'S? þ > 'Þ q 
/ / #1 4 p KH & f b INS 5 5200S 


# 


uncapable to be freed in ten yearszand ifhe be taken wit! in the Confines,to be 


' Chain'd to a Galley; and not þeing fit, in cloſe Priſon for ten years, and then 


to return to baniſhment, ſo often as taken, with reward to the Taker and De- 
liverer of him (to the Juſtice) of three hundred Livres of his Goods, if he 


- have any ; if not, from the Caſh of Moneys deputed to Rewards, by the 


molt 8erene Stgnory. 


* The Brokers or Mediators in contracting ſuch ſort of Cloth, none excepted, 
* to fortert three hundred Livres every time; and if taken,to ſerve in the Galleys 


at the Oar Chain'd for three years continuance 3 and not being able for the 
Galley, fix years in cloſe Prifon, and to be deprived for ever of being a Bro- 
ker; and efcaping Priſon, to be deemed banithed for ten years trom Ferice 
and its Diſtri&t , trom the day of the eſcape 3 and being re-taken, to com- 
mence agen the time of his Impriſonment, and to torteat three hundred Livres 
to the Acculer, + 

If the Acculer be a Boatman, and Acceſſary, fo he be not Principal Importer 
and Tranfſgreflor, he may on diſcovery and Conviction of the Tranſgret- 
ſor, befides impunity and freeing of himſelf, receive and have the Fortet- 
tures abovelaid, The Contreband Goods, which ſhall be found of fuch Fo- 
reign Cloth prohibited as above, ſhall be, and are underſtood to be loſt, and 
ſhall be publickly Burnt ; and the Boats, Barges, Veſlels or Carts, and Beaſts of 
thoſe who'Import it, and do not diſcover, ſhall be Confiſcated and Sold for 
the benefit of the Accuſer. And if the ſaid Foreign Cloth be kept or reſerved 
in any Houſe, Shop, Vault, or other place, and that the Proprietor of the 
Gogds ſhould not be found, the Maſter of the Shop, Houſe or Vault, to, he 
liable, and condemned in the penalty of the value of the Goods to be given 
to the Accuſer, and the Goods to be Burnt as aboveſaid. | 

That in regard there is at preſent in this City ſome quantity of Foreign 
Cloth Imported, and ordered by Merchants, and the Publick Charity being 
willing not to ſurprize any man,every one ſhall be obliged asin like Caſes for- 
merly, who have any Foreign Cloth, to come in twenty days time to the Ma- 
giſtrate of the moſt Illuſtrious Proveditors of the Common, to give in Note 
on Oath the juſt quantiry they Hive, and + bring the ſame to be Seelcd and 
Regiſtred upon a Book ordered for that purpoſe 3 and likewiſe all Cloth that 
arrives in thisCity in two months,before diſcharged from the Cuſtom-houſe, to 
be Notified and Sealed, with which Mark it may be Sold ; but it found with- 
out, to be contrebanded, and liable to the above rigours ; ind atter the faid 
two months, there ſhall be no more Regiſter or Seals of the ſaid Cloth, nor 
term or delay granted 3 which done, the moſt Excellent Senate will prefix a 
time for the venting the ſaid Cloth. And for eafier Cognifance of Tra - 
ſions, and ſecrefie of the Accuſers, beſides other diligence to be uſed, there 
ſhall be expoſed at the Magiſtrate a Caſe orBox for ſecret Informations in this 


kind, and Proceſs formed every four months by way of Inquiſition 3 their 


ſaid moſt 1lluſtrious Lordſhips reſerving to themſelves now and in future to 
determine what more ſhall be judged proper, that the Publick Decrce of the 
Fifth inſtant may have its due effect. 


John Moſto | 
Laurence Moreſjni | Proveditori di Commun. 
Hierome Giuſtiniano, 


- Francis Malatini Notary of the moſt [luſtrio”*- 


” 


Aſhort Account of what was Depoſed; together with the Names of ſeveral of the Per- 
ſons, that Experimented Mr. Warner's Earth, and gave Evidence for the King 
at the late Tryal at Barr in the Court of Exchequer , which was bad by Order of 
Their Majeſties in Council , upon the Petition of many Hundred of Clothyers, 
Fullers, Clothworkers and others relating to the Wollen Manufacture : 


1he 24" Novemb. 1693. 4, 
248 
From the Banck-fid-, Southwark. 


| W O R E they had Experimented the Earth, which they fetched them- 
Jer. Warberton, Millman ; & ſelves from the King's Ware-houſe, thar it was good Fullers Earth, and 
Tho. Clare Clhwerker they had uſed no other ſince May laſt , and had Scowred above 100 
. 3 A P 
From the City of Worceſter. 


) Cloths, andferch'd out Sally Spots, &c. with the ſame. 
Upon ſeveral Pctirons tothe Queen in Council from divers Counties, Signed 
Tho. Crundal of London , Merchent ; \ by many Hundred C/athyers, and others relating to che Woil:n ManufaQture ; 
: Þ] os J 


| Praying.the Earti: inQueſtion being Good Fullers Earth migit be Pioſecued, 

As hey" wag Hh ng ed. aid nor ſuffered ro be Exported &c. It came Referred ro the Commiſſioners 

-QWATra Xanton, 0 ma, edh. of the Cuſtoms, who w know the Truth of the Marteer, deſired Vir. Crundal, 

ha Burton: Mei | Mr. Chetley, and Mr. Stanton, before Named, who themliclyves took the Earth 

go pan J Chibver: f out of the King's Ware-houſe, ro go with 1t to the City of / orceſter, Where, 

Rich Hil p _ in the Preſence of the ſaid Perſons together with the Viayor , and feveral 
4 5 


—_ ed upon Three ſeveral Cloths, and the ſaid Perſons appearing at che Tryal 

John Gn Brewer, Teſt fied that the ſaid Earth without mixture , did kf the es of otner 

PR OY - good Fullers Earth, and produced Two Cloths in Court Fulled with the ſaid 
arth, being perfealy Made, and Good Cloth. 


Pinſon Wilmot ; ther Clothyers and Fullers here mentioned, the ſaid Earth was Exper iment- 
; Bullers. | 


From Sommerſet-ſhhire. 


Theſe brought a White Cloth Fulled w'th the ſaid Earth,and Swore it to 


be good Fullers Earth , and that it did all the Offices as other Fullers Earth 
perfectly and well. 


Earth from the Cuſtom- Houſe ani Car- 
ry'd it down. 


Nat. Stiles, Clothyer fetch-d the ſaid 
Samuel Blindman, Fuller. 


From Godallming in Surrey. 


Law. Collins, ) Cloppyer s fetched the Earth ] Theſe gave Evidence that the Earth of Mr. Warner which they had often 
( rom the Kings Warz- | Try'd, was good Fullers Earth , and did all che Offices of tuch Earth, being 

Hen. Bowler,; houſe | a better ſort then that uſed commonly by them ; and produced One Cloth, 
| and One Kerzey in Court Fulled wich the 1aid Earth without any mix- 


Tohn Toft, Se. r_ and that the ſaid Cloths were good Cloths perfectly made ; at the ſame 
ohn Toft, Jun. Clothyers. 


time alſo brought in Coutra Cloth Raw and in the Greace frem the Loom, 
ill. Shrub. thar the Courr mi. ht be Senfible of its (pperation , which Scunk fo of the 
ohn Shrub, Greace that it could not be Endurcd in Court, and they all Swore that the 
Vill. Perryer [ Pulleys Cloths that were Fulled by the Earth in Queſtion, were before as Foul as the 
George Wood, hls » ſaid Stinking Cloth. 
From Reading #n Berks. 
]. Wilmor, Clothyer; pf etch'd the Earth \ 


from the King's | Theſe Depoſed that the Farth in Queſti 
; poſed that the Earth in Queſtion was good Fullers Earth , and 
Nar. Collins, Fuller;) Warc-houle. | better then the ſort of that Country ; rhar ir erforird all the Offices of good 


Edward Froome, > Fullers Earth, and brought a Cloth in Courc Worked with the ſaid Earth, 
Clothyers. 


Wwe | which they Depos'd was a pertect and good Clorh; and that the faid Earth 
William Horne ; 
William May, : | was as good as any Earth they ever Ulcd. 


Tohn Silveſter, 9 


The Caſe being thought to be ſufficiently Proved, no more Evidence was offeredfor the King, altho 


ſeveral others were in Court, from Wiltſhire, Gloceſter, Eſſex, and many other Places. 


The Proſecutors for the King before the Tryal made ſeveral motions in Cours , that the Barons 
would be pleaſed to dire& the Place and Perſons, where a Joynt Experiment might be male, and all 
Parties preſent , that the Court might come to a true Knowledge of a Caſe of this Conſequence ; 
and to prevent oppoſite Sweareing, which was always refuſed by Mr. Warner. 


So the Evidence being ContradiFory upon Experiments made on behalf of the Defena. 
and Scowring Earth being only mentioned in the Title, but not in the Body of the AS; The © 
brought in « Verdi64 for the Defendant. 


